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Napoleons Eagle Standards

#Napoleon Bonaparte #Eagle Standards #Napoleonic Wars #French Imperial Army #Military Regimental Flags

Napoleon's Eagle Standards were iconic symbols of the French Imperial Army during the Napoleonic
Wars, embodying the power and glory of Napoleon Bonaparte's reign. These bronze or gilded eagles,
perched atop regimental flags, served not only as a rallying point for soldiers in battle but also as a
profound representation of military honor and the spirit of the French Empire, making their capture a
significant victory for the enemy.
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Napoleon's Eagle Standards

The Eagles of the battlefields of the age of Napoleon The genius of Napoleon did not confine itself

to his skill as a strategist and tactician on campaign or battlefield. He understood the nature of men,
what motivated them and what symbols could drive them to the achievement of his own ambitions.
He had embraced the symbolism of revolution himself and understood the powerful influence of the
aspiration of equality and brotherhood for the proletariat. When his ambitions for the First Empire came
to realisation, Napoleon looked to a new identity for the French nation equal to his personality and
objectives. There could be no better example from which to draw inspiration or which to emulate than
that of the eagle of Imperial Rome. This permeated every aspect of the culture of the Napoleonic epoch
from clothing to furnishings to the fine arts and architecture, but nowhere was it more powerful than in its
adoption by the armed forces. All knew of the significance of the Roman Eagles to the ancient legions.
Men marched behind it, rallied to it, fought to protect it and died in its defence. In 1804 Napoleon-the
new Caesar-introduced the eagle banner to his own regiments. As in ancient times these martial birds
of prey, of pride and victory, came to represent the collective souls of the men who called them their
own. This is the story of Napoleon's eagles; here are the campaigns and battles in which they were
held high and accounts of what befell them there. This is a story of triumph and defeat, of tragedy and
self sacrificing heroism. These are the standards that men fought to hold and died in the attempt to
take. Previously published as The War Drama of the Eagles. Leonaur editions are newly typeset and
are not facsimiles; each title is available in softcover and hardback with dustjacket; our hardbacks are
cloth bound and feature gold foil lettering on their spines and fabric head and tail bands.

War Drama of the Eagles

The eagle of Napoleon was a potent symbol of military might, men fought and died to possess the
“cou-cou” that his regiments carried into battle. It represented the fidelity of a regiment to the cause
of the French Empire, and more particularly the attachment of the brave warriors who fought beneath
it to the greatest general of the age. To lose an eagle was to lose the honour of the regiment, a stain
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that could not be removed apart from rare cases of exceptional service. Edward Fraser chronicles the
history of the Napoleonic eagle standard and the men who fought under them and against them until
the final demise of the Napoleonic era after Waterloo in 1815. Napoleon was well aware of how to
stimulate the esprit de corps of his armies with symbols and continuing his innovation of giving distinct
standards to specific regiments and recording battle honours on them from his time with the army of
Italy, he decided on giving each battalion or squadron and eagle based on his own imperial insignia.
The eagle of the battalion was the rallying point for the men in adversity, and a stimulant on the attack
guiding the men toward their objective. Napoleon’s enemies knew the power and cachet of capturing
such a standard and fought hard to capture them on battlefields ranging from Borodino outside Moscow
to the hot plains outside Cadiz in Spain. Fraser was a prominent historian of the period having written
a number of books on the great battle of Trafalgar and Wellington’s soldiers in the Peninsula. This work
was written just before the outbreak of the First World War, with the Entente Cordiale in place, and is
therefore more balanced than some of the earlier English works on the period which tended to a more
anti-French view. Illustrations — 10 — all included Maps — 7 — all included

The War Drama of the Eagles

The Eagles of the battlefields of the age of Napoleon The genius of Napoleon did not confine itself

