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Explore the multifaceted concept of information structure and its expression, detailing how data 
and linguistic elements are organized to effectively convey meaning. This topic delves into the core 
principles of expressing information, crucial for communication theory, linguistic structure, and effective 
information design across various media.
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The Expression of Information Structure

Information structure deals with the linguistic forms and techniques that support the integration of 
what is said into the current informational and attentional state of the addressee. This shows in 
categories like topic-comment structuring, focus to highlight expressions, marking of givenness and 
of presupposed information, and ways to indicate that the information provided is restricted. The book 
relates infor-mation structure to theoretical models of grammar, to computation and modelling and 
brings together what is known about the expression of information structure in human language with 
regard to its empirical investigation, its psycholinguistic aspects and the acquisition of information 
structure. Since the need to integrate what is said into the informational and attentional state of the 
addressee is central to all human communication, it is not surprising that all natural languages have 
developed devices to express information structural cate-gories. To illustrate this, the book also provides 
concrete and theory independent descriptions of the information structural encoding strategies of 
individual languages of different types . The book can be used as a textbook appropriate for advanced 
undergraduate and graduate courses; it also provides information for linguists that are not specialists 
in the field.

The Oxford Handbook of Information Structure

"Researchers survey the main theories of information structure in syntax, phonology, and semantics 
as well as perspectives from psycholinguistics and other relevant fields"--Del editor.

Information Structure and Sentence Form

Why do speakers of all languages use different grammatical structures under different communicative 
circumstances to express the same idea? Professor Lambrecht explores the relationship between the 
structure of the sentence and the linguistic and extra-linguistic context in which it is used. His analysis 
is based on the observation that the structure of a sentence reflects a speaker's assumption about 
the hearer's state of knowledge and consciousness at the time of the utterance. This relationship 
between speaker assumptions and formal sentence structure is governed by rules and conventions of 
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grammar, in a component called 'information structure'. Four independent but interrelated categories 
are analysed: presupposition and assertion, identifiability and activation, topic, and focus.

Information Structure and Sentence Form

Why do speakers of all languages use different grammatical structures under different communicative 
circumstances to express the same idea? Professor Lambrecht explores the relationship between the 
structure of the sentence and the linguistic and extra-linguistic context in which it is used. His analysis 
is based on the observation that the structure of a sentence reflects a speaker's assumption about 
the hearer's state of knowledge and consciousness at the time of the utterance. This relationship 
between speaker assumptions and formal sentence structure is governed by rules and conventions of 
grammar, in a component called 'information structure'. Four independent but interrelated categories 
are analysed: presupposition and assertion, identifiability and activation, topic, and focus.

The Expression of Information Structure
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Information Structure and Agreement

Consists of thirteen contributions that focuses on the trends of information structure and agreement, 
couched in the present developments of Minimalism, Cartography, and Optimality. In this book, chapters 
deal with notion of agreement and its role in syntax of specific constructions such as applicatives and 
correlatives.

A Derivational Syntax for Information Structure

In this volume, Luis LoUez sheds new light on information structure. He presents a model of syntax-in-
formation structure interaction and argues that this interaction takes place at the phase level, with a 
privileged role for the edge of the phase.

Information Structure

A collection of overviews of approaches to the formal expression of information structure in natural 
language and its interaction with general principles of human cognition and communication.

The Cambridge Handbook of Pragmatics

Pragmatics is the study of human communication: the choices speakers make to express their intended 
meaning and the kinds of inferences that hearers draw from an utterance in the context of its use. This 
Handbook surveys pragmatics from different perspectives, presenting the main theories in pragmatic 
research, incorporating seminal research as well as cutting-edge solutions. It addresses questions 
of rational and empirical research methods, what counts as an adequate and successful pragmatic 
theory, and how to go about answering problems raised in pragmatic theory. In the fast-developing field 
of pragmatics, this Handbook fills the gap in the market for a one-stop resource to the wide scope 
of today's research and the intricacy of the many theoretical debates. It is an authoritative guide for 
graduate students and researchers with its focus on the areas and theories that will mark progress in 
pragmatic research in the future.

