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Making Sense of the Troubles

Compellingly written and even-handed in its judgments, this is by far the clearest account of what has 
happened through the years in the Northern Ireland conflict, and why. After a chapter of background 
on the period from 1921 to 1963, it covers the ensuing period--the descent into violence, the hunger 
strikes, the Anglo-Irish accord, the bombers in England--to the present shaky peace process. Behind 
the deluge of information and opinion about the conflict, there is a straightforward and gripping story. Mr. 
McKittrick and Mr. McVea tell that story clearly, concisely, and, above all, fairly, avoiding intricate detail in 
favor of narrative pace and accessible prose. They describe and explain a lethal but fascinating time in 
Northern Ireland's history, which brought not only death, injury, and destruction but enormous political 
and social change. They close on an optimistic note, convinced that while peace--if it comes--will 
always be imperfect, a corner has now been decisively turned. The book includes a detailed chronology, 
statistical tables, and a glossary of terms.

Making Sense of the Troubles

COMPLETELY REVISED AND UPDATED EDITION -- THE ESSENTIAL HISTORY OF THE TROU-
BLES 'Compellingly written and very even-handed. By far the clearest account of what hap-
pened in the Northern Ireland conflict and more importantly why it happened' Irish News 'Extra-
ordinarily well-balanced, sane, comprehensive and rich in sober understatement' Glasgow Herald 
__________________________ First published two decades ago, Making Sense of the Troubles is 
widely regarded as the most 'comprehensive, considered and compassionate' (Irish Times) history 
of the Troubles in Northern Ireland. Written by a distinguished journalist and a teacher of history in 
Northern Ireland, it surveys the roots of the problems from 1921 onwards, the descent into violence 
in the late 60s, and the three terrible decades that followed. In this fully revised and updated version, 
McKittrick and McVea take into account the momentous events of the ten years that followed their 
first publication, including the disbanding of the IRA, Ian Paisley's deal with the Republicans and the 
historic power-sharing government in Belfast. __________________________ 'An updated reissue of 
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a collaborative study published 12 years ago to rave reviews as a frank, accurate and authoritative 
narrative of events which should be required reading for anyone hoping to understand what had been 
going on in the North' Irish Independent 'I would strongly advocate that it be made compulsory reading 
for everyone in Northern Ireland because for the first time it is our history, all of it warts and all, presented 
in a clear and understandable way' Irish News

Making Sense of the Troubles

By far the clearest account of what happened in the Northern Ireland conflict - and why. The troubles 
rolled grimly on for almost thirty years from the late '60s until the onset of the current shaky peace 
process. In that time they never strayed far off the news schedules of the world's media. But behind the 
wall of information and opinion there was a straightforward and gripping story, demanding to be told 
in an accessible way. Award-winning Ireland correspondent for the Independent David McKittrick and 
historian David McVea at last tell that story - clearly, concisely and above all fairly.

Lost Lives

This is a unique work filled with passion and violence, with humanity and inhumanity. It is the story of 
the Northern Ireland troubles told through the lives of those who have suffered and the deaths which 
have resulted from the conflict.

Endgame in Ireland

Eamonn Mallie and David McKittrick have been granted unique access to the research undertaken for 
the TV series ENDGAME IN IRELAND. As controversial as the television series this book tells, more 
vividly than ever before, the inside story of the peace process from 1981 through the words of the key 
people invloved - many of whom have never talked 'on the record'. It is an extraordinary story of secret 
meeings and clandestine negotiations as all parties struggled to overcome centuries of distrust. As well 
as the material from the series, the authors have included extra material so that the book is illuminated 
by their insight gained through their long experience reporting to on the conflict. This book is not only 
a new portrayal of people and events, but an important addition to our understanding of Irish history.

Reporting the Troubles

This landmark book is a history of the Troubles told by the journalists who were on the ground from the 
beginning, and including many of the biggest name in journalism for the last fifty years. Raw, thought 
provoking and profoundly moving, Reporting the Troubles is an extraordinary act of remembrance.

