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Explore the intricate layers of Irish identity within the evolving Kingdom of the Scots throughout 
the pivotal twelfth and thirteenth centuries. This study delves into the cultural, social, and political 
connections that shaped Scotland's early medieval character, examining how Irish heritage contributed 
to the Scottish sense of self during this transformative period.
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The Irish Identity of the Kingdom of the Scots in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries

An examination of the Scottish kingdom's historic links with Ireland, and the beginnings of a Scottish 
national identity from c. 1290. The close ties between Gaels of Ireland and Scotland are well known, but 
in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries the elite in the core areas of the kingdom of the Scots apparently 
turned their backs on Gaelic culture. This book takes a new look at the issue, investigating the extent 
to which Scottish men of letters of the period identified the Scottish kingdom and its inhabitants with 
Ireland, and exploring the function of the kingdom's Irish identity. DrBroun argues that a perceived 
historical link with Ireland was a fundamental feature of the kingdom's identity throughout the period, 
and discusses the beginnings of a Scottish national identity in the 1290s and early 1300s. His evidence 
is based on a thorough examination of accounts of Scottish origins, the royal genealogy, and regnal lists, 
which articulated perceptions of the kingdom's identity; included are new editions of the origin-legend 
material inBook I of Fordun's Chronica Gentis Scottorum; hitherto unknown witnesses of Scottish 
king-lists; and texts of the royal genealogy. Dr DAUVIT BROUNis lecturer in Scottish history at the 
University of Glasgow.

Medieval Scotland

In the eleventh century there was no such identity as Scotland. The Scots were one of several peoples 
in the Kingdom of the King of Scots: the Picts may have faded away, but English, British, Galwegians 
were still distinct and Anglo-Normans were soon to be added. On the eve of the Reformation, five 
centuries later, Scotland was one of the most fiercely self-conscious nations in Europe. How this came 
about is the theme of this study.

Kind Neighbours: Scottish Saints and Society in the Later Middle Ages
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In Kind Neighbours Tom Turpie draws on a wide range of sources to explore devotion to Scottish saints 
and their shrines in the later middle ages.

The Shape of the State in Medieval Scotland, 1124-1290

This study of Scottish royal government in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries uses untapped legal 
evidence to set out a new narrative of governmental development. Between 1124 and 1290, the way in 
which kings of Scots ruled their kingdom transformed. By 1290 accountable officials, a system of royal 
courts, and complex common law procedures had all been introduced, none of which could have been 
envisaged in 1124.

From Pictland to Alba, 789-1070

In the 780s northern Britain was dominated by two great kingdoms; Pictavia, centred in north-eastern 
Scotland and Northumbria which straddled the modern Anglo-Scottish border. Within a hundred years 
both of these kingdoms had been thrown into chaos by the onslaught of the Vikings and within two 
hundred years they had become distant memories. This book charts the transformation of the political 
landscape of northern Britain between the eighth and the eleventh centuries. Central to this narrative is 
the mysterious disappearance of the Picts and their language and the sudden rise to prominence of the 
Gaelic-speaking Scots who would replace them as the rulers of the North. From Pictland to Alba uses 
fragmentary sources which survive from this darkest period in Scottish history to guide the reader past 
the pitfalls which beset the unwary traveller in these dangerous times. Important sources are presented 
in full and their value as evidence is thoroughly explored and evaluated.

The Origin Legends of Early Medieval Britain and Ireland

This holistic study demonstrates the interconnected nature of early medieval origin legends and traces 
their growth over time.



