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This analysis delves into the intricate process of 'Courting Democracy in Mexico,' examining the 
crucial party strategies adopted by various political entities and the foundational influence of electoral 
institutions on the nation's democratic evolution. It provides insights into the challenges and successes 
of democratic transitions.
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Courting Democracy in Mexico

This book documents Mexico's gradual transition to democracy, written from a perspective which pits 
opposition activists' post-electoral conflicts against their usage of regime-constructed electoral courts 
at the centre of the democratization process. It addresses the puzzle of why, during key moments of 
Mexico's 27-year democratic transition, opposition parties failed to use autonomous electoral courts 
established to mitigate the country's often violent post-electoral disputes, despite formal guarantees 
of court independence from the Party of the Institutional Revolution (PRI), Mexico's ruling party for 
71 years (preceeding the watershed 2000 presidential elections). Drawing on hundreds of author 
interviews throughout Mexico over a three-year period and extensive archival research, the author 
explores choices by the rightist National Action Party (PAN) and the leftist Party of the Democratic 
Revolution (PRD) between post-electoral conflict resolution via electoral courts and via traditional 
routes - mobilization and bargaining with the PRI-state.

Courting Democracy in Mexico

When building democracy through new constitutions, the level of participation matters more than the 
content of the constitution itself. This book examines this theory.

Constituents Before Assembly

This volume fills the need for a comprehensive, up-to-date portrait of parties and party systems in Latin 
America. It includes chapters on all the large and medium-sized countries, as well as those smaller 
countries with older democratic traiditions: Argentina, Boliva, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuaela. The book is framed by an Introduction 
that provides a theoretical and comparative conceptual map for charting Latin American party systems 
and a Conclusion that looks ahead to the challenges and trends for party building in the 1990's. The 
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twelve country case studies address five analytical themes: the origins of party competition, the relative 
strength of parties as actors within the larger political system, the relationship between major parties 
and the state, the importance of different electoral regimes for shaping broader patterns of party 
competition, and the basic nature of the party system in each country.

Building Democratic Institutions

"Examines organization, leadership and changes within Mexico's historic pro-democratic opposition 
parties, the Partido Acción Nacional and the Partido de la Revolución Democrática. Explores the 
implications for overall party organization and the future of Mexico's democratic experiment"--Provided 
by publisher.

Savage Democracy: Institutional Change and Party Development in Mexico

Twelve in-depth country studies explore how the concepts of interests, identities and institutions shape 
the politics of nations and regions.

Comparative Politics

"The volume emerged out of two conferences on informal institutions. The first, entitled 'Informal 
Institutions and Politics in the Developing World, ' was held at Harvard University in April 2002 ... The 
second conference, entitled 'Informal Institutions and Politics in Latin America: Understanding the Rules 
of the Game, ' was held at the Kellogg Institute for International Studies, University of Notre Dame, in 
April 2003"--Pref

Informal Institutions and Democracy

Thirteen former presidents and prime ministers discuss how they helped their countries end authori-
tarian rule and achieve democracy. National leaders who played key roles in transitions to democratic 
governance reveal how these were accomplished in Brazil, Chile, Ghana, Indonesia, Mexico, the Philip-
pines, Poland, South Africa, and Spain. Commissioned by the International Institute for Democracy and 
Electoral Assistance (International IDEA), these interviews shed fascinating light on how repressive 
regimes were ended and democracy took hold. In probing conversations with Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso, Patricio Aylwin, Ricardo Lagos, John Kufuor, Jerry Rawlings, B. J. Habibie, Ernesto Zedillo, 
Fidel V. Ramos, Aleksander Kwasniewski, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, F. W. de Klerk, Thabo Mbeki, and Felipe 
González, editors Sergio Bitar and Abraham F. Lowenthal focused on each leader’s principal challenges 
and goals as well as their strategies to end authoritarian rule and construct democratic governance. 
Context-setting introductions by country experts highlight each nation’s unique experience as well as 
recurrent challenges all transitions faced. A chapter by Georgina Waylen analyzes the role of women 
leaders, often underestimated. A foreword by Tunisia’s former president, Mohamed Moncef Marzouki, 
underlines the book’s relevance in North Africa, West Asia, and beyond. The editors’ conclusion distills 
lessons about how democratic transitions have been and can be carried out in a changing world, 
emphasizing the importance of political leadership. This unique book should be valuable for political 
leaders, civil society activists, journalists, scholars, and all who want to support democratic transitions.