The Troubles

The Troubles refers to a violent thirty-year conflict, at the heart of which lay the constitutional status 
of Northern Ireland. Over 3,000 people were killed on all sides, and many more damaged by a legacy 
that continued long past 1998. After looking at the roots of Catholic discrimination of the Northern Irish 
state, Coogan points to Orange prejudice in housing, education and jobs and the lack of a Catholic 
outlet for peaceful protest. He argues that the war in the North started as a civil rights demonstration, 
but that radical Orange response soon turned protest into war. He takes a close look at Ian Paisley 'the 
great pornographer'; John Hume, the quiet peacemaker; Gerry Adams, gunman turned peacemaker; 
and Albert Reynolds, the first prime minister to insist on peace. In this controversial volume, Coogan 
covers all parts of the war, from Bloody Sunday in 1972 to the Bobby Sands hunger strike. Although 
written from a nationalist viewpoint, Coogan has taken a complicated history and explained it simply, 
with grace and wit.

The Partition of Ireland and the Troubles

*Includes pictures *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading "The Honorable 
Member must remember that in the South they boasted of a Catholic State. They still boast of 
Southern Ireland being a Catholic State. All I boast of is that we are a Protestant Parliament and a 
Protestant State. It would be rather interesting for historians of the future to compare a Catholic State 
launched in the South with a Protestant State launched in the North and to see which gets on the 
better and prospers the more." - Sir James Craig There are very few national relationships quite as 
complicated and enigmatic as the one that exists between the English and the Irish. For two peoples 
so interconnected by geography and history, the depth of animosity that is often expressed is difficult at 



times to understand. At the same time, historic links of family and clan, and common Gaelic roots, have 
at times fostered a degree of mutual regard, interdependence, and cooperation that is also occasionally 
hard to fathom. During World War I, for example, Ireland fought for the British Empire as part of that 
empire, and the Irish response to the call to arms was at times just as enthusiastic as that of other 
British dominions such as Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. An excerpt from one war recruitment 
poster asked, "What have you done for Ireland? How have you answered the Call? Are you pleased 
with the part you're playing in the job that demands us all? Have you changed the tweed for the khaki 
to serve with rank and file, as your comrades are gladly serving, or isn't it worth your while?" And 
yet, at the same time, plots were unearthed to cooperate with the Germans in toppling British rule in 
Ireland, which would have virtually ensured an Allied defeat. In World War II, despite Irish neutrality, 
12,000 Irish soldiers volunteered to join the Khaki line, returning after the war to the scorn and vitriol 
of a great many of their more radical countrymen. One of the most bitter and divisive struggles in the 
history of the British Isles, and in the history of the British Empire, played out over the question of Home 
Rule and Irish independence, and then later still as the British province of Northern Ireland grappled 
within itself for the right to secede from the United Kingdom or the right to remain. What is it within this 
complicated relationship that has kept this strange duality of mutual love and hate at play? A rendition 
of "Danny Boy" has the power to reduce both Irishmen and Englishmen to tears, and yet they have torn 
at one another in a violent conflict that can be traced to the very dawn of their contact. This history of 
the British Isles themselves is in part responsible. The fraternal difficulties of two neighbors so closely 
aligned, but so unequally endowed, can be blamed for much of the trouble. The imperialist tendencies 
of the English themselves, tendencies that created an empire that embodied the best and worst of 
humanity, alienated them from not only the Irish, but the Scots and Welsh too. However, the British also 
extended that colonial duality to other great societies of the world, India not least among them, without 
the same enduring suspicion and hostility. There is certainly something much more than the sum of 
its parts in this curious combination of love and loathing that characterizes the Anglo-Irish relationship. 
The Partition of Ireland and the Troubles: The History of Northern Ireland from the Irish Civil War to the 
Good Friday Agreement analyzes the tumultuous events that marked the creation of Northern Ireland, 
and the conflicts fueled by the partition. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, 
you will learn about Northern Ireland like never before.

