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Russian Politics From Lenin To Putin

#Russian political history #Lenin to Putin era #Soviet Union politics #Post-Soviet Russian leadership #Kremlin
political development

Explore the complex and transformative history of Russian politics, tracing its trajectory from the rev-
olutionary ideals of Vladimir Lenin through the vast expanse of the Soviet era, up to the contemporary
leadership of Vladimir Putin. This comprehensive overview examines the pivotal ideological shifts, key
figures, and defining moments that have shaped Russia's unique political landscape across a century
of profound change.
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Russian Politics from Lenin to Putin

An exploration of themes pursued by T.H. Rigby, such as the personal versus the institutional, legiti-
macy, and the collapse of a mono-organizational society.

Russian Politics from Lenin to Putin

Seven leading specialists present chapters devoted to key themes in Soviet and post-Soviet Russian
politics. Those themes include: the personal versus the institutional in the political process; legitimacy
and legitimation; and change and collapse of a mono-organisational society. While the book focuses
on these major themes, individual chapters deal with wide-ranging and even unusual cases: Graeme
Gill analyzes the legitimating functions of Moscow's architecture, Sheila Fitzpatrick uses the archives
to draw a picture of Stalin 'the boss' dealing with his closest colleagues, Eugene Huskey provides

a detailed description of post-Soviet Russian pantouflage, and Archie Brown and Peter Reddaway
present their different takes on Gorbachev and the Soviet collapse. Stephen Fortescue provides an
overview of policy-making processes from Lenin and Putin, and Leslie Holmes updates the concept of
goal-rational legitimacy.

Kremlin Winter

In Kremlin Winter, Robert Service, acclaimed biographer of Lenin, Stalin and Trotsky and one of the
finest historians of modern Russia, brings his deep understanding of that country to bear on the man
who leads it. 'One of our most accomplished, erudite and prolific historians of modern Russia.' —
Rodric Braithwaite, New Statesman Vladimir Putin has dominated Russian politics since Boris Yeltsin
relinquished the presidency in his favour in May 2000. He served two terms as president, before himself
relinquishing the post to his prime minister, Dimitri Medvedeyv, only to return to presidential power for a
third time in 2012. Putin’s rule, whether as president or prime minister, has been marked by a steady
increase in domestic repression and international assertiveness. Despite this, there have been signs
of liberal growth and Putin — and Russia — now faces a far from certain future. Robert Service reveals
a premier who cannot take his supremacy for granted, yet is determined to impose his will not only
on his closest associates but on society at large. Kremlin Winter is a riveting insight into power politics
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as Russia faces a blizzard of difficulties both at home and abroad. 'A masterful portrait of Putin and
Russia’' — Jack Coleman, Daily Telegraph

Ruling Russia

The first book to trace the evolution of Russian politics from the Bolsheviks to Putin When the Soviet
Union collapsed, many hoped that Russia's centuries-long history of autocratic rule might finally end.
Yet today’s Russia appears to be retreating from democracy, not progressing toward it. Ruling Russia
is the only book of its kind to trace the history of modern Russian politics from the Bolshevik Revolution
to the presidency of Vladimir Putin. It examines the complex evolution of communist and post-Soviet
leadership in light of the latest research in political science, explaining why the democratization of
Russia has all but failed. William Zimmerman argues that in the 1930s the USSR was totalitarian but
gradually evolved into a normal authoritarian system, while the post-Soviet Russian Federation evolved
from a competitive authoritarian to a normal authoritarian system in the first decade of the twenty-first
century. He traces how the selectorate—those empowered to choose the decision makers—has
changed across different regimes since the end of tsarist rule. The selectorate was limited in the period
after the revolution, and contracted still further during Joseph Stalin’s dictatorship, only to expand
somewhat after his death. Zimmerman also assesses Russia’s political prospects in future elections.
He predicts that while a return to totalitarianism in the coming decade is unlikely, so too is democracy.
Rich in historical detail, Ruling Russia is the first book to cover the entire period of the regime changes
from the Bolsheviks to Putin, and is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand why Russia
still struggles to implement lasting democratic reforms.