The Haskins Society Journal 32: 2020. Studies in Medieval History

Essays illuminate a wide range of topics from the Middle Ages, from the seals of an empress to 
priests' wives and the undead.This volume of the Haskins Society Journal demonstrates the Society's 
continued engagement with historical and interdisciplinary research from the early to the central Middle 
Ages on a broad range of topics including militarism, piety, the miraculous and the monstrous. Chapters 
explore material culture through a mythic eleventh-century papal banner and the seals and coins of the 
Empress Matilda; offer new insights into Carolingian hagiography and into the undead in the Historia 
rerum Anglicarum. Further chapters feature new evidence on the role of priests' wives, the tensions of 
multiple lordships, shifting identities in the Irish Sea world, and the didactic use of royal anger. A fresh 
examination of Aelred of Rievaulx's Relatio de Standaro and a re-assessment of Flemish documentary 
practice continue the Haskins Society's commitment to primary source analysis. Two essays on the 
thirteenth century, including links between Crusade spirituality and lay penitential strategies and 
an investigation into the economic costs of waging war, round out the volume.Contributors: DAN 
ARMSTRONG, DAVID S. BACHRACH, DANIEL M. BACHRACH, JILLIAN M. BJERKE, HANNAH 
BOSTON, MARIAH COOPER, FIONA J. GRIFFITHS, JESSE M. HARRINGTON, JEAN-FRANÇOIS 
NIEUS, ALICE RIO, CHARITY URBANSKI, PATRICK WADDEN, MEGHAN WOOLLEY, LU ZUOth 
century, including links between Crusade spirituality and lay penitential strategies and an investigation 
into the economic costs of waging war, round out the volume.Contributors: DAN ARMSTRONG, 
DAVID S. BACHRACH, DANIEL M. BACHRACH, JILLIAN M. BJERKE, HANNAH BOSTON, MARIAH 
COOPER, FIONA J. GRIFFITHS, JESSE M. HARRINGTON, JEAN-FRANÇOIS NIEUS, ALICE RIO, 
CHARITY URBANSKI, PATRICK WADDEN, MEGHAN WOOLLEY, LU ZUOth century, including links 
between Crusade spirituality and lay penitential strategies and an investigation into the economic costs 
of waging war, round out the volume.Contributors: DAN ARMSTRONG, DAVID S. BACHRACH, DANIEL 
M. BACHRACH, JILLIAN M. BJERKE, HANNAH BOSTON, MARIAH COOPER, FIONA J. GRIFFITHS, 
JESSE M. HARRINGTON, JEAN-FRANÇOIS NIEUS, ALICE RIO, CHARITY URBANSKI, PATRICK 
WADDEN, MEGHAN WOOLLEY, LU ZUOth century, including links between Crusade spirituality 
and lay penitential strategies and an investigation into the economic costs of waging war, round 
out the volume.Contributors: DAN ARMSTRONG, DAVID S. BACHRACH, DANIEL M. BACHRACH, 
JILLIAN M. BJERKE, HANNAH BOSTON, MARIAH COOPER, FIONA J. GRIFFITHS, JESSE M. 
HARRINGTON, JEAN-FRANÇOIS NIEUS, ALICE RIO, CHARITY URBANSKI, PATRICK WADDEN, 
MEGHAN WOOLLEY, LU ZUO

Scottish Independence and the Idea of Britain

This book offers a fresh perspective on the question of Scotland's relationship with Britain. It challenges 
the standard concept of the Scots as an ancient nation whose British identity only emerged in the early 
modern era.

A Companion to Scottish Literature

A Companion to Scottish Literature offers fresh readings of major authors and periods of Scottish 
literary production from the first millennium to the present. Bringing together contributions by many of 
the world’s leading experts in the field, this comprehensive resource provides the historical background 
of Scottish literature, highlights new critical approaches, and explores wider cultural and institutional 
contexts. Dealing with texts in the languages of Scots, English, and Gaelic, the Companion offers 
modern perspectives on the historical milieux, thematic contexts and canonical writers of Scottish 
literature. Original essays apply the most up-to-date critical and scholarly analyses to a uniquely wide 
range of topics, such as Gaelic literature, national and diasporic writing, children’s literature, Scottish 
drama and theatre, gender and sexuality, and women’s writing. Critical readings examine William 
Dunbar, Robert Burns, Walter Scott, Robert Louis Stevenson, Muriel Spark and Carol Ann Duffy, 
amongst others. With full references and guidance for further reading, as well as numerous links to 
online resources, A Companion to Scottish Literature is essential reading for advanced students and 
scholars of Scottish literature, as well as academic and non-academic readers with an interest in the 
subject.

Domination and Conquest

This book, a revised and extended version of Professor Davies's 1988 Wiles Lectures, explores the 
ways in which the kings and aristocracy of England sought to extend their domination over Ireland, 



Scotland and Wales in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. It analyses the mentalities of domination 
and subjection - how the English explained and justified their pretensions and how native rulers and 
societies in Ireland and Wales responded to the challenge. It also explains how the English monarchy 
came to claim and exercise a measure of 'imperial' control over the whole of the British Isles by the 
end of the thirteenth century, converting a loose domination into sustained political and governmental 
control. This is a study of the story of the Anglo-Norman and English domination of the British Isles 
in the round. Hitherto historians have tended to concentrate on the story in each country - Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales - individually. This book looks at the issue comparatively, in order to highlight the 
comparisons and contrasts in the strategies of domination and in the responses of native societies.