Democratic Transitions

Analyses why constitution-designers have come to establish institutions protecting constitutional 
democracy in modern constitutions.

The New Fourth Branch

When the PRI fell from power in the elections of 2000, scholars looked for an explanation. Some 
focused on international pressures, while others pointed to recent electoral reforms. In contrast, Dolores 
Trevizo argues that a more complete explanation takes much earlier democratizing changes in civil 
society into account. Her book explores how largely rural protest movements laid the groundwork for 
liberalization of the electoral arena and the consolidation of support for two opposition parties, the 
PAN on the right and the PRD on the left, that eventually mounted a serious challenge to the PRI. 
She shows how youth radicalized by the 1968 showdown between the state and students in Mexico 
City joined forces with peasant militants in nonviolent rural protest to help bring about needed reform 
in the political system. In response to this political effervescence in the countryside, agribusinessmen 
organized in peak associations that functioned like a radical social movement. Their countermovement 



formulated the ideology of neoliberalism, and they were ultimately successful in mobilizing support 
for the PAN. Together, social movements and the opposition parties nurtured by them contributed to 
Mexico’s transformation from a one-party state into a real electoral democracy nearly a hundred years 
after the Revolution.

Rural Protest and the Making of Democracy in Mexico, 1968–2000

Political participation rates have declined steadily in Mexico since the 1990s. The decline has been 
most severe among the poor, producing a stratified pattern that more and more mirrors Mexico’s 
severe socioeconomic inequalities. Poverty of Democracy examines the political marginalization of 
Mexico’s poor despite their key role in the struggle for democracy. Claudio A. Holzner uses case study 
evidence drawn from eight years of fieldwork in Oaxaca, and from national surveys to show how the 
institutionalization of a free-market democracy created a political system that discourages the political 
participation of Mexico’s poor by limiting their access to politicians at the local and national level. 
Though clean elections bolster political activity, Holzner shows that at the local level, and particularly 
in Mexico’s poorest regions, deeply rooted enclaves of authoritarianism and clientelism still constrict 
people’s political opportunities. To explain this phenomenon, Holzner develops an institutional theory 
in which party systems, state-society linkages, and public policies are the key determinants of citizen 
political activity. These institutions shape patterns of political participation by conferring and distributing 
resources, motivating or discouraging an interest in politics, and by affecting the incentives citizens from 
different income groups have for targeting the state with political activity. Holzner’s study sheds light on 
a disturbing trend in Latin America (and globally), in which neoliberal systems exacerbate political and 
economic disparities and create institutions that translate economic inequalities into political ones.

Poverty of Democracy

The Routledge Handbook of Comparative Political Institutions (HCPI) is designed to serve as a 
comprehensive reference guide to our accumulated knowledge and the cutting edge of scholarship 
about political institutions in the comparative context. It differs from existing handbooks in that it focuses 
squarely on institutions but also discusses how they intersect with the study of mass behaviour and 
explain important outcomes, drawing on the perspective of comparative politics. The Handbook is 
organized into three sections: The first section, consisting of six chapters, is organized around broad 
theoretical and empirical challenges affecting the study of institutions. It highlights the major issues 
that emerge among scholars defining, measuring, and analyzing institutions. The second section 
includes fifteen chapters, each of which handles a different substantive institution of importance in 
comparative politics. This section covers traditional topics, such as electoral rules and federalism, 
as well as less conventional but equally important areas, including authoritarian institutions, labor 
market institutions, and the military. Each chapter not only provides a summary of our current state 
of knowledge on the topic, but also advances claims that emphasise the research frontier on the topic 
and that should encourage greater investigation. The final section, encompassing seven chapters, 
examines the relationship between institutions and a variety of important outcomes, such as political 
violence, economic performance, and voting behavior. The idea is to consider what features of the 
political, sociological, and economic world we understand better because of the scholarly attention to 
institutions. Featuring contributions from leading researchers in the field from the US, UK, Europe and 
elsewhere, this Handbook will be of great interest to all students and scholars of political institutions, 
political behaviour and comparative politics. Jennifer Gandhi is Associate Professor, Department of 
Political Science, Emory University. Rubén Ruiz-Rufino is Lecturer in International Politics, Department 
of Political Economy, King’s College London.