Hero Projects

In Hero Projects, Paul R. Josephson traces how, over the last one hundred years, the Russian tsars,
commissars, and oligarchs embraced megaprojects to create the world's largest empire. Built by
peasants, gulag prisoners, and Communist volunteers, the projects are wide-ranging and numer-
ous--including nuclear power stations, pipelines across the tundra, railroads from Europe to the Pacific
Ocean, and hydropower stations and canals. Sweeping in scope, Hero Projects establishes the strong
continuities in political culture in Russian history; reshapes the meaning of empire, extending it to
include internal colonization; and expands environmental and social history through the study of big
technology.

Federalism and Local Politics in Russia

This book examines federalism and regional and local politics in Russia. Many commentators have
alluded to the unique nature of Russia's dual transition and its difficult task of simultaneously reforming
its economy and polity. But there is in fact a third transition under way in Russia that is of no less
importance, the need to reconfigure central-local relations and to create a stable and viable form

of federalism. Federal states are much more difficult to set up than unitary ones, and forging a new
federal system at the same time as privatising the economy and trying to radically overhaul the political
system has clearly made Russia's transition triply difficult. The book discusses how Vladimir Putin
has re-asserted the power of the centre in Russia, and tightened the federal government's control of
the regions. It shows how, contrary to his rhetoric about developing Russia as a free and democratic
state, authoritarianism has been extended - through his reorganisation of the Federation Council, his
usurpation of powers to dismiss regional assemblies and chief executives, and his creation of seven
unelected super-governors. The book explores a wide range of issues related to these developments,
including a comparative study of Russian federalism and local politics, ethnic federalism, the merging
of federal units, regional governors, electoral and party reforms, and regional and local politics. It also
includes case studies of local and regional politics in specific regions.

Assignment Moscow

The story of western correspondents in Russia is the story of Russia's attitude to the west. Russia has
at different times been alternately open to western ideas and contacts, cautious and distant or, for
much of the twentieth century, all but closed off. From the revolutionary period of the First World War
onwards, correspondents in Russia have striven to tell the story of a country known to few outsiders.
Their stories have not always been well received by political elites, audiences, and even editors in their
own countries-but their accounts have been a huge influence on how the West understands Russia.
Not always perfect, at times downright misleading, they have, overall, been immensely valuable. In



Assignment Moscow, former foreign correspondent James Rodgers analyses the news coverage of
Russia throughout history, from the coverage of the siege of the Winter Palace and a plot to kill Stalin,
to the Chernobyl explosion and the Salisbury poison scandal.

Russia

This work traces Russia's complex historical development in the last century, as well as its recent
political troubles and economic misfortunes, and its place in the contemporary international system.
Providing up-to-date information on Russian political developments, including the elections of 1999
and 2000, Robinson assesses the chances of future projects of political and economic reconstruc-
tion.--Publisher description.

A History of Modern Russia from Nicholas Il to Vladimir Putin

Robert Service here presents a comprehensive overview of 20th-century Russian history that treats
the years from 1917 to 2000 as a single period and analyses the peculiar mixture of political, economic
and social ingredients that made up the Soviet compound.

From Vladimir Lenin to Vladimir Putin

This book integrates Soviet and post-Soviet Russian history into a coherent whole by focusing on the
culture, role models, habits and behavior patterns that provide continuity between various political
regimes, systems, and rulers from Vladimir Lenin to Vladimir Putin. The unifying theme of all these
periods is the central question of identity - how the Russians have defined themselves, their country,
and their values. Why did the Bolsheviks try to erase any trace of Old Russia and with what did they
try to replace it? Why did Stalin wipe out the kulaks and the old Bolsheviks? What were the political
consequences of the Great Patriotic War on the Russians as people? When post-Stalin Russia slowly
weakened and gave way to the humanism and Westernization that led to the collapse of the Soviet
system, why did the 1990s generate a resurgence of anti-western nationalism? And how to explain
the slow and steady break with the West under President Putin? This will be a core textbook for
undergraduate and graduate students of Russian and European history, and a valuable text for all
those interested in how the Russian past influenced and shaped current politics, and in the international
East-West divide in particular.

