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Explore the intricate historical development of Shinto and its relationship with the Japanese state from 
the Meiji Restoration in 1868 through 1988. This comprehensive study analyzes the evolution of State 
Shinto, its influence on Japanese society, and the broader dynamics of religion and politics within the 
nation.

Each note is structured to summarize important concepts clearly and concisely.

Welcome, and thank you for your visit.
We provide the document History State Shinto Japan you have been searching for.
It is available to download easily and free of charge.

This document remains one of the most requested materials in digital libraries online.
By reaching us, you have gained a rare advantage.
The full version of History State Shinto Japan is available here, free of charge.

Shinto and the State, 1868-1988

Helen Hardacre, a leading scholar of religious life in modern Japan, examines the Japanese state's 
involvement in and manipulation of shinto from the Meiji Restoration to the present. Nowhere else in 
modern history do we find so pronounced an example of government sponsorship of a religion as in 
Japan's support of shinto. How did that sponsorship come about and how was it maintained? How was 
it dismantled after World War II? What attempts are being made today to reconstruct it? In answering 
these questions, Hardacre shows why State shinto symbols, such as the Yasukuni Shrine and its 
prefectural branches, are still the focus for bitter struggles over who will have the right to articulate 
their significance. Where previous studies have emphasized the state bureaucracy responsible for the 
administration of shinto, Hardacre goes to the periphery of Japanese society. She demonstrates that 
leaders and adherents of popular religious movements, independent religious entrepreneurs, women 
seeking to raise the prestige of their households, and men with political ambitions all found an associa-
tion with shinto useful for self-promotion; local-level civil administrations and parish organizations have 
consistently patronized shinto as a way to raise the prospects of provincial communities. A conduit for 
access to the prestige of the state, shinto has increased not only the power of the center of society 
over the periphery but also the power of the periphery over the center.

Religion and Society in Nineteenth-century Japan

A detailed analysis of the structure of nineteenth-century Japanese religious institutions

Japan's Relationship with Its Neighbors

For many years, Japan was seen as the peculiar exception in Asia: a highly dynamic economy isolated 
in an otherwise moribund continent. With the rise of the Southeast Asian and Chinese economies, 
however, it has now become clear that Asia as a whole is experiencing an extraordinary revolution 
which will result, within a very few years, in living standards for some countries being on a par with 
those in the West. The results of this transformation can only be guessed at, but The Rise of Asia 
adds a far greater sophistication to our understanding of how this process came about, treating the key 
areas of Asian life (economics, society and politics) as an integrated whole and avoiding the trap of 
most commentators, who see the phenomenon as an exclusively postwar economic issue. Balancing 
the uniquely Asian aspects with global developmental factors, Dr. Tipton creates a convincing picture 
of how this amazing change has occurred.

The Rise of Asia

Peter Iver Kaufman explores how various Christian leaders throughout history have used forms of 
"political theology" to merge the romance of conquest and empire with hopes for political and religious 
redemption. His discussion covers such figures as Constantine, Augustine, Charlemagne, Pope Grego-
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ry VII, Dante, Zwingli, Calvin, and Cromwell. Originally published in 1990. The Princeton Legacy Library 
uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from 
the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of 
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal 
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the 
thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

Redeeming Politics

An exploration of the family as a cultural, historical, and political construction in New Order Indonesia. 
The linkage of family life to politics was an integral part of Suharto's New Order ideology. With extensive 
fieldwork and research into education, family dynamics, politics, and the media, Shiraishi's work 
presents an in-depth view of the intricacies of Indonesian society.