Routledge Handbook of Comparative Political Institutions

A concise overview of political and economic developments in Mexico, highlighting the challenges 
posed by the county's recent democratic breakthrough.

Mexico's Democracy at Work

This volume compares international and institutional accounts as alternative perspectives to explain 
why elections fail to meet international standards.

Why Elections Fail



Norris counters current pessimism about the effectiveness of democratic programs monitoring and 
assisting elections worldwide, arguing for international engagement.

Strengthening Electoral Integrity

Although they are not directly accountable to voters, constitutional court judges communicate with the 
general public through the media. In Judicial Power and Strategic Communication in Mexico, Jeffrey 
K. Staton argues that constitutional courts develop public relations strategies in order to increase the 
transparency of judicial behavior and promote judicial legitimacy. Yet, in some political contexts there 
can be a tension between transparency and legitimacy, and for this reason, courts cannot necessarily 
advance both conditions simultaneously. The argument is tested via an analysis of the Mexican 
Supreme Court during Mexico's recent transition to democracy, and also through a cross-national 
analysis of public perceptions of judicial legitimacy. The results demonstrate that judges can be active 
participants in the construction of their own power. More broadly, the study develops a positive political 
theory of institutions, which highlights the connections between democratization and the rule of law.

Judicial Power and Strategic Communication in Mexico

Egypt's autocratic regime is being weakened by economic crises, growing political opposition, and 
the pressures of globalization. Observers now wonder which way Egypt will go when the country's 
aging president, Husni Mubarak, passes from the scene: will it embrace Western-style liberalism and 
democracy? Or will it become an Islamic theocracy similar to Iran? Egypt after Mubarak demonstrates 
that both secular and Islamist opponents of the regime are navigating a middle path that may result in 
a uniquely Islamic form of liberalism and, perhaps, democracy. Bruce Rutherford examines the political 
and ideological battles that drive Egyptian politics and shape the prospects for democracy throughout 
the region. He argues that secularists and Islamists are converging around a reform agenda that 
supports key elements of liberalism, including constraints on state power, the rule of law, and protection 
of some civil and political rights. But will this deepening liberalism lead to democracy? And what can 
the United States do to see that it does? In answering these questions, Rutherford shows that Egypt's 
reformers are reluctant to expand the public's role in politics. This suggests that, while liberalism is likely 
to progress steadily in the future, democracy's advance will be slow and uneven. Essential reading on 
a subject of global importance, Egypt after Mubarak draws upon in-depth interviews with Egyptian 
judges, lawyers, Islamic activists, politicians, and businesspeople. It also utilizes major court rulings, 
political documents of the Muslim Brotherhood, and the writings of Egypt's leading contemporary 
Islamic thinkers.

Egypt after Mubarak

From Afghanistan to Zimbabwe the world has witnessed a rising tide of contentious elections ending in 
heated partisan debates, court challenges, street protests, and legitimacy challenges. In some cases, 
disputes have been settled peacefully through legal appeals and electoral reforms. In the worst cases, 
however, disputes have triggered bloodshed or government downfalls and military coups. Contentious 
elections are characterized by major challenges, with different degrees of severity, to the legitimacy 
of electoral actors, procedures, or outcomes. Despite growing concern, until recently little research 
has studied this phenomenon. The theory unfolded in this volume suggests that problems of electoral 
malpractice erode confidence in electoral authorities, spur peaceful protests demonstrating against the 
outcome, and, in the most severe cases, lead to outbreaks of conflict and violence. Understanding this 
process is of vital concern for domestic reformers and the international community, as well as attracting 
a growing new research agenda. The editors, from the Electoral Integrity Project, bring together 
scholars considering a range of fresh evidence– analyzing public opinion surveys of confidence in 
elections and voter turnout within specific countries, as well as expert perceptions of the existence of 
peaceful electoral demonstrations, and survey and aggregate data monitoring outbreaks of electoral 
violence. The book provides insights invaluable for studies in democracy and democratization, compar-
ative politics, comparative elections, peace and conflict studies, comparative sociology, international 
development, comparative public opinion, political behavior, political institutions, and public policy.

