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The Benefit And The Burden Tax Reform Why We Need It 
And What It Will Take

#tax reform #tax benefits #tax burdens #economic policy #fiscal change 

This comprehensive analysis delves into the multifaceted aspects of tax reform, carefully weighing 
both its potential benefits and the inherent burdens it may impose. We explore the compelling reasons 
necessitating such reform and outline the practical steps and considerations required for its successful 
implementation.
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The Benefit and The Burden

A thoughtful and surprising argument for American tax reform, arguably the most overdue political 
debate facing the nation, from one of the most respected political and economic thinkers, advisers, and 
writers of our time. THE UNITED STATES TAX CODE HAS UNDERGONE NO SERIOUS REFORM 
SINCE 1986. Since then, loopholes, exemptions, credits, and deductions have distorted its clarity, 
increased its inequity, and frustrated our ability to govern ourselves. By tracing the history of our own tax 
system and assessing the way other countries have solved similar problems, Bruce Bartlett explores 
the surprising answers to all these issues, giving a sense of the tax code’s many benefits—and its 
inevitable burdens. From one of the most respected political and economic thinkers, advisers, and 
writers of our time, The Benefit and the Burden is a thoughtful and surprising argument for American 
tax reform.

Understanding the tax reform debate background, criteria, & questions

A passionate, detailed, quantified argument for state-level tax reform An Inquiry into the Nature and 
Causes of the Wealth of States explains why eliminating or lowering tax burdens at the state level 
leads to economic growth and wealth creation. A passionate argument for tax reform, the book shows 
that even states with small populations can benefit enormously with the right policies. The authors’ 
detailed exposition evaluates the impact state and local government policies have on a state’s relative 
performance and economic growth overall, backed up with economic data and analysis. Facts don’t lie. 
But they do point clearly to the failure of so-called progressive tax schemes designed more to curry 
favor with selected constituencies than to create an economic system that leads to individual wealth 
as the reward for hard work and entrepreneurial risk taking. An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of 
the Wealth of States is a detailed and critical look at income taxation across the nation, and drills down 
into an analysis of the economic growth or malaise that results from tax policy. Arguing eloquently that 
a state cannot tax itself into prosperity, just as the impoverished cannot spend themselves into wealth, 
the authors point out what many inherently know but often fear to say out loud. The book provides 
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detailed quantitative analysis, and discusses the policy variables that can have enormous effects on 
the financial well-being of states and individual residents, such as: Personal and corporate income tax 
rates Total tax burden as a percentage of personal income Estate and inheritance taxes Right-to-work 
laws An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of States shows everyone how to evaluate 
state-level fiscal and economic policies to become more competitive.

An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of States

A fundamental belief in personal liberty and in the ability of free markets to realise the good lies at 
the heart of the neoliberal economic orthodoxy that has now shaped public policy for a generation. 
Confidence in orthodox economics has, however, been badly shaken by the financial crisis of 2008 
and, in the years following, by the effects of the Great Recession. The era of casino banking was 
not only an era of de-industrialisation and under-employment, but also of iniquitous tax avoidance 
schemes, and of grotesquely inflated levels of social inequality. Such factors, we now realise, have 
reduced the life-prospects of millions of our fellow-citizens. This interdisciplinary volume of essays, with 
wide-ranging contributions by theologians and social scientists, explores the theological, economic, and 
moral implications of these developments. Its central claim is that neoliberalism’s failure to appreciate 
the limitations of its fiduciary commitments contributed massively to the economic crisis. A more honest 
appraisal of the relation between the language of belief and the sphere of economic behaviour is 
therefore required. This must also result in appropriate policy changes, to harness the power of the 
economy to serve a more generous vision of the human good.