Young Heroes

English summary: Shinto is often regarded as Japan's indigenous religion retaining archaic elements 
of animism and nature worship. At the same time, Shinto is sometimes seen as nothing else than a 
nationalistic political ideology. After all, in 1868 Japan turned into a modern nation state and worship 
at Shinto shrines became a national cult. This so-called State Shinto was eventually abolished under 
the Allied Occupation in 1946 but the historical links between Shinto and Japanese nationalism led 
to an ambiguous evaluation of Shinto not only at the popular level but also at the level of scientific 
research. The present volume comprises eight essays by leading experts of Japanese intellectual 
history from Japan, Europe, and the USA who tackle this issue from the point of view of research 
history: What is the impact of State Shinto on Shinto research before and after the Second World 
War? How did Japanese and international scholars contribute and/or react to the ideological framework 
of Japanese nationalism? How did nationalist discourses of other countries (in particular German 
National Socialism) influence the representation of Shinto? As each essay addresses these issues 
from a specific angle, it becomes clear that there never was just one ideology of State Shinto. 
Moreover, the emphasis on Shinto ritual by the political authorities weakened the significance of 
academic research of Shinto as a tool of propaganda. Regarding the concept of Shinto proper, the 
impact of modern, "westernized" religious studies seems at least as important as traditional, "nativist" 
approaches. German description: Shinto wird oft als einheimische Religion Japans angesehen, in 
der sich archaische animistische oder naturreligiose Elemente bis heute bewahrt haben. Zugleich 
wird Shinto auch als nationalistische politische Ideologie charakterisiert. Dies geht auf die Zeit nach 
1868 zuruck, als Japan sich in einen modernen Nationalstaat wandelte und dabei die Verehrung 
von Shinto-Schreinen zum nationalen Kult erklarte. Dieser sogenannte Staatsshinto wurde 1946 
unter der alliierten Besatzung zwar abgeschafft, doch die historischen Verbindungen zwischen Shinto 
und dem Nationalismus hinterliessen sowohl in der popularen als auch in der wissenschaftlichen 
Wahrnehmung des Shinto ein ambivalentes Bild. Der vorliegende Band enthalt acht Beitrage fuhrender 
Experten der japanischen Geistesgeschichte aus Japan, Europa und den USA, die diesen Fragen 
aus wissenschaftsgeschichtlicher Perspektive nachgehen: Welchen Einfluss ubte der Staatsshinto 
auf die Shinto-Forschung vor und nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg aus? Wie reagierten japanische und 
internationale Gelehrte auf die ideologischen Bedingungen des japanischen Nationalismus, inwiefern 
trugen sie dazu bei? Wie weit pragten nationalistische Diskurse anderer Lander (insbesondere der 
Nationalsozialismus) die Darstellung des Shinto? Aus den verschiedenen Blickwinkeln der einzelnen 
Beitrage wird deutlich, dass es keine einheitliche Ideologie des Staatsshinto gab. Die Betonung der 
rituellen Aspekte des Shinto durch die politischen Eliten fuhrte vielmehr dazu, dass die akademische 
Shinto-Forschung als Mittel nationalistischer Propaganda von vergleichsweise geringer Bedeutung 
war. Fur die Konzeptualisierung des Shinto selbst waren die modernen, awestlichen Religionswis-
senschaften anscheinend ebenso wichtig wie traditionelle, anativistische Ansatze.

Kami Ways in Nationalist Territory

This accessible guide to the development of Japan’s indigenous religion from ancient times to the 
present day offers an illuminating introduction to the myths, sites and rituals of kami worship, and their 
role in Shinto’s enduring religious identity. Offers a unique new approach to Shinto history that combines 
critical analysis with original research Examines key evolutionary moments in the long history of Shinto, 
including the Meiji Revolution of 1868, and provides the first critical history in English or Japanese of 
the Hie shrine, one of the most important in all Japan Traces the development of various shrines, myths, 



and rituals through history as uniquely diverse phenomena, exploring how and when they merged into 
the modern notion of Shinto that exists in Japan today Challenges the historic stereotype of Shinto as 
the unchanging, all-defining core of Japanese culture

A New History of Shinto

Religious Discourse in Modern Japan explores the transportation of the Western concept of “religion” in 
in the modern era; the emergence of discourse on Shinto, philosophy, and Buddhism; and the evolution 
of the academic discipline of religious studies in Japan.

Religious Discourse in Modern Japan

This is the only book to date offering a critical overview of Shinto from early times to the modern era, and 
evaluating Shinto's place in Japanese religious culture. In recent years, a few books on medieval Shinto 
have appeared, but none has attempted to depict the broader picture, to examine critically Shinto's 
origins and its subsequent development through the medieval, pre-modern and modern periods. The 
essays in this book address such key topics as Shinto and Daoism in early Japan, Shinto and the 
natural environment, Shinto and state ritual in early Japan, Shinto and Buddhism in medieval Japan, 
and Shinto and the state in the modern period. All of the essays highlight the dynamic nature of Shinto 
and shrine history by focusing on the three-way relationship, often fraught, between local shrine cults, 
Shinto agendas and Buddhism.