Contentious Elections

During Latin America's third democratic wave, a majority of countries adopted a runoff rule for the 
election of the president, effectively dampening plurality voting, opening the political arena to new 
parties, and assuring the public that the president will never have anything less than majority support. 



In a region in which undemocratic political parties were common and have often been dominated 
by caudillos, cautious naysayers have voiced concerns about the runoff process, arguing that a 
proliferation of new political parties vying for power is a sign of inferior democracy. This book is the 
first rigorous assessment of the implications of runoff versus plurality rules throughout Latin America, 
and demonstrates that, in contrast to early scholarly skepticism about runoff, it has been positive for 
democracy in the region. Primarily through qualitative analysis for each country, the author argues 
that, indeed, an important advantage of runoff is the greater openness of the political arena to new 
parties--at the same time that measures can be taken to inhibit party proliferation. In this context, it is 
also the first volume to address whether or not a runoff rule with a reduced threshold (for example, 
40% with a 10-point lead) is a felicitous compromise between majority runoff and plurality. The book 
considers the potential for the superiority of runoff to travel beyond Latin America--in particular, and 
rather provocatively, to the United States.

Electoral Rules and Democracy in Latin America

Electoral misconduct is widespread, but only some countries are punished by international actors for 
violating democratic norms. Using an original dataset and country case studies, this book explains 
variation in international norm enforcement.

Defending Democratic Norms

Can elections create democrats? Why and how do formerly armed opposition groups decide to invest 
in electoral politics or to undermine them? This book argues that the answer lies in the patterns of inter- 
and intraparty struggles created by participation in repeated elections over time.

The Making of Democrats

Taking a multidisciplinary approach to the dynamics of political and economic decentralization in 
contemporary regimes, this comprehensive Handbook offers a critical examination of how the decen-
tralization of governance affects citizen well-being.

Handbook on Decentralization, Devolution and the State

A comprehensive view of the remarkable transformation of Mexico's political system to a democratic 
model. The contributors to this volume assess the most influential institutions, actors, policies and 
issues in the country's current evolution toward democratic consolidation.

The Oxford Handbook of Mexican Politics

Transitions from authoritarian to democratic governments can provide ripe scenarios for the emergence 
of new, insurgent political actors and causes. During peaceful transitions, such movements may 
become influential political players and gain representation for previously neglected interests and 
sectors of the population. But for this to happen, insurgent social movements need opportunities for 
mobilization, success, and survival. This book looks at Mexico'sZapatista movement, and why the 
movement was able to mobilize sympathy and support for the indigenous agenda inside and outside 
of the country, yet failed to achieve their goals vis-à-vis the Mexican state.

The Zapatista Movement and Mexico's Democratic Transition

A second edition of this book is now available. This comprehensive, current, and engaging text 
explores Mexico's political development over the course of the twentieth century and examines the 
most important policy issues facing Mexico in the twenty-first century. A rich array of figures, tables, 
textboxes, illustrations, key words, and recommended readings all help illustrate broad political and 
economic trends and identify major themes and important information. Students and professors alike 
will find Contemporary Mexican Politics the most up-to-date and accessible text available on Mexican 
political development and Mexico's domestic and international policies.

Contemporary Mexican Politics

Stuffing the Ballot Box is a pioneering study of electoral fraud and reform. It focuses on Costa Rica, 
a country where parties gradually transformed a fraud-ridden political system into one renowned for 
its stability and fair elections by the mid-twentieth century. Lehoucq and Molina draw upon a unique 



database of more than 1,300 accusations of ballot-rigging to show that parties denounced fraud where 
electoral laws made the struggle for power more competitive. They explain how institutional arrange-
ments generated opportunities for executives to assemble legislative coalitions to enact far-reaching 
reforms. This book also argues that nonpartisan commissions should run elections and explains why 
splitting responsibility over election affairs between the executive and the legislature is a recipe for 
partisan rancour and political conflict. Stuffing the Ballot Box will interest a broad array of political and 
social scientists, constitutional scholars, historians, election specialists and policy-makers interested 
in electoral fraud and institutional reform.