A Short History of the Troubles

From the first symptoms of serious unrest - the Divis Street riots of 1964 - to the tortuous political 
manoeuvrings culminating in the 2003 Assembly elections, the book traces the reality of life in Northern 
Ireland during the Troubles. It details the motivation behind the IRA 'armed struggle', the Civil Rights 
movement, the murder campaigns of various loyalist terror groups, the major incidents of violence and 
the response of the British security forces and the justice system. It describes what it was like to live 
with bombs, army searches in the dead of night, death threats to politicians, activists and others. A 
detailed account of the political and personal toll of the Northern Ireland conflict.

Say Nothing: A True Story Of Murder and Memory In Northern Ireland

WINNER OF THE ORWELL PRIZE FOR POLITICAL WRITING 2019 A BARACK OBAMA BEST BOOK 
OF 2019 SHORTLISTED FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR NONFICTION 2019 TIME’s #1 
Best Nonfiction Book of 2019 A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ‘A must read’ Gillian Flynn

Northern Ireland

The complete history of Northern Ireland from the Irish Civil War to Brexit “A wonderful book, beautifully 
written. . . . Informative and incisive.”—Irish Times After two decades of relative peace following the Good 
Friday Agreement of 1998, the Brexit referendum in 2016 reopened the Northern Ireland question. In 
this thoughtful and engaging book, Feargal Cochrane considers the region’s troubled history from the 
struggle for Irish independence in the nineteenth century to the present. New chapters explain the 
reasons for the suspension of devolved government at Stormont in 2017 and its restoration in 2020 
as well as the consequences for Northern Ireland of Britain’s decision to leave the European Union. 
Providing a complete account of the province’s hundred-year history, this book is essential reading to 
understand the present dimensions of the Northern Irish conflict.

Despatches from Belfast



It is, of course, no secret that undercover Special Forces and intelligence agencies operated in Northern 
Ireland and the Republic throughout the troubles, from 1969 to 2001 and beyond. What is less well 
known is how these units were recruited, how they operated, what their mandate was and what they 
actually did. This is the first account to reveal much of this hitherto unpublished information, providing 
a truly unique record of surveillance, reconnaissance, intelligence gathering, collusion and undercover 
combat.An astonishing number of agencies were active to combat the IRA murder squads (the Provos), 
among others the Military Reaction Force (MRF) and the Special Reconnaissance Unit, also known 
as the 14 Field Security and Intelligence Company (The Det), as well as MI5, Special Branch, the 
RUC, the UDR and the Force Research Unit (FRU), later the Joint Support Group (JSG)). It deals 
with still contentious and challenging issues as shoot-to-kill, murder squads, the Disappeared, and 
collusion with loyalists. It examines the findings of the Stevens, Cassel and De Silva reports and looks 
at operations Loughgall, Andersonstown, Gibraltar and others.

Northern Ireland: The Troubles

Seventeenth Century Irelandwas chosen by CHOICEfor the 1989-1990 Outstanding Academic Books 
and Nonprint Material (OABN) list. The OABN list includes only the top 10% of all books reviewed 
by CHOICE in 1989. Contents: Introduction; Identities and Allegiances, 1603-25; The Crown and 
the Catholics: Royal Government and Policy 1625-37; Fateful Ideologies: The Stuart Inheritance; 
Wentworth and the Ulster Crisis, 1638-9; On the Eve of Revolution, 1639-41; 1641: The Plot That 
Never Was; Insurrection and Confederation, 1641-4; In Search of a Settlement: Ormond, Rinuccini 
and Cromwell, 1645-53; Theology and the Politics of Sovereignty: Jansenist, Jesuit and Franciscan; 
Ideologies in Conflict, 1660-91; References; Bibliography; Index R

Seventeenth-century Ireland

Since the 1970s people have been murdering their neighbours in Northern Ireland. This book is the 
true account of the small-town violence and terror which lies behind the headlines.