Shinto in History

Distinguished scholar of Japanese religions and culture Helen Hardacre offers the first comprehensive 
history of Shinto, the ancient and vibrant tradition whose colorful rituals are still practiced today. 
Under the ideal of Shinto, a divinely descended emperor governs through rituals offered to deities 
called Kami. These rituals are practiced in innumerable shrines across the realm, so that local rites 
mirror the monarch's ceremonies. Through this theatre of state, it is thought, the human, natural, and 
supernatural worlds will align in harmony and prosper. Often called "the indigenous religion of Japan," 
Shinto's institutions, rituals, and symbols are omnipresent throughout the island nation. But, perhaps 
surprisingly, both its religiosity and its Japanese origins have been questioned. Hardacre investigates 
the claims about Shinto as the embodiment of indigenous tradition, and about its rightful place in the 
public realm. Shinto has often been represented in the West as the engine that drove Japanese military 
aggression. To this day, it is considered provocative for members of the government to visit the Yasukuni 
Shrine in Tokyo, which honors the Japanese war dead, and this features as a source of strain in Japan's 
relations with China and Korea. The Yasukuni Shrine is a debated issue in Japanese national politics 
and foreign relations and reliably attracts intensive media coverage. Hardacre contends, controversially, 
that it was the Allied Occupation that created this stereotype of Shinto as the religion of war, when in 
fact virtually all branches of Japanese religions were cheerleaders for the war and imperialism. The 
history and nature of Shinto are subjects of vital importance for understanding contemporary Japan, its 
politics, its international relations, and its society. Hardacre's magisterial work will stand as the definitive 
reference for years to come.

Shinto

The Fundamentalism Project Edited by Martin E. Marty and R. Scott Appleby Around the world, 
fundamentalist movements are profoundly affecting the way we live. Misinformation and mispercep-
tion about fundamentalism exacerbate conflicts at home and abroad. Yet policymakers, journalists, 
students, and others have lacked any comprehensive resource on the explosive phenomenon of 
fundamentalism. Now the Fundamentalism Project has assembled an international team of scholars 
for a multivolume assessment of the history, scope, sources, character, and impact of fundamentalist 
movements within the world's major religious traditions. Fundamentalisms and Society shows how 
fundamentalist movements have influenced human relations, education, women's rights, and scientific 
research in over a dozen nations and within the traditions of Islam, Judaism, Christianity, Buddhism, 
and Hinduism. Drawn from the fields of anthropology, sociology, history of religion, and history of 
science, the contributors cover topics such as the educational structures of Hindu revivalism, women 
in fundamentalist Iran and Pakistan, and the creationist cosmos of Protestant fundamentalism. In a 
concluding essay, William H. McNeill situates contemporary fundamentalisms within a world historical 
context. The Fundamentalism Project, Volume 2 Martin E. Marty and R. Scott Appleby direct the 
Fundamentalism Project. Marty, the Fairfax M. Cone Distinguished Service Professor of the History 



of Modern Christianity at the University of Chicago, is the senior editor of the Christian Century and 
the author of numerous books, including the multivolume Modern American Religion, also published 
by the University of Chicago Press. Appleby, a research associate at the University of Chicago, is the 
author of “Church and Age Unite!” The Modernist Impulse in American Catholicism.

Fundamentalisms and Society

Masaharu Anesaki's History of Japanese Religion continues to be a much-cited pillar of Japanese 
studies and is now available in digital format. The original draft of the present book was an outcome 
of the author's lectures at Harvard University during the years 1913-15, when he had the honor of 
occupying there the chair of Japanese Literature and Life. In response to the encouragement given 
by several friends at Harvard, the author tried to put the material of the lectures into book form and 
redrafted it from time to time. The history of Japanese religions and morals shows the interaction of 
various forces which manifested their vitality more in combination than in opposition. A saying ascribed 
to Prince Shotoku, the founder of Japanese civilization, compares the three religious and moral systems 
found in Japan to the root, the stem and branches, and the flowers and the fruits of a tree. Shinto is 
the root embedded in the soil of the people's character and national traditions; Confucianism is seen 
in the stem and branches of legal institutions, ethical codes and educational systems; Buddhism made 
the flowers of religious sentiment bloom and gave the fruits of spiritual life.

History of Japanese Religion

This much-needed book seeks to understand the nature of Anglicanism's adaptation to modern culture.