The Reign of Alexander II, 1214-49

This nine-essay volume provides the first full-length, detailed exploration of the kingdom of Scotland 
during the reign of Alexander II (1214-49), and the most extensive analysis of this key state-builder and 
his policies.

England's Insular Imagining

Our image of England as island nation is the legacy of the Elizabethan literary erasure of Scotland.

Saint Margaret, Queen of the Scots

Margaret, saint and 11th-century Queen of the Scots, remains an often-cited yet little-understood 
historical figure. Keene's analysis of sources in terms of both time and place – including her Life of 
Saint Margaret , translated for the first time – allows for an informed understanding of the forces that 
shaped this captivating woman.

Illegitimacy in Medieval Scotland, 1100-1500

First full-length examination of bastardy in Scotland during the period, exploring its many ramifications 
throughout society.

Medieval Scotland

A one-volume political and ecclesiastical history of Scotland from the eleventh century to the Refor-
mation.

Cultural Diversity in the British Middle Ages

Through close readings of both familiar and obscure medieval texts, the contributors to this volume 
attempt to read England as a singularly powerful entity within a vast geopolitical network. This 
capacious world can be glimpsed in the cultural flows connecting the Normans of Sicily with the 
rulers of England, or Chaucer with legends arriving from Bohemia. It can also be seen in surprising 
places in literature, as when green children are discovered in twelfth-century Yorkshire or when Welsh 
animals begin to speak of the long history of their land s colonization. The contributors to this volume 
seek moments of cultural admixture and heterogeneity within texts that have often been assumed to 
belong to a single, national canon, discovering moments when familiar and bounded space erupt into 
unexpected diversity and infinite realms.

Matilda of Scotland

"This study will be valuable not only to those interested in English political history, but also to historians 
of women, the medieval church, and medieval culture."--Jacket.

Origin Legends in Early Medieval Western Europe

This volume contains work by scholars actively publishing on origin legends across early medieval 
western Europe, from the fall of Rome to the high Middle Ages. Its thematic structure creates dialogue 
between texts and regions traditionally studied in isolation.

History, Literature, and Music in Scotland, 700-1560



McDonald brings together contributions from scholars working in different disciplines but with a 
common interest in this history and society of Scotland between AD 700 and AD 1560.

The Oxford Handbook of Holinshed's Chronicles

The Chronicles of England, Scotland and Ireland (1577, 1587), issued under the name of Raphael 
Holinshed, was the crowning achievement of Tudor historiography, and became the principal source 
for the historical writings of Spenser, Daniel and, above all, Shakespeare. While scholars have long 
been drawn to Holinshed for its qualities as a source, they typically dismissed it as a baggy collection 
of materials, lacking coherent form and analytical insight. This condescending verdict has only recently 
given way to an appreciation of the literary and historical qualities of these chronicles. The Handbook 
is a major interdisciplinary undertaking which gives the lie to Holinshed's detractors, and provides 
original interpretations of a book that has lacked sustained academic scrutiny. Bringing together leading 
specialists in a variety of fields - literature, history, religion, classics, bibliography, and the history of the 
book - the Handbook demonstrates that the Chronicles powerfully reflect the nature of Tudor thinking 
about the past, about politics and society, and about the literary and rhetorical means by which readers 
might be persuaded of the truth of narrative. The volume shows how distinctive it was for one book to 
chronicle the history of three nations of the British archipelago. The various sections of the Handbook 
analyse the making of the two editions of the Chronicles; the relationship of the work to medieval and 
early modern historiography; its formal properties, genres and audience; attitudes to politics, religion, 
and society; literary appropriations; and the parallel descriptions and histories of England, Scotland, 
Ireland, and Wales. The result is a seminal study that shows unequivocally the vitality and complexity 
of the chronicle form in the late sixteenth century.

Viking Kings of Britain and Ireland

Vikings plagued the coasts of Ireland and Britain in the 790s. By the mid-ninth century vikings had 
established a number of settlements in Ireland and Britain and had become heavily involved with local 
politics. A particularly successful viking leader named Ivarr campaigned on both sides of the Irish Sea 
in the 860s. His descendants dominated the major seaports of Ireland and challenged the power of 
kings in Britain during the later ninth and tenth centuries. This book provides a political analysis of the 
deeds of Ivarr's family from their first appearance in Insular records down to the year 1014. Such an 
account is necessary in light of the flurry of new work that has been done in other areas of Viking 
Studies. In line with these developments Clare Downham provides a reconsideration of events based 
on contemporary written accounts.