God and the Financial Crisis

Interest in corporate tax reform that lowers the rate and broadens the base has developed in the past 
several years. Some discussions by economists in opinion pieces have suggested there is an urgent 
need to lower the corporate tax rate, but not necessarily to broaden the tax base, an approach that 
presents some difficulties given current budget pressures. Others see the corporate tax as a potential 
source of revenue. Arguments for lowering the corporate tax rate include the traditional concerns about 
economic distortions arising from the corporate tax and newer concerns arising from the increasingly 
global nature of the economy. Some claims have been made that lowering the corporate tax rate 
would raise revenue because of the behavioral responses, an effect that is linked to an open economy. 
Although the corporate tax has generally been viewed as contributing to a more progressive tax system 
because the burden falls on capital income and thus on higher-income individuals, claims have also 
been made that the burden falls not on owners of capital, but on labor income. The analysis in this report 
suggests that many of the concerns expressed about the corporate tax are not supported by empirical 
evidence. Claims that behavioral responses could cause revenues to rise if rates were cut do not hold 
up on either a theoretical or an empirical basis. Studies that purport to show a revenue-maximizing 
corporate tax rate of 30% (a rate lower than the current statutory tax rate) contain econometric errors 
that lead to biased and inconsistent results; when those problems are corrected the results disappear. 
Cross-country studies to provide direct evidence showing that the burden of the corporate tax actually 
falls on labor yield unreasonable results and prove to suffer from econometric flaws that also lead 
to a disappearance of the results when corrected, in those cases where data were obtained and the 
results replicated. Many studies that have been cited are not relevant to the United States because 
they reflect wage bargaining approaches and unions have virtually disappeared from the private sector 
in the United States. Overall, the evidence suggests that the tax is largely borne by capital. Similarly, 
claims that high U.S. tax rates will create problems for the United States in a global economy suffer 
from a misrepresentation of the U.S. tax rate compared with other countries and are less important 
when capital is imperfectly mobile, as it appears to be. Although these new arguments appear to rely on 
questionable methods, the traditional concerns about the corporate tax appear valid. While an argument 
may be made that the tax is still needed as a backstop to individual tax collections, it does result in 
some economic distortions. These economic distortions, however, have declined substantially over time 
as corporate rates and shares of output have fallen. Moreover, it is difficult to lower the corporate tax 
without creating a way of sheltering individual income given the low tax rates on dividends and capital 
gains. A number of revenue-neutral changes are available that could reduce these distortions, allow for 
a lower corporate statutory tax rate, and lead to a more efficient corporate tax system. These changes 
include base broadening, reducing the benefits of debt finance through inflation indexing, taxing large 
pass-through firms as corporations, and reducing the tax at the firm level offset by an increase at the 
individual level. Nevertheless, the scope for reducing the tax rate in a revenue-neutral way may be 
limited.

Corporate Tax Reform

The official account of the advisory panel formed by Presi-dent George W. Bush to identify major 
problems in the U.S.Federal Tax Code and to recommend options to make the codesimpler, fairer and 
more conducive to economic growth. Thepanel's report was submitted to U.S. Secretary of the Trea-sury 
John W. Snow on Nov. 1, 2005. Chaired by Connie MackIII, the panel recommended 2 reform options: 
the SimplifiedIncome Tax Plan & the Growth & Investment Tax Plan.

Simple, Fair and Pro-growth

Top scholars synthesize and analyze scholarship on this widely used tool of policy analysis in 27 
articles, setting forth its accomplishments, difficulties, and means of implementation. Though CGE 
modeling does not play a prominent role in top U.S. graduate schools, it is employed universally in the 
development of economic policy. This collection is particularly important because it presents a history of 
modeling applications and examines competing points of view. Presents coherent summaries of CGE 
theories that inform major model types Covers the construction of CGE databases, model solving, 
and computer-assisted interpretation of results Shows how CGE modeling has made a contribution to 
economic policy

Handbook of Computable General Equilibrium Modeling



"A book which examines how government - which is to say, all of us, acting collectively - can make our 
country healthier, wealthier and happier, if we put government to useful work in those areas where it 
most productively complements our private markets"--

We are Better Than this

No government can be sustained without the ability to tax its citizens. The question then arises how 
can a nation do so in a way that's fair and equitable to taxpayers while simultaneously promoting 
economic growth and providing the state with the funds it needs to adequately address the needs 
of its citizens? This insightful work, featuring contributions from a stellar array of international tax 
experts and economists, addresses the crucial, relevant issues which developed countries will confront 
in the early decades of the 21st century: The pursuit of tax reform. Personal tax base: income or 
consumption? Tax rate scale: equity and efficiency aspects. Business tax reform: structural and design 
issues. Interjurisdictional issues. Controlling tax avoidance.

