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The Pursuit of Happiness in the Founding Era

Scholars have long debated the meaning of the pursuit of happiness, yet have tended to define it 
narrowly, focusing on a single intellectual tradition, and on the use of the term within a single text, the 
Declaration of Independence. In this insightful volume, Carli Conklin considers the pursuit of happiness 
across a variety of intellectual traditions, and explores its usage in two key legal texts of the Founding 
Era, the Declaration and William Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Laws of England. For Blackstone, 
the pursuit of happiness was a science of jurisprudence, by which his students could know, and then 
rightly apply, the first principles of the Common Law. For the founders, the pursuit of happiness was 
the individual right to pursue a life lived in harmony with the law of nature and a public duty to govern 
in accordance with that law. Both applications suggest we consider anew how the phrase, and its 
underlying legal philosophies, were understood in the founding era. With this work, Conklin makes 
important contributions to the fields of early American intellectual and legal history.
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The Pursuit Of Happiness In The Founding Era

From 1774 to 1779, the American nation underwent a period of rebellion, revolution, and nation 
founding. This period sheds light on how this nation was founded, including the place accorded to 
religion. ... The second section discusses the religious policy that is embedded in the constitution. 
Have you ever wondered how some authors can claim that the founding fathers of America were 
Christians while other authors claim that those very same founders were atheists, deists, or even 
theistic rationalists? In this artfully written volume, Christian apologist and debater Bill Fortenberry 
examine several of the quotes from our founding fathers that are frequently used to argue against the 
Christian heritage of America. In doing so, Mr. Fortenberry opens up to us a treasury of facts about our 
nation's founding that have been hidden by modern scholarship.
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Liberal Education and Citizenship in a Free Society

The liberal arts university has been in decline since well before the virtualization of campus life, 
increasingly inviting public skepticism about its viability as an institution of personal, civic, and pro-
fessional growth. New technologies that might have brought people together have instead frustrated 
the university’s capacity to foster thoughtful citizenship among tomorrow’s leaders and exacerbated 
socioeconomic inequalities that are poisoning America’s civic culture. With Liberal Education and 
Citizenship in a Free Society, a collection of 19 original essays, editors Justin Dyer and Constantine 
Vassiliou present the work of a diverse group of scholars to assess the value of a liberal arts education 
in the face of market, technological, cultural, and political forces shaping higher learning today.

The Federalist Frontier

The Federalist Frontier traces the development of Federalist policies and the Federalist Party in the first 
three states of the Northwest Territory—Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois—from the nation’s first years until 
the rise of the Second Party System in the 1820s and 1830s. Relying on government records, private 
correspondence, and newspapers, Kristopher Maulden argues that Federalists originated many of the 
policies and institutions that helped the young United States government take a leading role in the 
American people’s expansion and settlement westward across the Appalachians. It was primarily they 
who placed the U.S. Army at the fore of the white westward movement, created and executed the 
institutions to survey and sell public lands, and advocated for transportation projects to aid commerce 
and further migration into the region. Ultimately, the relationship between government and settlers 
evolved as citizens raised their expectations of what the federal government should provide, and the 
region embraced transportation infrastructure and innovation in public education. Historians of early 
American politics will have a chance to read about Federalists in the Northwest, and they will see the 
early American state in action in fighting Indians, shaping settler understandings of space and social 
advancement, and influencing political ideals among the citizens. For historians of the early American 
West, Maulden’s work demonstrates that the origins of state-led expansion reach much further back in 
time than generally understood.

