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Ethno Erotic Economies

#ethno erotic economies #cultural sexuality markets #ethnic sex trade #indigenous erotic commerce #sex tourism
cultural impact

Delve into the intricate realm of ethno erotic economies, a fascinating intersection where cultural
identities, human sexuality, and economic systems converge. This field explores how diverse ethnic
traditions inform practices of desire and how these are, in turn, influenced by or integrated into various
forms of cultural sexuality markets or broader ethnic sex trade. Understanding these dynamics is crucial
for analyzing phenomena like indigenous erotic commerce and the sex tourism cultural impact across
global communities.

Each note is structured to summarize important concepts clearly and concisely.
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Ethno-erotic Economies

Ethno-erotic Economies explores a fascinating case of tourism focused on sex and culture in coastal
Kenya, where young men deploy stereotypes of African warriors to help them establish transactional
sexual relationships with European women. In bars and on beaches, young men deliberately cultivate
their images as sexually potent African men to attract women, sometimes for a night, in other cases for
long-term relationships. George Paul Meiu uses his deep familiarity with the communities these men
come from to explore the long-term effects of markets of ethnic culture and sexuality on a wide range
of aspects of life in rural Kenya, including kinship, ritual, gender, intimate affection, and conceptions of
aging. What happens to these communities when young men return with such surprising wealth? And
how do they use it to improve their social standing locally? By answering these questions, Ethno-erotic
Economies offers a complex look at how intimacy and ethnicity come together to shape the pathways
of global and local trade in the postcolonial world.

Ethno-erotic Economies: Crafting Samburu Futures in Postcolonial Kenya

This dissertation examines how a people long venerated and vilified for their ethnic and sexual
difference use that very same difference to produce livelihoods. Since the 1980s, young men from the
Samburu District of northern Kenya migrated to beach resorts to sell souvenirs and perform traditional
dances for tourists. They sought to capitalize on the colonial image of the exotic Maa-speaking male
"warrior" or moran, who had become a core brand of East Africa as a tourist destination. Most of them
hoped to meet European women for transactional sex. As more and more women from Western Europe
had relationships with Samburu men, some of these men acquired spectacular wealth in a very short
time. Through gifts of money from their partners, men built houses, bought land, livestock, and cars, and
opened various businesses. Many of them paid bridewealth and married one or two local wives. Some
jumped across age grades by paying for an early initiation into elderhood. Others funded elections
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and became regional councilors. In a time when most people in Samburu District struggled to produce
livelihoods in face of a declining cattle economy, rapid population growth, the alienation of land, and
unemployment, the wealth of these "young big-men" became a salient object of moral contestation.

Techniques of Pleasure

In this lively ethnography, Weiss studies the pansexual BDSM community in the San Francisco Bay
Area. Weiss finds that BDSM practice is not as transgressive as the participants imagine, nor is it
simply reinforcing of older forms of social domination. Instead she shows how fantasy play depends on
pre-existing social hierarchies, even as it also participates in a commodification of desires.

A Companion to the Anthropology of Africa

An essential collection of scholarly essays on the anthropology of Africa, offering a thorough introduc-
tion to the most important topics in this evolving and diverse field of study The study of the cultures
of Africa has been central to the methodological and theoretical development of anthropology as a
discipline since the late 19th-century. As the anthropology of Africa has emerged as a distinct field

of study, anthropologists working in this tradition have strived to build a disciplinary conversation that
recognizes the diversity and complexity of modern and ancient African cultures while acknowledging
the effects of historical anthropology on the present and future of the field of study. A Companion to
the Anthropology of Africa is a collection of insightful essays covering the key questions and subjects
in the contemporary anthropology of Africa with a key focus on addressing the topics that define

the contemporary discipline. Written and edited by a team of leading cultural anthropologists, it is an
ideal introduction to the most important topics in the field, both those that have consistently been a
part of the critical dialogue and those that have emerged as the central questions of the discipline’s
future. Beginning with essays on the enduring topics in the study of African cultures, A Companion to
the Anthropology of Africa provides a foundation in the contemporary critical approach to subjects of
longstanding interest. With these subjects as a groundwork, later essays address decolonization, the
postcolonial experience, and questions of modern identity and definition, providing representation of
the diverse thinking and scholarship in the modern anthropology of Africa.

Innovating Development Strategies in Africa

This book examines postcolonial strategies for economic development in Africa from the 1960s to the
present day.