The Transformation of Anglicanism

The volume collects eight essays from Tsunetsugu Muraoka's innovative work, Studies on the History 
of Japanese Thought. Although not well known outside Japan, Muraoka's analysis of the special 
characteristics of Shinto belief and morality, especially his comparative study of the ideas and beliefs 
of

Studies in Shinto Thought

Japanese society is often referred to as an example of a homogeneous culture moderated by an ethos 
of groupism. Yet often enough homogeneity is its own worst enemy as norms are required and enforced 
at the centre of power to the detriment of individual and human rights.

Case Studies on Human Rights in Japan

First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

The Japan Christian Quarterly

Rational Choice Theory and Religion considers one of the major developments in the social scientific 
paradigms that promises to foster a greater theoretical unity among the disciplines of sociology, political 
science, economics and psychology. Applying the theory of rational choice--the theory that each 
individual will make her choice to maximize gain and minimize cost--to the study of religion, Lawrence 
Young has brought together a group of internationally renowned scholars to examine this important 
development within the field of religion for the first time.

Studies in Shinto and Shrines

Emerging from a conference on Communities in Question: Religion and Authority in East and Southeast 
Asia, held in Hua Hin, Thailand, May 1989, this volume examines some of the tensions and conflicts 
between states and religious communities over the scope of religious views of the communities, the

Rational Choice Theory and Religion

First major study in English of the Japanese 'hidden' Christians - the Kakure Kirishitan, who chose to 
remain separate from the Catholic Church when religious toleration was granted in 1873 - and the 
development of the faith and rituals from the 16th century to the present day.

Japan



Shinto - A Short History provides an introductory outline of the historical development of Shinto from 
the ancient period of Japanese history until the present day. Shinto does not offer a readily identifiable 
set of teachings, rituals or beliefs; individual shrines and kami deities have led their own lives, not 
within the confines of a narrowly defined Shinto, but rather as participants in a religious field that 
included Buddhist, Taoist, Confucian and folk elements. Thus, this book approaches Shinto as a series 
of historical 'religious systems' rather than attempting to identify a timeless 'Shinto essence'. This history 
focuses on three aspects of Shinto practice: the people involved in shrine worship, the institutional 
networks that ensured continuity, and teachings and rituals. By following the interplay between these 
aspects in different periods, a pattern of continuity and discontinuity is revealed that challenges received 
understandings of the history of Shinto. This book does not presuppose prior knowledge of Japanese 
religion, and is easily accessible for those new to the subject.

Asian Visions of Authority

In 1902 the Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) petitioned the Japanese government to 
stop rewarding good deeds with the bestowal of sake cups. Alcohol production and consumption, its 
members argued, harmed individuals, endangered public welfare, and wasted vital resources. This 
campaign was part of a wide-ranging reform program to eliminate prostitution, eradicate drinking, 
spread Christianity, and improve the lives of women. As Elizabeth Dorn Lublin shows, members did not 
passively accept and propagate government policy but felt a duty to shape it by defining social problems 
and influencing opinion. Certain their beliefs and reforms were essential to Japan's advancement, 
members couched their calls for change in the rhetorical language of national progress. Ultimately, the 
WCTU's activism belies received notions of women's public involvement and political engagement in 
Meiji Japan.

The Kakure Kirishitan of Japan

With respect to the countries of the world, this work addresses two basic questions: "How does religion 
affect politics in this country?" and "How does politics affect religion in this country?" Although there are 
many books on the topics of religion and politics, reference works that consider the two together are 
few, with those that do exist primarily addressing theory rather than trends. The present work does the 
latter, contextualizing them within regional and national boundaries. In so doing, it recognizes the power 
of political and religious ideas and movements on individuals, communities, and nations, making the 
work a valuable resource for several disciplines, among them political science, international relations, 
religion, and sociology. The work focuses on the interplay of religion and politics in countries around the 
world with an emphasis on the post-2000s. It is organized by global geographic regions including Africa, 
Central and South America, and the Middle East and presents countries alphabetically within those 
sections. Each region has a brief overview of the political-religious dynamics of the area so readers can 
compare and contrast the dynamics between and among countries in a region. The work also includes 
an introduction, sidebars, and a bibliography.

