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Nationalism and National Identities

Nationalism and nationalist ideas are a major force in the contemporary world. This volume brings 
together original papers from a number of countries dealing both with theories and case studies of 
particular national contexts. Taken together, these papers shed light on the processes through which 
nationalist sentiments and ideas are articulated and given social and political meaning in specific 
situations. They cover a broad range of different kinds of nationalist movements and ideologies, using a 
variety of theoretical perspectives and based on varying empirical methodologies. The cases covered 
include a comparison of Bosnia-Herzegovina and the North Caucasus, the role of religion in nationalist 
sentiment in Spain, ethnicity and nationalism in Turkey, Basque nationalism, the Basque diaspora 
across the Atlantic, the patrimonial state and inter-ethnic conflict in Nigeria, and nationalist movements 
in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. Though this is the empirical focus, all chapters raise relevant theoretical 
questions and challenge differing approaches to the phenomenon of nationalism in the social sciences. 
This book was originally published as a special issue of Ethnic and Racial Studies.

Understanding National Identity

Investigates the concept of 'national identity' based on twenty years of empirical evidence.

Trans-Nationalism and the Politics of Belonging

In this book, two leading authorities on migration and nationhood attempt to bridge the gap between 
experience and analysis, looking at: * the disorientating effects of space and time which migration 
creates * how migration affects our understanding of national affiliations and the nation state * the 
impact of cross national economic relations on everyday life. The authors examine the migration of both 
rich and poor, crossing borders and living increasingly diasporic lives, and show how even as people 
move across borders, they still seek to be at home in the world through the creation of a "politics of 
belonging".

Identity as Ideology

Despite profound disagreement on whether identities are essential or existential, primordial or con-
structed, singular or multiple, there is little dispute over whether identities exist or not. In this provocative 
study, Sinisa Malesevic interrogates the unproblematic use of concepts of identity, and in particular 
national or ethnic identity.

Nation, Class and Resentment

This timely book provides an extensive account of national identities in three of the constituent nations 
of the United Kingdom: Wales, Scotland and England. In all three contexts, identity and nationalism 
have become questions of acute interest in both academic and political commentary. The authors take 
stock of a wealth of empirical material and explore how attitudes to nation and state can be understood 
by relating them to changes in contemporary capitalist economies, and the consequences for particular 
class fractions. The book argues that these changes give rise to a set of resentments among people 
who perceive themselves to be losing out, concluding that class resentments, depending on historical 
and political factors relevant to each nation, can take the form of either sub-state nationalism or right 
wing populism. Nation, Class and Resentment shows that the politics of resentment is especially salient 
in England, where the promotion of a distinct national identity is problematic. Students and scholars 
across a range of disciplines, including sociology and politics, will find this study of interest.



Nationalism, National Identity and Democratization in China

This title was first published in 2000: This text aims to provide a clear understanding of the complex 
relationship that exists between nationalism, national identity, the state, the direction and trend of 
China's transition and the subsequent prospects for democratization. While describing the rise of 
Chinese nationalism and the accompanying discourse on Chinese national identity, it focuses on the 
national identity question and its impact on democratization. The text argues that Chinese nationalism 
is not monolithic and that popular Chinese nationalism attempts to exclude the role of the party-state 
in defining national identity. Most importantly, it has the potential to demand democratic reform and 
push for democratization in China. Nevertheless, the alliance between nationalism and democracy will 
expedient. Chinese nationalism, whether official or popular, comes into conflict with democracy when 
it confronts the national identity/boundary problem. They clash with each other where territoriality is 
involved. The Chinese nationalist solution to the problem is logically and inherently opposed to the 
contemporary trend towards democracy.

Intra-State Immigrants as Sub-State Nationalists

This book explores the attitudes, opinions and life experiences of first and second generation intra-state 
immigrants who are convinced and committed Basque nationalists. Based on in-depth interviews 
with activists, it challenges many of the assumptions often made about Basque nationalism as an 
exemplary case of ethnic nationalism in the exclusive sense. Focusing on activists’ migration history, 
their experiences of social and political inclusion and exclusion, their national and regional identities, 
their political identities and their experiences of political activism, the author explores the role of 
origins, identity and life experience in activists’ willingness to engage with Basque nationalism. As such, 
Intra-State Immigrants as Sub-State Nationalists will appeal to scholars of sociology and politics with 
interests in migration, national identities and nationalist movements.