Tax Reform in the 21st Century

Introduction -- Capital explosion -- Tax cut revolution -- Flat tax club -- Mobile brains and mobile wealth -- 
Taxing businesses in the global economy -- The economics of tax competition -- The battle for freedom 
and competition -- The moral case for tax competition -- Options for U.S. policy.

Global Tax Revolution

Always a classic, Dodd and Oppenheimer's Congress Reconsidered is the recognized source for 
in-depth, cutting-edge scholarship on Congress geared to undergraduates. Thoroughly updated for the 
112th Congress.

Congress Reconsidered, 10th Edition

The term "culture wars" refers to the political and sociological polarisation that has characterised Amer-
ican society the past several decades. This new edition provides an enlightening and comprehensive 
A-to-Z ready reference, now with supporting primary documents, on major topics of contemporary 
importance for students, teachers, and the general reader. It aims to promote understanding and 
clarification on pertinent topics that too often are not adequately explained or discussed in a balanced 
context. With approximately 640 entries plus more than 120 primary documents supporting both sides 
of key issues, this is a unique and defining work, indispensable to informed discussions of the most 
timely and critical issues facing America today.

Culture Wars

Features of this Innovative TextThe 8th edition of this well-respected text features the 2014 midterm 
Congressional elections, the latest on Obama's presidency, important Supreme Court decisions, the 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act, and other timely updates. An increased attention to media 
in politics runs through the book. Key learning objectives at the beginning of every chapter focus 
students on central points to watch for.""The Constitution Today"" chapter opening vignettes illustrate 
the importance of conflicting views on constitutional principles. Key terms defined in the margi.

American Government

At the turn of the twentieth century, the US system of public finance underwent a dramatic transforma-
tion. The late nineteenth-century regime of indirect, hidden, partisan, and regressive taxes was eclipsed 
in the early twentieth century by a direct, transparent, professionally administered, and progressive tax 
system. This book uncovers the contested roots and paradoxical consequences of this fundamental 
shift in American tax law and policy. It argues that the move toward a regime of direct and graduated 
taxation marked the emergence of a new fiscal polity - a new form of statecraft that was guided not 
simply by the functional need for greater revenue but by broader social concerns about economic 
justice, civic identity, bureaucratic capacity, and public power. Between the end of Reconstruction and 
the onset of the Great Depression, the intellectual, legal, and administrative foundations of the modern 
fiscal state first took shape. This book explains how and why this new fiscal polity came to be.

Making the Modern American Fiscal State



What is Excess Burden of Taxation When it comes to economics, one of the economic losses that 
society endures as a consequence of taxes or subsidies is the weight of taxation that amounts to an 
excessive amount. According to the theoretical framework of economics, distortions alter the quantity 
and kind of economic behavior in comparison to what would take place in a free market in the absence 
of the tax. It is possible to determine the extent of excess burdens by employing either the average 
cost of funds or the marginal cost of funds (MCF). It was Adam Smith who first brought up the topic of 
excessive burdens. How you will benefit (I) Insights, and validations about the following topics: Chapter 
1: Excess burden of taxation Chapter 2: Tax Chapter 3: Deadweight loss Chapter 4: Index of economics 
articles Chapter 5: Supply-side economics Chapter 6: Tax reform Chapter 7: Pigouvian tax Chapter 8: 
Sin tax Chapter 9: Tax competition Chapter 10: Proportional tax Chapter 11: Tax incidence Chapter 
12: Arnold Harberger Chapter 13: Tax incentive Chapter 14: Tax policy Chapter 15: Market distortion 
Chapter 16: Optimal tax Chapter 17: Tax efficiency Chapter 18: Marginal cost of public funds Chapter 
19: Laffer curve Chapter 20: OneTax Chapter 21: Optimal capital income taxation (II) Answering the 
public top questions about excess burden of taxation. (III) Real world examples for the usage of excess 
burden of taxation in many fields. Who this book is for Professionals, undergraduate and graduate 
students, enthusiasts, hobbyists, and those who want to go beyond basic knowledge or information for 
any kind of Excess Burden of Taxation.