Shinto

This book provides key official documents alongside political, religious-philosophical, and historical es-
says, illustrating how the term "Shinto" has metamorphosed terminologically from Japan's emergence 
as a modern nation state in the late 19th century to the postmodern Japan of today. "Shinto" is one of 
the most contested categories in the field of Japanese religious studies. While the term "Shinto" has 
a long history in the pre-modern period, this volume focuses on how the term has evolved in modern 
Japan. Divided into five parts, the book covers: Shinto and the modern Japanese nation state Pre-war 
Japanese intellectuals on Shinto Shinto and ultra-nationalism of the 1930s and 1940s Post-war reforms 
and reformulations Contemporary ways of defining Shinto Presenting a wealth of documents, most of 
which have been translated here for the first time, the book is an invaluable resource for scholars and 
students of Japanese religion.

Reforming Japan

The main aim of this book is to indicate the nature and range of reference material available for the 
study of world religions. A broad interpretation of world religions has been adopted and coverage 
includes the Baha'i faith, Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Judaism, 
Shinto, Sikhism, Taoism and Zoroastrianism, as well as cross-cultural studies and inter-faith dialogue. 



Following the basic pattern of the Keyguides series, the work is divided into three sections: an overview 
of the subject and available literature is followed by an annotated bibliography of over 1000 entries and 
an international directory of organizations.

Religion and Contemporary Politics [2 volumes]

Christians have never constituted one percent of Japan’s population, yet Christianity had a dispro-
portionately large influence on Japan’s social, intellectual, and political development. This happened 
despite the Tokugawa shogunate’s successful efforts to criminalize Christianity and even after the 
Meiji government took measures to limit its influence. From journalism and literature, to medicine, 
education, and politics, the mark of Protestant Japanese is indelible. Herein lies the conundrum that 
has interested scholars for decades. How did Christianity overcome the ideological legacies of its past 
in Japan? How did Protestantism distinguish itself from the other options in the religious landscape like 
Buddhism and New Religions? And how did the religious movement’s social relevance and activism 
persist despite the government’s measures to weaken the relationship between private religion and 
secular social life in Japan? In Church Space and the Capital in Prewar Japan, Garrett L. Washington 
responds to these questions with a spatially explicit study on the influence of the Protestant church 
in imperial Japan. He examines the physical and social spaces that Tokyo’s largest Japanese-led 
congregations cultivated between 1879 and 1923 and their broader social ties. These churches 
developed alongside, and competed with, the locational, architectural, and social spaces of Buddhism, 
Shinto, and New Religions. Their success depended on their pastors’ decisions about location and 
relocation, those men’s conceptualizations of the new imperial capital and aspirations for Japan, 
and the Western-style buildings they commissioned. Japanese pastors and laypersons grappled with 
Christianity’s relationships to national identity, political ideology, women’s rights, Japanese imperialism, 
and modernity; church-based group activities aimed to raise social awareness and improve society. 
Further, it was largely through attendees’ externalized ideals and networks developed at church but 
expressed in their public lives outside the church that Protestant Christianity exerted such a visible 
influence on modern Japanese society. Church Space offers answers to longstanding questions about 
Protestant Christianity’s reputation and influence by using a new space-centered perspective to focus 
on Japanese agency in the religion’s metamorphosis and social impact, adding a fresh narrative of 
cultural imperialism.

Defining Shinto

This volume provides researchers and students of religion with an indispensable reference work on the 
history, cultural impact, and reshaping of Christianity in Japan. Divided into three parts, Part I focuses 
on Christianity in Japanese history and includes studies of the Roman Catholic mission in pre-modern 
Japan, the 'hidden Christian' tradition, Protestant missions in the modern period, Bible translations, 
and theology in Japan. Part II examines the complex relationship between Christianity and various 
dimensions of Japanese society, such as literature, politics, social welfare, education for women, and 
interaction with other religious traditions. Part III focuses on resources for the study of Christianity in 
Japan and provides a guide to archival collections, research institutes, and bibliographies. Based on 
both Japanese and Western scholarship, readers will find this volume to be a fascinating and important 
guide.

Keyguide to Information Sources on World Religions

Spanning decades of research, this compelling social history tells the stories of ordinary people in 
modern Japan. Tatsuichi Horikiri spent a lifetime searching out old items of clothing—ranging from 
everyday kimono, work clothes, uniforms, and futons to actor’s costumes, diapers, hats, aprons, and 
bags. Simultaneously he collected oral history accounts to shed light on those who used these items. 
Horikiri reveals not only the difficult and sometimes desperate lives of these people, most from the 
lower strata in early twentieth-century Japan, he illuminates their hopes, aspirations, and human values. 
He also explores such topics as textile techniques, the history of fashion, and the ethnography of 
clothing and related cultural phenomena. Having been wrongly accused and tortured by the Japanese 
military police in China during World War II, Horikiri takes a deeply empathetic view of all those who 
struggle—from peasants and coal miners to traveling salesmen and itinerant performers. This personal 
connection sets his account apart, giving his writing great power and immediacy. Students and scholars 
of Japanese history, as well those interested in material culture, labor history, and feminist history, will 
find this book deeply illuminating.