Killing Rage

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, a civil war started in Northern Ireland. This book tells that story 
through Belfast and Derry, using original archival research to trace how multiple and overlapping 
conflicts unfolded on their streets. The Troubles grew out of a political process that mobilised opponents 
and defenders of the Stormont regime, and which also dragged London and Dublin into the crisis. 
Drawing upon government papers, police reports, army files, intelligence summaries, evidence to 
inquiries and parish chronicles, this book sheds fresh light on key events such as the 5 October 1968 
march, the Battle of the Bogside, the Belfast riots of August 1969, the ‘Battle of St Matthew’s’ (June 
1970) and the Falls Road curfew (July 1970). Prince and Warner offer us two richly-detailed, engaging 
narratives that intertwine to present a new history of the start of the Troubles in Belfast and Derry – one 
that also establishes a foundation for comparison with similar developments elsewhere in the world.

Belfast and Derry in Revolt

The definitive study of this troubled region The Northern Ireland conflict is the most protracted 
and bitter campaign of terrorist violence in modern history. Despite decommissioning and political 
compromise, violent incidents are still rife and Unionists and Nationalists are as segregated as ever. 
This landmark introduction uses the latest archival material to chart the history of The Troubles and 
examine their legacy. Exploring the effects of sectarian violence, British intervention, and efforts to 
improve community relations, this astute book extends beyond the usual cliches found elsewhere.

The Northern Ireland Conflict

Kevin Toolis investigated the lives of men and women who, for the twenty-five years of the IRA's war 
with Britain formed the backbone of its effort. Each chapter explores a world in which history and the 
republican (and loyalist) interpretation of it dominate lives and deaths. Rebel Hearts does not seek to 
explain the roots of the conflict in Northern Ireland in a direct historical narrative form, but constructs, 
and reconstructs, its history through a series of connected and highly detailed individual portraits.The 
book is now updated with two long new chapters on all the latest developments. 'One of the strengths 
of Kevin Toolis's compelling, chilling, coldly brilliant book is that it reawakens the mind to the reality of 
why they took place ... easily the best book I have read on the Troubles' John Sweeney, Literary Review 



'An honest and important book, essential for anyone who wants to assess what has been happening 
for the past twenty-five years in 'Northern Ireland' and what is likely to happen next' Robert Kee, Irish 
Times

Rebel Hearts

The Troubles claimed the lives of almost four thousand people in Northern Ireland, most of them 
civilians; forty-five thousand were injured in bombings and shootings. Relative to population size this 
was the most intense conflict experienced in Western Europe since the end of the Second World War. 
The central question posed in this book is fundamental, yet it is one that has rarely been asked: Who 
was primarily responsible for the prosecution of the Troubles and their attendant toll of the dead, the 
injured, and the emotionally traumatized? Liam Kennedy, who lived in Belfast throughout most of the 
conflict, was long afraid to raise the question and its implications. After years of reflection and research 
on the matter he has brought together elements of history, politics, sociology, and social psychology 
to identify the collective actors who drove the conflict onwards for more than three decades, from the 
days of the civil rights movement in the late 1960s to the signing of the Good Friday Agreement in 
1998. The Troubles in Northern Ireland are a world-class problem in miniature. The combustible mix of 
national, ethnic, and sectarian passions that went into the making of the conflict has its parallels today 
in other parts of the world. Who Was Responsible for the Troubles? is an original and controversial work 
that captures the terror and the pain but also the hope of life and the pursuit of happiness in a deeply 
divided society.

Who Was Responsible for the Troubles?

The first comprehensive account to record and analyze all deaths arising from the Irish revolution 
between 1916 and 1921 This account covers the turbulent period from the 1916 Rising to the Anglo-Irish 
Treaty of December 1921—a period which saw the achievement of independence for most of nationalist 
Ireland and the establishment of Northern Ireland as a self-governing province of the United Kingdom. 
Separatists fought for independence against government forces and, in North East Ulster, armed 
loyalists. Civilians suffered violence from all combatants, sometimes as collateral damage, often as 
targets. Eunan O’Halpin and Daithí Ó Corráin catalogue and analyze the deaths of all men, women, 
and children who died during the revolutionary years—505 in 1916; 2,344 between 1917 and 1921. 
This study provides a unique and comprehensive picture of everyone who died: in what manner, by 
whose hands, and why. Through their stories we obtain original insight into the Irish revolution itself.

