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This study explores the intricate web of religious networks that flourished within the Roman Empire, 
investigating how these connections facilitated the diffusion of diverse spiritual beliefs and practices 
across vast territories. Uncover the mechanisms, challenges, and cultural impact of the spread of new 
religious ideas throughout this influential ancient civilization.
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Religious Networks in the Roman Empire

Networks and the Spread of Ideas in the Past: Strong Ties, Innovation and Knowledge Exchange 
gathers contributions from an international group of scholars to reconsider the role that strong social 
ties play in the transmission of new ideas, and their crucial place in network analyses of the past. 
Drawing on case studies that range from the early Iron Age Mediterranean to medieval Britain, the 
contributing authors showcase the importance of looking at strong social ties in the transmission 
of complex information, which requires relationships structured through mutual trust, memory, and 
reciprocity. They highlight the importance of sanctuaries in the process of information transmission, the 
power of narrative in creating a sense of community even across geographical space, and the control of 
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social systems in order to facilitate or stifle new information transfer. Networks and the Spread of Ideas 
in the Past demonstrates the value of searching the past for powerful social connections, offers us the 
chance to tell more human stories through our analyses, and represents an essential new addition to 
the study and use of networks in archaeology and history. The book will be useful to academics and 
students working in the Digital Humanities, History, and Archaeology.

Networks and the Spread of Ideas in the Past

This book highlights the diversity of current methodologies in Classical Archaeology. It includes papers 
about archaeology and art history, museum objects and fieldwork data, texts and material culture, 
archaeological theory and historiography, and technical and literary analysis, across Classical Antiquity.

New Approaches to Ancient Material Culture in the Greek & Roman World

In Intolerance, Polemics, and Debate in Antiquity politico-cultural, philosophical, and religious forms of 
critical conversation in the ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, Graeco-Roman, and early-Islamic world are 
discussed. The contributions enquire into the boundaries between debate, polemics, and intolerance, 
and address their manifestations in both philosophy and religion.

Intolerance, Polemics, and Debate in Antiquity

In The Impact of the Roman Empire on The Cult of Asclepius Ghislaine van der Ploeg offers an 
analysis of the cult of Asclepius during the Roman imperial period and how worship was adapted and 
disseminated at this time.

The Impact of the Roman Empire on the Cult of Asclepius

Religion was integral to the conduct of war in the ancient world and the Romans were certainly no 
exception. No campaign was undertaken, no battle risked, without first making sacrifice to propitiate 
the appropriate gods (such as Mars, god of War) or consulting oracles and omens to divine their plans. 
Yet the link between war and religion is an area that has been regularly overlooked by modern scholars 
examining the conflicts of these times. This volume addresses that omission by drawing together the 
work of experts from across the globe. The chapters have been carefully structured by the editors so that 
this wide array of scholarship combines to give a coherent, comprehensive study of the role of religion 
in the wars of the Roman Empire. Aspects considered in depth include: the Imperial cults and legionary 
loyalty; the army and religious/regional disputes; Trajan and religion; Constantine and Christianity; 
omens and portents; funerary cults and practices; the cult of Mithras; the Imperial sacramentum; religion 
& Imperial military medicine.

The Roman Empire

Travel and pilgrimage have become central research topics in recent years. Some archaeologists 
and historians have applied globalization theories to ancient intercultural connections. Classicists 
have rediscovered travel as a literary topic in Greek and Roman writing. Scholars of early Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam have been rethinking long-familiar pilgrimage practices in new interdisciplinary 
contexts. This volume contributes to this flourishing field of study in two ways. First, the focus of its 
contributions is on experiences of travel. Our main question is: How did travelers in the ancient world 
experience and make sense of their journeys, real or imaginary, and of the places they visited? Second, 
by treating Jewish, Christian, and Islamic experiences together, this volume develops a longue durée 
perspective on the ways in which travel experiences across these three traditions resembled each other. 
By focusing on "experiences of travel," we hope to foster interaction between the study of ancient travel 
in the humanities and that of broader human experience in the social sciences.

Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Travel Experiences

For some time interest has been growing in a dialogue between modern scientific research into 
human cognition and research in the humanities. This ground-breaking volume focuses this dialogue 
on the religious experience of men and women in the ancient Greek and Roman worlds. Each chapter 
examines a particular historical problem arising from an ancient religious activity and the contributions 
range across a wide variety of both ancient contexts and sources, exploring and integrating literary, 
epigraphic, visual and archaeological evidence. In order to avoid a simple polarity between physical 
aspects (ritual) and mental aspects (belief) of religion, the contributors draw on theories of cognition as 



embodied, emergent, enactive and extended, accepting the complexity, multimodality and multicausal-
ity of human life. Through this interdisciplinary approach, the chapters open up new questions around 
and develop new insights into the physical, emotional, and cognitive aspects of ancient religions.

Cognitive Approaches to Ancient Religious Experience

The Manichaean Church in Kellis presents an in-depth study of social organisation within the religious 
movement known as Manichaeism in Roman Egypt. In particular, it employs papyri from Kellis (Ismant 
el-Kharab), a village in the Dakhleh Oasis, to explore the socio-religious world of lay Manichaeans in the 
fourth century CE. Manichaeism has often been perceived as an elitist, esoteric religion. Challenging 
this view, Teigen draws on social network theory and cultural sociology, and engages with the study 
of lived ancient religion, in order to apprehend how laypeople in Kellis appropriated Manichaean 
identity and practice in their everyday lives. This perspective, he argues, not only provides a better 
understanding of Manichaeism: it also has wider implications for how we understand late antique 
‘religion’ as a social phenomenon

The Manichaean Church in Kellis

The Danubian provinces represent one of the largest macro-units within the Roman Empire, with a 
large and rich heritage of Roman material evidence. Although the notion itself is a modern 18th-century 
creation, this region represents a unique area, where the dominant, pre-Roman cultures (Celtic, Illyrian, 
Hellenistic, Thracian) are interconnected within the new administrative, economic and cultural units 
of Roman cities, provinces and extra-provincial networks. This book presents the material evidence 
of Roman religion in the Danubian provinces through a new, paradigmatic methodology, focusing 
not only on the traditional urban and provincial units of the Roman Empire, but on a new space 
taxonomy. Roman religion and its sacralized places are presented in macro-, meso- and micro-spaces 
of a dynamic empire, which shaped Roman religion in the 1st-3rd centuries AD and created a large 
number of religious glocalizations and appropriations in Raetia, Noricum, Pannonia Superior, Pannonia 
Inferior, Moesia Superior, Moesia Inferior and Dacia. Combining the methodological approaches of 
Roman provincial archaeology and religious studies, this work intends to provoke a dialogue between 
disciplines rarely used together in central-east Europe and beyond. The material evidence of Roman 
religion is interpreted here as a dynamic agent in religious communication, shaped by macro-spaces, 
extra-provincial routes, commercial networks, but also by the formation and constant dynamics of small 
group religions interconnected within this region through human and material mobilities. The book will 
also present for the first time a comprehensive list of sacralized spaces and divinities in the Danubian 
provinces.