A Fire Bell in the Past

Many new states entered the United States around 200 years ago, but only Missouri almost killed the 
nation it was trying to join. When the House of Representatives passed the Tallmadge Amendment 
banning slavery from the prospective new state in February 1819, it set off a two-year political crisis 
in which growing northern antislavery sentiment confronted the southern whites’ aggressive calls for 
slavery’s westward expansion. The Missouri Crisis divided the U.S. into slave and free states for the 



first time and crystallized many of the arguments and conflicts that would later be settled violently 
during the Civil War. The episode was, as Thomas Jefferson put it, “a fire bell in the night” that terrified 
him as the possible “knell of the Union.” Drawing on the participants in two landmark conferences 
held at the University of Missouri and the City University of New York, this first of two volumes finds 
myriad new perspectives on the Missouri Crisis. Celebrating Missouri’s bicentennial the scholarly way, 
with fresh research and unsparing analysis, this eloquent collection of essays from distinguished 
historians gives the epochal struggle over Missouri statehood its due as a major turning point in 
American history. Contributors include the editors, Christa Dierksheide, David N. Gellman, Sarah L. H. 
Gronningsater, Robert Lee, Donald Ratcliffe, Andrew Shankman, Anne Twitty, John R. Van Atta, and 
David Waldstreicher.

Contesting the Constitution

The admission of Missouri to the Union quickly became a constitutional crisis of the first order, inciting 
an intensive reexamination of the U.S. Constitution by the U.S. Congress. The heart of the question in 
need of resolution was whether that body possessed the authority to place conditions on a territory—in 
this instance Missouri—regarding restrictions on slavery—before its admittance to the Union. The 
larger question with which the legislators grappled were the limits of the Constitution’s provisions 
granting Congress the authority to affect the institution of slavery—both where it already existed and 
where it could expand. The issue—what would come to be known as the Missouri Crisis—severely 
tested the still young republic and, some four decades later, would all but rend it asunder. This timely 
collection of original essays thoughtfully engages the intersections of history and constitutional law, and 
is certain to find eager readers among historians, legal scholars, political scientists, as well as many 
who call Missouri home. Contributing Authors: William S. Belko Christopher Childers John Eastman 
Brook Poston John R. Van Atta

Disestablishment and Religious Dissent

On May 10, 1776, the Second Continental Congress sitting in Philadelphia adopted a Resolution 
which set in motion a round of constitution making in the colonies, several of which soon declared 
themselves sovereign states and severed all remaining ties to the British Crown. In forming these written 
constitutions, the delegates to the state conventions were forced to address the issue of church-state 
relations. Each colony had unique and differing traditions of church-state relations rooted in the colony’s 
peoples, their country of origin, and religion. This definitive volume, comprising twenty-one original 
essays by eminent historians and political scientists, is a comprehensive state-by-state account of 
disestablishment in the original thirteen states, as well as a look at similar events in the soon-to-be-ad-
mitted states of Vermont, Tennessee, and Kentucky. Also considered are disestablishment in Ohio (the 
first state admitted from the Northwest Territory), Louisiana and Missouri (the first states admitted from 
the Louisiana Purchase), and Florida (wrestled from Spain under U.S. pressure). The volume makes 
a unique scholarly contribution by recounting in detail the process of disestablishment in each of the 
colonies, as well as religion’s constitutional and legal place in the new states of the federal republic.

The Pursuit of Happiness in the Democratic Creed

A modern classic--back in print and available again. Originally published in 1988, this book draws 
on advances in psychology and sociology to explore the fundamental questions of what is meant by 
"success". Rich in fascinating case studies. Line drawings, graphs and tables.

The Pursuit of Happiness in the Democratic Creed

Americans widely believe that the U.S. Constitution was almost wholly created when it was drafted in 
1787 and ratified in 1788. Jonathan Gienapp recovers the unknown story of the Constitution’s second 
creation in the decade after its adoption—a story with explosive implications for current debates over 
constitutional originalism and interpretation.

In Pursuit

Democracy is well-established and soundly practiced in most European countries. But despite unprece-
dented progress, there is growing dissatisfaction with the state of democracy and deepening mistrust 
of democratic institutions; a situation exacerbated by the economic crisis. Are Europe's democracies 
really under threat? Has the traditional model of European democracy exhausted its potential? A broad 



consensus is forming as to the urgent need to examine the origins of the crisis and to explore visions 
and strategies which could contribute to rebuilding confidence in democracy. As Europe's guardian of 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law, the Council of Europe is committed to exploring the state 
and practice of European democracy, as well as identifying new challenges and anticipating future 
trends. In order to facilitate this reflection, the Council of Europe held a series of Democracy Debates 
with the participation of renowned specialists working in a variety of backgrounds and disciplines. 
This publication presents the eight Democracy Debate lectures. Each presentation analyses a specific 
aspect of democracy today, placing the issues not only in their political context but also addressing 
the historical, technological and communication dimensions. The authors make proposals on ways to 
improve democratic governance and offer their predictions on how democracy in Europe may evolve. 
Together, the presentations contribute to improving our understanding of democracy today and to 
recognising the ways it could be protected and strengthened.