Content, Expression and Structure

This collection of papers offers an alternative to mainstream functional linguistics on two points. 
Especially in American linguistics, function and structure are often viewed almost as polar opposites; 
in addition, structure is often understood as being only a matter of linguistic form — or expression 
— as opposed to content. The book tries to illustrate why function and structure must be understood 
as mutually dependent in relation to language — and why the most interesting aspect of language 
structure is the way it structures the content side of language. In this, the book represents a reaffirmation 
of traditional concerns in structural linguistics, especially with respect to the structural integrity of 
individual languages — but with a reversal of traditional priority: structure is not autonomous, but 
must be understood on the basis of function. Without being hostile to typological and universal 
generalizations, the articles suggest that similarities between languages can only be responsibly 
discussed on the basis of an understanding that includes a respect for language differences. The book 



contains discussions of a number of different languages including Nahuatl, Danish Sign Language, 
French, and Tlapanec, and focuses on the way meaning is organized in the grammar of Danish. A final 
section sums up theoretical perspectives.

The Cambridge Handbook of Formal Semantics

Formal semantics - the scientific study of meaning in natural language - is one of the most fundamental 
and long-established areas of linguistics. This Handbook offers a comprehensive, yet compact guide 
to the field, bringing together research from a wide range of world-leading experts. Chapters include 
coverage of the historical context and foundation of contemporary formal semantics, a survey of the 
variety of formal/logical approaches to linguistic meaning and an overview of the major areas of 
research within current semantic theory, broadly conceived. The Handbook also explores the interfaces 
between semantics and neighbouring disciplines, including research in cognition and computation. 
This work will be essential reading for students and researchers working in linguistics, philosophy, 
psychology and computer science.

Comparative and Contrastive Studies of Information Structure

"The present book contains a selection of articles based on papers presented at the conference on 
'Contrastive Information Structure Analysis' organised by Carsten Breul at the University of Wuppertal 
in March 2008"--Pref.

The Cambridge Handbook of Generative Syntax

Syntax – the study of sentence structure – has been at the centre of generative linguistics from its 
inception and has developed rapidly and in various directions. The Cambridge Handbook of Generative 
Syntax provides a historical context for what is happening in the field of generative syntax today, a 
survey of the various generative approaches to syntactic structure available in the literature and an 
overview of the state of the art in the principal modules of the theory and the interfaces with semantics, 
phonology, information structure and sentence processing, as well as linguistic variation and language 
acquisition. This indispensable resource for advanced students, professional linguists (generative and 
non-generative alike) and scholars in related fields of inquiry presents a comprehensive survey of the 
field of generative syntactic research in all its variety, written by leading experts and providing a proper 
sense of the range of syntactic theories calling themselves generative.

The Oxford Handbook of Construction Grammar

The last decade has seen a rise in popularity in construction-based approaches to grammar. The 
various approaches within the rubric 'construction grammar' all see language as a network of con-
structions-pairings of form and meaning. Construction Grammar, as a kind of cognitive linguistics, 
differs significantly from mainstream generative grammar as espoused by Chomsky and his followers. 
Advocates of Construction Grammar see it as a psychologically plausible theory of human language. 
As such, it is capable of providing a principled account of language acquisition, language variation 
and language change. Research in Construction Grammar also includes multidisciplinary cognitive 
studies in psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, and computational linguistics. The Oxford Handbook 
of Construction Grammar is the first authoritative reference work solely dedicated to Construction 
Grammar. Divided into five sections, the book will be an invaluable resource that students and scholars 
alike can turn to for a comprehensive account of current work on Construction Grammar, its theoretical 
foundations, and its applications to and relationship with other kinds of linguistic enquiry.

Information Structure and Syntactic Change in the History of English

The unifying topic of this volume is the role of information structure, broadly conceived, as it interacts 
with the other levels of linguistic description, syntax, morphology, prosody, semantics and pragmatics.