Roman Religion in the Danubian Provinces

A timely and academically-significant contribution to scholarship on community, identity, and global-
ization in the Roman and Hellenistic worlds Community and Identity at the Edges of the Classical 
World examines the construction of personal and communal identities in the ancient world, exploring 
how globalism, multi-culturalism, and other macro events influenced micro identities throughout the 
Hellenistic and Roman empires. This innovative volume discusses where contact and the sharing of 
ideas was occurring in the time period, and applies modern theories based on networks and com-
munication to historical and archaeological data. A new generation of international scholars challenge 
traditional views of Classical history and offer original perspectives on the impact globalizing trends had 
on localized areas—insights that resonate with similar issues today. This singular resource presents a 
broad, multi-national view rarely found in western collected volumes, including Serbian, Macedonian, 
and Russian scholarship on the Roman Empire, as well as on Roman and Hellenistic archaeological 
sites in Eastern Europe. Topics include Egyptian identity in the Hellenistic world, cultural identity in 
Roman Greece, Romanization in Slovenia, Balkan Latin, the provincial organization of cults in Roman 
Britain, and Soviet studies of Roman Empire and imperialism. Serving as a synthesis of contemporary 
scholarship on the wider topic of identity and community, this volume: Provides an expansive materialist 
approach to the topic of globalization in the Roman world Examines ethnicity in the Roman empire from 
the viewpoint of minority populations Offers several views of metascholarship, a growing sub-discipline 
that compares ancient material to modern scholarship Covers a range of themes, time periods, and 
geographic areas not included in most western publications Community and Identity at the Edges of the 
Classical World is a valuable resource for academics, researchers, and graduate students examining 
identity and ethnicity in the ancient world, as well as for those working in multiple fields of study, from 



Classical, Hellenistic, and Roman historians, to the study of ethnicity, identity, and globalizing trends in 
time.

Community and Identity at the Edges of the Classical World

In Migration and Mobility in the Early Roman Empire seventeen specialists in the fields of Roman 
social history, Roman demography and Roman economic history offer fresh perspectives on voluntary, 
state-organised and forced mobility during the first to early third centuries CE.

Migration and Mobility in the Early Roman Empire

The studies in this volume examine the unique communal patterns among Jews and Christians within 
Roman civic culture and their diverse responses to shared challenges under Imperial rule.

Jewish and Christian Communal Identities in the Roman World

This volume examines questions concerning the construction of gender and identity in the earliest days 
of what is now Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Methodologically explicit, the contributions analyze 
textual and material sources related to these religious traditions in their cultural contexts. The sources 
examined are predominantly products of patriarchal elite discourses requiring innovative approaches 
to unveil aspects of gender otherwise hidden. This volume extends the discussion represented in the 
volume Gender and Second-Temple Judaism (2020) and highlights the fruitfulness of interdisciplinary 
research beyond anachronistic discipline distinctions.

Constructions of Gender in Religious Traditions of Late Antiquity

Network research has recently been adopted as one of the tools of the trade in archaeology, used 
to study a wide range of topics: interactions between island communities, movements through urban 
spaces, visibility in past landscapes, material culture similarity, exchange, and much more. This 
Handbook is the first authoritative reference work for archaeological network research, featuring current 
topical trends and covering the archaeological application of network methods and theories. This is 
elaborately demonstrated through substantive topics and case studies drawn from a breadth of periods 
and cultures in world archaeology. It highlights and further develops the unique contributions made 
by archaeological research to network science, especially concerning the development of spatial and 
material culture network methods and approaches to studying long-term network change. This is the 
go-to resource for students and scholars wishing to explore how network science can be applied in 
archaeology through an up-to-date overview of the field.

The Oxford Handbook of Archaeological Network Research

The Lived Ancient Religion project has radically changed perspectives on ancient religions and their 
supposedly personal or public character. This volume applies and further develops these methodolog-
ical tools, new perspectives and new questions. The religious transformations of the Roman Imperial 
period appear in new light and more nuances by comparative confrontation and the integration of 
many disciplines. The contributions are written by specialists from a variety of disciplinary contexts 
(Jewish Studies, Theology, Classics, Early Christian Studies) dealing with the history of religion of 
the Mediterranean, West-Asian, and European area from the (late) Hellenistic period to the (early) 
Middle Ages and shaped by their intensive exchange. From the point of view of their respective 
fields of research, the contributors engage with discourses on agency, embodiment, appropriation 
and experience. They present innovative research in four fields also of theoretical debate, which are 
“Experiencing the Religious”, “Switching the Code”, „A Thing Called Body“ and “Commemorating the 
Moment”.

