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Needful Things, a chilling horror novel by Stephen King, plunges readers into the heart of Castle Rock, 
Maine, where a mysterious shop materializes. Its enigmatic proprietor offers townsfolk their deepest 
desires, but these 'needful things' come with a sinister catch, igniting a devastating wave of paranoia 
and violence. This supernatural thriller expertly explores human greed and the dark consequences of 
getting everything you wish for.

Each note is structured to summarize important concepts clearly and concisely.
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Needful Things

A wonderful new store has opened in Castle Rock, Maine. It's a place where you can get anything your 
heart desires - sexual pleasure, wealth, power ... but for a nerve-shattering price.

Needful Things

Now with a stunning new cover look, the ultimate storyteller Stephen King presents the classic 
bestseller about a shop where you can buy whatever you want - but it comes at a price. There is 
a new shop in town. Run by a stranger. Needful Things, the sign says. A name that causes some 
gossip and speculation among the good folks of Castle Rock, Maine, while they wait for opening day. 
Eleven-year-old Brian Rusk is the first customer and he gets just what he wants: a very rare 1956 
baseball card. Cyndi Rose is next. A Lalique vase. A perfect match for her living room décor. There is 
something for everyone. And always at a price you can just about afford. The cash price that is. Because 
there is another price. There always is when your heart's most secret desire is for sale . . .

Stephen King

Titles include "Four Past Midnight" and "Needful Things".

The Dark Half

Thad, a college professor who moonlights as a writer of pop thrillers under the pseudonym George 
Stark, finally writes a serious novel, and decides to stop writing shockers. But George Stark has come 
to life and doesn't want to die. Thad is forced to battle his own creation for the control of the mind which 
both must share.

The Sun Dog
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The No. 1 bestselling author Stephen King's novella The Sun Dog, published in his award-winning 1990 
story collection Four Past Midnight, is now available as a standalone publication. It's mine - that was 
what he had thought when his finger had pushed the shutter-button for the first time. Now he found 
himself wondering if maybe he hadn't gotten that backward. Kevin Delevan wants only one thing for his 
fifteenth birthday: a Polaroid Sun 660. There's something wrong with his gift, though. No matter where 
Kevin aims the camera, it produces a photograph of an enormous, vicious dog. In each successive 
picture, the menacing creature draws nearer to the flat surface of the Polaroid film as if it intends to 
break through. When old Pop Merrill, Castle Rock's sharpest trader, gets wind of this phenomenon, he 
devises a way to profit from it. But the Sun Dog, a beast that shouldn't exist at all, turns out to be a very 
dangerous investment.

Thinner

The “extraordinary” (Booklist) novel of a cursed man’s quest to find the source of his nightmare and 
to reverse it before he becomes…nothing at all. This #1 New York Times bestseller from Stephen 
King, writing as Richard Bachman, “pulsates with evil…[and] will have you on the edge of your seat” 
(Publishers Weekly). “You can’t do anything… It’s gone too far. You understand, Halleck? Too…far. 
Attorney Billy Halleck seriously enjoys living his life of upper-class excess. He’s got it all­—an expensive
 home in Connecticut, a loving family…and fifty extra pounds that his doctor repeatedly warns will be
 the death of him. Then, in a moment of carelessness, Halleck commits vehicular manslaughter when he
 strikes a jaywalking old woman crossing the street. But Halleck has some powerful local connections,
 and gets off with a slap on the wrist…much to the fury of the woman’s mysterious and ancient father,
 who exacts revenge with a single word: “Thinner.” Now a terrified Halleck finds the weight once so
 difficult to shed dropping effortlessly—and rapidly—by the week. Soon there will be nothing left of Billy
 Halleck…unless he can somehow locate the source of his living nightmare and reverse what’s happened
 to him before he utterly wastes away

Point Of Origin

The ninth book in the Kay Scarpetta series, from No. 1 bestselling author Patricia Cornwell. 'America's 
most chilling writer of crime fiction' The Times A farmhouse destroyed by fire. A body amongst the ruins. 
Dr Kay Scarpetta, Chief Medical Examiner and consulting pathologist for the federal law enforcement 
agency ATF, is called out to a farmhouse in Virginia which has been destroyed by fire. In the ruins of 
the house she finds a body which tells a story of a violent and grisly murder. The fire has come at 
the same time as another, even more incendiary horror: Carrie Grethen, a killer who nearly destroyed 
the lives of Scarpetta and those closest to her, has escaped from a forensic psychiatric hospital. Her 
whereabouts is unknown, but her ultimate destination is not, for Carrie has begun to communicate with 
Scarpetta, conveying her deadly - if cryptic - plans for revenge. Chillingly mesmeric in tone, labyrinthine 
in structure, Point of Origin is Patricia Cornwell at her most dazzling. Praise for the groundbreaking 
series: 'One of the best crime writers writing today' Guardian 'Devilishly clever' Sunday Times 'The top 
gun in this field' Daily Telegraph 'Forget the pretenders. Cornwell reigns' Mirror 'The Agatha Christie of 
the DNA age' Express