Information Structure and the Dynamics of Language Acquisition

The papers in this volume focus on the impact of information structure on language acquisition, thereby 
taking different linguistic approaches into account. They start from an empirical point of view, and 
examine data from natural first and second language acquisition, which cover a wide range of varieties, 
from early learner language to native speaker production and from gesture to Creole prototypes. 
The central theme is the interplay between principles of information structure and linguistic structure 



and its impact on the functioning and development of the learner's system. The papers examine 
language-internal explanatory factors and in particular the communicative and structural forces that 
push and shape the acquisition process, and its outcome. On the theoretical level, the approach 
adopted appeals both to formal and communicative constraints on a learner s language in use. Two 
empirical domains provide a 'testing ground' for the respective weight of grammatical versus functional 
determinants in the acquisition process: (1) the expression of finiteness and scope relations at the 
utterance level and (2) the expression of anaphoric relations at the discourse level.

Objects and Information Structure

A cross-linguistic study of how objects are affected by information structure.

The Oxford Handbook of Language Prosody

This handbook presents detailed accounts of current research in all aspects of language prosody, 
written by leading experts from different disciplines. The volume's comprehensive coverage and multi-
disciplinary approach will make it an invaluable resource for all researchers, students, and practitioners 
interested in prosody.

Information Structure and Language Change

The series publishes state-of-the-art work on core areas of linguistics across theoretical frameworks 
as well as studies that provide new insights by building bridges to neighbouring fields such as 
neuroscience and cognitive science. The series considers itself a forum for cutting-edge research 
based on solid empirical data on language in its various manifestations, including sign languages. It 
regards linguistic variation in its synchronic and diachronic dimensions as well as in its social contexts 
as important sources of insight for a better understanding of the design of linguistic systems and the 
ecology and evolution of language.

Unity and Diversity of Languages

The Permanent International Committee of Linguists (Comité International Permanent des Linguistes, 
CIPL) has organized the 18th Congress of Linguists in Seoul (July 21-26, 2008), in close collaboration 
with the Linguistic Society of Korea. In this book one finds the invited talks which address hot topics 
in various subdisciplines presented by outstanding and internationally well known experts. In addition, 
the state-of-the-art papers provide an overview of the most important research areas of contemporary 
linguistics.

Discourse-Related Features and Functional Projections

In this volume Silvio Cruschina uses a comparative analysis to determine the syntax of the functional 
projections associated with discourse-related features, and to account for the marked word orders 
found in Romance - particularly in the fronting phenomena. Several language-specific analyses of 
discourse-related phenomena have been proposed in the literature, including studies on the notions 
of topic and focus in Romance, but the lack of a uniform definition of these notions, together with 
different assumptions in relation to the triggering features, has led to the perception that the Romance 
languages show many distinct and heterogeneous properties with respect to dislocation and fronting 
constructions. This volume is intended to complement the existing literature by integrating recent work 
on the topic and by emphasizing original and unifying reflections that combine and coordinate diverse 
elements. Cruschina's investigations clarify fundamental notions such as topic, focus, and contrast, 
drawing on new data from Sicilian, Sardinian, and other Romance varieties.

Reference in Discourse

This is the first full study of how people refer to entities in natural discourse. It contributes to the 
understanding of both linguistic diversity and the cognitive underpinnings of language and it provides 
a framework for further research in both fields. Andrej Kibrik focuses on the way specific entities are 
mentioned in natural discourse, during which about every third word usually depends on referential 
choice. He considers reference as an overt representation of underlying cognitive processes and 
combines a theoretically-oriented cognitive approach with empirically-based cross-linguistic analysis. 
He begins by introducing the cognitive approach to discourse analysis and by examining the rela-
tionship between discourse studies and linguistic typology. He discusses reference as a linguistic 