Lived Religion in the Ancient Mediterranean World

The Roman world was diverse and complex. And so were religious understandings and practices as 
mirrored in the enormous variety presented by archaeological, iconographic, and epigraphic evidence. 
Conventional approaches principally focus on the political role of civic cults as a means of social 
cohesion, often considered to be instrumentalized by elites. But by doing so, religious diversity is 
frequently overlooked, marginalizing ‘deviating’ cult activities that do not fit the Classical canon, as 
well as the multitude of funerary practices and other religious activities that were all part of everyday 
life. In the Roman Empire, a person’s religious experiences were shaped by many and sometimes 



seemingly incompatible cult practices, whereby the ‘civic’ and ‘imperial’ cults might have had the least 
impact of all. Our goal therefore is to rethink our methodologies, aiming for a more dynamic image of 
religion that takes into account the varied and often contradictory choices and actions of individual, 
which reflects the discrepant religious experiences in the Roman world. Is it possible to ‘poke into the 
mind’ of an individual in Roman times, whatever his/her status and ethnicity, and try to understand the 
individual’s diverse experiences in such a complex, interconnected empire, exploring the choices that 
were open to an individual? This also raises the question whether the concept of individuality is valid 
for Roman times. In some periods, the impact of individual actions can be more momentous: the very 
first adoption of Roman-style sculpture, cult practices or Latin theonyms for indigenous deities can set 
in motion long-term processes that will significantly influence people’s perceptions of local deities, their 
characteristics, and functions. Do individual choices and preferences prevail over collective identities in 
the Roman Empire compared to pre-Roman times? To examine these questions, this volume presents 
case studies that analyze individual actions in the religious sphere.

Religious Individualisation

Utilizing the Nag Hammadi codices and early Christian writings, this book explores the earliest 
development of Christianity in Alexandria.

Early Christianity in Alexandria

The studies in this volume share a focus on religion in the ancient Mediterranean world: How ritual, 
myth, spectatorship, and travel reflect the continual interaction of human beings with the richly fictive be-
ings who defined the boundaries of groups, access to the past, and mobility across land and seascapes. 
They share as well the methodological exploration of the intersection between human sciencesthe 
integration of numerous disciplines around the study of all aspects of human life from the biological to 
the culturaland the study of the past. In so doing, they continue a long dialogue that engages with critical 
models derived from specializations within history, philology, archaeology, sociology, and anthropology, 
and addresses, increasingly, the potentialities and pitfalls of quantitative and digital analyses. Many of 
the threads in this long conversation inform these chapters: the comparative project, human social 
evolution, disciplinary reflexivity, religion as an embedded, functional, and structural system, and the 
role for agency, networks, and materiality.

Data Science, Human Science, and Ancient Gods

This book uses network ideas to explore how the sea connected communities across the ancient 
Mediterranean. We look at the complexity of cultural interaction, and the diverse modes of maritime 
mobility through which people and objects moved. It will be of interest to Mediterranean specialists, 
ancient historians, and maritime archaeologists.

Maritime Networks in the Ancient Mediterranean World

The Cambridge Manual to Archaeological Network Science provides the first comprehensive guide to a 
field of research that has firmly established itself within archaeological practice in recent years. Network 
science methods are commonly used to explore big archaeological datasets and are essential for the 
formal study of past relational phenomena: social networks, transport systems, communication, and 
exchange. The volume offers a step-by-step description of network science methods and explores its 
theoretical foundations and applications in archaeological research, which are elaborately illustrated 
with archaeological examples. It also covers a vast range of network science techniques that can 
enhance archaeological research, including network data collection and management, exploratory net-
work analysis, sampling issues and sensitivity analysis, spatial networks, and network visualisation. An 
essential reference handbook for both beginning and experienced archaeological network researchers, 
the volume includes boxes with definitions, boxed examples, exercises, and online supplementary 
learning and teaching materials.