Leading Russia: Putin in Perspective

Leaders and leadership continue to dominate Russia's political development. Like his predecessors
in the Kremlin, Vladimir Putin has made a crucial impact on the substance and style of Russian
politics. His efforts to use traditional tools of state power to manage democracy and market capitalism
have had mixed effects on both. Leading Russia investigates the ambiguities and contradictions of
Putin's rule from four perspectives. The volume first considers his leadership in the context of Russia's
convulsive historical cycle of revolutionary transformation, breakdown, consolidation, and stagnation.
The study then analyses how normative and institutional components of democracy have fared under
Putin's regime of stronger executive control. It proceeds to examine the strengths and weaknesses of
presidential power vis-a-vis bureaucratic, regional, and corporate groups. The volume concludes with
two assessments of the strategic direction in which Putin is taking Russia. They explore the tensions
between bureaucratic-authoritarian trends and Putin's apparent commitment to electoral democracy,
market capitalism, and alignment with the West. The book helps to deepen our understanding of the
cultural and institutional factors shaping Putin's leadership approach and policy priorities. More widely,
it sheds light on the complexity of the relationship between post-communist leadership, democracy,
and economic modernization.

Russia

The first history of modern Russia from 1991 to the present day by one of the leading historians of the
20th century USSR and Russia. In 1991, in a huge experiment with a people and in a state of euphoria,
Boris Yeltsin abolished the USSR and recreated the Russian nation. At the point of its declaration is
was in a state of economic and social disarray and yet there were high hopes. Hopes which have
subsequently been dashed. Robert Service brings to bear his vast knowledge of the people and the
country to put the recent upheavals into context and he shows that not everything changed for the
worst 1991. The Gorbachev years have allowed the Russian people to give a priority to living a private



life and shutting the door on the state. They could think what they liked. The could enjoy intellectual
and religious freedom, and indulge in recreations their income would allow. Gays and Lesbians could
come 'out'. The Youth culture could finally be loosed from contraints. This is a broad political, social and
cultural history of one of the newest nations ever to be formed.

Is Russia Reformable?

History is always full of surprises as it unfolds before us. The Soviet Union, for decades a seemingly
frozen monolith of totalitarian rigidity and paranoid bellicosity, suddenly finds itself under a leader in the
person of Mikhail Gorbachev who calls for "radical restructuring,” openness," and even a "revolution.”
Outsiders justly wonder if this m

The Shortest History of the Soviet Union

"Close to a miracle ... an immensely readable overview ... full of anecdotes and lively detail, but

also meeting the highest academic standards’ SLAVOJ ZIZEK The Soviet Union arrived in the world
accidentally and departed unexpectedly. Over a century after the Russian Revolution, the tumultuous
history of the Soviet Union continues to fascinate us and influence global politics. From revolution and
Lenin to Stalin’s Terror, from World War Il to Gorbachev's glasnost, this is an authoritative distillation of
75 years of communist rule, and the disintegration of an empire. Fitzpatrick charts the fate of countries
often left out of Soviet histories, gives vivid portraits of key figures, and traces the aftermath of the
regime’s sudden collapse. She explores the rise of the oligarchs, the rebirth of the Church and the
enigmatic figure of Vladimir Putin: a Soviet creation but no Soviet nostalgic. Lastly, she considers the
future of Communism. Who still worships Marx and Lenin? What lessons has today’s superpower,
China, learned from yesterday’s Soviet failure? What could be the future of Putin’s expansionism?"

Russia in Revolution 1890-1918

Documented study that traces the gradual transition of Russia's near-feudalist society to one of open
civil war and a totalitarian communist state.

Symbolism and Regime Change in Russia

Asks why regime change in Russia has not been accompanied by a coherent new political symbolism.

The Communist Party in Post-Soviet Russia

This pioneering analysis uses the results from the first ever Irish election study to provide a compre-
hensive survey of the motives, outlook and behaviour of voters in the Republic of Ireland. Building on
the foundations laid down by previous work on comparative electoral behaviour, it explores long-term
influences on vote choice, such as party loyalties and enduring values, as well as short-term ones,
such as the economy, the party leaders and the candidates themselves. It also examines how people
use their vote and why so many people do not vote at all.Many features of Irish elections make such
a detailed study particularly important. The single transferable vote system allows voters an unusual
degree of freedom to pick the candidates they prefer, while electoral trends observed elsewhere can
be found in a more extreme form in Ireland. For example, attachment to parties is very low, differences
between them are often obscure, candidate profiles are very high and turnout is falling rapidly. However,
Irish elections defy international trends in other respects, most notably in the degree of personal
contact parties and candidates make with their voters. Findings are presented in a manner that is
highly accessible to anyone with an interest in elections, electoral systems and electoral behaviour.
The book is essential reading for anyone interested in Irish politics and is an important text for students
of European Politics, Parties and Elections, Comparative Politics and Political Sociology.