Nationalism and Territory

Why do nations come into conflict? What factors lead to the horrors of ethnic cleansing? This timely 
book offers clear-eyed answers to these questions by exploring how national identity is shaped by 
place, focusing especially on Serbia, Hungary, and Romania. Moving beyond studies of nationalism 
that consider only the economic and geostrategic value of territory, George W. White shows that the 
very core of national identity is intimately bound to specific places. Indeed, nations define themselves 
in terms of spaces that have historical, linguistic, and religious meaning, as Serbs have clearly 
demonstrated in Kosovo. These territories are concrete expressions of a nationAIs identity, both past 
and present. With his detailed analysis of the places that define national identity in Southeastern 
Europe, White convincingly shows why territorial disputes so often escalate into war.

Modern Roots

Interest in the study of national identity as a collective phenomenon is a growing concern among 
the social and political sciences. This book addresses the scholarly interest in examining the origins 
of ideologies and social practices that give historical meaning, cohesion and uniqueness to modern 
national communities. It focuses on the various routes taken towards the construction of cultural 
authenticity as an inspirational purpose of nation-building and reveals the diversity of the themes, 
practices and symbols used to encourage self-identification and communality. Among the techniques 
explored are the dramatization of suffering and tragedy, the exaltation of heroes and deeds, the 
evocation of landscape, nature and the arts and the delimitation of collective values to be pursued 
during reconstruction in post-war periods.

The Politics of Self-determination

This text addresses the pitfalls of border drawing in post-WWI Europe, arguing that at international and 
local levels, the 'temptation of violence' made national self-determination problematic, as local elites, 
administrations and paramilitary leaders used ethnic notions of identity to mobilise popular support 
under a guise of international legitimacy.



Taiwan and Chinese Nationalism

This study examines the problems which will inevitably arise as a result of China's claims on Taiwan, 
and analyses Taiwan's 'post-nationalist' identity.

Immigrants and National Identity in Europe

The author reviews main theories of nationalism and criticises their lack of elaboration on the role 
of 'Others' in nation formation. Drawing upon anthropological, sociological and social psychological 
perspectives, she develops a dynamic, relational perspective for the study of national theory.

The Making of English National Identity

Why is English national identity so enigmatic and so elusive? Why, unlike the Scots, Welsh, Irish and 
most of continental Europe, do the English find it so difficult to say who they are? The Making of English 
National Identity, first published in 2003, is a fascinating exploration of Englishness and what it means 
to be English. Drawing on historical, sociological and literary theory, Krishan Kumar examines the rise 
of English nationalism and issues of race and ethnicity from earliest times to the present day. He argues 
that the long history of the English as an imperial people has, as with other imperial people like the 
Russians and the Austrians, developed a sense of missionary nationalism which in the interests of 
unity and empire has necessitated the repression of ordinary expressions of nationalism. Professor 
Kumar's lively and provocative approach challenges readers to reconsider their pre-conceptions about 
national identity and who the English really are.

Nationalisms & Sexualities

Originally published in 1992, Nationalisms and Sexualities addresses questions of how notions of 
identity are shaped by discussions of nationalism and sexuality. The book looks at a variety of disci-
plinary and theoretical perspectives, on a wide range of geographical regions and historical moments. 
The volume departs from social scientific paradigms that treat nation and sexuality as discrete and 
autonomous entities. Its contributors respond instead to emerging issues that redefine the horizons of 
what is globally considered today as "the political": how the formation of sexual, gendered, racial, and/or 
class identities have contributed to the formation of sexual, gendered, racial, and/or class identities, 
and vice versa; how technologies of representation play a role in the constitution of national and sexual 
identities; how colonialism and postcolonialism have altered consolidations of national and sexual 
identities.