Network Science in Archaeology

A Companion to Ethnicity in the Ancient Mediterranean presents a comprehensive collection of essays 
contributed by Classical Studies scholars that explore questions relating to ethnicity in the ancient 
Mediterranean world. Covers topics of ethnicity in civilizations ranging from ancient Egypt and Israel, 
to Greece and Rome, and into Late Antiquity Features cutting-edge research on ethnicity relating to 



Philistine, Etruscan, and Phoenician identities Reveals the explicit relationships between ancient and 
modern ethnicities Introduces an interpretation of ethnicity as an active component of social identity 
Represents a fundamental questioning of formally accepted and fixed categories in the field

A Companion to Ethnicity in the Ancient Mediterranean

A reconsideration of the manifold interests of the central and controversial figure Pirro Ligorio, an 
ambiguous antagonist of the canon embodied by Michelangelo and one of the most fascinating and 
learned antiquarians in the entourage of Cardinal Alessandro Farnese.

Pirro Ligorio’s Worlds

Important examination of Roman imperial power structure

A Family of Gods

Explores the problems for studying art and religion in Eurasia arising from ancestral, colonial and 
post-colonial biases in historiography.

Empires of Faith in Late Antiquity

Challenges the consensus view of the urban character of early Christianity Demonstrates that almost 
every scenario in reconstructing early Christian growth is mathematically improbable and in many case 
impossible unless a rural dimension of the Christian movement is factored in Points to the likelihood 
that the marginal and the rustic made up a larger part of its membership than is generally recognized.

Who Were the First Christians?

15 Egyptological and Papyrological papers investigate a great variety of issues, including social and 
religious aspects of life in ancient Egypt, ritual and magic, language and literature, ideology of death, 
demonology, the iconographical tradition, and intercultural relations, ranging chronologically from the 
Prehistoric to the Coptic period.

Current Research in Egyptology 2021

Perhaps more than any other cause, the passage of texts from scroll to codex in late antiquity converted 
the Roman Empire from paganism to Christianity and enabled the worldwide spread of Christian faith. 
Guy Stroumsa describes how canonical scripture was established and how its interpretation replaced 
blood sacrifice in religious ritual.

The Scriptural Universe of Ancient Christianity

Ancient religions are definitely complex systems of gods, which resist our understanding. Divine names 
provide fundamental keys to gain access to the multiples ways gods were conceived, characterized, 
and organized. Among the names given to the gods many of them refer to spaces: cities, landscapes, 
sanctuaries, houses, cosmic elements. They reflect mental maps which need to be explored in order 
to gain new knowledge on both the structure of the pantheons and the human agency in the cultic 
dimension. By considering the intersection between naming and mapping, this book opens up new 
perspectives on how tradition and innovation, appropriation and creation play a role in the making 
of polytheistic and monotheistic religions. Far from being confined to sanctuaries, in fact, gods dwell 
in human environments in multiple ways. They move into imaginary spaces and explore the cosmos. 
By proposing a new and interdiciplinary angle of approach, which involves texts, images, spatial and 
archeaeological data, this book sheds light on ritual practices and representations of gods in the whole 
Mediterranean, from Italy to Mesopotamia, from Greece to North Africa and Egypt. Names and spaces 
enable to better define, differentiate, and connect gods.

Naming and Mapping the Gods in the Ancient Mediterranean

This Festschrift presents original research and new lines of inquiry on subjects related to Hellenistic 
philosophical texts and traditions, as well as early Christian literature and its cultural and intellectual 
environment.

Ancient Philosophy and Early Christianity



The first comprehensive account to explore the beginnings of early Christian history writing, tracing its 
origin to the Gospel of Mark and Luke-Acts When the Gospel writings were first produced, Christian 
thinking was already cognizant of its relationship to ancient memorial cultures and history-writing 
traditions. Yet, little has been written about exactly what shaped the development of early Christian 
literary memory. In this eye-opening new study, Eve-Marie Becker explores the diverse ways in which 
history was written according to the Hellenistic literary tradition, focusing specifically on the time during 
which the New Testament writings came into being: from the mid-first century until the early second 
century CE. While acknowledging cases of historical awareness in other New Testament writings, 
Becker traces the origins of this historiographical approach to the Gospel of Mark and Luke-Acts. 
Offering a bold new framework, Becker shows how the earliest Christian writings shaped “Christian” 
thinking and writing about history.