Excess Burden of Taxation

"An introductory American government textbook should do more than simply tell students that politics is 
relevant today, that it will affect their lives in meaningful ways. Students are best prepared to recognize 
this basic fact when they understand the bigger picture of how the system works, how it got that way, 
and what are the possibilities for change. Cal Jillson's American Government: Political Development 
and Institutional Change shows students how the nation's past is present in all aspects of contemporary 
politics, using the dynamics of change as a tool to understand how politics works and how institutions, 
systems, avenues of participation, and policies have evolved over time to produce today's political 
environment in the United States. Going one step further, Jillson identifies the critical question of how 
American democracy might evolve further, focusing in every chapter on reform and change into the 
future"--

American Government

This paper evaluates elements of a comprehensive reform of the Italian tax system. Reform options 
are guided by the principles of reducing complexity, broadening the tax base, and lowering marginal 
tax rates, especially the tax burden on labor income. The revenue and distributional implications of 
personal income and property tax reforms are assessed with EUROMOD, while a microsimulation 
model is developed to evaluate VAT reform options. Simulations suggest that a substantial reduction in 
the tax burden on labor income can be obtained with a revenue-neutral base-broadening reform that 
streamlines tax expenditures and updates the property valuation system. In addition, a comprehensive 
reform would benefit low- and middle-income households the most, by lowering significantly their overall 
current tax liability, which results in increased progressivity of the tax system.

Toward a Comprehensive Tax Reform for Italy

The authors observe that consumption taxation is superior to income taxation because it does not 
penalize saving and investment and propose that the U.S. income tax system be completely replaced 
by a progressive consumption tax. They argue that the X tax, developed by the late David Bradford, 
offers the best form of progressive consumption taxation for the United States and outline concrete 
proposals for the X tax’s treatment of numerous specific economic issues.

Progressive Consumption Taxation

The third edition of a popular guide to the key issuesin tax reform, providing detailed discussion of the 
current systemand alternative proposals, an overview of principles that shouldgovern tax policy, and a 
voter's guide to the tax policy debate.

General Tax Reform (testimony from Administration and Publec Witnesses), Public Hearings ... , 93-1

Endowed with the authority to enforce justice, government is a necessary prerequisite to human 
flourishing. Citizens rightfully bear the responsibility to contribute to the existence of just government 



through the rendering of taxes. Because tax policy is also a reflection of values, citizens in a democratic 
society should be concerned with how taxes are collected and spent. In Real Tax Burden: More than 
Dollars and Cents, Alan Viard and Alex Brill explain everything you need to know to understand taxes 
in America today. The authors describe who pays what and why, the implications of the current system, 
and provide a vision for reform that is simple, effective, and consistent with our values.

General Tax Reform (testimony from Administration and Public Witnesses) Public Hearings, Nine-
ty-third Congress, First Session...