The Comforts of Home

"This history is . . . the first fully-fleshed story of African Nairobi in all of its complexity which foregrounds
African experiences. Given the overwhelming white dominance in the written sources, itis a remarkable
achievement."—Claire Robertson, International Journal of African Historical Studies "White's book
... takes a unique approach to a largely unexplored aspect of African History. It enhances our
understanding of African social history, political economy, and gender studies. It is a book that deserves
to be widely read."—Elizabeth Schmidt, American Historical Review

Beyond Surgery

Over the past few decades, maternal childbirth injuries have become a potent symbol of Western
biomedical intervention in Africa, affecting over one million women across the global south. West-
ern-funded hospitals have sprung up, offering surgical sutures that ostensibly allow women who suffer
from obstetric fistula to return to their communities in full health. Journalists, NGO staff, celebrities, and
some physicians have crafted a stock narrative around this injury, depicting afflicted women as victims
of a backward culture who have their fortunes dramatically reversed by Western aid. With Beyond
Surgery, medical anthropologist Anita Hannig unsettles this picture for the first time and reveals the
complicated truth behind the idea of biomedical intervention as quick-fix salvation. Through her in-depth
ethnography of two repair and rehabilitation centers operating in Ethiopia, Hannig takes the reader
deep into a world inside hospital walls, where women recount stories of loss and belonging, shame
and delight. As she chronicles the lived experiences of fistula patients in clinical treatment, Hannig
explores the danger of labeling “culture” the culprit, showing how this common argument ignores the
larger problem of insufficient medical access in rural Africa. Beyond Surgery portrays the complex
social outcomes of surgery in an effort to deepen our understanding of medical missions in Africa,



expose cultural biases, and clear the path toward more effective ways of delivering care to those who
need it most.

The Politics of Passion

The Politics of Passion centers on an old institution among the Afro-Surinamese working class in
which women have multiple sexual relationships with both men and women. These women reject
marriage because of the bonds of dependency it fosters, preferring to create their own families of kin,
lovers, and children. Gloria Wekker analyzes this phenomenon, known as mati work, as she vividly
describes the lives of Afro-Surinamese women. She gives an account of women's sexuality that is
not limited to either heterosexuality or same-sex sexuality. Her work offers new perspectives on black
women's sexuality, the lives of Caribbean women, transnational gay and lesbian movements, and

an Afro-Surinamese tradition that challenges conventional Western notions of marriage, gender, and
sexuality. By foregrounding the voices of Afro-Surinamese women, Wekker illuminates these women's
daily lives in light of the changes occurring in Surinamese society. She also considers the historical,
religious, psychological, economic, linguistic, cultural, and political elements that have shaped their
lives. The book concludes with stories of women who have migrated to the Netherlands, where they
have created new, vibrant mati communities.

Ethnicity, Commaodity, In/Corporation

In the economics of everyday life, even ethnicity has become a potential resource to be tapped,
generating new sources of profit and power, new ways of being social, and new visions of the future.
Throughout Africa, ethnic corporations have been repurposed to do business in mining or tourism; in
the USA, Native American groupings have expanded their involvement in gaming, design, and other
industries; and all over the world, the commaodification of culture has sown itself deeply into the domains
of everything from medicine to fashion. Ethnic groups increasingly seek empowerment by formally
incorporating themselves, by deploying their sovereign status for material ends, and by copyrighting
their cultural practices as intellectual property. Building on ethnographic case studies from Kenya,
Nepal, Peru, Russia, and many other countries, this collection poses the question: Does the turn to
the incorporation and commodification of ethnicity really herald a new historical moment in the global
politics of identity?

East Asian Sexualities

This book paints a vivid picture of women's active involvement in reshaping intimate and public sexual
life in East Asia. In bringing together exciting new feminist research on sexuality from East Asia and
making it available to a wider audience, East Asian Sexualities unsettles stereotypes, rectifies lack of
awareness and demonstrates that East Asia matters. The chapters address the diversity and variety of
everyday sexual lives and sexual politics in China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea and Japan. They range
from workplace sexual cultures, trans-national sexual relations, the conditions of sex-work and the
emergence of new sexual desires, cultures and movements. The contributors highlight the gendered
and sexual consequences of globalization and rapid social change. In doing so, they engage with
western debates on late modernity while also exploring the contested understandings of modernization
and westernization in the East. This is a collection which illuminates the local situations in which
women's sexual lives are lived and offers fresh perspectives on global issues.

Knowing Women

A study of same-sex passion, desire, and intimacy among working-class women who love women in
West Africa.