From Caledonia to Pictland

Shortlisted for the 2009 Saltire Society History Book of the Yea. rFrom Caledonia to Pictland examines 
the transformation of Iron Age northern Britain into a land of Christian kingdoms, long before 'Scotland' 
came into existence. Perched at the edge of the western Roman Empire, northern Britain was not 
unaffected by the experience, and became swept up in the great tide of processes which gave rise to 
the early medieval West. Like other places, the country experienced social and ethnic metamorphoses, 
Christianisation, and colonization by dislocated outsiders, but northern Britain also has its own unique 
story to tell in the first eight centuries AD.This book is the first detailed political history to treat these 
centuries as a single period, with due regard for Scotland's position in the bigger story of late Antique 
transition. From Caledonia to Pictland charts the complex and shadowy processes which saw the 
familiar Picts, Northumbrians, North Britons and Gaels of early Scottish history become established 
in the country, the achievements of their foremost political figures, and their ongoing links with the 
world around them. It is a story that has become much revised through changing trends in scholarly 
approaches to the challenging evidence, and that transformation too is explained for the benefit of 
students and general readers.

Kingship, Lordship and Sanctity in Medieval Britain

Essays reconsidering key topics in the history of late medieval Scotland and northern England.

Edinburgh History of Scottish Literature: From Columba to the Union (until 1707)

The History begins with the first full-scale critical consideration of Scotland's earliest literature, drawn 
from the diverse cultures and languages of its early peoples. The first volume covers the literature 



produced during the medieval and early modern period in Scotland, surveying the riches of Scottish 
work in Gaelic, Welsh, Old Norse, Old English and Old French, as well as in Latin and Scots. New 
scholarship is brought to bear, not only on imaginative literature, but also law, politics, theology and 
philosophy, all placed in the context of the evolution of Scotland's geography, history, languages and 
material cultures from our earliest times up to 1707.

The Encyclopedia of Medieval Literature in Britain, 4 Volume Set

Bringing together scholarship on multilingual and intercultural medieval Britain like never before, The 
Encyclopedia of Medieval Literature in Britain comprises over 600 authoritative entries spanning key 
figures, contexts and influences in the literatures of Britain from the fifth to the sixteenth centuries. A 
uniquely multilingual and intercultural approach reflecting the latest scholarship, covering the entire 
medieval period and the full tapestry of literary languages comprises over 600 authoritative yet 
accessible entries on key figures, texts, critical debates, methodologies, cultural and isitroical contexts, 
and related terminology Represents all the literatures of the British Isles including Old and Middle 
English, Early Scots, Anglo-Norman, the Norse, Latin and French of Britain, and the Celtic Literatures 
of Wales, Ireland, Scotland and Cornwall Boasts an impressive chronological scope, covering the 
period from the Saxon invasions to the fifth century to the transition to the Early Modern Period in 
the sixteenth Covers the material remains of Medieval British literature, including manuscripts and 
early prints, literary sites and contexts of production, performance and reception as well as highlighting 
narrative transformations and intertextual links during the period

Britain and Ireland, 900–1300

There is a growing interest in the history of relations between the English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish as 
the United Kingdom and Ireland begin to construct new political arrangements and to become more 
fully integrated into Europe. This book brings together work on how these relations developed between 
900 and 1300, a period crucial for the formation of national identities. The conquest of England by the 
Normans and the subsequent growth in English power required the inhabitants of Britain and Ireland to 
reassess their dealings with each other. Old ties were broken and new ones formed. Economic change, 
the influence of chivalry, the transmission of literary motifs, and questions of aristocratic identity are 
among the topics tackled here by leading scholars from Britain, Ireland and North America. Little has 
been published hitherto on this subject, and the book marks a major contribution to a topic of lasting 
interest.