Church Space and the Capital in Prewar Japan



Explores the experience of Asian immigrants and the communities which they and their descendants 
have created in the United States, and offers information about the history, language and culture of 
Asian Americans' diverse countries of origin.

Handbook of Christianity in Japan

Confucianism as Religion tackles the perennially controversial question of whether Confucianism is a 
religion and proposes a holistic and contextual approach to the issue.

Bibliographie Internationale de Science Politique

This encyclopedia provides numerous entries covering world religions including gods and other holy 
figures, concepts, historical figures, places, rites, and festivals. Entries cover major and less prominent 
religions around the world, describing their histories, tenets, customs, and world views. Readers will 
view entries that describe the lives of fifty significant figures in the histories of various religions. Also 
presented are excerpts from eighteen religious writings, speeches, and sacred texts.

The Stories Clothes Tell

Amid the ongoing acceleration of cultural interaction that accompanies globalization, it is more impor-
tant than ever that practical theology be freed from cultural bias and united in a common christological 
understanding. In Practical Theology and the One Body of Christ Thomas John Hastings draws 
on decades of his own cross-cultural teaching and on current transformational models to develop 
a "missional-ecumenical model" of practical theology. By studying in detail the life and ministry of 
first-generation Japanese Protestant pastor Tamura Naomi, Hastings generates a real-life example of 
the practicality of his original model and offers a more global, alternative perspective on the religious 
education movement than what is common in Western societies.

The British National Bibliography

A bold new conceptualization of Islam that reflects its contradictions and rich diversity What is Islam? 
How do we grasp a human and historical phenomenon characterized by such variety and contradiction? 
What is "Islamic" about Islamic philosophy or Islamic art? Should we speak of Islam or of islams? 
Should we distinguish the Islamic (the religious) from the Islamicate (the cultural)? Or should we 
abandon "Islamic" altogether as an analytical term? In What Is Islam?, Shahab Ahmed presents a bold 
new conceptualization of Islam that challenges dominant understandings grounded in the categories of 
"religion" and "culture" or those that privilege law and scripture. He argues that these modes of thinking 
obstruct us from understanding Islam, distorting it, diminishing it, and rendering it incoherent. What Is 
Islam? formulates a new conceptual language for analyzing Islam. It presents a new paradigm of how 
Muslims have historically understood divine revelation—one that enables us to understand how and 
why Muslims through history have embraced values such as exploration, ambiguity, aestheticization, 
polyvalence, and relativism, as well as practices such as figural art, music, and even wine drinking as 
Islamic. It also puts forward a new understanding of the historical constitution of Islamic law and its 
relationship to philosophical ethics and political theory. A book that is certain to provoke debate and 
significantly alter our understanding of Islam, What Is Islam? reveals how Muslims have historically 
conceived of and lived with Islam as norms and truths that are at once contradictory yet coherent.

The Asian American Encyclopedia

How did European imperialism shape the ideas and practices of religion in East and Southeast Asia? 
Casting Faiths brings together eleven scholars to show how Western law, governance, education and 
mission shaped the basic understanding of what religion is, and what role it should play in society.

Confucianism as Religion

As the new millennium approaches, the sacred and profane interface, conflict, and intermingle in novel 
ways. The Encyclopedia of Religion and Society provides a guide map for these developments. From 
succinct, brief notes to essay-length entries, it covers world religions, religious perspectives on political 
and social issues, and religious leaders and scholars -- present and past -- in the United States and the 
world. This comprehensive volume is an essential reference for studies in the anthropology, psychology, 
politics, and sociology of religion. Topics include: abortion, adolescence, African-American religious 
experience, anthropology of religion, Buddhism, commitment, conversion, definition of religion, ecology 



movement, Emile Durkheim, ethnicity, fundamentalism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, new religious move-
ments, organization, parish, Talcott Parsons, racism, research methods, Roman Catholicism, sexism, 
Unification Church, Max Weber, and many others.
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