For Money and Elders

Many observers of Kenya's complicated history see causes for concern, from the use of public office
for private gain to a constitutional structure historically lopsided towards the executive branch. Yet
efforts from critics and academics to diagnose the country's problems do not often consider what
these fiscal and political issues mean to ordinary Kenyans. How do Kenyans express their own political
understanding, make sense of governance, and articulate what they expect from their leaders? In For
Money and Elders, Robert W. Blunt addresses these questions by turning to the political, economic,
and religious signs in circulation in Kenya today. He examines how Kenyans attempt to make sense



of political instability caused by the uncertainty of authority behind everything from currency to title
deeds. When the symbolic order of a society is up for grabs, he shows, violence may seem like an
expedient way to enforce the authority of signs. Drawing on fertile concepts of sovereignty, elderhood,
counterfeiting, acephaly, and more, Blunt explores phenomena as diverse as the destabilization of ritual
"oaths," public anxieties about Satanism with the advent of democratic reform, and mistrust of official
signs. The result is a fascinating glimpse into Kenya's past and present and a penetrating reflection on
meanings of violence in African politics.

Thinking Through Tourism

Summarising current debates and offering new approaches for this expanding field of study, Thinking
Through Tourism will appeal to students across a range of disciplines.

Zimbabwe's International Relations

A study of the state and international relations of Zimbabwe from the perspective of their citizens.

Readings in Sexualities from Africa

Images and stories about African sexuality abound in today's globalized media. Frequently old stereo-
types and popular opinion inform these stories, and sex in the media is predominately approached
as a problem in need of solutions and intervention. The authors gathered here refuse an easy
characterization of African sexuality and instead seek to understand the various erotic realities, sexual
practices, and gendered changes taking place across the continent. They present a nuanced and
comprehensive overview of the field of sex and sexuality in Africa to serve as a guide though the quickly
expanding literature. This collection offers a set of texts that use sexuality as a prism for studying how
communities coalesce against the canvas of larger political and economic contexts and how personal
lives evolve therein. Scholars working in Africa, the U.S., and Europe reflect on issues of representation,
health and bio-politics, same-sex relationships and identity, transactional economies of sex, religion
and tradition, and the importance of pleasure and agency. This multidimensional reader provides a
comprehensive view of sexuality from an African perspective.

Anthropology and Economy

Offering a uniquely cross-cultural perspective, renowned economic anthropologist Stephen Gudeman
presents a theory of economic crisis and lessons for its mitigation, in light of the recent global financial
crash. This compelling book is richly illustrated with examples from 'strange’' small-scale economies as
well as developed market economies.

Give a Man a Fish

In Give a Man a Fish James Ferguson examines the rise of social welfare programs in southern
Africa, in which states make cash payments to their low income citizens. More than thirty percent of
South Africa’'s population receive such payments, even as pundits elsewhere proclaim the neoliberal
death of the welfare state. These programs' successes at reducing poverty under conditions of mass
unemployment, Ferguson argues, provide an opportunity for rethinking contemporary capitalism and
for developing new forms of political mobilization. Interested in an emerging "politics of distribution,"”
Ferguson shows how new demands for direct income payments (including so-called "basic income")
require us to reexamine the relation between production and distribution, and to ask new questions
about markets, livelihoods, labor, and the future of progressive politics.

Ethnicity, Inc.

In Ethnicity, Inc. anthropologists John L. and Jean Comaroff analyze a new moment in the history

of human identity: its rampant commaodification. Through a wide-ranging exploration of the changing
relationship between culture and the market, they address a pressing question: Wherein lies the future
of ethnicity? Their account begins in South Africa, with the incorporation of an ethno-business in venture
capital by a group of traditional African chiefs. But their horizons are global: Native American casinos;
Scotland’s efforts to brand itself; a Zulu ethno-theme park named Shakaland; a world religion declared
to be intellectual property; a chiefdom made into a global business by means of its platinum holdings;
San “Bushmen” with patent rights potentially worth millions of dollars; nations acting as commercial
enterprises; and the rapid growth of marketing firms that target specific ethnic populations are just some



of the diverse examples that fall under the Comaroffs’ incisive scrutiny. These phenomena range from
the disturbing through the intriguing to the absurd. Through them, the Comaroffs trace the contradictory
effects of neoliberalism as it transforms identities and social being across the globe. Ethnicity, Inc. is
a penetrating account of the ways in which ethnic populations are remaking themselves in the image
of the corporation—while corporations coopt ethnic practices to open up new markets and regimes of
consumption. Intellectually rigorous but leavened with wit, this is a powerful, highly original portrayal of
a new world being born in a tectonic collision of culture, capitalism, and identity.

Race, Ethnicity, and Sexuality

What do race, ethnicity and nationalism have to do with sex, and vice versa? This title uses examples to
examine how sex shapes ideas and feelings about race, ethnicity and national identity and how sexual
images, fears and desires shape racial, ethnic and national stereotypes and conflicts.