ÔIngeniously organized in a life cycle format, the Handbook covers environmental taxation concepts, 
design, acceptance, implementation, and impact. The universal themes discussed in each area will 
appeal to a broad range of readers.Õ Ð Larry Kreiser, Cleveland State University, US ÔThis book is a 
smart and useful readerÕs guide providing analytical tools for a full comprehension of environmental 
taxes, with an interdisciplinary approach that looks at all the different phases of environmental taxation: 
from the design to the implementation, the political acceptance and the impact on the economy. 
The authorsÕ effort is very successful in endowing academicians, policy makers and the general 
public with an excellent proof of the effectiveness of environmental taxes and green tax reforms.Õ Ð 
Alberto Majocchi, University of Pavia, Italy ÔPutting the words ÒenvironmentÓ next to ÒtaxationÓ 
might not always be the flavour of the month, but no modern society can ignore the value of the 
natural environment and the need to maintain its good quality and no competitive economy can 
prosper without the necessary tax revenues to function. Environmental taxation offers the prospect 
of moving towards a more resource-efficient economy, where preference is given to tax more what 
we burn, less what we earn. I welcome this contribution to the literature.Õ Ð Commissioner Connie 
Hedegaard, European Commission ÔThe Milne and Andersen volume provides a splendid treatment 
of environmental taxation that encompasses the basic conceptual issues, problems of tax design 
and implementation, and several insightful case studies that show how environmental taxes actually 
work in practice. It is the best overall treatment of environmental taxation available: comprehensive, 
rigorous, and readable.Õ Ð Wallace Oates, University of Maryland, US The Handbook of Research on 
Environmental Taxation captures the state of the art of research on environmental taxation. Written by 
36 specialists in environmental taxation from 16 countries, it takes an interdisciplinary and international 
approach, focusing on issues that are universal to using taxation to achieve environmental goals. 
The Handbook explores the conceptual foundations of environmental taxation, essential elements for 
designing environmental tax measures, factors that influence the acceptance of environmental taxation, 
the variety of ways to implement environmental taxes, their environmental and economic impact and, 
finally, the larger question of the role of taxation among other policy approaches to environmental 
protection. Intermixing theory with case studies, the Handbook offers readers lessons that can be 
applied around the world. It identifies key bodies of research for people who are already working in the 
field or entering the field and highlights issues that call for more research in the future. With systematic 
analysis of key issues in environmental taxation, this book will appeal to researchers, governments, 
think tanks, NGOs, and academics in law, economics, political science and public finance, as well as 
students specializing in environmental taxation and other market-based instruments.

Fundamental Tax Reform and Other Tax Issues

First published in 1998, Ruggeri and Vincent analyse different tax reform proposals to create a 
discourse on dispelling the myths surrounding the flat tax. This book proposes a progressive and 
comprehensive tax reforms, whilst simplifying the tax system for the vast majority of tax payers. Whilst 
ensuring the tax system reforms dose not hinder economic growth. This book should be required 
reading for anyone interested in the problems and promise of tax reform.

Taxing Ourselves

The papers in this volume analyse the role of European tax and benefit systems in incentives to create 
and take up jobs. The first section provides an overview of the issues relating to the trade-off between 
equity and efficiency. The second section describes the burden of taxation and the generosity of the 
welfare system in Europe. Part three examines how to evaluate the effects of tax and welfare reforms 
and the final section looks at ways that tax can be used to deal with some structural problems. The 
papers show that European policy makers face tough choices and that reforms are costly, with complex 
trade-offs.



The President's 1978 Tax Reduction and Reform Proposals

The rapid emergence of East Asia as an important geopolitical-economic entity has been one of the 
most visible and striking changes in the international economy in recent years. With that emergence has 
come an increased need for understanding the problems of interdependence. As a step toward meeting 
this need, the National Bureau of Economic Research joined with the Korea Development Institute to 
sponsor this volume, which focuses on the complexities of tax reform in a global economy. Experts 
from Taiwan, Korea, the Philippines, Japan, and Thailand, as well as the United States, Canada, and 
Israel examine the major tax programs of the 1980s and their domestic and international economic 
effects. The analyses reveal similarities between the United States and countries in East Asia in 
political constraints on policy making, and taken together they show how growing interdependence 
interacts with domestic economic and political concerns to affect issues as politically vital as tax reform. 
Economists, policymakers, and members of the business community will benefit from these studies.

Tax Reform Proposals

Edited by the former chairman of the Council of Economic Advisors, this illuminating volume presents 
thoughtful discussion by leading public officials, academics, and corporate executives on what the next 
generation of fiscal policy holds for us. Contributors look ahead to coming economic, political, and 
social changes to see how tax policy might, or should, affect the coming events of the 21st century. 
The result is a fascinating glimpse at key world developments that will affect future tax policies, and 
what preparations we should make.