The Second Creation

Vile traces the history of the doctrine from its rise during the English Civil War, through its development 
in the eighteenth century -- through subsequent political thought and constitution-making in Britain, 
France, and the United States.

Democracy on the Precipice

In this long essay Becker analyzed the structure, drafting, and philosophy of the Declaration. He 
recognizes that it was not intended as an objective historical statement of the causes of the Revolution, 
but merely furnished a moral and legal justification for rebellion. Step by step, the colonists modified 
their theory to suit their needs. Whenever men become sufficiently dissatisfied with the existing regime 
of positive law and custom, they will be found reaching out beyond it for the rational basis of what they 
conceive ought to be. This is what the Americans did in their controversy with Great Britain.

Constitutionalism and the Separation of Powers

Explores democracy's remarkable rise from obscurity to centre stage in contemporary international 
relations, from the rogue democratic state of 18th Century France to Western pressures for countries 
throughout the world to democratise.

The Declaration of Independence

Shines new light on America's brilliant constitutional and presidential history, from George Washington 
to Barack Obama. In this sweepingly ambitious volume, the nation’s foremost experts on the American 
presidency and the U.S. Constitution join together to tell the intertwined stories of how each American 
president has confronted and shaped the Constitution. Each occupant of the office—the first president 
to the forty-fourth—has contributed to the story of the Constitution through the decisions he made 
and the actions he took as the nation’s chief executive. By examining presidential history through 
the lens of constitutional conflicts and challenges, The Presidents and the Constitution offers a fresh 
perspective on how the Constitution has evolved in the hands of individual presidents. It delves into 
key moments in American history, from Washington’s early battles with Congress to the advent of 
the national security presidency under George W. Bush and Barack Obama, to reveal the dramatic 
historical forces that drove these presidents to action. Historians and legal experts, including Richard 
Ellis, Gary Hart, Stanley Kutler and Kenneth Starr, bring the Constitution to life, and show how the 
awesome powers of the American presidency have been shapes by the men who were granted them. 
The book brings to the fore the overarching constitutional themes that span this country’s history and 
ties together presidencies in a way never before accomplished.

Rise of Democracy

'The best single-volume study of the Enlightenment that we have' Literary Review The Enlightenment 
is one of the formative periods of Western history, yet more than 300 years after it began, it remains 
controversial. It is often seen as the fountainhead of modern values such as human rights, religious 
toleration, freedom of thought, scientific thought as an exemplary form of reasoning, and rationality and 
evidence-based argument. Others accuse the Enlightenment of putting forward a scientific rationality 
which ignores the complexity and variety of human beings, propagates shallow atheism, and aims 
to subjugate nature to so-called technical progress. Answering the question 'what is Enlightenment?' 



Kant famously urged men and women above all to 'have the courage to use your own understanding'. 
Robertson shows how the thinkers of the Enlightenment did just that, seeking a rounded understanding 
of humanity in which reason was balanced with emotion and sensibility. His book goes behind the 
controversies about the Enlightenment to return to its original texts and to show that above all it sought 
to increase human happiness in this world by promoting scientific inquiry and reasoned argument. 
His book overturns many received opinions - for example, that enlightenment necessarily implied 
hostility to religion (though it did challenge the authority traditionally assumed by the Churches). It is a 
master-class in 'big picture' history, about one of the foundational epochs of modern times.