Stuffing the Ballot Box

"How can democracies effectively represent citizens? The goal of this Handbook is to evaluate compre-
hensively how well the interests and preferences of mass publics become represented by institutions 
in liberal democracies. It first explores how the idea and institutions of liberal democracies were formed 
over centuries and became enshrined in Western political systems. The contributors to this Handbook, 
made up of the world's leading scholars on the various aspects of political representation, examine how 
well the political elites and parties who are charged with the representation of the public interest meet 
their duties. Clearly, institutions often fail to live up to their own representation goals. With this in mind, 
the contributors explore several challenges to the way that the system of representation is organized 
in modern democracies. For example, actors such as parties and established elites face rising distrust 
among electorates. Also, the rise of international problems such as migration and environmentalism 
suggests that the focus of democracies on nation states may have to shift to a more international level. 
All told, this Handbook illuminates the normative and functional challenges faced by representative 
institutions in liberal democracies"--

The Oxford Handbook of Political Representation in Liberal Democracies

How violent events and autocratic parties trigger democratic change How do democracies emerge? 
Shock to the System presents a novel theory of democratization that focuses on how events like 
coups, wars, and elections disrupt autocratic regimes and trigger democratic change. Employing the 
broadest qualitative and quantitative analyses of democratization to date, Michael Miller demonstrates 
that more than nine in ten transitions since 1800 occur in one of two ways: countries democratize 
following a major violent shock or an established ruling party democratizes through elections and 
regains power within democracy. This framework fundamentally reorients theories on democratization 
by showing that violent upheavals and the preservation of autocrats in power—events typically viewed 
as antithetical to democracy—are in fact central to its foundation. Through in-depth examinations of 
139 democratic transitions, Miller shows how democratization frequently follows both domestic shocks 
(coups, civil wars, and assassinations) and international shocks (defeat in war and withdrawal of an 
autocratic hegemon) due to autocratic insecurity and openings for opposition actors. He also shows how 
transitions guided by ruling parties spring from their electoral confidence in democracy. Both contexts 
limit the power autocrats sacrifice by accepting democratization, smoothing along the transition. Miller 
provides new insights into democratization’s predictors, the limited gains from events like the Arab 
Spring, the best routes to democratization for long-term stability, and the future of global democracy. 
Disputing commonly held ideas about violent events and their effects on democracy, Shock to the 
System offers new perspectives on how regimes are transformed.

Shock to the System

Despite the fact that Latin American countries have transitioned to democracy, many citizens residing 
in peripheral regions continue to live under undemocratic rule. Agustina Giraudy examines how such 
subnational undemocratic regimes (SURs) continue to persist, arguing that there are multiple pathways 
for SURs reproduction within democratic countries and that these, in turn, are determined by a specific 
combination of intergovernmental interactions.

Democrats and Autocrats

Much has been written about how civil society challenges authoritarian governments and helps lead 
the way to democratization. These studies show that neoliberal economic policies have harmed many 
sectors of society, weakening the state and undermining clientelistic relationships that previously 
provided material benefits to middle- and low-income citizens, who are then motivated to organize 
coalitions to work for greater social justice and equality. Recognizing this important role played by civil 



society organizations, Jon Shefner goes further and analyzes the variegated nature of the interests 
represented in these coalitions, arguing that the differences among civil society actors are at least as 
important as their similarities in explaining how they function and what success, or lack thereof, they 
have experienced. Through an ethnographic examination extending over a decade, Shefner tells the 
story of how a poor community on the urban fringe of Guadalajara mobilized through an organization 
called the Unión de Colonos Independientes (UCI) to work for economic improvement with the support 
of Jesuits inspired by liberation theology. Yet Mexico’s successful formal democratic transition, won with 
the elections in 2000, was followed by the dissolution of the coalition. Neither political access for the 
urban poor, nor their material well-being, has increased with democratization. The unity and even the 
concept of civil society has thus turned out to be an illusion.