to his skill as a strategist and tactician on campaign or battlefield. He understood the nature of men,
what motivated them and what symbols could drive them to the achievement of his own ambitions.
He had embraced the symbolism of revolution himself and understood the powerful influence of the
aspiration of equality and brotherhood for the proletariat. When his ambitions for the First Empire came
to realisation, Napoleon looked to a new identity for the French nation equal to his personality and
objectives. There could be no better example from which to draw inspiration or which to emulate than
that of the eagle of Imperial Rome. This permeated every aspect of the culture of the Napoleonic epoch
from clothing to furnishings to the fine arts and architecture, but nowhere was it more powerful than in its
adoption by the armed forces. All knew of the significance of the Roman Eagles to the ancient legions.
Men marched behind it, rallied to it, fought to protect it and died in its defence. In 1804 Napoleon-the
new Caesar-introduced the eagle banner to his own regiments. As in ancient times these martial birds
of prey, of pride and victory, came to represent the collective souls of the men who called them their
own. This is the story of Napoleon's eagles; here are the campaigns and battles in which they were
held high and accounts of what befell them there. This is a story of triumph and defeat, of tragedy and
self sacrificing heroism. These are the standards that men fought to hold and died in the attempt to
take. An essential book for all those interested in the wars of the Napoleonic age. Available in softcover
and hardback with dust wrapper.

The War Drama of the Eagles

Excerpt from The War Drama of the Eagles: Napoleon's Standard-Bearers on the Battlefield in Victory
and Defeat From Austerlitz to Waterloo, a Record of Hard Fighting, Heroism and Adventure The record
of Napoleon's Eagles in war has never before been set forth, and the centenary year of Badajoz and

Salamanca and the Moscow Campaign seems to Offer a befitting occasion for its appearance. About
the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority

of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state
of such historical works.

The War Drama of the Eagles

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

In Flight with the Eagle



This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The War Drama of the Eagles, Napoleon's Standard-bearers on the Battlefield in Victory and Defeat
From Austerlitzto Waterloo, a Record of Hard Fighting, Heroism, and Adventure

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The War Drama of the Eagles

So great is the weight of reading on the subject of the Waterloo campaign that it might be thought there
is nothing left to say about it, and from the military viewpoint, this is very much the case. But one critical
aspect of the story has gone all but untold — the French home front. Little has been written about the
topic in English, and few works on Napoleon or Revolutionary and Napoleonic France pay it much
attention. It is this conspicuous gap in the literature that Charles Esdaile explores in this erudite and
absorbing study. Drawing on the vivid, revealing material that is available in the French archives, in
the writings of soldiers who fought in France in 1814 and 1815 and in the memoirs of civilians who
witnessed the fall of Napoleon or the Hundred Days, he gives us a fascinating new insight into the
military and domestic context of the Waterloo campaign, the Napoleonic legend and the wider situation
across Europe.

Napoleon, France and Waterloo

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The War Drama of the Eagles, Napoleon's Standard-Bearers on the Battlefield in Victory and Defeat
from Austerlitzto Waterloo, a Record of Hard Fightin

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars



believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The War Drama of the Eagles

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The War Drama of the Eagles, Napoleon's Standard-Bearers on the Battlefield in Victory and Defeat
from Austerlitz to Waterloo, a Record of Hard Fighti

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

WAR DRAMA OF THE EAGLES NAPOLE

This superb and comprehensive book details the foreign units which formed such an important part of
Napoleon's forces. It examines each non-French unit in turn, giving an overview of the unit's origins, its
organizational and combat history, its uniforms and standards, and details of the unit's eventual fate.
Colourful accounts, taken from contemporary reports and memoirs, emphasize the qualities of the unit
and throw light on what life was like for many of the foreign soldiers recruited into the Grande Armée.
In total more than 100 different foreign units that served in the French Army are investigated in detail
in this ambitious publication. Some foreign units fought and flourished throughout the Consulate and
Empire, whilst others lasted for just a few months. Covers Polish, German, Swiss, Italian, Spanish, and
other units in the French Army and presents a combat history and details uniforms for each regiment.
Napoleon's Mercenaries is the best single-volume study of this aspect of Napoleon s army and a vital
reference for every Napoleonic enthusiast. Little can be found on the foreign units that were an integral
part of the French army ... For a long time a gap has existed, but now Napoleon s Mercenaries fills this
gap. Robert Burnham, Napoleonic Series

Napoleon's Mercenaries

In the summer of 1804, the eagle was chosen as the symbol of the French Army by Napoleon himself.
The Emperor's sculptor, Chaudet, made the original model, and from this were cast bronze copies in
the workshop of Thomire, which would be proudly borne into battle by many a French regiment. This
fascinating work by Terence Wise explores in depth the flags, colours and guidons of the Napoleonic
wars, concentrating on France and her allies, and covering every faction from Baden to Wirzburg. This
book is a must for anyone interested in this fascinating topic.