Colonial Transformation of Kenya

This book takes an entirely new approach to the evolution of cities and of societies in premodern
periods. Refining the theory advanced in his earlier study of China and Japan, Gilbert Rozman
examines the development of Russia over several centuries with emphasis on the period immediately
preceding the Industrial Revolution. He makes possible comparison of urbanization in five countries
(including England and France as well as Russia) and develops a systematic framework for analyzing
cities of varying size. Treatment of Russia includes a history of urban development prior to 1750, an
examination of late eighteenth-century social structure as it related to cities, and a study of regional
variations in urbanization. The author presents a wealth of information until now unavailable in English.
Since this information is provided in a format similar to that used in the earlier book, data on Russia
can readily be placed in broad perspective. Comparisons with the other countries show that Russia's
development was less slow than has been supposed. Separate sections on England and France supply
estimates of the number of settlements at each level of their urban hierarchies. Originally published

in 1976. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press.
These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access
to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press
since its founding in 1905.

Temporarily Yours

Generations of social thinkers have assumed that access to legitimate paid employment and a decline
in the ‘double standard’ would eliminate the reasons behind women’s participation in prostitution.

Yet in both the developing world and in postindustrial cities of the West, sexual commerce has
continued to flourish, diversifying along technological, spatial, and social lines. In this deeply engaging
and theoretically provocative study, Elizabeth Bernstein examines the social features that undergird
the expansion and diversification of commercialized sex, demonstrating the ways that postindustrial
economic and cultural formations have spawned rapid and unforeseen changes in the forms, mean-
ings, and spatial organization of sexual labor. Drawing upon dynamic and innovative research with
sex workers, their clients, and state actors, Bernstein argues that in cities such as San Francisco,
Stockholm, and Amstersdam, the nature of what is purchased in commercial sexual encounters is
also new. Rather than the expedient exchange of cash for sexual relations, what sex workers are
increasingly paid to offer their clients is an erotic experience premised upon the performance of
authentic interpersonal connection. As such, contemporary sex markets are emblematic of a cultural
moment in which the boundaries between intimacy and commerce—and between public life and
private—have been radically redrawn. Not simply a compelling exploration of the changing landscape of
sex-work, Temporarily Yours ultimately lays bare the intimate intersections of political economy, desire,
and culture.



Women Reinventing Globalisation

This volume analyses approaches to economic and political change and propose ways of ensuring
that ideas are translated into concrete actions. The aim is to re-politicise the gender and development
community with a solutions-oriented approach which looks at globalisation through women's eyes, and
finds energising ideas.

Kenyan, Christian, Queer

Popular narratives cite religion as the driving force behind homophobia in Africa, portraying Christianity
and LGBT expression as incompatible. Without denying Christianity’s contribution to the stigma,
discrimination, and exclusion of same-sex-attracted and gender-variant people on the continent,
Adriaan van Klinken presents an alternative narrative, foregrounding the ways in which religion also
appears as a critical site of LGBT activism. Taking up the notion of “arts of resistance,” Kenyan,
Christian, Queer presents four case studies of grassroots LGBT activism through artistic and creative
expressions—including the literary and cultural work of Binyavanga Wainaina, the “Same Love” music
video produced by gay gospel musician George Barasa, the Stories of Our Lives anthology project,
and the LGBT-affirming Cosmopolitan Affirming Church. Through these case studies, Van Klinken
demonstrates how Kenyan traditions, black African identities, and Christian beliefs and practices

are being navigated, appropriated, and transformed in order to allow for queer Kenyan Christian
imaginations. Transdisciplinary in scope and poignantly intimate in tone, Kenyan, Christian, Queer
opens up critical avenues for rethinking the nature and future of the relationship between Christianity
and queer activism in Kenya and elsewhere in Africa.

A Coincidence of Desires

DIVANn anthropological examination of non-normative male sexuality outside of the "West," using
Indonesia as a case study./div