Music, National Identity and the Politics of Location

How are national identities constructed and articulated through music? Popular music has long been 
associated with political dissent, and the nation state has consistently demonstrated a determination 
to seek out and procure for itself a stake in the management of 'its' popular musics. Similarly, popular 
musics have been used 'from the ground up' as sites for both populist and popular critiques of nationalist 
sentiment, from the position of both a globalizing and a 'local' vernacular culture. The contributions in 
this book arrive at a critical moment in the development of the study of national cultures and musicology. 
The book ranges from considerations of the ideological focus of cultural nationalism through to analyses 
of musical hybridity and musical articulations of other kinds of identities at odds with national identity. 
The processes of global homogenization are thereby shown to have brought about a transitional 
crisis for national cultural identities: the evolution of these identities, particularly with reference to the 
concept of 'authenticity' in music, is situated within broader debates on power, political economy and 
constructions of the self. Theorizations of practice are employed after the manner of Bourdieu, Gramsci, 
Goffman, Gadamer, Habermas, Bhabha, Lacan and Zizek. Each contribution acts as a case study to 
characterize the strategies through which differing modes of musical discourse engage, critique or 
obscure discourses on national identity. The studies include discussions of: musical representations 
of Irishness; the relationship between Afropop and World Music; Norwegian club music; the revival of 
traditional music in Serbia; resistance to cultural homogeneity in Brazil; contemporary Uyghur song in 
Northwest China; rap and race in French society; technobanda from the barrios of Los Angeles, and 
Spanish/Moroccan raï. In this way, the book seeks to characterize the ideological configurations that 
help to activate and sustain hegemonic, amb

The Fall of an Empire, the Birth of a Nation



This title was first published in 2000: A collection of articles by Russian and Western experts on 
nationalism. The objective of the work is to give an overview of the new Russian identity-building and of 
the historical continuities that lie behind this ongoing process. The main theme is the shift from empire 
and imperial consciousness, characteristic both of the imperial Russia and the Soviet Union, towards 
a new identity as a nation state. Ultra-nationalism and the threat posed by ultra-right extremists groups 
is also among the most important themes in the book. The rising nationalist extremism is one of the 
several major projects that seek to redefine the Russion nationhood. The ultra-nationalist challenge is 
examined in several articles; the anatomy of extreme Russian nationalism is also examined through a 
case study of a small militant group of extremists.

Nationalism, National Identity and Movements

Nationalism, National Identity and Movements begins by presenting an examination of how forced 
migratory movements, although seeming to question traditional national principles of the sovereign 
state as well as undermining or even eroding nationalist value systems, ended up strengthening the 
power of the nation-states during the period after the Second World War. In particular, it will investigate 
how different waves of refugees contributed to the consolidation of one specific type of nationalism: 
the ethnic one.Next, the authors analyse the role of national narratives in the development of national 
identity. This interdisciplinary approach offers a more complete and analytical understanding of how 
narratives of national identity are produced, transmitted and finally consumed by the members of a 
nation.Also in this book, detailed theoretical rationale for the relationships between identification and 
threat perceptions is presented, exploring the issues related to causal direction and links to attitudes 
toward immigrants and immigration policies. Although having a national identity on its own is not 
troubling, possessing an inflated sense of national identity, referred to as national group narcissism, 
may lead to biased perceptions of intergroup relations.Following this, the authors describe three 
different types of artworks and the identities associated with each artist in order to reveal the complex 
process through which Korean identity is formed. This research identifies the first type of artist as 
one who left South Korea as an adult in order to be deterritorialized from the given territory, and 
the individual's Koreanness has been one rediscovered by dialectical play with the Other.Usage of 
the colonial discourse is proposed as a way to represent social relationships, providing additional 
opportunities for the analysis of the political situation in Russia. Thus, the work of contemporary 
intellectuals who identify themselves as "Russian nationalists" is analyzed. Conclusions are made 
regarding the fundamental conflictual nature of intellectuals.The construction of a unified Mexican 
national identity is depicted in the concluding chapter, in a territory originally divided by adversarial 
ethnic groups into one nation glued by a common language and history. The authors conclude that 
nationalism in Mexico must be understood within educational, historical and contextual influences to 
assess costs and benefits.