The Illusion of Civil Society

Tracing the key themes and dynamics of a century of political development in Mexico, David Shirk 
explores the evolution of the party that ultimately became the vehicle for Fox's success.

Mexico's New Politics

Examines the political, economic, and social transformation Mexico has undergone in recent decades, 
and argues that the United States' antagonistic policy toward the nation is doing more harm than good.

Two Nations Indivisible

Explore the forces and movements shaping contemporary Mexican politics and society In Mexico’s 
Unscripted Revolutions: Political and Social Change Since 1958, distinguished historian Stephen 
Lewis offers a well-argued—and provocative—presentation of Mexico’s recent “unofficial” grassroots 
revolutions. The book explores generational change and youthful rebellion in the 1960s and the 
emergence of second-wave feminism in the 1970s. It also discusses Mexico’s uniquely protracted 
democratic transition, initiated by the hegemonic Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) but pushed 
forward at critical moments by ordinary citizens, opposition parties, and even armed insurgencies. In 
clear, accessible prose, the author argues that persistent inequality and authoritarian practices have 
hobbled Mexico’s democratic consolidation since 2000. He also provides coverage of the presidency of 
Andrés Manuel López Obrador (2018-2024), who promised peaceful revolution but seemed nostalgic 
for a return to Mexico’s populist, authoritarian past. Readers will also find: A revealing examination of 
racism and classism in Mexico, which persist despite the state’s celebration of the country’s Indigenous 
heritage and its promotion of biological and cultural mixing, known as mestizaje. The provocative sug-
gestion that democratization may have unwittingly contributed to the surge in cartel-related violence. 
A timely chronicle of how women took advantage of the democratic opening to push for gender quotas 
in politics, which has produced gender parity today in the national congress and in state legislatures. 
An overview of Mexico’s surprising and growing religious diversity, both within the Catholic Church and 
without. Perfect for undergraduate students studying Mexican and Latin American history and politics, 
Mexico’s Unscripted Revolutions: Political and Social Change Since 1958 will also benefit students in 
Latin American Studies, political science, anthropology, religious studies, and women’s studies and 
laypersons with an interest in contemporary Mexico.

Mexico's Unscripted Revolutions

An essential history of how the Mexican Revolution gave way to a unique one-party state In this book 
Paul Gillingham addresses how the Mexican Revolution (1910-1940) gave way to a capitalist dictator-
ship of exceptional resilience, where a single party ruled for seventy-one years. Yet while soldiers seized 
power across the rest of Latin America, in Mexico it was civilians who formed governments, moving 
punctiliously in and out of office through uninterrupted elections. Drawing on two decades of archival 
research, Gillingham uses the political and social evolution of the states of Guerrero and Veracruz 
as starting points to explore this unique authoritarian state that thrived not despite but because of its 
contradictions. Mexico during the pivotal decades of the mid-twentieth century is revealed as a place 
where soldiers prevented military rule, a single party lost its own rigged elections, corruption fostered 
legitimacy, violence was despised but decisive, and a potentially suffocating propaganda coexisted with 
a critical press and a disbelieving public.

Unrevolutionary Mexico



Based on a detailed study of 35 cases in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and post-communist Eurasia, 
this book explores the fate of competitive authoritarian regimes between 1990 and 2008. It finds that 
where social, economic, and technocratic ties to the West were extensive, as in Eastern Europe and the 
Americas, the external cost of abuse led incumbents to cede power rather than crack down, which led 
to democratization. Where ties to the West were limited, external democratizing pressure was weaker 
and countries rarely democratized. In these cases, regime outcomes hinged on the character of state 
and ruling party organizations. Where incumbents possessed developed and cohesive coercive party 
structures, they could thwart opposition challenges, and competitive authoritarian regimes survived; 
where incumbents lacked such organizational tools, regimes were unstable but rarely democratized.