The Dead of the Irish Revolution

A timely work of major historical importance, examining the whole spectrum of events from the 1916 
Easter Rising to the current and ongoing peace process, fully updated with a new afterword for the 
paperback edition. ‘An essential book ... closely-reasoned, formidably intelligent and utterly compelling 
... required reading across the political spectrum ... important and riveting’ Roy Foster, The Times ‘An 
outstanding new book on the IRA ... a calm, rational but in the end devastating deconstruction of the 
IRA’ Henry McDonald, Observer ‘Superb ... the first full history of the IRA and the best overall account 
of the organization. English writes to the highest scholarly standards ... Moreover, he writes with the 
common reader in mind: he has crafted a fine balance of detail and analysis and his prose is clear, 
fresh and jargon-free ... sets a new standard for debate on republicanism’ Peter Hart, Irish Times 'The 
one book I recommend for anyone trying to understand the craziness and complexity of the Northern 
Ireland tragedy.’ Frank McCourt, author of Angela’s Ashes

Armed Struggle

The key turning point in modern Ireland's history, the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921 has shadowed Ireland's 
political life for decades. In this first book-length assessment of the treaty in over seventy years, Jason 
Knirck recounts the compelling story of the nationalist politics that produced the Irish Revolution, the 
tortuous treaty negotiations, and the deep divisions within Sinn Féin that led to the slow unraveling of 
fragile party cohesion. Focusing on broad ideological and political disputes, as well as on the powerful 
personalities involved, the author considers the major issues that divided the pro- and anti-treaty forces, 
why these issues mattered, and the later judgments of historians. He concludes that the treaty debates 
were in part the result of the immaturity of Irish nationalist politics, as well as the overriding emphasis 
given to revolutionary unity. A fascinating story in their own right, the treaty debates also open a wider 



window onto questions of European nationalism, colonialism, state-building, and competing visions of 
Irish national independence. Treaty Documents

Imagining Ireland's Independence

"Highly readable" – Irish News "A gripping appraisal of Northern Ireland's turbulent first century. 
Essential reading for anyone who wants to understand how we have got to where we are today." – 
Suzanne Breen, Belfast Telegraph "A timely and lucid analysis of the Troubles that asks hard questions 
of successive British governments. The good news for the current government is that it also offers some 
answers." – Rory Carroll, The Guardian *** "For God's sake, bring me a large Scotch. What a bloody 
awful country!" Home Secretary Reginald Maudling, returning from his first visit to Northern Ireland in 
1970 As a long and bloody guerrilla war staggered to a close on the island of Ireland, Britain beat a 
retreat from all but a small portion of the country – and thus, in 1921, Northern Ireland was born. That 
partition, says Kevin Meagher, has been an unmitigated disaster for Nationalists and Unionists alike. 
Following the fraught history of British rule in Ireland, a better future was there for the taking but was 
lost amid political paralysis, while the resulting fifty years of devolution succeeded only in creating a 
brooding sectarian stalemate that exploded into the Troubles. In a stark but reasoned critique, Meagher 
traces the landmark events in Northern Ireland's century of existence, exploring the missed signals, the 
turning points, the principled decisions that should have been taken, as well as the raw realpolitik of how 
Northern Ireland has been governed over the past 100 years. Thoughtful and sometimes provocative, 
What a Bloody Awful Country reflects on how both Loyalists and Republicans might have played their 
cards differently and, ultimately, how the actions of successive British governments have amounted to 
a masterclass in failed statecraft.