The Birth of Christian History

First edition published by Oxford University, 2012.

Rome

This selection of essays by Luther Martin brings together studies from throughout his career--both 
early as well as more recent--in the various areas of Graeco-Roman religions, including mystery 
cults, Judaism, Christianity, and Gnosticism. It is hoped that these studies, which represent spatial, 
communal, and cognitive approaches to the study of ancient religions might be of interest to those 
concerned with the structures and dynamics of religions past in general, as well as to scholars who 
might, with more recent historical research, confirm, evaluate, extend, or refute the hypotheses offered 
here, for that is the way scholars work and by which scholarship proceeds.

Studies in Hellenistic Religions

This book addresses Social Network Analysis (SNA) as a methodological approach in the field of 
Egyptology, exploring its possibilities, limitations, and applications within the discipline. Social Network 
Analysis is a sociological, graph theory-based approach used to investigate social structures created 
by patterns of relationships (ties or links) between actors (nodes), which has been utilised by scholars in 
other areas of ancient history. The book first provides readers with basic information on the theoretical 
background of methods applied in SNA, as well as network theory and Actor-Network Theory (ANT) 
more generally. It discusses the history of SNA specifically within the discipline of Egyptology, evaluating 
the advantages and limitations of this approach when applied to different types of datasets, such as 
written sources and material records. The author then explores a case study, examining the potential 
of network modelling on datasets from the Abydos votive zone during the Middle Kingdom period (c. 
2040-1750 BC). The book highlights how SNA and network theory can be useful supplementary tools 
alongside more traditional research approaches in Egyptology for a more comprehensive understand-
ing of social relations and interconnections in ancient contexts. Social Network Analysis and Egyptology 
is suitable for students and scholars working on Egyptology who are interested in SNA methodology, as 
well as those working on Classical and Ancient Near Eastern archaeology and history. It also appeals 
to those interested in network research and theory more broadly. Colour versions of images in this 
book can be found in the Support Material: www.routledge.com/9781032599632.

Social Network Analysis and Egyptology

Pilgrimage and Economy in the Ancient Mediterranean brings together diverse scholarship to explore 
the socioeconomic dynamics of ancient Mediterranean pilgrimage from archaic Greece to Late Antiq-
uity, the Greek mainland to Egypt and the Near East.

Pilgrimage and Economy in the Ancient Mediterranean

Gospel writing always follows Gospel reading, a complex literary act of reception that interprets the 
theological significance of Jesus. This volume seek to demonstrate the intricate dynamics of this 
controversial figure's theological and textual reception through foundational essays on specific texts 
and themes.

Gospel Reading and Reception in Early Christian Literature



The Handbook of Ancient Afro-Eurasian Economies offers in three volumes the first comprehensive 
discussion of economic development in the empires of the Afro-Eurasian world region to elucidate the 
conditions under which large quantities of goods and people moved across continents and between 
empires. Volume 3: Frontier-Zone Processes and Transimperial Exchange analyzes frontier zones 
as particular landscapes of encounter, economic development, and transimperial network formation. 
The chapters offer problematizing approaches to frontier zone processes as part of and in between 
empires, with the goal of better understanding how and why goods and resources moved across the 
Afro-Eurasian region. Key frontiers in mountains and steppes, along coasts, rivers, and deserts are 
investigated in depth, demonstrating how local landscapes, politics, and pathways explain network 
practices and participation in long-distance trade. The chapters seek to retrieve local knowledge ig-
nored in popular Silk Road models and to show the potential of frontier-zone research for understanding 
the Afro-Eurasian region as a connected space.

Handbook of Ancient Afro-Eurasian Economies
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