On Nationality

Nationalism is a dominating force in contemporary politics but political philosophers have been reluctant 
to discuss ideas of nationalism. In this book David Miller defends the principle of nationality.

Scaling Identities

This comprehensive book examines the crucial connections between national identity, territory, and 
scale. Providing a powerful theoretical and organizational framework, the volume identifies four ways in 
which scale operates dynamically in the formation and maintenance of national identity. Consolidating 
identities considers the strategies necessary to keep all parts within the fold through educational 
systems, minority policies, immigration controls, and other forms of traditional state power. Magnifying 
identities examines the consequences of shifting the scale up and unifying territories that have a sense 
of a larger, supranational identity. Connecting identities assesses how nations can bridge physical 
distance, water barriers, or sovereign boundaries. Fragmenting identities looks into the disintegration 
of national identities and those forces that have the potential to unravel a nation or block its effective 
formation. Nationalism and national identity remain critical flashpoints in the geopolitical order, as we 
have seen in the development of a quasi-independent Kurdistan in Northern Iraq, the resurgence of 
Native American identities in response to the Dakota Access Pipeline, and the Chinese crackdown 
on its minority regions. Offering a rich set of case studies from around the world, this essential book 
affirms the global importance of national identity and scale.



Political Symbols and National Identity in Timor-Leste

This book explores how national identity has been negotiated and (re)imagined through the political 
symbols that embody it in post-conflict Timor-Leste. It develops a Modernist approach to nations and 
nationalism by incorporating Bourdieusian theories of symbolic capital and conflict, to examine how 
national identity has been constructed and represented in political symbols. Taking case studies of 
flags, monuments, national heroes, and street art, it critically analyses how a diverse population has 
interpreted and (re)constructed its national identity throughout the first decade of independence, and 
how the transition from a context of conflict to peace has influenced such popular imaginings. By 
examining these processes of identification with a wide range of symbols, the book discusses the 
numerous challenges that this young nation-state still faces, including victimhood and recognition, 
democratization and electoral politics, the political role of cosmology and spirituality, and post-colonial 
generational differences and divisions.

Chinese Nationalism

Provides conceptual insights that put the reader in a position to come to grips intellectually with the 
complex weave of Chinese nationalist sentiment today and in the future.

Food, National Identity and Nationalism

Building and expanding on the first edition, the second edition of Food, National Identity and National-
ism continues to explore a much-neglected area study: the relationship between food and nationalism. 
With a preface written by Michaela DeSoucey and using a wide range of case studies, it demonstrates 
that food and nationalism is an important area to study, and that the food-nationalism axis provides a 
useful prism through which to explore and analyse the world around us, from the everyday to the global, 
and the ways in which it affects us. The second edition includes a number of new case studies, including 
the demise and resurrection of pie as a ‘national dish’ in post-Brexit Britain; the use of netnography; 
the role of diasporas in maintaining and reinventing national food; the gastrodiplomatic potential of the 
New Nordic Cuisine; the potential of veganism to transcend nationalism; and the relationship between 
gastronationalism and populism.

Origins of National Interests

The concept of "identity" in international relations offers too many vague and imprecise definitions of 
the concepts that stand at its very core. This text offers clear definitions of the concept of identity and 
the concepts surrounding the term.

Whiteness and Nationalism

Naming whiteness is becoming an increasingly pressing issue across a variety of social and political 
contexts. In this book, an international set of authors discuss how and why this has come to be the 
case. Studying whiteness, as either a social identity or political ideology, is a relatively recent area of 
scholarship. Unusually, within the fields of race and ethnicity, it is a concept that sits at an intersection 
between historical privilege and identity. At the same time, ‘white privilege’ is not universally shared in 
(or can be distant to) how many white people feel they experience their identities. Whiteness as a site of 
privilege is therefore not absolute, but rather cross-cut by a range of other concerns, too. Nonetheless, 
recent political developments serve to illustrate the political potency of appeals to whiteness, in a 
way that suggests whiteness coupled with nationhood is a central social and political topic. In this 
book, authors from the USA, Australia and Europe consider the contemporary relationships between 
whiteness and national identity by focusing on mainstream electoral politics, the ‘normalisation’ of white 
supremacy and where whiteness stands in relation to pluralised national identities. The chapters in this 
book were originally published as a special issue of the journal, Identities: Global Studies in Culture 
and Power.