Domination and Lordship

This volume centres upon the era conventionally labelled the 'Making of the kingdom', or the 'Ang-
lo-Norman' era in Scottish history. It seeks a balance between traditional historiographical concentration 
on the 'feudalisation' of Scottish society as part of the wholesale importation of alien cultural traditions 
by a 'modernising' monarchy and more recent emphasis on the continuing vitality and centrality of 
Gaelic culture and traditions within the twelfth- and early thirteenth-century kingdom. Part I explores 
the transition from the Gaelic kingship of Alba into the hybridised medieval state and traces Scotland's 
role as both dominated and dominator. It examines the redefinition of relationships with England, Gaelic 
magnates within Scotland's traditional territorial heartland and with autonomous/independent mainland 
and insular powers. These interrelationships form the central theme of an exploration of the struggle 
for political domination of the northern mainland of Britain and the adjacent islands, the mechanisms 
through which that domination was projected and expressed, and the manner of its expression.Part 
II is a thematic exploration of central aspects of the society and culture of late eleventh- to early 
thirteenth-century Scotland which gave character and substance to the emerging kingdom. It considers 
the evolutionary growth of Scottish economic structures, changes in the management of land-based 
resources, and the manner in which secular power and authority were acquired and exercised. These 
themes are developed in discussions of the emergence of urban communities and in the creation of 
a new noble class in the twelfth century. Religion is examined both in terms of the development of the 
Church as an institution and through the religious experience of the lay population.

Contact and Exchange in Later Medieval Europe

The complexity of the interplay and relationships over various borders in medieval Europe is here fully 
teased out.



Expectations of the Law in the Middle Ages

The first systematic examination of the expectations people had of the law in the middle ages.

Gaelic Influence in the Northumbrian Kingdom

WINNER OF THE FRANK WATSON BOOK PRIZE 2021. SHORTLISTED IN SCOTLAND'S NATIONAL 
BOOK AWARDS 2021 The first full-scale, interdisciplinary treatment of the wide-ranging connections 
between the Gaelic world and the Northumbrian kingdom.

Historical Dictionary of the British Monarchy

The Historical Dictionary of the British Monarchy provides a chronology starting with the year 495 
and continuing to the present day, an introductory essay, an extensive bibliography, and over 600 
cross-referenced dictionary entries on significant persons, places, events, institutions, and other 
aspects of British culture, society, economy, and politics. This book is a must for anyone interested 
in the British monarchy.

History and Identity in Early Medieval Wales

Crucial texts from ninth- and tenth-century Wales analysed to show their key role in identify formation. 
WINNER OF THE FRANCIS JONES PRIZE 2022 Early medieval writers viewed the world as divided 
into gentes ("peoples"). These were groups that could be differentiated from each other according to 
certain characteristics - by the language they spoke or the territory they inhabited, for example. The 
same writers played a key role in deciding which characteristics were important and using these to 
construct ethnic identities. This book explores this process of identity construction in texts from early 
medieval Wales, focusing primarily on the early ninth-century Latin history of the Britons (Historia 
Brittonum), the biography of Alfred the Great composed by the Welsh scholar Asser in 893, and the 
tenth-century vernacular poem Armes Prydein Vawr ("The Great Prophecy of Britain"). It examines how 
these writers set about distinguishing between the Welsh and the other gentes inhabiting the island 
of Britain through the use of names, attention to linguistic difference, and the writing of history and 
origin legends. Crucially important was the identity of the Welsh as Britons, the rightful inhabitants of 
the entirety of Britain; its significance and durability are investigated, alongside its interaction with the 
emergence of an identity focused on the geographical unit of Wales.

Medieval Britain, c.1000-1500

This introductory textbook offers a fully integrated perspective of medieval Britain, from 1000 to 1500. 
Written in an engaging and accessible style and organised thematically, the book emphasises elements 
of medieval life over political narrative. It will be an essential resource for undergraduate students taking 
courses on medieval Britain.

The Innes Review

The future of the United Kingdom is an increasingly vexed question. This book traces the roots of the 
issue to the middle ages, when English power and control came to extend to the whole of the British 
Isles. By 1300 it looked as if Edward I was in control of virtually the whole of the British Isles. Ireland, 
Scotland, and Wales had, in different degrees, been subjugated to his authority; contemporaries were 
even comparing him with King Arthur. This was the culmination of a remarkable English advance into 
the outer zones of the British Isles in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. The advance was not only 
a matter of military power, political control, and governmental and legal institutions; it also involved 
extensive colonization and the absorption of these outer zones into the economic and cultural orbit of 
an England-dominated world. What remained to be seen was how stable (especially in Scotland and 
Ireland) was this English 'empire'; how far the northern and western parts of the British Isles could be 
absorbed into an English-centred polity and society; and to what extent did the early and self-confident 
development of English identity determine the relationships between England and the rest of the British 
Isles. The answers to those questions would be shaped by the past of the country that was England; 
the answers would also cast their shadow over the future of the British Isles for centuries to come.