What a Bloody Awful Country

The bestselling investigation of one of Northern Ireland's most brutal and infamous murder cases 
'Makes for gripping but altogether terrifying reading' Washington Times 'Dillon is recommended reading 
for anyone wishing to understand the complexities of British-Irish politics. He stands alone as one of 
the most creative writers of our time' Irish Times ________________________________ 'This was the 
ultimate way to kill a man.' In the 1970s, in some of the most violent days of the Troubles in Northern 
Ireland, a group of Protestant paramilitaries embarked on a spree of indiscriminate murder which left 
thirty Catholics dead in the Shankill area of Belfast. Their leader was Lenny Murphy: a fanatical Unionist 
whose Catholic-sounding surname had led to his persecution as a child, Murphy swore revenge on all 
Catholics, and with his gang wreaked havoc onto an already fractured city. Not for the squeamish, The 
Shankill Butchers is a horrifying and detailed account of one of the most brutal series of murders in 
British legal history - a phenomenon whose real nature has been obscured by the troubled and violent 
context from which it sprang.

The Shankill Butchers

This is a study of how the Northern Ireland conflict was presented to an increasingly global audience 
during the premiership of Britain's 'Iron Lady', Margaret Thatcher. It addresses the tensions that 
characterized the relationship between the broadcast media and the Thatcher Government throughout 
the 1980s. Robert J. Savage explores how that tension worked its way into decisions made by 
managers, editors, and reporters addressing a conflict that seemed insoluble. Margaret Thatcher 
mistrusted the broadcast media, especially the BBC, believing it had a left-wing bias that was hostile to 
her interests and policies. This was especially true of the broadcast media's reporting about Northern 
Ireland. She regarded investigative reporting that explored the roots of republican violence in the 
region or coverage critical of her government's initiatives as undermining the rule of law, and thereby 
providing terrorists with what she termed the 'oxygen of publicity'. She followed in the footsteps of the 
Labour Government that proceeded her by threatening and bullying both the BBC and IBA, promising 
that the draconian Prevention of Terrorism Act would be deployed to punish journalists that came 
into contact with the IRA. Although both networks continued to offer compelling news and current 
affairs programming, the tactics of her government produced considerable success. Wary of direct 
government intervention, both networks encouraged a remarkable degree of self-censorship when 
addressing 'the Troubles'. Regardless, by 1988, the Thatcher Government, unhappy with criticism of 
its policies, took the extraordinary step of imposing formal censorship on the British broadcast media. 
The infamous 'broadcasting ban' lasted six years, successfully silencing the voices of Irish republicans 
while tarnishing the reputation of the United Kingdom as a leading global democracy.

Northern Ireland, the BBC, and Censorship in Thatcher's Britain



O'Doherty was immediately averse to supporting the IRA and felt, at the beginning of the Troubles, a 
loss of moral bearings, when both the state and the insurgents were in murderous form

The Trouble with Guns

The British campaign in Northern Ireland remains one of the most controversial actions in recent 
history. This new book by Aaron Edwards considers the strategic, operational and tactical aspects of 
what become the longest ever campaign embarked upon by British troops. The 38-year campaign, 
codenamed Operation Banner, went through a number of phases. It began as a peacekeeping 
operation, morphed into a counter-insurgency operation and ending as a policing and counter-terrorism 
force. Banner was massive in scale. No less than 10,000 troops were on active service throughout the 
campaign and at one point as many as 30,000 men and women were deployed on Ulster's streets. 
Drawing on extensive new research, this book presents an authoritative introduction to the 'Troubles', 
providing a strategic analysis of the successes and failures of the campaign.

The Northern Ireland Troubles

This book is Open Access under a CC BY license. It is the first monograph-length study of the 
force-feeding of hunger strikers in English, Irish and Northern Irish prisons. It examines ethical debates 
that arose throughout the twentieth century when governments authorised the force-feeding of impris-
oned suffragettes, Irish republicans and convict prisoners. It also explores the fraught role of prison 
doctors called upon to perform the procedure. Since the Home Office first authorised force-feeding 
in 1909, a number of questions have been raised about the procedure. Is force-feeding safe? Can it 
kill? Are doctors who feed prisoners against their will abandoning the medical ethical norms of their 
profession? And do state bodies use prison doctors to help tackle political dissidence at times of political 
crisis?