Flags of the Napoleonic Wars (1)



In the summer of 1804, the eagle was chosen as the symbol of the French Army by Napoleon himself.
The Emperor's sculptor, Chaudet, made the original model, and from this were cast bronze copies in
the workshop of Thomire, which would be proudly borne into battle by many a French regiment. This
fascinating work by Terence Wise explores in depth the flags, colours and guidons of the Napoleonic
wars, concentrating on France and her allies, and covering every faction from Baden to Wirzburg. This
book is a must for anyone interested in this fascinating topic.

With Eagles to Glory

In this authoritative and beautifully illustrated new account of Napoleon's greatest victory and the
campaign that preceded it, lan Castle sheds new light on the actions of the commanders and questions
the assumptions - and explores the myths - that have shaped our understanding of the event ever
since. His account follows every twist and turn of a war that was fought out across central Europe two
centuries ago. In particular he reconstructs the course of the action in every sector of the Austerlitz
battlefield, using French, Austrian and Russian records, and re-evaluates the place of the battle in the
history and mythology of the Napoleonic era.

Flags of the Napoleonic Wars (1)

The victories and accomplishments of Napoleon and his Grand Army were by the winter of 1806,

the stuff of legend. Yet, on the bloody field of Eylau, Napoleon lost both his prestige and over one
third of his Army. How did this Russian Army of notable inferior weapons, tactics, organization and
leadership stave off defeat and almost achieve victory? The answer lies in that Napoleon did not only
fight the Russians, but also suffered a combination of poor morale and inaccurate reconnaissance.
His overextended lines of communications covered an area that was known for its harsh terrain, poor
supplies and extremely bad weather. The Campaign cost Napoleon over 43,000 casualties and proved
indecisive. The campaign, and Battle of Eylau, ruined Napoleon’s image of invincibility and completely
gutted the Grand Army of a wealth of leadership and experience. Over twenty general officers were
killed or seriously wounded at Eylau. Subsequently, Napoleon would have to consistently rely on more
conscripts and an ever-increasing number of foreign troops to fill his depleted ranks. Napoleon’s Army
would never again resemble the previously invincible Grand Army that died on the blood-soaked snows
of Poland.

Austerlitz

An elite battalion under Louis XVI, the 9th Light Infantry regiment were with Napoleon from almost the
beginning, turning the field at Marengo and breaking the Austrians. They then spent over a decade
fighting their way across the continent, following Napoleon to the bitter end. Bringing their Eagle out
of hiding when Napoleon returned from exile in 1815 they almost saved the day again, at Waterloo,
spearheading a charge to rejoin Napoleon. But unlike at Marengo, they failed. Napoleon dubbed them
'Incomparable’, and their story is extraordinary even by the standards of the dramatic and turbulent
years in which they lived.

A Tarnished Eagle: Napoleon's Winter Campaign In Poland, December 1806 Through February 1807

Covers Napoleon's campaign in Belgium in June of 1815, with particular emphasis on the battle at
Ligny from mid-afternoon of 16 June to the early morning hours of 17 June. Argues that the actions
of Napoleon and the Prussian general Bl©jcher at Ligny laid the foundations for Napoleon's defeat by
Wellington two days later at Waterloo.

Incomparable

An elite battalion under Louis XVI, the 9th Light Infantry regiment were with Napoleon from almost the
beginning, turning the field at Marengo and breaking the Austrians. They then spent over a decade
fighting their way across the continent, following Napoleon to the bitter end. Bringing their Eagle out
of hiding when Napoleon returned from exile in 1815 they almost saved the day again, at Waterloo,
spearheading a charge to rejoin Napoleon. But unlike at Marengo, they failed. Napoleon dubbed them
'Incomparable’, and their story is extraordinary even by the standards of the dramatic and turbulent
years in which they lived.

The Eagle's Last Triumph



""When | think of the great Emperor, in my mind's eye it is summer again, all gold and green."
HeineThe court of Napoleon I, in its grandeur and extravagance, surpassed even that of that the Sun
King. Napoleon's palaces at Saint-Cloud and the Tuileries were the centres of his power, the dazzling
reflection of the greatest empire in modern European history.Napoleon's military conquests changed
the world and dominate most portraits of him, but it was through the splendour of his court - a world
fashioned beyond the battlefield - that Napoleon governed his empire. Using the unpublished papers
0.