phenomenon, in connection with the traditional notions of deixis, anaphora, givenness, and topicality, 
and describes the way his theoretical approach is centered on notions of referent activation in working 
memory. He argues that the speaker is responsible for the shape of discourse and that referential 
expressions should be understood as choices made by speakers rather than as puzzles to be solved 
by addressees. Kibrik examines the cross-linguistic aspects of reference and the typology of referential 
devices, including referring expressions per se, such as free and bound pronouns, and referential aids 
that help to tell apart the concurrently activated entities. This discussion is based on the data from about 
200 languages from around the world. He then proposes a comprehensive model of referential choice, 
in which he draws on concepts from cognitive linguistics, psycholinguistics, cognitive psychology, and 
cognitive neuroscience, and applies this to Russian and English. He also draws together his empirical 
analyses in order to examine what light his analysis of discourse can shed on the way information is 
processed in working memory. In the final part of the book Andrej Kibrik offers a wider perspective, 
including deixis, referential aspects of gesticulation and signed languages. This pioneering work will 
interest linguists and cognitive scientists interested in discourse, reference, typology, and the operations 
of working memory in linguistic communication.

Discourse and Word Order

Integrating various aspects of human communication traditionally treated in a number of separate 
disciplines, Olga T. Yokoyama develops a universal model of the smallest unit of informational discourse, 
and uncovers the regularities that govern the intentional verbal transfer of knowledge from one inter-
locutor to another. The author then places these processes within a new framework of Communicational 
Competence, which legitimizes certain nebulous but important linguistic phenomena hitherto caught 
in a noman's land between the formal and functional approaches to language. Russian word order, 
a classical problem of Slavic linguistics, is subjected to a rigorous examination within this theoretical 
framework; Yokoyama demonstrates how this “free word order language” can only be described by 
taking into account such generally neglected factors as the speakers' subjectivity and attitude. Of 
particular interest to Slavists is a new generative theory of Russian intonation, which is consistently 
incorporated into the description of Russian word order.

Information Structuring in Discourse

This collection presents current work on discourse structuring from a theoretical as well as a processing 
perspective. The main objectives are the investigation of appropriate levels of analysis for discourse 
segmentation and criteria for the identification of basic discourse units.

Advances in formal Slavic linguistics 2018

Advances in Formal Slavic Linguistics 2018 offers a selection of articles that were prepared on the 
basis of talks presented at the conference Formal Description of Slavic Languages (FDSL 13) or 
at the parallel Workshop on the Semantics of Noun Phrases, which were held on December 5–7, 
2018, at the University of Göttingen. The volume covers a wide array of topics, such as situation 
relativization with adverbial clauses (causation, concession, counterfactuality, condition, and purpose), 
clause-embedding by means of a correlate, agreeing vs. transitive ‘need’ constructions, clitic doubling, 
affixation and aspect, evidentiality and mirativity, pragmatics coming with the particle li, uniqueness, 
definiteness, maximal interpretation (exhaustivity), kinds and subkinds, bare nominals, multiple de-
termination, quantification, demonstratives, possessives, complex measure nouns, and the NP/DP 
parameter. The set of object languages comprises Russian, Czech, Polish, Bulgarian, Macedonian, 
Serbo-Croatian, and Torlak Serbian. The numerous topics addressed demonstrate the importance of 
Slavic linguistics. The original analyses prove that substantial progress has been made in major fields 
of research.

Intonation and Prosodic Structure

This book provides a state-of-the-art survey of intonation and prosody from a phonological perspective, 
for advanced students and researchers in phonology.

Looking at Language

The volume presents an essential selection collected from the essays of Wolfgang Klein. In addition to 
journal and book articles, many of them published by Mouton, this book features new and unpublished 



texts by the author. It focuses, among other topics, on information structure, the expression of gram-
matical categories and the structure of learner varieties.

Information Structure in Lesser-described Languages

The articles compiled in this volume offer new insights into the wealth of prosodic and syntactic phe-
nomena involved in the encoding of information structure categories. They present data from languages 
which are rarely, if ever, taken into account in the most prominent approaches in information structure 
theory, and which belong to the Afroasiatic, Amerindian, Australian, Caucasian, and Niger-Congo lan-
guage stocks. In addition to the significant descriptive value of these pioneering contributions, several 
studies also draw attention to previously undescribed or typologically rare phenomena. By adapting 
a variety of methods to under-described and endangered languages, ranging from experimental to 
naturalistic corpus studies, this volume also aims to serve as an invitation for further research in this 
direction.