The Presidents and the Constitution

It is impossible fully to understand the American experience apart from Alexis de Tocqueville's Democ-
racy in America. Moreover, it is impossible fully to appreciate Tocqueville by assuming that he brought 
to his visitation to America, or to the writing of his great work, a fixed philosophical doctrine. James 
T. Schleifer documents where, when, and under what influences Tocqueville wrote different sections 
of his work. In doing so, Schleifer discloses the mental processes through which Tocqueville passed 
in reflecting on his experiences in America and transforming these reflections into the most original 
and revealing book ever written about Americans. For the first time the evolution of a number of 
Tocqueville's central themes--democracy, individualism, centralization, despotism--emerges into clear 
relief. As Russell B. Nye has observed, "Schleifer's study is a model of intellectual history, an account 
of the intertwining of a man, a set of ideas, and the final product, a book." The Liberty Fund second 
edition includes a new preface by the author and an epilogue, "The Problem of the Two Democracies." 
James T. Schleifer is Professor of History and Director of the Gill Library at the College of New Rochelle

The Enlightenment

A worldwide survey on the place that philosophy occupies in education and culture, based on a large 
number of documents from dozens of countries and proposals put forward in various international fora. 
Its main conclusion: although the teaching of philosophy is highly praised in principle, it is neglected in 
practice. But in an increasingly interdependent and fragmented world, a sound philosophical education 
is inseparably linked to the issue of freedom. Publie egalement en franais: Philosophie et democratie 
dans le monde Publicado tambien en espanol: Filosofia y democracia en el mundo

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

“A sweeping look at the history of voting rights in the U.S.”—Vox Who has the right to vote? And who 
benefits from exclusion? For most of American history, the right to vote has been a privilege restricted by 
wealth, sex, race, and literacy. Economic qualifications were finally eliminated in the nineteenth century, 
but the ideal of a white man’s republic persisted long after that. Women and racial minorities had to fight 
hard and creatively to secure their voice, but voter identification laws, registration requirements, and 
voter purges continue to prevent millions of American citizens from voting. An award-winning historian 
and voting right activist, Allan Lichtman gives us the history behind today’s headlines. He shows that 
political gerrymandering and outrageous attempts at voter suppression have been a fixture of American 
democracy—but so have efforts to fight back and ensure that every citizen’s voice be heard. “Lichtman 
uses history to contextualize the fix we’re in today. Each party gropes for advantage by fiddling with the 
franchise... Growing outrage, he thinks, could ignite demands for change. With luck, this fine history 
might just help to fan the flame.” —New York Times Book Review “The great value of Lichtman’s book 
is the way it puts today’s right-wing voter suppression efforts in their historical setting. He identifies 
the current push as the third crackdown on African-American voting rights in our history.” —Michael 
Tomasky, New York Review of Books

The Making of Tocqueville's Democracy in America

Reproduction of the original: Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville

Philosophy and Democracy in the World

Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United States has been 
chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official version of history taught in 
schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to focus on the street, the home, and the, 
workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A People's History is the 



only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the words of -- America's women, 
factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working poor, and immigrant laborers. As 
historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest battles -- the fights for a fair wage, 
an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and safety standards, universal suffrage, women's 
rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the grassroots level, against bloody resistance. Covering 
Christopher Columbus's arrival through President Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United 
States, which was nominated for the American Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of the 
most important events in our history. Revised, updated, and featuring a new after, word by the author, 
this special twentieth anniversary edition continues Zinn's important contribution to a complete and 
balanced understanding of American history.

The Embattled Vote in America

There is a great difficulty in the way of a writer who attempts to sketch a living Constitution-a Constitution 
that is in actual work and power. The difficulty is that the object is in constant change. An historical writer 
does not feel this difficulty: he deals only with the past; he can say definitely, the Constitution worked 
in such and such a manner in the year at which he begins, and in a manner in such and such respects 
different in the year at which he ends; he begins with a definite point of time and ends with one also. 
But a contemporary writer who tries to paint what is before him is puzzled and a perplexed: what he 
sees is changing daily. He must paint it as it stood at some one time, or else he will be putting side by 
side in his representations things which never were contemporaneous in reality.