Russia in the Twentieth Century

The history of Russia, as the natural successor to the Soviet Union, is of crucial importance to
understanding why communism ultimately lost out to Western democracy and the free market system.
David Marples presents a balanced overview of 20th century Russian history and shows that although
contemporary Russia has retained many of the practices and memories of the Soviet period, it is not
about to revert back to the Soviet example.

Lenin and the Bolsheviks



First published in 2001, this book assesses five crucial political arenas during the Yeltsin era.

Russian Politics

Following the Russian Revolution, the cultural and political landscape of Russia was strewn with
contradictions. The dictatorship, censorship and repression of the Communist party existed alongside
private enterprise, the black market and open debates on Socialism. In Russian Society and politics
1921-1929 Vladimir Brovkin offers a comprehensive cultural, political, economic and social history of
developments in Russia in the 1920's. By examining the contrast between Bolshevik propaganda claims
and social reality, the author explains how Communist representations were variously received and
resisted by workers, peasants, students, women, teachers and party officials. He presents a picture of
cultural diversity and rejection of Communist constraints through many means including unauthorised
protest, religion, jazz music and poetry. In Russian Society and Politics 1921-1929 Vladimir Brovkin
argues that these trends, if left unchecked, endangered the Communist Party's monopoly on political
power. The Stalinist revolution can thus be seen as a pre-emptive strike against this independent and
vibrant society as well as a product of Stalin's personality and communist ideology.

Russia After Lenin

Modernisation has been a constant theme in Russian history at least since Peter the Great launched a
series of initiatives aimed at closing the economic, technical and cultural gap between Russia and the
more ‘advanced’ countries of Europe. All of the leaders of the Soviet Union and post-Soviet Russia have
been intensely aware of this gap, and have pursued a number of strategies, some more successful than
others, in order to modernise the country. But it would be wrong to view modernisation as a unilinear
process which was the exclusive preserve of the state. Modernisation has had profound effects on
Russian society, and the attitudes of different social groups have been crucial to the success and failure
of modernisation. This volume examines the broad theme of modernisation in late imperial, Soviet, and
post-Soviet Russia both through general overviews of particular topics, and specific case studies of
modernisation projects and their impact. Modernisation is seen not just as an economic policy, but as a
cultural and social phenomenon reflected through such diverse themes as ideology, welfare, education,
gender relations, transport, political reform, and the Internet. The result is the most up to date and
comprehensive survey of modernisation in Russia available, which highlights both one of the perennial
problems and the challenges and prospects for contemporary Russia.

Modernisation in Russia since 1900

Udkom 1. gang i 1982 péa St. Martins Press i New York.

The Bolsheviks

This book embraces the political, intellectual, social and cultural history of Soviet Russia. Providing a
useful perspective of Putin’s Russia, and with a strong historical and religious background, the book:
looks at the changing features of the Soviet ideology from Lenin to Stalin, and the moral universe

of Stalin's time explores the history of the moral thinking of the dissident intelligentsia examines the
moral dimension of Soviet dissent amongst dissidents of both religious and secular persuasions, and
includes biographical material explores the ethical assumptions of the perestroika era, firstly amongst
Communist leaders, and then in the emerging democratic and national forces.

Stalinism

An inside story of eight critical years of Soviet life and an evaluation of Russia today.

Conscience, Dissent and Reform in Soviet Russia

Examines "the origins, evolution, and current affairs of the Russian state and society. The story begins
with Russia's geographic endowment, proceeds through its experiences as a kingdom and empire,
and continues through the USSR's three-quarters of a century, and finally the shocking breakup of that
regime a generation ago"--Amazon.com.