Competitive Authoritarianism

This book critically examines transitional justice in Mexico. It explores how the Mexican democratic 
regime dealt with the grave human rights violations perpetrated by security forces during the au-
thoritarian era (1929-2000) through a Special Prosecutor’s Office. It offers a complete account of the 
diverse factors that facilitated the emergence (and policing) of Mexico's transitional justice process. 
Whilst transitional justice should contribute to the advancement of liberal democracy and, consequently, 
generate the following benefits: truth, justice, political reconciliation, peace, this book argues that 
Mexico is a case of transitional injustice. It is an example of how in some societies transitional justice 
mechanisms are intentionally implemented in ways that, instead of generating justice, produce impunity. 
It makes important contributions to some of the broader debates addressed by scholars on transitional 
justice and gives them reason to re-examine transitional justice processes in other countries in a new 
light.

Policing the Mexican Past

Since the re-democratization of much of Latin America in the 1980s and a regional wave of anti-austerity 
protests in the 1990s, social movement studies has become an important part of sociological, political, 
and anthropological scholarship on the region. The subdiscipline has framed debates about formal and 
informal politics, spatial and relational processes, as well as economic changes in Latin America. While 
there is an abundant literature on particular movements in different countries across the region, there 
is limited coverage of the approaches, debates, and theoretical understandings of social movement 
studies applied to Latin America. In The Oxford Handbook of Latin American Social Movements, Fed-
erico M. Rossi presents a survey of the broad range of theoretical perspectives on social movements 
in Latin America. Bringing together a wide variety of viewpoints, the Handbook includes five sections: 
theoretical approaches to social movements, as applied to Latin America; processes and dynamics 
of social movements; major social movements in the region; ideational and strategic dimensions of 
social movements; and the relationship between political institutions and social movements. Covering 
key social movements and social dynamics in Latin America from the late nineteenth century to the 
twenty-first century, The Oxford Handbook of Latin American Social Movements is an indispensable 
reference for any scholar interested in social movements, protest, contentious politics, and Latin 
American studies.

The Oxford Handbook of Latin American Social Movements

Over 3,100 total pages ... CONTENTS: The Nexus of Extremism and Trafficking: Scourge of the World or 
So Much Hype? Crossing Our Red Lines About Partner Engagement in Mexico Two Faces of Attrition: 
Analysis of a Mismatched Strategy against Mexican and Central American Drug Traffickers Combat-
ing Drug Trafficking: Variation in the United States' Military Cooperation with Colombia and Mexico 
Ungoverned Spaces in Mexico: Autodefensas, Failed States, and the War on Drugs in Michoacan 
U.S. SOUTHWEST BORDER SECURITY: AN OPERATIONAL APPROACH TWO WARS: OVERSEAS 
CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS AND THE WAR ON DRUGS WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED FROM 
THE WAR ON DRUGS? AN ASSESSMENT OF MEXICO’S COUNTERNARCOTICS STRATEGY THE 
DIVERSIFICATION OF MEXICAN TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS AND ITS EF-
FECTS ON SPILLOVER VIOLENCE IN THE UNITED STATES Mexican Drug Trafficking Organizations: 
Matching Strategy to Threat THE IMPACTS OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON CITIZEN SECURITY BEHAVIOR 
IN MEXICO Combating Transnational Organized Crime: Strategies and Metrics for the Threat Beyond 
Merida: A Cooperative Counternarcotics Strategy for the 21st Century MEXICAN DRUG CARTELS 
AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS, A NEW ALLIANCE? THE EFFECTIVE BUSINESS PRACTICES 
OF MEXICAN DRUG TRAFFICKING ORGANIZATIONS (DTOs) DRUG TRAFFICKING AND POLICE 