Democracy in America

A History of Western Political Thought is an energetic and lucid account of the most important political 
thinkers and the enduring themes of the last two and a half millennia. Written with students of the 
history of political thought in mind, the book: * traces the development of political thought from Ancient 
Greece to the late twentieth century * focuses on individual thinkers and texts * includes 40 biographies 
of key political thinkers * offers original views of theorists and highlights those which may have been 
unjustly neglected * develops the wider themes of political thought and the relations between thinkers 
over time.

A People's History of the United States

Human rights offer a vision of international justice that today’s idealistic millions hold dear. Yet the very 
concept on which the movement is based became familiar only a few decades ago when it profoundly 
reshaped our hopes for an improved humanity. In this pioneering book, Samuel Moyn elevates that 
extraordinary transformation to center stage and asks what it reveals about the ideal’s troubled present 
and uncertain future. For some, human rights stretch back to the dawn of Western civilization, the 
age of the American and French Revolutions, or the post–World War II moment when the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights was framed. Revisiting these episodes in a dramatic tour of humanity’s 
moral history, The Last Utopia shows that it was in the decade after 1968 that human rights began to 
make sense to broad communities of people as the proper cause of justice. Across eastern and western 
Europe, as well as throughout the United States and Latin America, human rights crystallized in a few 
short years as social activism and political rhetoric moved it from the hallways of the United Nations 
to the global forefront. It was on the ruins of earlier political utopias, Moyn argues, that human rights 
achieved contemporary prominence. The morality of individual rights substituted for the soiled political 
dreams of revolutionary communism and nationalism as international law became an alternative to 
popular struggle and bloody violence. But as the ideal of human rights enters into rival political agendas, 
it requires more vigilance and scrutiny than when it became the watchword of our hopes.

The English Constitution

A discussion of the ideas behind the U.S. Constitution and how they have been interpreted both in the 
past and at present.

A History of Western Political Thought

A provocative reassessment of the concept of an American golden age of European-born reason 
and intellectual curiosity in the years following the Revolutionary War The accepted myth of the 
“American Enlightenment” suggests that the rejection of monarchy and establishment of a new republic 



in the United States in the eighteenth century was the realization of utopian philosophies born in the 
intellectual salons of Europe and radiating outward to the New World. In this revelatory work, Stanford 
historian Caroline Winterer argues that a national mythology of a unitary, patriotic era of enlightenment 
in America was created during the Cold War to act as a shield against the threat of totalitarianism, and 
that Americans followed many paths toward political, religious, scientific, and artistic enlightenment in 
the 1700s that were influenced by European models in more complex ways than commonly thought. 
Winterer’s book strips away our modern inventions of the American national past, exploring which of our 
ideas and ideals are truly rooted in the eighteenth century and which are inventions and mystifications 
of more recent times.

The Last Utopia

UNESCO was established in November 1945 with the aim of seeking to "advance the objectives of 
international peace and of the common welfare of mankind" by "promoting the educational and scientific 
and cultural relations of the peoples of the world". This publication, based on a selection of texts drawn 
from UNESCO's archives, examines the evolution and activities of the organisation over the past sixty 
years in its efforts to stimulate intellectual debate and provide guidance in the promotion of a more 
peaceful, tolerant and humane world.