The Syntax of Topic, Focus, and Contrast

This book addresses how core notions of information structure (topic, focus and contrast) are expressed 
in syntax. The authors propose that the syntactic effects of information structure come about as a 
result of mapping rules that are flexible enough to allow topics and foci to be expressed in a variety of 
positions, but strict enough to capture certain cross-linguistic generalisations about their distribution. 
In particular, the papers argue that only contrastive topics and contrastive foci undergo movement 
and that this is because such movement has the function of marking the scope of contrast. Several 
predications are derived from this proposal: such as that a focus cannot move across a topic – whether 
the latter is in situ or not. Syntactic and semantic evidence in support of this proposal is presented from 
a wide range of languages (including Dutch, English, Japanese, Korean and Russian) and theoretical 
consequences explored. The first chapter not only outlines its theoretical aims, but also provides an 
introduction to information structure. As a consequence, the book is accessible to advanced students 
as well as professional linguists.

Information Structure in Sara-Bagirmi

Meaning is a fundamental concept in Natural Language Processing (NLP), in the tasks of both Natural 
Language Understanding (NLU) and Natural Language Generation (NLG). This is because the aims 
of these fields are to build systems that understand what people mean when they speak or write, and 
that can produce linguistic strings that successfully express to people the intended content. In order for 
NLP to scale beyond partial, task-specific solutions, researchers in these fields must be informed by 
what is known about how humans use language to express and understand communicative intents. The 
purpose of this book is to present a selection of useful information about semantics and pragmatics, 
as understood in linguistics, in a way that's accessible to and useful for NLP practitioners with minimal 
(or even no) prior training in linguistics.

Linguistic Fundamentals for Natural Language Processing II

The volume presents recent results in the field of Information Structure based on research on Italian 
and Italian dialects, and on further studies on several typologically different languages. The central idea 
is that Information Structure is not an exclusive matter of syntax but an interface issue which involves 
the interplay of at least the phonological, morpho-syntactic and semantic-pragmatic levels of analysis. 
In addition, the volume is based on the study of actual language use and it adopts a cross-linguistic 
point of view.

Information Structure and its Interfaces

This volume provides a guide to what we know about the interplay between prosody-stress, phrasing, 
and melody-and interpretation-felicity in discourse, inferences, and emphasis. Speakers can modulate 
the meaning and effects of their utterances by changing the location of stress or of pauses, and 
by choosing the melody of their sentences. Although these factors often do not change the literal 
meaning of what is said, linguists have in recent years found tools and models to describe these 
more elusive aspects of linguistic meaning. This volume provides a guide to what we know about 
the interplay between prosody-stress, phrasing, and melody-and interpretation-felicity in discourse, 
inferences, and emphasis. Daniel Buring presents the main phenomena involved, and introduces 



the details of current formal analyses of prosodic structure, relevant aspects of discourse structure, 
intonational meaning, and, most importantly, the relations between them. He explains and compares 
the most influential theories in these areas, and outlines the questions that remain open for future 
research. This wide-ranging book involves aspects of phonetics, phonology, syntax, semantics, and 
pragmatics, and will be of interest to researchers and students in all of these fields, from advanced 
undergraduate level upwards.

Intonation and Meaning

Diversity in African Languages contains a selection of revised papers from the 46th Annual Conference 
on African Linguistics, held at the University of Oregon. Most chapters focus on single languages, 
addressing diverse aspects of their phonology, morphology, semantics, syntax, information structure, 
or historical development. These chapters represent nine different genera: Mande, Gur, Kwa, Edoid, 
Bantu, Nilotic, Gumuzic, Cushitic, and Omotic. Other chapters investigate a mix of languages and 
families, moving from typological issues to sociolinguistic and inter-ethnic factors that affect language 
and accent switching. Some chapters are primarily descriptive, while others push forward the theoretical 
understanding of tone, semantic problems, discourse related structures, and other linguistic systems. 
The papers on Bantu languages reflect something of the internal richness and continued fascination of 
the family for linguists, as well as maturation of research on the family. The distribution of other papers 
highlights the need for intensified research into all the language families of Africa, including basic 
documentation, in order to comprehend linguistic diversities and convergences across the continent. 
In this regard, the chapter on Daats’i�in (Gumuzic) stands out as the first-ever published article on this 
hitherto unknown and endangered language found in the Ethiopian-Sudanese border lands.