Comprehensive tax reform

Reform of the United States tax system has become a central political issue. Assessing Tax Reform 
is a concise, nontechnical book to help general readers and students understand the tax reform 
issues Congress is now debating. Henry Aaron and Harvey Galper lay out the major alternative 
proposals and analyze principles of taxation that can be used for judging them. They explore the issues 
surrounding a move to a comprehensive income tax, a cash-flow tax, and the value-added tax or 
other consumption-based taxes. They show the conflicts and opportunities resulting from large current 
government deficits and the move for tax reform. In addition to clarifying the problems that must be 
solved if large-scale, long-term reform is to be achieved, the authors describe alternative strategies for 
increasing revenues quickly. They also present their own program for a fair, efficient, and less complex 
tax structure. They conclude with an examination of the political pitfalls that continue to make any major 
improvements in the tax system hard to enact.

Tax Reform Proposals

Taxes in America, by preeminent tax scholars Leonard E. Burman and Joel Slemrod, offers a clear, 
concise explanation of how our tax system works, how it affects people and businesses, and how it 
might be improved. Accessibly written, the book describes the confundities of the modern tax system 
in an easy-to-grasp manner and addresses issues relevant to the average taxpayer.



Tax Subsidies and Tax Reforms

The new edition of a popular guide to the key issues in tax reform, presented in a clear, nontechnical, 
and unbiased way. To follow the debate over tax reform, the interested citizen is often forced to choose 
between misleading sound bites and academic treatises. Taxing Ourselves bridges the gap between 
the oversimplified and the arcane, presenting the key issues clearly and without a political agenda. Tax 
policy experts Joel Slemrod and Jon Bakija lay out in accessible language what is known and not known 
about how taxes affect the economy and offer guidelines for evaluating tax systems—both the current 
tax system and proposals to reform it. This fifth edition has been extensively revised to incorporate 
the latest data, empirical evidence, and tax law. It offers new material on recent tax reform proposals, 
expanded coverage of international tax issues, and the latest enforcement initiatives. Offering historical 
perspectives, outlining the basic criteria by which tax policy should be judged (fairness, economic 
impact, enforceability), examining proposals for both radical change (replacement of the income tax 
with a flat tax or consumption tax) and incremental changes to the current system, and concluding with 
a voter's guide, the book provides readers with enough background to make informed judgments about 
how we should tax ourselves. Praise for earlier editions “An excellent book.” —Jeff Medrick, New York 
Times “A fair-minded exposition of a politically loaded subject.” —Kirkus Reviews

The Real Tax Burden

Why tax law is not just a pocketbook issue but a reflection of what and whom we, as a society, value. 
Most of us think of tax as a pocketbook issue: how much we owe, how much we'll get back, how 
much we can deduct. In Our Selfish Tax Laws, Anthony Infanti takes a broader view, considering 
not just how taxes affect us individually but how the tax system reflects our culture and society. He 
finds that American tax laws validate and benefit those who already possess power and privilege 
while starkly reflecting the lines of difference and discrimination in American society based on race, 
ethnicity, socioeconomic class, gender, sexual orientation and gender identity, immigration status, and 
disability. Infanti argues that instead of focusing our tax reform discussions on which loopholes to close 
or which deductions to allow, we should consider how to make our tax system reflect American ideals 
of inclusivity rather than institutionalizing exclusion. After describing the theoretical and intellectual 
underpinnings of his argument, Infanti offers two comparative case studies, examining the treatment 
of housing tax expenditures and the unit of taxation in the United States, Canada, France, and Spain 
to show how tax law reflects its social and cultural context. Then, drawing on his own work and that of 
other critical tax scholars, Infanti explains how the discourse surrounding tax reform masks the many 
ways that the American tax system rewards and reifies privilege. To counter this, Infanti urges us to 
work together to create a society with a tax system that respects and values all Americans.

Handbook of Research on Environmental Taxation

General Tax Reform (testimony from Administration and Public Witnesses) Public Hearings, Nine-
ty-third Congress, First Session...
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