Building Lenin's Russia



'Fascinating... One of the most astute political commentators on Putin and modern Russia' Financial
Times 'An amazing achievement' Peter Frankopan Can anyone truly understand Russia? Russia is a
country with no natural borders, no single ethos, no true central identity. At the crossroads of Europe
and Asia, it is everyone's 'other'. And yet it is one of the most powerful nations on earth, a master
game-player on the global stage with a rich history of war and peace, poets and revolutionaries. In this
essential whistle-stop tour of the world's most complex nation, Mark Galeotti takes us behind the myths
to the heart of the Russian story: from the formation of a nation to its early legends - including Ivan
the Terrible and Catherine the Great - to the rise and fall of the Romanovs, the Russian Revolution,
the Cold War, Chernobyl and the end of the Soviet Union - plus the rise of a politician named Vladimir
Putin, and the events leading to the Ukrainian war.

Russia

Russia has had an extraordinary history in the twentieth century. As the first Communist society, the
USSR was both an admired model and an object of fear and hatred to the rest of the world. How

are we to make sense of this history? A History of Twentieth-Century Russia treats the years from
1917 to 1991 as a single period and analyzes the peculiar mixture of political, economic, and social
ingredients that made up the Soviet formula. Under a succession of leaders from Lenin to Gorbachev,
various methods were used to conserve and strengthen this compound. At times the emphasis was
upon shaking up the ingredients, at others upon stabilization. All this occurred against a background of
dictatorship, civil war, forcible industrialization, terror, world war, and the postwar arms race. Communist
ideas and practices never fully pervaded the society of the USSR. Yet an impact was made and, as
this book expertly documents, Russia since 1991 has encountered difficulties in completely eradicating
the legacy of Communism. A History of Twentieth-Century Russia is the first work to use the mass of
material that has become available in the documentary collections, memoirs, and archives over the
past decade. It is an extraordinarily lucid, masterful account of the most complex and turbulent period
in Russia's long history.

A Short History of Russia

The new biography of Vladimir Putin offers an insight into current international politics through deep
understanding of Russian culture and history. The reader will follow the footsteps of Putin through the
history and collapse of Soviet Union to the gilded powerhouse of the Kremlin. Read how the Russian
politics works and who decide on Russia's foreign policy.

A History of Twentieth-century Russia

This book explores the mythology woven around the Soviet secret police and the Russian cult of
state security that has emerged from it. Tracing the history of this mythology from the Soviet period
through to its revival in contemporary post-Soviet Russia, the volume argues that successive Russian
regimes have sponsored a ‘cult’ of state security, whereby security organs are held up as something
to be worshipped. The book approaches the history of this cult as an ongoing struggle to legitimise
and sacralise the Russian state security apparatus, and to negotiate its violent and dramatic past. It
explores the ways in which, during the Soviet period, this mythology sought to make the existence of
the most radically intrusive and powerful secret police in history appear ‘natural’. It also documents
the contemporary post-Soviet re-emergence of the cult of state security, examining the ways in which
elements of the old Soviet mythology have been revised and reclaimed as the cornerstone of a new
state ideology. The Russian cult of state security is of ongoing contemporary relevance, and is crucial
for understanding not only the tragedies of Russia’s twentieth-century history, but also the ambiguities
of Russia’s post-Soviet transition, and the current struggle to define Russia’s national identity and
future development. The book examines the ways in which contemporary Russian life continues to be
shaped by the legacy of Soviet attitudes to state-society relations, as expressed in the reconstituted
cult of state security. It investigates the shadow which the figure of the secret policeman continues to
cast over Russia today. The book will be of great interest to students of modern Russian history and
politics, intelligence studies and security studies, as well as readers with an interest in the KGB and its
successors.

Vladimir Putin. The Whole Story

What was the real impact and significance of the October Revolution of 19177? This avowedly revisionist
interpretation by a major Russian dissident seeks to place Lenin and those around him in the proper



perspective. Since the takeover of Russia was the result of a coup d’état by a tiny minority of criminals
that Yuri Felshtinsky doesn’t hesitate to call gangsters, the Communist regime was doomed from

the start. Yuri Felshtinsky received a PhD in history from Rutgers University. His books include The
Failure of the World Revolution (1991), Blowing up Russia (with Alexander Litvinenko, 2007), and The
Corporation: Russia and the KGB in the Age of President Putin (with Vladimir Pribylovsky, 2008). He
lives near Boston, Massachusetts.