Marxism and National Identity

Provides the first sustained analysis of the collision between Marxism and nationalism in France at the 
time of the Dreyfus affair.

Personal Identity, National Identity and International Relations



Drawing on Freud, Mead, Erikson, Parsons and Habermas, William Bloom relates mass psychological 
processes to international relations.

Nationalism

`Spencer and Wollman remain succinct and clear in their critical introduction to the most influential 
nationalism theories. The book is well structured, the arguments clearly presented. Its format makes 
it a great textbook for all seeking a deeper understanding of nationalism and national identity, while 
those already familiar with the subject will no doubt enjoy this erudite volume as well' - Sociology 
`This book is a valuable source for the interested reader who needs a concise and critical introduction 
into theories and theorists of nationalism. The extensve bibliography and a good index make it a work 
which should be on the bookshelf of anyone teaching nationalism' - Journal of Contemporary European 
Studies Nationalism provides an indispensable review of the study of nationalism that both introduces 
and critically positions all the main issues, theories and contemporary debates. Drawing upon and 
introducing a wide range of literatures from across politics, sociology, history, social anthropology and 
cultural studies, the authors seek to further challenge fixed notions of national identity, ethnicity and 
culture to more fully explore and understand the contemporary complexities of citizenship and the 
genuine potential for a cosmopolitan democracy. The text surveys both classical and contemporary 
approaches including those from within feminism, postmodernism, postcolonialism and globabalization 
studies. It will be essential reading for all students and academics seeking a deeper understanding of 
nationalism and national identity today.

Modern Roots

This groundbreaking work explores the vital importance of territory and space to any genuine under-
standing of nationalism and identity. Too often, the contributors argue, national identity is analyzed apart 
from the lands that are integral to its formation, as territory is seen as a commodity to be brokered rather 
than as central to a group's self-definition. This volume combines theoretical insights with structured 
case studies on how national identity manifests itself in space and at different geographical scales.

Nested Identities

The essays in this book make up a thought-provoking exploration of national identity within the full 
scope of social, political and cultural activity in today's nation states. The impact of the new Europe of 
the last ten years is discussed.

National Identity

Negotiating National Identities presents an empirically detailed and theoretically wide-ranging analysis 
of the complex political and cultural struggles taking place in contemporary Europe. Taking con-
temporary Austria and her controversial identity politics as its central case study in a discussion of 
developments across a variety of national and pan-European contexts, this book demonstrates that 
neo-nationalism has been one among several competing reactions to the processes and challenges 
of globalization, whilst inclusive notions of identity and belonging are shown to have emerged from 
the realms of civil society and cultural production. Shifting the study of national identities from the 
party-political to the social, cultural and economic realms, this book raises important questions of 
human rights, social exclusion and ideological struggle in a globalizing era, drawing attention to the 
contested nature of European politics and civil societies, in which existing configurations of power and 
exclusion are both reproduced and challenged. As such, it will be of interest to anyone working in the 
fields of race and ethnicity, national identity and media and cultural studies.

Negotiating National Identities

The nation-state is seen by many today as the key unit of analysis for international organization 
and cooperation in the modern age, but not all groups that want to make up and control their own 
nation-state are able to do so: historical factors, domestic politics, and international relations often 
prevent them from obtaining sovereign power. Groups that have tried to create a nation-state and 
failed to do so can be referred to as being "frustrated." Frustrated Nationalism offers case studies by 
an international collection of scholars who describe the efforts of many of those groups to achieve 
sovereign status, or at least to obtain greater control over the policies that affect them, their strategies, 
and their outcomes.

Frustrated Nationalism



The first edition of this book was hailed as original and challenging in its analyses of Thai national 
identity. The topic is today no less worthy of discussion and comment. The essays boldly offer insights 
into the formation of Thai identity from the perspectives of history, political science, anthropology, 
linguistics, social psychology, human geography, and media and religious studies. Written in the 
aftermath of the 1997 Asian financial crisis, a new chapter reflects on the way older concepts of Thai 
identity were transformed by the economic boom as well as by the financial crisis that followed. Topics 
include the debates among public intellectuals about the perils and opportunities of globalization, the 
dynamic relationship between local and global knowledge, and perceived challenges to Thailand's 
sovereignty, all of which have deep roots in the country's modern history.