The First English Empire



Drawing on a variety of sources, this very readable narrative deals with three major and closely 
interrelated themes: first, the existence of the Isles and coastal mainland as a kingdom from c.1100 to 
1266; second, the rulers of the region, Somerled and his descendants, the MacDougalls, MacDonalds, 
and MacRuairis; and third, the often complex relations among the Isles, Scotland, Norway and England.

The Kingdom of the Isles

This book examines the power of the past upon the present. It shows how generations of Scots have 
exploited and reshaped history to meet the needs of a series of presents, from the conquest of the Picts 
to the refounding of Parliament.Dauvit Broun, Fiona Watson, and Steve Boardman explore the violent 
manipulations of the past in medieval Scotland. Michael Lynch questions well-entrenched assumptions 
about the Scottish Reformation. Roger Mason looks at the transformation of 'Highland barbarism' 
into 'Gaelicism'. Ted Cowan examines the 'Killing Times' of the covenanters, and David Allan the 
seventeenth century fashion for creative family history. Colin Kidd discovers the victims of Pictomania 
in Scotland and modern Ulster, and Murray Pittock uncovers the comparable mania driving Jacobitism. 
Richard Finlay links the cult of Victoria with the queen's idea of herself as the heiress of the Scottish 
monarchy. Catriona MacDonald considers the neglect of women and the dangers of reconstructing 
history to suit modern sensitivities. Finally David McCrone provides a sociologist's perspective on the 
continuing dialogue between the past and the present.By exploring how the people of Scotland have 
variously understood, used and been inspired by the past this book offers a series of insights into the 
concerns of previous generations and their understanding of themselves and their times. It throws fresh 
light on the evolution of history in Scotland and on the actions and ambitions of the Scots who have 
formed and reformed the nation.

Scottish History

Written by leading historians, the essays in this unique volume focus on individual reigns of Medieval 
Scottish kings and explore particular themes within this context. Kingship during the 14th and 15th 
centuries is chiefly discussed, illuminating the surge of power that monarchs experienced during that 
time as well as the challenges that they faced concerning questions of authority and legitimacy. By 
synthesizing research from the last quarter century and giving fresh insights into the particulars of 
the late medieval realm, this record also pays tribute to historian Norman MacDougall. Detailed and 
dynamic, this overview of Scottish sovereignty is sure to enthrall.

Scottish Kingship, 1306-1542

The Norman Conquest was one of the most significant events in European history. Over forty years from 
1066, England was traumatised and transformed. The Anglo-Saxon ruling class was eliminated, foreign 
elites took control of Church and State, and England's entire political, social and cultural orientation 
was changed. Out of the upheaval which followed the Battle of Hastings, a new kind of Englishness 
emerged and the priorities of England's new rulers set the kingdom on the political course it was 
to follow for the rest of the Middle Ages. However, the Norman Conquest was more than a purely 
English phenomenon, for Wales, Scotland and Normandy were all deeply affected by it too. This book's 
broad sweep successfully encompasses these wider British and French perspectives to offer a fresh, 
clear and concise introduction to the events which propelled the two nations into the Middle Ages and 
dramatically altered the course of history.

The Norman Conquest

David I was never expected to become king, but on succeeding to the Scottish throne in 1124 he 
quickly demonstrated that he had the skills, ruthlessness and ambition to become one of the kingdom's 
greatest rulers. Drawing on the experiences and connections of his youth spent at the court of his 
brother-in-law, Henry I of England, and moulded by the dominant personality and intense piety of his 
mother, St Margaret, he set out to transform his inheritance and create a powerful and dynamic kingship. 
After neutralising all challengers to his position and building a new powerbase that drew on support 
from both Scotland's native nobles and the English and French knights whom he settled in his realm, 
David emerged as a power-broker in mid twelfth-century Britain as England descended into civil war. 
He pursued his wife Matilda's lost inheritance in Northumbria, gaining control over much of northern 
England and giving him access to economic resources that allowed him to invest in patronage of the 
reformed monastic orders, and in the reconfiguration of the secular Church in Scotland. The peace and 
stability of his kingdom, coupled with the economic boom brought by burgeoning population during an 



era of benign climate conditions, secured him a reputation as a saintly visionary who achieved the 
cultural and political transformation of Scotland.

David I
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