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Russian Education and Society

This collection of essays addresses the challenge of modern nationalism to the tsarist Russian 
Empire. First appearing on the empire’s western periphery this challenge, was most prevalent in twelve 
provinces extending from Ukrainian lands in the south to the Baltic provinces in the north, as well 
as to the Kingdom of Poland. At issue is whether the late Russian Empire entered World War I as 
a multiethnic state with many of its age-old mechanisms run by a multiethnic elite, or as a Russian 
state predominantly managed by ethnic Russians. The tsarist vision of prioritizing loyalty among all 
subjects over privileging ethnic Russians and discriminating against non-Russians faced a fundamental 
problem: as soon as the opportunity presented itself, non-Russians would increase their demands 
and become increasingly separatist. The authors found that although the imperial government did 
not really identify with popular Russian nationalism, it sometimes ended up implementing policies 
promoted by Russian nationalist proponents. Matters addressed include native language education, 
interconfessional rivalry, the “Jewish question,” the origins of mass tourism in the western provinces, as 
well as the emergence of Russian nationalist attitudes in the aftermath of the first Russian revolution.

The Tsar, The Empire, and The Nation

Russian historiography has focused on the power of the central state. The national historiographies of 
the peoples that were once part of the empire, on the other hand, concentrate on their own nation, 
and the empire for them is only a burdensome context in which a particular nation was "waking up," 
and fighting for independence. Miller addresses the fabric of interaction between the imperial authority 
and local communities in the Romanov empire. How did the authorities structure the space of the 
empire? What were the economic relations between the borderlands and the centre? How was the use 
of different languages regulated? How did the central authorities and local officials implement policies 
regarding different population groups? How did the experience, acquired in particular borderlands, 
influence the policies elsewhere--among others--through officials who often changed their place of 
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service during their careers? How did the local elites and communities react to the policies of the 
imperial authorities? How did they uphold their special interests if the empire encroached on them, 
but also--how did they collaborate with the empire and how did they use imperial resources for local 
interests?

The Romanov Empire and Nationalism

English summary: European Empires with their multi-ethnic societies have long been considered 
as failures, and their history was often presented as a narrative of mere disintegration and decay. 
With the ever dominating subject of nation-state formation receding, a new scope for considering 
empires as the much longer and pervasive alternative in European history opens up. Against this 
background, this volume contributes to a more systematic comparison of the ambivalent and changing 
relationships between centre and periphery, between colonizers and colonized in the British Empire, 
the Habsburg Monarchy, Russia and the Ottoman Empire. The spectrum of such relationships reaches 
from infrastructures and political conflicts to the practice of monarchy and religion and war experiences. 
A mere addition of case-studies is avoided by inter-relating the contributions on the basis of comparative 
comments by leading specialists in the respective fields. German text. German description: Europas 
Grossreiche waren gepragt von ethnischer Differenz und raumlicher Vielfalt. Gerade diese Pluralitat galt 
lange als Ursache fur Scheitern und Zerfall. Empires pragten die Geschichte Europas jedoch viel langer 
und starker als die jungen Nationalstaaten, die unsere Vorstellung von Europa bis heute bestimmen. 
Die Beitrage dieses Bandes vergleichen systematisch vier europaische Empires im 19. und fruhen 20. 
Jahrhundert: das Britische Empire, die Habsburgermonarchie, Russland und das Osmanische Reich. 
Wie spannungsreich die Beziehungen zwischen Zentrum und Peripherie sowie zwischen Herrschern 
und Beherrschten waren, wird am Beispiel von Infrastrukturen, Konflikten und Kriegserfahrungen 
ebenso deutlich wie anhand der Praxis von Monarchie und Religion.

Comparing Empires

In Children of Rus’, Faith Hillis recovers an all but forgotten chapter in the history of the tsarist empire 
and its southwestern borderlands. The right bank, or west side, of the Dnieper River—which today 
is located at the heart of the independent state of Ukraine—was one of the Russian empire’s last 
territorial acquisitions, annexed only in the late eighteenth century. Yet over the course of the long 
nineteenth century, this newly acquired region nearly a thousand miles from Moscow and St. Petersburg 
generated a powerful Russian nationalist movement. Claiming to restore the ancient customs of the 
East Slavs, the southwest’s Russian nationalists sought to empower the ordinary Orthodox residents 
of the borderlands and to diminish the influence of their non-Orthodox minorities. Right-bank Ukraine 
would seem unlikely terrain to nourish a Russian nationalist imagination. It was among the empire’s 
most diverse corners, with few of its residents speaking Russian as their native language or identifying 
with the culture of the Great Russian interior. Nevertheless, as Hillis shows, by the late nineteenth 
century, Russian nationalists had established a strong foothold in the southwest’s culture and educated 
society; in the first decade of the twentieth, they secured a leading role in local mass politics. By 1910, 
with help from sympathetic officials in St. Petersburg, right-bank activists expanded their sights beyond 
the borderlands, hoping to spread their nationalizing agenda across the empire. Exploring why and 
how the empire’s southwestern borderlands produced its most organized and politically successful 
Russian nationalist movement, Hillis puts forth a bold new interpretation of state-society relations under 
tsarism as she reconstructs the role that a peripheral region played in attempting to define the essential 
characteristics of the Russian people and their state.

Children of Rus'

The essays in Nationalizing Empires challenge the dichotomy between empire and nation state that 
for decades has dominated historiography. The authors center their attention on nation-building in the 
imperial core and maintain that the nineteenth century, rather than the age of nation-states, was the age 
of empires and nationalism. They identify a number of instances where nation building projects in the 
imperial metropolis aimed at the preservation and extension of empires rather than at their dissolution 
or the transformation of entire empires into nation states. Such observations have until recently largely 
escaped theoretical reflection.