National Identity and Its Defenders

Nationalism, national identity, and ethnicity are cultural issues in contemporary Western societies. 
Problems in the United States, the Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Turkey, Poland, Croatia, Ukraine, 
Hungary, and Bulgaria illustrate both large-scale internal variations in these phenomena and their 
cross-national relevance for teaching, research, and educational development on such subjects as 
multiculturalism, ethnic diversity, and socialization.Nationalism, Ethnicity, and Identity, now in pa-
perback, reflects the consequences of rapid change as well as the impact of longstanding social 
values. Contributors from a number of different countries use a variety of methodological approaches 
(empirical, quantitative, qualitative, historical, and case study, among others) to analyze important 
issues. These include anti-Semitism, stereotyping, militarism, authoritarianism, postmodernism, moral 
development, gender, patriarchy, theory of the state, critical educational theory, Europeanization, and 
democratic public policy options as related to competing choices among monocultural and multicultural 
policy options.In addition, contributors examine the situation of minorities in their respective national 
settings. Chapters cover the impact of mass media, culture, patriotism, and other universal values. This 
cross-national study is a unique addition to the literature on multiculturalism.

Nationalism, Ethnicity, and Identity

This collection brings together scholars from a wide range of disciplines to offer perspectives on national 
identity formation in various European contexts between 1600 and 1815. Contributors challenge the 
dichotomy between modernists and traditionalists in nationalism studies through an emphasis on 
continuity rather than ruptures in the shaping of European nations in the period, while also offering 
an overview of current debates in the field and case studies on a number of topics, including literature, 
historiography, and cartography.

The roots of nationalism

What is national identity? What are the main challenges posed to national identity by the strengthening 
of regional identities and the growth of cultural diversity? How is right-wing nationalism connected to the 
desire to preserve a traditional image of national identity? Can we forge a new kind of national identity 
that responds to the challenges of globalization and other deep-seated changes? In this important 
new book, Montserrat Guibernau answers these and other compelling questions about the future 
of national identity. For Guibernau, the nation-states traditional project to unify its otherwise diverse 
population by generating a shared sense of national identity among them was always contested, and 
was accomplished with various degrees of success in Europe and North America. Such processes 
involved the cultural and linguistic homogenization of an otherwise diverse citizenry and were pursued 
by different means according to the specific contexts within which they were applied. At present, 
the impact of strong structural socio-political and economic transformations has resulted in greater 
challenges being posed to the idea that all citizens of a state should share a homogeneous national 
identity. Diversity is increasing, and plans for further European integration contain the potential to 
generate significant tensions, casting greater doubt on the classical concept of national identity. As 
a result, we are faced with a set of new dilemmas concerning the way in which national identity 
is constructed and defined. The book offers a theoretical as well as a comparative approach, with 
case studies involving Austria, Britain, Canada and Spain, as well as the European Union and the 
United States of America. The Identity of Nations will be essential reading for advanced students and 
professional scholars in sociology, politics and international relations.