We Hold These Truths

The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution tells the forgotten, 
untold story of the origins of U.S. law. Before the Revolutionary War, a 26-year-old Italian thinker, Cesare 
Beccaria, published On Crimes and Punishments, a runaway bestseller that shaped the Declaration of 
Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and early American laws. America's Founding Fathers, including 
early U.S. Presidents, avidly read Beccaria's book--a product of the Italian Enlightenment that argued 
against tyranny and the death penalty. Beccaria's book shaped American views on everything from 
free speech to republicanism, to "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness," to gun ownership 
and the founders' understanding of "cruel and unusual punishments," the famous phrase in the 
U.S. Constitution's Eighth Amendment. In opposing torture and infamy, Beccaria inspired America's 
founders to jettison England's Bloody Code, heavily reliant on executions and corporal punishments, 
and to adopt the penitentiary system. The cast of characters in The Birth of American Law includes the 
usual suspects--George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams and James Madison. But it also 
includes the now little-remembered Count Luigi Castiglioni, a botanist from Milan who--decades before 
Alexis de Tocqueville's Democracy in America--toured all thirteen original American states before the 
1787 Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia. Also figuring in this dramatic story of the American 
Revolution: Madison's Princeton classmate William Bradford, an early U.S. Attorney General and 
Beccaria devotee; John Dickinson, the "Penman of the Revolution" who wrote of Beccaria's "genius" 
and "masterly hand"; James Wilson and Dr. Benjamin Rush, signers of the Declaration of Independence 
and fellow Beccaria admirers; and Philip Mazzei, Jefferson's Italian-American neighbor at Monticello 
and yet another Beccaria enthusiast. In documenting Beccaria's game-changing influence, The Birth 
of American Law sheds important new light on the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the creation 
of American law. This book is part of the Legal History Series, edited by H. Jefferson Powell, Duke 
University School of Law. The Birth of American Law was awarded the 2015 Scribes Book Award and 
the First Prize in the 2015 AAIS Book Award competition (in the 18th/19th century category). It was 
also named INDIEFAB's 2014 Gold Winner for History!

American Enlightenments

This book explores the concept of 'cognitive injustice': the failure to recognise the different ways of 
knowing by which people across the globe run their lives and provide meaning to their existence. 
Boaventura de Sousa Santos shows why global social justice is not possible without global cognitive 
justice. Santos argues that Western domination has profoundly marginalised knowledge and wisdom 
that had been in existence in the global South. She contends that today it is imperative to recover 
and valorize the epistemological diversity of the world. Epistemologies of the South outlines a new 
kind of bottom-up cosmopolitanism, in which conviviality, solidarity and life triumph against the logic of 
market-ridden greed and individualism.

On Revolution



America's Revolutionary Mind is the first major reinterpretation of the American Revolution since the 
publication of Bernard Bailyn's The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution and Gordon S. 
Wood's The Creation of the American Republic. The purpose of this book is twofold: first, to elucidate 
the logic, principles, and significance of the Declaration of Independence as the embodiment of the 
American mind; and, second, to shed light on what John Adams once called the "real American 
Revolution"; that is, the moral revolution that occurred in the minds of the people in the fifteen years 
before 1776. The Declaration is used here as an ideological road map by which to chart the intellectual 
and moral terrain traveled by American Revolutionaries as they searched for new moral principles to 
deal with the changed political circumstances of the 1760s and early 1770s. This volume identifies and 
analyzes the modes of reasoning, the patterns of thought, and the new moral and political principles 
that served American Revolutionaries first in their intellectual battle with Great Britain before 1776 and 
then in their attempt to create new Revolutionary societies after 1776. The book reconstructs what 
amounts to a near-unified system of thought—what Thomas Jefferson called an “American mind” or 
what I call “America’s Revolutionary mind.” This American mind was, I argue, united in its fealty to a 
common philosophy that was expressed in the Declaration and launched with the words, “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident.”

Humanity in the Making

"In the course of human events there have always been those who deny or reject human freedom, but 
Americans will never falter in defending the fundamental truths of human liberty proclaimed on July 
4, 1776. We will-we must-always hold these truths. The declared purpose of the President's Advisory 
1776 Commission is to "enable a rising generation to understand the history and principles of the 
founding of the United States in 1776 and to strive to form a more perfect Union." This requires a 
restoration of American education, which can only be grounded on a history of those principles that is 
"accurate, honest, unifying, inspiring, and ennobling." And a rediscovery of ourshared identity rooted 
in our founding principles is the path to a renewed American unity and a confident American future"--