Diversity in African languages

This volume offers a critical appraisal of the tension between theory and empirical evidence in research 
on information structure. The relevance of ‘unexpected’ data taken into account in the last decades, such 
as the well-known case of non-focalizing cleft sentences in Germanic and Romance, has increasingly 
led us to give more weight to explanations involving inferential reasoning, discourse organization 
and speakers’ rhetorical strategies, thus moving away from ‘sentence-based’ perspectives. At the 
same time, this shift towards pragmatic complexity has introduced new challenges to well-established 
information-structural categories, such as Focus and Topic, to the point that some scholars nowadays 
even doubt about their descriptive and theoretical usefulness. This book brings together researchers 
working in different frameworks and delving into cross-linguistic as well as language-internal variation 
and language contact. Despite their differences, all contributions are committed to the same underlying 
goal: appreciating the relation between linguistic structures and their context based on a firm empirical 
grounding and on theoretical models that are able to account for the challenges and richness of 
language use.

Grammar and Information Structure

Now in paperback for the first time since its original publication, the material gathered here is perfect 
for anyone who needs a detailed and accessible introduction to the important semantic theories. 
Designed for a wide audience, it will be of great value to linguists, cognitive scientists, philosophers, 
and computer scientists working on natural language. The book covers theories of lexical semantics, 
cognitively oriented approaches to semantics, compositional theories of sentence semantics, and 
discourse semantics. This clear, elegant explanation of the key theories in semantics research is 
essential reading for anyone working in the area.

When Data Challenges Theory

Distills key concepts from linear algebra, geometry, matrices, calculus, optimization, probability and 
statistics that are used in machine learning.

Semantics - Theories

DOES DISCOURSE HAVE A 'STRUCTURE'? HARRIS'S REVOLUTION IN LINGUISTICS As a fresh-
man back in 1947 I discovered that within the various academic divisions and subdivisions of the 
University of Pennsylvania there existed a something (it was not a Department, but a piece of the 
Anthropology Department) called 'Linguistic Analysis'. I was an untalented but enthusiastic student 



of Greek and a slightly more talented student of German, as well as the son of a translator, so the 
idea of 'Linguistic Analysis' attracted me, sight unseen, and I signed up for a course. It turned out that 
'Linguistic Analysis' was essentially a graduate program - I and another undergraduate called Noam 
Chomsky were the only two undergraduates who took courses in Linguistic Analysis - and also that it 
was essentially a one-man show: a professor named Zellig Harris taught all the courses with the aid of 
graduate Teaching Fellows (and possibly - I am not sure - one Assistant Professor). The technicalities 
of Linguistic Analysis were formidable, and I never did master them all. But the powerful intellect and 
personality of Zellig Harris drew me like a lodestone, and, although I majored in Philosophy, I took every 
course there was to take in Linguistic Analysis from then until my gradua tion. What 'Linguistics' was 
like before Zellig Harris is something not many people care to remember today.

Mathematics for Machine Learning

The authors of this book share a common interest in the following topics: the importance of corpora 
compilation for the empirical study of human language; the importance of pragmatic categories such as 
emotion, attitude, illocution and information structure in linguistic theory; and a passionate belief in the 
central role of prosody for the analysis of speech. Four distinct sections (spoken corpora compilation; 
spoken corpora annotation; prosody; and syntax and information structure) give the book the structure 
in which the authors present innovative methodologies that focus on the compilation of third generation 
spoken corpora; multilevel spoken corpora annotation and its functions; and additionally a debate is 
initiated about the reference unit in the study of spoken language via information structure. The book 
is accompanied by a web site with a rich array of audio/video files. The web site can be found at the 
following address: DOI: 10.1075/scl.61.media

The Form of Information in Science

Spoken Corpora and Linguistic Studies
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