Under the Dome: Part 2

After an invisible force field seals off Chester Mills, Maine, from the rest of the world, it is up to Dale 
Barbara, an Iraq veteran, and a select group of citizens to save the town, if they can get past Big Jim 
Rennie, a murderous politician, and his son, who hides a horrible secret in his dark pantry. Reprint.

Stephen King [ Three Novels]

Chuck Palahniuk returns with the chilling tale, in classic Palahniuk tradition, of a father in search of his 
daughter, a young woman with a secret, and a malicious recording that can make "the whole world 
scream at the exact same time." Private detective Foster Gates is a father is in search of his missing 
daughter, and sound engineer Mitzi harbors a secret that may help him solve the case. It's Mitzi's 
job to create the dubbed screams used in horror films and action movies. She's the best at what she 
does. But what no one in Hollywood knows is the screams Mitzi produces are harvested from the 
real, horror-filled, blood-chilling screams of people in their death throes--a technique first employed 
by Mitzi's father and one she continues on in his memory--a deeply conflicted serial killer compelled 
beyond her understanding to honor her father's chilling legacy. Soon Foster finds himself on Mitzi's trail. 
And in pursuit of her dark art, Mitzi realizes she's created the perfect scream, one that compels anyone 



who hears it to mirror the sound as long as they listen to it--a highly contagious seismic event with the 
potential to bring the country to its knees.

The Invention of Sound

Stephen King's apocalyptic vision of a world blasted by virus and tangled in an elemental struggle 
between good and evil remains as riveting and eerily plausible as when it was first published. Soon to 
be a television series. 'THE STAND is a masterpiece' (Guardian). Set in a virus-decimated US, King's 
thrilling American fantasy epic, is a Classic. First come the days of the virus. Then come the dreams. 
Dark dreams that warn of the coming of the dark man. The apostate of death, his worn-down boot heels 
tramping the night roads. The warlord of the charnel house and Prince of Evil. His time is at hand. His 
empire grows in the west and the Apocalypse looms. When a man crashes his car into a petrol station, 
he brings with him the foul corpses of his wife and daughter. He dies and it doesn't take long for the 
virus which killed him to spread across America and the world.

The Stand

Master storyteller Stephen King presents the classic, terrifying #1 New York Times bestseller about 
a terrifying otherworldly discovery and the effects it has a on a small town. “Late last night and the 
night before, Tommyknockers, Tommyknockers, knocking at the door…” On a beautiful June day, while 
walking deep in the woods on her property in Haven, Maine, Bobbi Anderson quite literally stumbles 
over her own destiny and that of the entire town. For the dull gray metal protrusion she discovers in 
the ground is part of a mysterious and massive metal object, one that may have been buried there 
for millennia. Bobbi can’t help but become obsessed and try to dig it out…the consequences of which 
will affect and transmute every citizen of Haven, young and old. It means unleashing extraordinary 
powers beyond those of mere mortals—and certain death for any and all outsiders. An alien hell has 
now invaded this small New England town…an aggressive and violent malignancy devoid of any mercy 
or sanity…

Needful Things 42

Longtime residents of Harper's Cove believe that something is wrong with the Widow's Point Light-
house. Some say it's cursed. Others claim it's haunted. Originally built in 1838, three workers were 
killed during the lighthouse's construction, including one who mysteriously plunged to his death from 
the catwalk. That tragic accident was never explained, and it was just the beginning of the terror. In 
the decades that followed, nearly two dozen additional deaths occurred in or around the lighthouse 
including cold-blooded murder, suicide, unexplained accidents and disappearances, the slaughter of 
an entire family, and the inexplicable death of a Hollywood starlet who was filming a movie on the 
grounds. The lighthouse was finally shuttered tight in 1988 and a security fence was erected around 
the property. No one has been inside since. Until tonight. Thomas Livingston is the acclaimed author 
of thirteen books about the supernatural and this evening he will enter the Widow's Point Lighthouse, 
searching for material for his next bestseller. He will be locked inside for the weekend with no way of 
contacting the outside world. And although no human has stepped foot inside the structure in nearly 
three decades, Livingston will not be alone.