Russia and the Cult of State Security

"Re-reading Lenin's Last Struggle after many years is a poignant experience. The story of Lenin's
efforts in the last year of his active life to overcome the isolation of revolutionary Russia and the near
isolation of the Communist Party within the country is told here with tremendous skill and sensitivity."
-Lewis Siegelbaum, Michigan State University ". . . one of the most important books on Soviet history"
-Ronald Grigor Suny, University of Chicago One of the great political strategists of his era, V. I. Lenin
continues to attract historical interest, yet his complex personality eludes full understanding. This new
edition of Moshe Lewin's classic political biography, including an afterword by the author, suggests
new approaches for studying the Mrxist visionary and founder of the Soviet state. Lenin's Last Struggle
offers invaluable insights into the rise of the Bolshevik party and the Soviet Union, a saga complicated
by complex strategic battles among the leaders of Lenin's generation: leaders whose names are
universally known, but whose personalities and motivations are even now not sufficiently understood.

Lenin and His Comrades

This reference work surveys the leaders of Russia and the Soviet Union- from Michael, the first
Romanov tsar in 1613, through the creation and dissolution of the Soviet Union, to the present day
President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin. Chronologically arranged, these biographies paint
a thorough yet succinct portrait of 30 leaders including discussion about the family and education

of each ruler, important legislation, events, and wars under each leader's rule; and each leader's
achievements and impact on Russia or the Soviet Union.

Lenin’s Last Struggle

Traces the causes and consequences of the revolutions which transformed the Russian empire into
the communist Soviet Union - Stalin - Lenin ; Krushev.

Leaders of Russia and the Soviet Union

Focusing on institutions and processes while paying rigorous attention to scholarship, Politics in Russia,
Fourth Edition, provides an authoritative overview of the Russian political system. Book jacket.

Russia and the USSR

Following his great trilogy of biographies of the giants who dominated the history of the Soviet

Union - Stalin (1991), Lenin (1994) and Trotsky (1996) - Dmitri Volkogonov delves deeper into the
Soviet archives to produce new character evaluations and political assessments of the seven leaders
who ruled the Soviet Union from 1917 to 1991. A former general in the Soviet Army's propaganda
department, Director of the Institute for Military History, and Defence Adviser to President Yeltsin from
1991 to his death from cancer in December 1995, Dmitri Volkogonov had unrivalled access to Soviet
military archives, Communist Party documents and secret presidential files. Basing his new book on
these inside sources, he has continued his pioneering work of revealing the truth behind the activities of
the world's most secretive political leaders. He throws new light on: Lenin's paranoia about foreigners in
Russia; his creation of a privileged system for top Party members; Stalin's repression of the nationalities
and his singular conduct of foreign policy; the origins and conduct of the Korean War; Khrushchev's
relationship with the odious secret service chief Beria; Brezhnev's vanity and stupidity; the Afghan War;
Poland and Solidarity; Soviet bureaucracy; Gorbachev's Leninism and role in history.

Politics in Russia

Blending first hand accounts of grassroots politics with an original theory of social relations under

communism, this 1997 book seeks to explain one of the seminal events of this century: the rebirth of
politics in Russia amid the collapse of the USSR. The authors trace the process from the pre-political
period of dissident activity, through perestroika and the appearance of political groups and publications,



elections, the formation of political parties and mass movements, counter-revolution and coup d'état,
the victory of democratic forces and the organization of a Russian state; to the struggle of power in the
post-communist epoch, the violent end of the first republic and the contentious relations engulfing its
successor. By focusing on the popular forces which accomplished Russia's political rebirth, rather than
the reforms of the Soviet establishment, this book offers an original perspective on this critical period.

The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Empire

This extraordinary book charts the development of Russia’s relations with the Middle East from the
1950s to the present. It covers both high and low points — the closeness to Nasser’'s Egypt, followed
by reversal; the successful invasion of Afghanistan which later turned into a disaster; the changing
relationship with Israel which was at some time surprisingly close; the relationship with Syria, which
continues to be of huge significance; and much more. Written by one of Russia’s leading Arabists who
was himself involved in the formation and implementation of policy, the book is engagingly written,
extremely insightful, telling us things which only the author is in a position to tell us, and remarkably
frank, not sparing senior Soviet and Russian figures from criticism. The book includes material based
on the author’s conversations with other leading participants.

Russia and the West Under Lenin and Stalin
The Rebirth of Politics in Russia
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