Incomparable

From the Liebfahne and Ordinarfahne of Austria, to the eagle and wreath of Russia, the flags of the
Napoleonic Wars comprised a range of designs and colours. The second in a series of three volumes
focusing on flags of the Napoleonic Wars, this book examines the patterns, colours and guidons

of Austria, Britain, Prussia and Russia, offering a rare glimpse into an often-overlooked subject in
Napoleonic history. The text is packed with illustrations throughout, including colour plates, sketches
and tables detailing flag variants, patterns and inspection colours.

The Eagle in Splendour

One of the most iconic incidents of the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 was the charge of the Scots Greys,
a crack cavalry regiment, into the heart of the French army. It was a moment of supreme daring and
horse-riding skill, and Sergeant Ewart of the Greys succeeded in snatching one of Napoleon's coveted
eagle standards. However it was also a military blunder. The Greys were quickly surrounded by enemy
cavalry and cut to pieces. Of the regiment's 442 officers and men almost half, 198, were killed or injured.
In the end the battle was won by the British and their allies and the eagle of the French 45th regiment
is now on show in Edinburgh Castle. lain Gale brings the bare outline of this legendary military exploit
to life, giving the stories of the men involved and reconstructing the prelude, the aftermath, life in the
Greys and the Battle of Waterloo as a whole. It is a uniquely exciting story of courage and military
tactics in the heat of war.

Flags of the Napoleonic Wars (2)

Accounts of battle and daring under the 'lron Duke' The author of this book, Edward Fraser, specialised
in histories concerning the soldiers and sailors of the Napoleonic Age. Originally titled, in the style of
its day, Soldiers Whom Wellington Led, this volume contains almost twenty vignettes-some describing
personalities and events that may not be familiar to modern readers-about the soldiers of all ranks who
were Wellington's 'old peninsular army which could go anywhere and do anything.' Included are 'The
Charge of the Light Dragoons at Talavera' and 'The Men Who Took the Eagle at Barrosa' and other
accounts of the battlefield and campaign, together with essays on some notable figures who served
under Wellington's command including his chief scout Colguhoun Grant, Colonel John Waters another
remarkable gatherer of intelligence and the exploits of Ensign Dyas. Leonaur also publish Fraser's
excellent history on the fortunes of Napoleon's famous eagle standards, The War Drama of the Eagles,
a companion book to this present volume Nelson's Sailors and an unusual account of the Battle of
Trafalgar from the perspective of the French and Spanish naval forces The Enemy at Trafalgar. All are
excellent 'readers’ for students of the Napoleonic Wars. Leonaur editions are newly typeset and are not
facsimiles; each title is available in softcover and hardback with dustjacket.

Scotland Forever

This volume's juxtaposition of the empires of Germany and France in 1806, at the dissolution of The
Holy Roman Empire, allows a comparison of their transition towards modernity, explored through the
themes of Empire, monarchy, political cultures, feudalism, war and military institutions, nationalism and
identity, and everyday experience.

The Imperial Guard of Napoleon

Though less celebrated than the infantry and cavalry, Napoleon's 'specialist' troops — artillery, engineers
and supporting services — were indispensable elements without which no army could have operated,
and frequently assumed greater significance than the line regiments. Indeed, having suffered least from
the emigration of Royalist officers, the artillery was the best element of the early Republican armies,

the nucleus of the old Royal artillery serving with distinction in the early campaigns such as Valmy. The



organisation and uniform of Napoleon's specialist troops are here examined by Philip Haythornwaite
in a engaging volume complemented by a wealth of illustrations including eight full page colour plates
by Bryan Fosten.

Wellington's Soldiers

Beschrijving van Napoleon als keizer (1769-1821).