Nationalizing Empires



Renowned academics compare major features of imperial rule in the 19th century, reflecting a 
significant shift away from nationalism and toward empires in the studies of state building. The book 
responds to the current interest in multi-unit formations, such as the European Union and the expanded 
outreach of the United States. National historical narratives have systematically marginalized imperial 
dimensions, yet empires play an important role. This book examines the methods discerned in the 
creation of the Habsburg Monarchy, the Ottoman Empire, the Hohenzollern rule and Imperial Russia. 
It inspects the respective imperial elites in these empires, and it details the role of nations, religions 
and ideologies in the legitimacy of empire building, bringing the Spanish Empire into the analysis. The 
final part of the book focuses on modern empires, such as the German "Reich." The essays suggest 
that empires were more adaptive and resilient to change than is commonly thought.

Imperial Rule

Focusing on the Tsarist and Soviet empires of Russia, Lieven reveals the nature and meaning of 
all empires throughout history. He examines factors that mold the shape of the empires, including 
geography and culture, and compares the Russian empires with other imperial states, from ancient 
China and Rome to the present-day United States. Illustrations.

Empire

Combining the talents and expert knowledge of an early modern historian of Russia and of a Soviet 
specialist, 'Russia's Empires' is a major study of the entire sweep of Russian history from its earliest 
formations to the rule of Vladimir Putin. Looking through the lens of empire, which the authors 
conceptualise as a state based on institutionalised differentiation, inequitable hierarchy, and bonds of 
reciprocity between ruler and ruled, Kivelson and Suny displace the centrality of nation and nationalism 
in the Russian and Soviet story.

Russia's Empires

This pioneering work treats the Ukrainian question in Russian imperial policy and its importance for 
the intelligentsia of the empire. Miller sets the Russian Empire in the context of modernizing and 
occasionally nationalizing great power states and discusses the process of incorporating the Ukraine, 
better known as "Little Russia" in that time, into the Romanov Empire in the late 18th and 19th centuries. 
This territorial expansion evolved into a competition of mutually exclusive concepts of Russian and 
Ukrainian nation-building projects.

The Ukrainian Question

If one were to pick a single explanation for the fall of the tsarist and Soviet empires, it might well 
be Russia's inability to achieve a satisfactory relationship with non-Russian nationalities. Perhaps no 
other region demonstrates imperial Russia's "national dilemma" better than the western provinces and 
Kingdom of Poland, an extensive area inhabited by a diverse group of nationalities, including Poles, 
Jews, Ukrainians, Belorussians, Russians, and Lithuanians. Taking an in-depth look at this region 
during an era of intensifying national feeling, Weeks shows that the Russian government, even at the 
height of its empire, never came to terms with the question of nationality. Drawing upon little-known 
Russian and Polish archives, Weeks challenges widely held assumptions about the "national policy" of 
late imperial Russia and provides fresh insights into ethnicity in Russia and the former Soviet Union. 
He demonstrates that, rather than pursuing a plan of "russification," the tsarist government reacted 
to situations and failed to initiate policy. In spite of the Russians' great distrust of certain minority 
nationalities--especially Jews and Poles--the ruling elite was equally uncomfortable with the modern 
nationalism, even in its Russian form. Weeks demonstrates Russia's unwillingness (or inability) to use 
nationalistic policies to save the empire by examining its dilatory and contradictory actions regarding 
efforts to institute reforms in the western lands.

Nation and State in Late Imperial Russia

This book examines Russian policies in the western borderlands during the main period of expansion 
of the imperial system. Originally published in 1985. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest 
print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distin-
guished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these 
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of 



the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the 
thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

Russia's Western Borderlands, 1710-1870

From a preeminent scholar of Eastern Europe and the prizewinning author of Chernobyl, the essential 
history of Russian imperialism. In 2014, Russia annexed the Crimea and attempted to seize a portion 
of Ukraine -- only the latest iteration of a centuries-long effort to expand Russian boundaries and create 
a pan-Russian nation. In Lost Kingdom, award-winning historian Serhii Plokhy argues that we can only 
understand the confluence of Russian imperialism and nationalism today by delving into the nation's 
history. Spanning over 500 years, from the end of the Mongol rule to the present day, Plokhy shows 
how leaders from Ivan the Terrible to Joseph Stalin to Vladimir Putin exploited existing forms of identity, 
warfare, and territorial expansion to achieve imperial supremacy. An authoritative and masterful account 
of Russian nationalism, Lost Kingdom chronicles the story behind Russia's belligerent empire-building 
quest.

Lost Kingdom

This major book by one of the great political and social historians of our time is a study of the force of 
nationalism, a force that continues to shake our world. Reaching beyond nationalism as a doctrine, 
beyond the content, psychological origins, and analysis of that doctrine, the book represents and 
enquiry into all the important political move

Nations And States

In the shadow of America's recent military involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan, distinguished historians 
of empires and noted international relations specialists consider the dirty word "empire" in the face of 
contemporary political reality. Is "empire" a useful way to talk about America's economic, cultural, po-
litical, and military power? This final volume in the Social Science Research Council "After September 
11" series examines what the experience of past empires tells us about the nature and consequences 
of global power. How do the goals and circumstances of the United States today compare to classical 
imperialist projects of rule over others, whether for economic exploitation or in pursuit of a "civilizing 
mission"? Reviewing the much contested history of domination by Western colonizing powers, Lessons 
of Empire asks what lessons the history of these empires can teach us about the world today.

Russian Nationality Policy in the Western Provinces of the Empire

Imperiology
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