The Tommyknockers

King's crime thriller featuring Holly Gibney and Detective Ralph Anderson is now released with a 
stunning new cover look. Now you see him. Now you don't. A horrifying crime. Water-tight evidence 
points to a single suspect. Expect he was seventy miles away, with an iron-clad alibi. Detective Anderson 
sets out to investigate the impossible: how can the suspect have been both at the scene of the crime 
and in another town?

Widow's Point

Four novellas about horror in the late night hours.

Needful Things 36

THE TOUCH OF A HAND, A ROLL OF THE DICE Xie Lian has confirmed that the bewitching youth San 
Lang is actually Hua Cheng, one of the Four Calamities and a supreme ghost despised by all heavenly 
officials. Still, he has trouble matching the terror of his companion’s reputation with the charming, clever, 



and protective young man he’s come to know. When a distress signal leads Xie Lian into Ghost City, 
a bustling metropolis containing all the horrors and delights of the dead, he sees Hua Cheng in his 
element—and his true form—for the first time. But despite their chemistry and care for one another, 
there are missions to fulfill and secrets to uncover, and Xie Lian’s centuries of troubled history are never 
far behind.

The Outsider

Help your child learn all the necessary preschool skills with this exciting new format containing 
age-appropriate activities. Familiar Fisher-Price toys and characters encourage children on page after 
page of fun exercises. Tear-out pages can be proudly displayed.

Four Past Midnight

When the Tuckers' next door neighbor mentions someone rang their doorbell late the previous night, 
Sarah and Kenny Tucker check their home's security camera and discover something shocking: the 
doorbell ringer also visited their house... and it was a terrified young woman with a shackle hanging 
from her right wrist.

Heaven Official's Blessing: Tian Guan Ci Fu (Novel) Vol. 2

Leland Gaunt probes the limits of people's desires when he moves to Castle Rock, Maine--opens his 
shop, Needful Things--and sets a high price on love, hope, and the human soul

On My Way to Reading

A visual biography of writer Hunter S. Thompson, creator of the "gonzo" style of journalism, with 
photographs and excerpts from Thompson's writings.

The Girl on the Porch

DISCOVER THE ENCHANTING EPIC THAT WILL TRANSPORT YOU TO OTHER WORLDS . . . 
'AN INSTANT CLASSIC' GUARDIAN 'BEWITCHING' THE TIMES 'MIND-BLOWING' LAINI TAYLOR 
'ASTOUNDING' FRANCIS SPUFFORD 'GORGEOUSLY WRITTEN' DEBORAH HARKNESS _______ 
Taryn Cornick barely remembers the family library. Since her sister was murdered, she's forgotten so 
much. Now it's all coming back. The fire. The thief. The scroll box. People are asking questions about 
the library. Questions that might relate to her sister's murder. And something called The Absolute Book. 
A book in which secrets are written - and which everyone believes only she can find. They insist Taryn 
be the hunter. But she knows the truth. She is the hunted . . . _______ The Absolute Book is a tale of 
sisters, ancient blood, a forgotten library, murder, revenge and a book that might just have the answer 
to everything. 'An instant classic . . . A work to rank alongside other modern masterpieces of fantasy 
such as Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials series or Susanna Clarke's Jonathan Strange and Mr 
Norrell. Everything fantasy should be: original, magical, well read, compelling' GUARDIAN 'Astonishing. 
Gripping. Hugely ambitious. An extraordinary conclusion. Admire the sheer scope and grandeur' DAILY 
MAIL 'A marvellous argument for stories. There are Norse gods, references to Merlin, a tour through 
purgatory and a strange parallel world where magic is real and humans are bit players in the clash 
of supernatural realms. Bewitching' THE TIMES 'Contains multitudes, spanning the geographies of 
Canada, Britain and New Zealand; the cosmologies of fairies, demons and angels; and the genres 
of thriller, domestic realism and epic fantasy . . . I'm in awe of it' NEW YORK TIMES Review of Books 
'Intricately plotted and gorgeously written, THE ABSOLUTE BOOK has something for everyone . . . Here 
is a cinematic tale that is by turns dark and dreamlike, yet ultimately hopeful' DEBORAH HARKNESS, 
author of A DISCOVERY OF WITCHES 'Fantastical' THE TIMES 'Savour and absorb the world Knox 
conjures' SUNDAY TIMES 'Gorgeous. The payoffs and reveals are mind-blowing' LAINI TAYLOR, author 
of DAUGHTER OF SMOKE AND BONE 'An angelic book, an apocalyptic book, an astounding book' 
FRANCIS SPUFFORD