A History of Force Feeding

The first part of the landmark trilogy documenting modern-day Northern Ireland, by the author of 
Loyalists and Brits This work examines the Provos, from 1969, when the IRA was effectively dead and 
buried, to within a few short years, when it had resurrected to become the most feared and sophisticated 
terrorist organization in the world. The book is based on in-depth interviews with key personalities in 
the Army, Police, British and Irish governments, giving first-hand accounts of the key events. It contains 
material not included in the television series being broadcast on BBC 1 in autumn 1997. Never before 
has an outsider had such access to record the remarkable history of the provisional IRA and Sinn 
Fein, from their dramatic beginnings to the critical juncture they have reached today - on the brink of 
becoming part of the cabinet in the new government of Northern Ireland. An astonishing story, told 
as only Peter Taylor could. There are no images in this edition *PRAISE FOR PETER TAYLOR* 'Only 
a journalist of Peter Taylor's standing could have persuaded people from all sides in the conflict to 
cooperate in such a manner. The result was a first-rate piece of journalism. It was also first-rate history' 
Guardian



The Provos

Getting to Good Friday intertwines literary analysis and narrative history in an accessible account of the 
shifts in thinking and talking about Northern Ireland's divided society that brought thirty years of political 
violence to a close with the 1998 Belfast/Good Friday Agreement. Drawing on decades of reading, 
researching, and teaching Northern Irish literature and talking and corresponding with Northern Irish 
writers, Marilynn Richtarik describes literary reactions and contributions to the peace process during 
the fifteen years preceding the Agreement and in the immediate post-conflict era. Progress in this period 
hinged on negotiators' ability to revise the terms used to discuss the conflict. As poet Michael Longley 
commented in 1998, 'In its language the Good Friday Agreement depended on an almost poetic 
precision and suggestiveness to get its complicated message across.' Interpreting selected literary 
works by Brian Friel, Seamus Heaney, Michael Longley, Deirdre Madden, Seamus Deane, Bernard 
MacLaverty, Colum McCann, and David Park within a detailed historical frame, Richtarik demonstrates 
the extent to which authors were motivated by a desire both to comment on and to intervene in 
unfolding political situations. Getting to Good Friday suggests that literature as literature-that is, in its 
formal properties in addition to anything it might have to 'say' about a given subject-can enrich readers' 
historical understanding. Through Richtarik's engaging narrative, creative writing emerges as both the 
medium of and a metaphor for the peace process itself.

Getting to Good Friday

"The bullets didn't just travel in distance, they travelled in time. Some of those bullets never stop 
travelling." Jack Kennedy, father of James Kennedy On 15th August 1969, nine-year-old Patrick Rooney 
became the first child killed as a result of the 'Troubles' - one of 186 children who would die in the conflict 
in Northern Ireland. Fifty years on, these young lives are honoured in a memorable book that spans 
a singular era. From the teenage striker who scored two goals in a Belfast schools cup final, to the 
aspiring architect who promised to build his mother a house, to the five-year-old girl who wrote in her 
copy book on the day she died, 'I am a good girl. I talk to God', Children of the Troubles recounts the 
previously untold story of Northern Ireland's lost children -- and those who died in the Republic, the UK 
and as far afield as West Germany -- and the lives that might have been. Based on original interviews 
with almost one hundred families, as well as extensive archival research, this unique book includes 
many children who have never been publicly acknowledged as victims of the Troubles, and draws a 
compelling social and cultural picture of the era. Much loved, deeply mourned, and never forgotten, 
Children of the Troubles is both an acknowledgement of and a tribute to young lives lost. *Please note 
that this ebook edition is fixed format - best suited to colour/tablet devices.

Children of the Troubles

This book combines documentary evidence with original interviews with politicians, mediators, civil 
servants, and Republicans to create a vivid of the secret negotiations and back-channels that were 
used in repeated efforts to end the Northern Ireland conflict.