The Bee and the Eagle

Napoleonic armies went into battle dressed in resplendent, brilliant uniforms. None were grander
than those worn by Napoleon's own soldiers and the troops of imperial France dazzled Europe with
their elegant and colorful turnout. In 1812 Napoleon was at the height of his powers and the uniform
regulations issued in that year reflect the empire's power and prestige. Carle Vernet, a leading French
military artist, was commissioned to paint the regulations so they could be published and circulated to
military tailors. His paintings both reflect the brilliant elegance of the time and show the uniforms that
were to be adopted in detail. Uniforms of Napoleon's Army has selected the best of Vernet's elegant
images and covers the full range of French Army units: heavy cavalry, light cavalry, line infantry, light
infantry, artillery, engineers and support troops. An Introduction charts the evolution of French military
uniforms, examines the 1812 regulations in detail and places the images in context. Published for the
first time in an accessible format, these brilliant images offer a unique insight into the art of the military
tailor during the Napoleonic period.

Napoleon's Specialist Troops

From the Liebfahne and Ordinarfahne of Austria, to the eagle and wreath of Russia, the flags of the
Napoleonic Wars comprised a range of designs and colors. The second in a series of three volumes
focusing on flags of the Napoleonic Wars (1799-1815), this book examines the patterns, colors and
guidons of Austria, Britain, Prussia and Russia, offering a rare glimpse into an often-overlooked subject
in Napoleonic history. The text is packed with illustrations throughout, including color plates, sketches
and tables detailing flag variants, patterns and inspection colors.

The Eagle in Splendour

The author of Battle for Paris 1815 examines the uniforms and equipment of the infantry of Napoleon’s
Imperial Guard. From its origins as the Consular Guard of the French Republic, and as Napoleon’s
personal bodyguard, the Imperial Guard developed into a force of all arms numbering almost 100,000
men. Used by Napoleon as his principal tactical reserve, the Guard was engaged only sparingly, being
deployed at the crucial moment of battle to turn the tide of victory in favor of the Emperor of the
French. Naturally, the Imperial Guard has been the subject of numerous books over many decades,
yet there has never been a publication that has investigated the uniforms and equipment of the infantry
of the Imperial Guard with such detail and precision. The author has collected copies of almost all the
surviving documents relating to the Guard, which includes a vast amount of material regarding the
issuing of dress items, in some instances down to company level. This information is supported by an
unrivaled collection of illustrations, many of which have never been published before, as well as images
of original items of equipment held in museums and private collections across the globe. In addition,
the renowned military artist, Keith Rocco, has produced a series of unique paintings commissioned
exclusively for this book. This glorious book is, and will remain, unsurpassed as the standard work on
the clothing and equipment of the Imperial Guard, and will not only be invaluable to historians, but also
reenactors, wargamers and modelers. It is one of the most important publications ever produced on
this most famous of military formations.

The Life of Napoleon Bonaparte

The Military Maxims of Napoleon will provide the reader with the very essence of the Napoleonic art
of war. This book is a collection of strategies which directed the military operations of the greatest
captain of modern times, Napoleon Bonaparte. This extraordinary collection shades light to the period
of French domination over Europe, which was build on Napoleon's great military and political skills.

Napoleon and the Marshals of the Empire



This incredible history gives new insight into the life of Napoleon by thoroughly describing his cam-
paigns. Contents include: Boyhood Days and Early Career Bonaparte's Campaign in Italy, 1796-7
Expedition to Egypt Passage of the Alps and Battle of Marengo Ulm and Austerlitz The Battle of Jena
The Battle of Eylau Friedland and Peace of Tilsit War with Spain War with Austria. 1809 The Battle of
Wagram Campaign of Russia The Campaign of 1813 The Invasion of France Exile to Elba The Hundred
Days. Waterloo Conclusion

Uniforms of Napoleon's Army

A detailed analysis of the organization, uniforms and weapons of the French Imperial Guard created
by Napoleon I. The author describes how this large military body evolved from the Consular Guard
created by Bonaparte as early as 1799 and how this came to include dozens of different military units
belonging to each branch of service (infantry, cavalry, artillery, specialist corps). The Imperial Guard
was a 'miniature army' made up of veteran soldiers, who were dressed with the most spectacular
and elegant uniforms ever seen on the battlefields of Europe. The Guard also included several 'exotic’
non-French units that are also covered in the text: Egyptian Mamelukes, Polish and Lithuanian lancers,
Tatar scouts, Dutch grenadiers and lancers. The way in which Napoleon employed the Guard in battle
is discussed and also how it differed from the rest of the French Army in terms of military dress and
weaponry.

Flags of the Napoleonic Wars (2)

Napoleon's Imperial Guard Uniforms and Equipment. Volume 1
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