Needful Things

WELCOME TO THE DARK SIDE OF HAPPILY EVER AFTER Charlie Reade looks like a regular high 
school kid, great at baseball and football, a decent student. But when Charlie is seventeen, he meets a 
dog named Radar and her aging master, Howard Bowditch, a recluse in a big house at the top of a big 
hill, with a locked shed in the backyard. When Bowditch dies, he leaves Charlie a cassette tape telling a 



story no one would believe - inside the shed is a portal to another world. Legendary storyteller Stephen 
King goes into the deepest well of his imagination in this spellbinding novel about a seventeen-year-old 
boy who inherits the keys to a parallel world where good and evil are at war, and the stakes could not 
be higher - for their world or ours.

Gonzo

Stephen King's fan-favourite thriller. Also available in audio for the first time, read by Academy Award 
nominee James Franco. The two things that conjured up that horrible night, were his run of luck at 
the Wheel of Fortune, and the mask . . . Meet Johnny Smith. A young man whose streak of luck ends 
dramatically in a major car crash. Followed by blackness. A long, long time in cold limbo. When he 
wakes up life has been turned upside down. His fiancée has met someone else. And Johnny is cursed 
with the power to perceive evil in men's souls. He's had these hunches since he had an ice-skating 
accident as a child. Now he has an ability to see into the future. An ability which will bring him into a 
terrifying confrontation with a charismatic, power-hungry and dangerous man . . .

The Absolute Book

Eine Kleinstadt gerät außer Kontrolle Der Zugereiste Leland Gaunt eröffnet den Laden „Needful 
Things“. Die Kunden finden dort Raritäten, mit denen sie ihre geheimen Sehnsüchte und Wünsche 
erfüllen. Aber alles hat seinen Preis: Neben einer symbolischen Bezahlung verlangt Leland von ihnen, 
anderen Einwohnern harmlose Streiche zu spielen. Bald schon eskaliert der Spaß, und in Castle Rock 
herrscht das blanke Chaos ... • Vierter Roman des „Castle-Rock“-Zyklus • Verfilmt mit Max von Sydow 
und Ed Harris

Fairy Tale

Contemporary / British English Gordie Lanchance and his three friends are always ready for adventure. 
When they hear about a dead body in the forest they go to look for it. Then they discover how cruel the 
world can be.

The Dead Zone

Provides a biography of author Stephen King along with critical views of his work.

In einer kleinen Stadt (Needful Things)

Skeleton Crew is one of the titles in Allan Ahlberg's iconic children's picture book series about skeletons, 
Funnybones. Despite being set in a dark dark house, this brightly coloured book is perfect for early 
readers "Zzz " The three skeletons enjoy a holiday on-board their little boat. But one night - "Yo-ho-ho" 
- the pirates come and put them out to sea on a tiny raft, launching them on an oceanful of new 
adventures. 'By far our best writer for the young' - Daily Telegraph Allan Ahlberg has published over 
100 children's books and with his late wife Janet, created many award-winning children's picture books, 
including Peepo , Each Peach Pear Plum and the Kate Greenaway Medal winning The Jolly Postman. 
Other titles in the Funnybones series include Funnybones, The Ghost Train, The Black Cat, The Pet 
Shop, Bumps in the Night, Dinosaur Dreams, Mystery Tour, Give the Dog a Bone and A Brilliant Bone 
Rattling Collection, all of which are available from Puffin.

The Body

For years, readers wrote asking if Richard Bachman was really world-bestselling Stephen King 
writing under another name. Now the secret is out - and so, brought together in one volume, are 
these three spellbinding stories of future shock and suspense. The Long Walk: A chilling look at the 
ultra-conservative America of the future where a grueling 450-mile marathon is the ultimate sports 
competition. Roadwork: An immovable man refuses to surrender to the irresistible force of progress. 
The Running Man: TV's future-favourite game show, where contestants are hunted to death in the 
attempt to win a $1 billion jackpot.