Deniable Contact

Although recent events are testing its durability, the Good Friday Agreement of 1998 has been hailed 
as a triumph of Anglo-Irish diplomacy. But why did it take 30 years of intense conflict to reach an 
understanding of the problem before a solution could be implemented?

Special Relationships

In this insightful work, David Brundage tells a dramatic story of more 200 years of American activism 
in the cause of Ireland, from the 1798 Irish rebellion to the 1998 Good Friday Agreement.

Irish Nationalists in America

The classic general history of Ireland covering the economic, social and political development of Ireland 
from the prehistoric times to the present. This new updated edition brings us up to 2011.

The Course of Irish History

An inside account of the H-Blocks hunger strike of the early 1980s.



Blanketmen

'Passionate, informed, important: William Rivers Pitt helps us see what's wrong with American politics 
today. This book is a call to arms for anyone who believes the US is charting a deadly course.' Greg 
Palast, journalist and author of the bestseller, The Best Democracy Money Can Buy

War and an Irish Town

Northern Ireland's Lost Opportunity is a unique in-depth investigation into working-class Loyalism 
in Northern Ireland as represented by the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), the Red Hand Commando 
(RHC) and their political allies.In an unorthodox account, Tony Novosel argues that these groups, seen 
as implacable enemies by Republicans and the left, did develop a political analysis of the Northern 
Ireland conflict in the 1970s which involved a compromise peace with all political parties and warring 
factions – something that historians and writers have largely ignored. Distinctive, deeply informed and 
provocative, Northern Ireland's Lost Opportunity is the first study to focus not on the violent actions of 
the UVF/RHC but on their political vision and program which, Novosel argues, included the potential 
for a viable peace based on compromise with all groups, including the Irish Republican Army.

Northern Ireland's Lost Opportunity

This book addresses the theoretical underpinnings of the field of transitional justice, something that 
has hitherto been lacking both in study and practice. With the common goal of clarifying some of the 
theoretical profiles of transitional justice strategies, the study is organized along crucial intersections 
evaluating aspects connected to the genealogy, the nature, the scope and the most appropriate 
methodology for the study of transitional justice. The chapters also take up normative and political 
considerations pertaining to specific transitional instruments such as war crime tribunals, truth com-
missions, administrative purges, reparations, and historical commissions. Bringing together some of 
the most original writings from established experts as well as from promising young scholars in the 
field, the collection will be an essential resource for researchers, academics and policy-makers in Law, 
Philosophy, Politics, and Sociology.

Theorizing Transitional Justice

Negotiating a Settlement in Northern Ireland: From Sunningdale to St Andrews uses original material 
from witness seminars, elite interviews, and archive documents to explore the shape taken by the 
Irish peace process, and in particular to analyse the manner in which successful stages of this were 
negotiated. Northern Ireland's Good Friday Agreement of 1998 marked the end a 30-year conflict 
that had witnessed more than 3,000 deaths, thousands of injuries, catastrophic societal damage, 
and large-scale economic dislocation. This book traces the roots of the Agreement over the decades, 
stretching back to the Sunningdale conference of 1973 and extending up to at least the St Andrews 
Agreement of 2006. It describes the changing relationship between parties to the conflict (nationalist 
and unionist groups within Northern Ireland, and the Irish and British governments) and identifies 
three dimensions of significant change: new ways of implementing the concept of sovereignty, growing 
acceptance of power sharing, and the steady emergence of substantial equality in the socio-economic, 
cultural, and political domains. As well as placing this in the context of an extensive social science 
literature, the book innovates by looking at the manner in which those most closely involved understood 
the process in which they were engaged. The authors reproduce testimonies from witness seminars 
and interviews involving central actors, including former prime ministers, ministers, senior officials, and 
political advisors. They conclude that the outcome was shaped by a distinctive interaction between the 
conscious planning of these elites and changing demographic and political realities that themselves 
were, in a symbiotic way, consequences of decisions made in earlier years. They also note the extent 
to which this settlement has come under pressure from new notions of sovereignty implicit in the Brexit 
process.

Negotiating a Settlement in Northern Ireland, 1969-2019
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