The Identity of Nations



Nationalism, National Identity and Movements begins by presenting an examination of how forced 
migratory movements, although seeming to question traditional national principles of the sovereign 
state as well as undermining or even eroding nationalist value systems, ended up strengthening the 
power of the nation-states during the period after the Second World War. In particular, it will investigate 
how different waves of refugees contributed to the consolidation of one specific type of nationalism: 
the ethnic one.Next, the authors analyse the role of national narratives in the development of national 
identity. This interdisciplinary approach offers a more complete and analytical understanding of how 
narratives of national identity are produced, transmitted and finally consumed by the members of a 
nation.Also in this book, detailed theoretical rationale for the relationships between identification and 
threat perceptions is presented, exploring the issues related to causal direction and links to attitudes 
toward immigrants and immigration policies. Although having a national identity on its own is not 
troubling, possessing an inflated sense of national identity, referred to as national group narcissism, 
may lead to biased perceptions of intergroup relations.Following this, the authors describe three 
different types of artworks and the identities associated with each artist in order to reveal the complex 
process through which Korean identity is formed. This research identifies the first type of artist as 
one who left South Korea as an adult in order to be deterritorialized from the given territory, and 
the individual's Koreanness has been one rediscovered by dialectical play with the Other.Usage of 
the colonial discourse is proposed as a way to represent social relationships, providing additional 
opportunities for the analysis of the political situation in Russia. Thus, the work of contemporary 
intellectuals who identify themselves as "Russian nationalists" is analyzed. Conclusions are made 
regarding the fundamental conflictual nature of intellectuals.The construction of a unified Mexican 
national identity is depicted in the concluding chapter, in a territory originally divided by adversarial 
ethnic groups into one nation glued by a common language and history. The authors conclude that 
nationalism in Mexico must be understood within educational, historical and contextual influences to 
assess costs and benefits.

Nationalism, National Identity and Movements

What is national identity? What are the main challenges posed to national identity by the strengthening 
of regional identities and the growth of cultural diversity? How is right-wing nationalism connected to the 
desire to preserve a traditional image of national identity? Can we forge a new kind of national identity 
that responds to the challenges of globalization and other deep-seated changes? In this important 
new book, Montserrat Guibernau answers these and other compelling questions about the future 
of national identity. For Guibernau, the nation-states traditional project to unify its otherwise diverse 
population by generating a shared sense of national identity among them was always contested, and 
was accomplished with various degrees of success in Europe and North America. Such processes 
involved the cultural and linguistic homogenization of an otherwise diverse citizenry and were pursued 
by different means according to the specific contexts within which they were applied. At present, 
the impact of strong structural socio-political and economic transformations has resulted in greater 
challenges being posed to the idea that all citizens of a state should share a homogeneous national 
identity. Diversity is increasing, and plans for further European integration contain the potential to 
generate significant tensions, casting greater doubt on the classical concept of national identity. As 
a result, we are faced with a set of new dilemmas concerning the way in which national identity 
is constructed and defined. The book offers a theoretical as well as a comparative approach, with 
case studies involving Austria, Britain, Canada and Spain, as well as the European Union and the 
United States of America. The Identity of Nations will be essential reading for advanced students and 
professional scholars in sociology, politics and international relations.

The Identity of Nations

The resilience of nationalism in contemporary Europe may seem paradoxical at a time when the nation 
state is widely seen as being 'in decline'. The contributors of this book see the resurgence of nationalism 
as symptomatic of the quest for identity and meaning in the complex modern world. Challenged from 
above by the supranational imperatives of globalism and from below by the complex pluralism of 
modern societies, the nation state, in the absence of alternatives to market consumerism, remains a 
focus for social identity. Nation and Identity in Contemporary Europe takes a fully interdisciplinary and 
comparative approach to the 'national question'. Individual chapters consider the specifics of national 
identity in France, Germany, Britain, Italy, Iberia, Russia, the former Yugoslavla and Poland, while 
looking also at external forces such as economic globalisation, European supranationalism, and the 
end of the Cold War. Setting current issues and conflicts in their broad historical context, the book 



reaffirms that 'nations' are not 'natural' phenomena but 'constructed' forms of social identity whose 
future will be determined in the social arena.

Nation and Identity in Contemporary Europe

Globalization, immigration and economic crisis challenge the conceptions of nations, trans-national 
institutions and post-ethnic societies which are central topics in social sciences' discourses. This book 
examines in an interdisciplinary and international comparative way structures of national identity which 
are in conflict with or supporting multi-ethnic diversity and trans-national connectivity. The book’s first 
section seeks to clarify the concepts of national identity, nationalism, patriotism and cosmopolitism and 
to operationalize them consistently. The next section regards the diversity within national states and the 
consequences for the management of identity and intra-national integration. The third section focuses 
on external integration between different nations by searching for the "squaring of the circle" between 
the bonding with co-patriots and the critical reflection of one's own national perspective in relation to 
others. The last section explores to what extent and in which ways media use shapes collective identity.

Dynamics of National Identity
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