CORRUPTION: A COMPARISON OF COLOMBIA AND MEXICO CRISIS IN MEXICO: ASSESSING 
THE MÉRIDA INITIATIVE AND ITS IMPACT ON US-MEXICAN SECURITY BORDER SECURITY: 
IS IT ACHIEVABLE ON THE RIO GRANDE? Borders and Borderlands in the Americas PREVENT-
ING BULK CASH AND WEAPONS SMUGGLING INTO MEXICO: ESTABLISHING AN OUTBOUND 
POLICY ON THE SOUTHWEST BORDER FOR CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTON DRUG 
TRAFFICKING WITHIN MEXICO: A LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUE OR INSURGENCY? USSOCOM’s 
Role in Addressing Human Trafficking Southwest Border Violence: Issues in Identifying and Measuring 
Spillover Violence National Security Threats at the U.S.-Mexico Border Merida Initiative: Proposed 
U.S. Anticrime and Counterdrug Assistance for Mexico and Central America COCAINE TRAFFICKING 
THROUGH WEST AFRICA: THE HYBRIDIZED ILLICIT NETWORK AS AN EMERGING TRANSNA-
TIONAL THREAT ORGANIZED CRIME AND TERRORIST ACTIVITY IN MEXICO, 1999-2002 Is the 
Narco-violence in Mexico an Insurgency? THE USE OF TERRORISM BY DRUG TRAFFICKING 
ORGANIZATIONS’ PARAMILITARY GROUPS IN MEXICO An Approach to the 40-Year Drug War 
EXPLOITING WEAKNESSES: AN APPROACH TO COUNTER CARTEL STRATEGY MEXICO AND 
THE COCAINE EPIDEMIC: THE NEW COLOMBIA OR A NEW PROBLEM? EXPLAINING VARIATION 
IN THE APPREHENSION OF MEXICAN DRUG TRAFFICKING CARTEL LEADERS Drug Cartels 
and Gangs in Mexico and Central America: A View through the Lens of Counterinsurgency The 
COIN Approach to Mexican Drug Cartels: Square Peg in a Round Hole Counterinsurgency and the 
Mexican Drug War THE UNTOLD STORY OF MEXICO’S RISE AND EVENTUAL MONOPOLY OF THE 
METHAMPHETAMINE TRADE Competing with the Cartels: How Mexico's Government Can Reduce 
Organized Crime's Economic Grip on its People FIGHTING CORRUPTION IN MEXICO: LESSONS 
FROM COLOMBIA Defeating Mexico's Drug Trafficking Organizations: The Range of Military Oper-
ations in Mexico Drug Trafficking as a Lethal Regional Threat in Central America What Explains the 
Patterns of Diversification in Drug Trafficking Organizations Evaluating the Impact of Drug Trafficking 
Organizations on the Stability of the Mexican State

Over 40 Publications Combined: Implications Of Narco-Terrorism And Human Trafficking In Mexico 
and Central America On United States National Security

This handbook takes stock of the African Union’s Vision 2020 to rid the African continent of wars, civil 
conflicts, human rights violations, and humanitarian disasters – including violent conflicts and genocide 
– and provides recommendations on how to address contemporary threats to peace and security in 
Africa. It explores the continent’s current peace and security landscape, including new actors, emerging 
threats, and the prospects for achieving sustainable peace. With contributions from highly respected 
experts in the field, both academics and practitioners, the volume unpacks the sources of conflict, 
instability and the challenges of peace and development, and provides research-based policy advice 
to guide and inform African governments, policy makers, practitioners, and scholarly audiences on the 
continent and beyond.

The Palgrave Handbook of Sustainable Peace and Security in Africa

The democratization of a national government is only a first step in diffusing democracy throughout 
a country's territory. Even after a national government is democratized, subnational authoritarian 
'enclaves' often continue to deny rights to citizens of local jurisdictions. Gibson offers new theoretical 
perspectives for the study of democratization in his exploration of this phenomenon. His theory of 
'boundary control' captures the conflict pattern between incumbents and oppositions when a national 
democratic government exists alongside authoritarian provinces (or 'states'). He also reveals how 
federalism and the territorial organization of countries shape how subnational authoritarian regimes are 
built and how they unravel. Through a novel comparison of the late nineteenth-century American 'Solid 
South' with contemporary experiences in Argentina and Mexico, Gibson reveals that the mechanisms 
of boundary control are reproduced across countries and historical periods. As long as subnational 
authoritarian governments coexist with national democratic governments, boundary control will be at 
play.

Boundary Control
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