The Birth of American Law

The field of comparative constitutional law has grown immensely over the past couple of decades. 
Once a minor and obscure adjunct to the field of domestic constitutional law, comparative constitutional 
law has now moved front and centre. Driven by the global spread of democratic government and 
the expansion of international human rights law, the prominence and visibility of the field, among 
judges, politicians, and scholars has grown exponentially. Even in the United States, where domestic 
constitutional exclusivism has traditionally held a firm grip, use of comparative constitutional materials 
has become the subject of a lively and much publicized controversy among various justices of the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The trend towards harmonization and international borrowing has been controversial. 
Whereas it seems fair to assume that there ought to be great convergence among industrialized 
democracies over the uses and functions of commercial contracts, that seems far from the case in 
constitutional law. Can a parliamentary democracy be compared to a presidential one? A federal 
republic to a unitary one? Moreover, what about differences in ideology or national identity? Can 
constitutional rights deployed in a libertarian context be profitably compared to those at work in a social 
welfare context? Is it perilous to compare minority rights in a multi-ethnic state to those in its ethnically 
homogeneous counterparts? These controversies form the background to the field of comparative 
constitutional law, challenging not only legal scholars, but also those in other fields, such as philosophy 
and political theory. Providing the first single-volume, comprehensive reference resource, the 'Oxford 
Handbook of Comparative Constitutional Law' will be an essential road map to the field for all those 
working within it, or encountering it for the first time. Leading experts in the field examine the history 
and methodology of the discipline, the central concepts of constitutional law, constitutional processes, 
and institutions - from legislative reform to judicial interpretation, rights, and emerging trends.

Epistemologies of the South

"Senior co-administrator of the Norcoast Salmon Research Facility, Dr. Mackenzie Connor - Mac to her 
friends and colleagues - was a biologist who had wanted nothing more out of life than to study the 
spawning habits of salmon. But that was before she met Brymn, the first member of the Dhryn race ever 
to set foot on Earth. And it was before Base was attacked, and Mac's friend and fellow scientist Dr. Emily 
Mamani was kidnapped by the mysterious race known as the Ro." "From that moment on everything 
changed for Mac, for Emily, for Brymn, for the human race, and for all the many member races of the 



Interspecies Union." "Now, with the alien Dhryn following an instinct-driven migratory path through the 
inhabited spaceways - bringing about the annihilation of sentient races who have the misfortune to lie 
along the star trail they are following - time is running out not only for the human race but for all life 
forms." "And only Mac and her disparate band of researchers - drawn from many of the races that are 
members of the Interspecies Union - stand any chance of solving the deadly puzzle of the Dhryn and 
the equally enigmatic Ro."--BOOK JACKET.

America's Revolutionary Mind

In this short and powerful book, celebrated philosopher Martha Nussbaum makes a passionate case 
for the importance of the liberal arts at all levels of education. Historically, the humanities have been 
central to education because they have been seen as essential for creating competent democratic 
citizens. But recently, Nussbaum argues, thinking about the aims of education has gone disturbingly 
awry in the United States and abroad. We increasingly treat education as though its primary goal were to 
teach students to be economically productive rather than to think critically and become knowledgeable, 
productive, and empathetic individuals. This shortsighted focus on profitable skills has eroded our 
ability to criticize authority, reduced our sympathy with the marginalized and different, and damaged our 
competence to deal with complex global problems. And the loss of these basic capacities jeopardizes 
the health of democracies and the hope of a decent world. In response to this dire situation, Nussbaum 
argues that we must resist efforts to reduce education to a tool of the gross national product. Rather, 
we must work to reconnect education to the humanities in order to give students the capacity to be 
true democratic citizens of their countries and the world. In a new preface, Nussbaum explores the 
current state of humanistic education globally and shows why the crisis of the humanities has far from 
abated. Translated into over twenty languages, Not for Profit draws on the stories of troubling—and 
hopeful—global educational developments. Nussbaum offers a manifesto that should be a rallying cry 
for anyone who cares about the deepest purposes of education.

Common Sense

Co-author of the groundbreaking Empire and Multitude, Michael Hardt examines the Declaration of 
Independence and other texts by Jefferson, arguing that his powerful concept of democracy provides a 
biting critique of the current American administration. Introducing this collection of Jefferson’s writings, 
Michael Hardt makes a powerful case for re-examining the foundational writings of this American 
revolutionary in order to reignite the dialogue that first conceived of a “land of the free.”

The 1776 Report

The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Constitutional Law
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