Fall from Innocence

This companion provides a two-part introduction to best-selling author Stephen King, whose enormous 
popularity over the years has gained him an audience well beyond readers of horror fiction, the 



genre with which he is most often associated. Part I considers the reception of King’s work, the film 
adaptations that they gave rise to, the fictional worlds in which some of his novels are set, and the 
more useful approaches to King’s varied corpus. Part II consists of entries for each series, novel, story, 
screenplay and even poem, including works never published or produced, as well as characters and 
settings.

Stephen King

The Complete Hard Case Crime Stephen King Collection, featuring the bestselling titles The Colorado 
Kid, Joyland, and his newest novel, Later, plus exclusive art cards. Collecting Stephen King's three 
homages to the classic crime pulp paperbacks, published by Hard Case Crime. This includes The 
Colorado Kid (2005), Joyland (2013) and Later (2021). It will also feature three exclusive art cards with 
alternate cover artwork for the three novels. Set in a small-town North Carolina amusement park in 
1973, Joyland tells the story of the summer in which college student Devin Jones comes to work in a 
fairground and confronts the legacy of a vicious murder, the fate of a dying child, and the ways both 
will change his life forever. A rookie newspaperwoman learns the true meaning of mystery when she 
investigates a 25-year-old unsolved and very strange case involving a dead man found on an island 
off the coast of Maine. The son of a struggling single mother, Jamie Conklin just wants an ordinary 
childhood. But Jamie is no ordinary child. Born with an unnatural ability, Jamie can see things no one 
else can. But the cost of using this ability is higher than Jamie can imagine - as he discovers when 
an NYPD detective draws him into the pursuit of a killer who has threatened to strike from beyond the 
grave.

Skeleton Crew

"The Complete Stephen King Universe is the only definitive reference work that examines all of 
Stephen King?s novels, short stories, motion pictures, miniseries, and teleplays, and deciphers the 
threads that exist in all of his work. This ultimate resource includes in-depth story analyses, character 
breakdowns, little-known facts, and startling revelations on how the plots, themes, characters, and 
conflicts intertwine" -- publisher website (February 2007).

The Bachman Books

Fantastic world-building meets spellbinding storytelling in this must-read fan-favourite from Esslemont. 
Ideal for fans of Steven Erikson, David Gemmell and Brandon Sanderson. 'The world building is truly 
impressive . . . the action scenes well written . . . Esslemont's writing style addictive and engaging . . .' 
-- RISING SHADOW.NET 'Esslemont . . . seamlessly weaves great characters, action sequences and 
genuine humour into a fascinating narrative . . .' -- THE CRITICAL DRAGON.COM 'Never really slows 
down and the book is so engrossing I finished it within a week' -- ***** Reader review 'Ian C Esslemont 
strikes again!' -- ***** Reader review 'Another winner' -- ***** Reader review 'Absolutely brilliant' -- ***** 
Reader review ************************************************************************************************* 
After the disappointments of Li Heng, Dancer and Kellanved wash up on a small insignificant island 
named Malaz. Immediately, of course, Kellanved plans to take it over. To do so they join forces with a 
small band of Napans who have fled a civil war on their own home island. The plan, however, soon goes 
awry as Kellanved develops a strange and dangerous fascination for a mysterious ancient structure 
found on the island... The chaos in the region extends to the metaphysical planes also as a young priest 
of D'rek starts to question the rot at the heart of the worship of the god of decay. And back in Li Heng, 
Dassem, now the proclaimed Sword of Hood, finds himself being blamed for a plague which leads him 
to a crisis of faith - and searching for answers. During all this, war with the neighbouring island of Nap 
threatens, recruited allies wonder at Kellanved's sanity, and powerful entities take more of an interest 
in the little mage from Dal Hon. Dancer faces a hard choice: should he give up on his partnership? 
Especially when the fellow's obsession with shadows and ancient artefacts brings the both of them 
alarmingly close to death and destruction. After all, who in his right mind would actually wish to enter 
an Elder mystery known to everyone as the 'Deadhouse'?

Stephen King

Since time immemorial, when the Serpent-lord coupled in the Great Rite with the Priestess of the Night, 
the Kingdoms of Light and Dark, of Sun and of Moon have been at war. Now Pamina, daughter of the 
Starqueen, supreme symbol of the Night, and of Sarastro, King of the Royal House of the Sun, has to 
choose which of her parents she will follow, in custom and in principle. And together with her lover, the 



princely Tamino, she must face her Ordeal at the Court of Wisdom, Ordeals of Earth and Air, of Fire 
and Water, from which none can flinch and none can escape.

The Complete Hard Case Crime Stephen King Collection

Carrie; Christine
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