Ethnopornography

This volume's contributors explore the links among sexuality, ethnography, race, and colonial rule
through an examination of ethnopornography—the eroticized observation of the Other for supposedly
scientific or academic purposes. With topics that span the sixteenth century to the present in Latin
America, the United States, Australia, the Middle East, and West Africa, the contributors show how
ethnopornography is fundamental to the creation of race and colonialism as well as archival and
ethnographic knowledge. Among other topics, they analyze eighteenth-century European travelogues,
photography and the sexualization of African and African American women, representations of sodomy
throughout the Ottoman empire, racialized representations in a Brazilian gay pornographic magazine,
colonial desire in the 2007 pornographic film Gaytanamo, the relationship between sexual desire and
ethnographic fieldwork in Africa and Australia, and Franciscan friars' voyeuristic accounts of indigenous
people's “sinful” activities. Outlining how in the ethnopornographic encounter the reader or viewer
imagines direct contact with the Other from a distance, the contributors trace ethnopornography's role in
creating racial categories and its grounding in the relationship between colonialism and the erotic gaze.
In so doing, they theorize ethnography as a form of pornography that is both motivated by the desire
to render knowable the Other and invested with institutional power. Contributors. Joseph A. Boone,
Pernille Ipsen, Sidra Lawrence, Beatrix McBride, Mireille Miller-Young, Bryan Pitts, Helen Pringle, Pete
Sigal, Zeb Tortorici, Neil L. Whitehead

The City as Anthology

Household anthologies of seventeenth-century Isfahan collected everyday texts and objects, from

portraits, letters, and poems to marriage contracts and talismans. With these family collections, Kathryn
Babayan tells a new history of the city at the transformative moment it became a cosmopolitan center of
imperial rule. Bringing into view people's lives from a city with no extant state or civic archives, Babayan
reimagines the archive of anthologies to recover how residents shaped their communities and crafted
their urban, religious, and sexual selves. Babayan highlights eight residents—from king to widow,

painter to religious scholar, poet to bureaucrat—who anthologized their city, writing their engagements
with friends and family, divulging the many dimensions of the social, cultural, and religious spheres of
life in Isfahan. Through them, we see the gestures, manners, and sensibilities of a shared culture that
configured their relations and negotiated the lines between friendship and eroticism. These entangled



acts of seeing and reading, desiring and writing converge to fashion the refined urban self through the
sensual and the sexual—and give us a new and enticing view of the city of Isfahan.

Nation as Network

Nations, migration, and the world wide web of politics -- Infopolitics and sacrificial citizenship: sover-
eignty in spaces beyond the nation -- Diasporic citizenship and the public sphere: creating national
space online -- The mouse that roars: websites as an offshore platform for civil society -- Mourning
becomes electronic: representing the nation in a virtual war memorial -- Sex, lies, and cyberspace:
political participation and the "woman question."

Blood on the Runway

The contributors in Expanding and Restricting the Erotic offer a multidisciplinary perspective on the
ways in which what is considered acceptable within the realm of the erotic has altered over time to the
current situation where the erotic is being both expanded and restricted.

Expanding and Restricting the Erotic

An urgent call for everyone to find inventive ways to question the ethics of sexuality.

Fucking Law

Money, sex, and love: Are they merely "market forces" in transnational tourism?

Economies of Desire

Bangladesh was once East Pakistan, the Muslim nation carved out of the Indian Subcontinent when
it gained independence from Britain in 1947. As religion alone could not keep East Pakistan and West
Pakistan together, Bengali-speaking East Pakistan fought for and achieved liberation in 1971. Coups
and assassinations followed, and two decades later it completed its long, tumultuous transition to
parliamentary government. Its history is complex and tragic—one of war, natural disaster, starvation,
corruption, and political instability. First published in India by the Aleph Book Company, Salil Tripathi's
lyrical, beautifully wrought tale of the difficult birth and conflict-ridden politics of this haunted land has
received international critical acclaim, and his reporting has been honored with a Mumbai Press Club
Red Ink Award for Excellence in Journalism. The Colonel Who Would Not Repent is an insightful study
of a nation struggling to survive and define itself.

The Colonel Who Would Not Repent

"The essays in this collection are written to make readers (re)consider what is possible in Africa. The
essays shake the tree of received wisdom and received categories, and hone in on the complexities

of life under ecological and economic constraints. Yet, throughout this volume, people do not emerge
as victims, but rather as inventors, engineers, scientists, planners, writers, artists, and activists, or as
children, mothers, fathers, friends, or lovers - all as future-makers. It is precisely through agents such
as these that Africa is futuring: rethinking, living, confronting, imagining, and relating in the light of its
many emerging tomorrows"--

African Futures

The study of racial and ethnic relations has become one of the most written about aspects in sociology
and sociological research. In both North America and Europe, many "traditional” cultures are feeling
threatened by immigrants from Latin America, Africa and Asia. This handbook is a true international
collaboration looking at racial and ethnic relations from an academic perspective. It starts from the
principle that sociology is at the hub of the human sciences concerned with racial and ethnic relations.

Handbook of the Sociology of Racial and Ethnic Relations

The beating of Rodney King and the resulting riots in South Central Los Angeles. The violent clash
between Hasidim and African-Americans in Crown Heights. The boats of Haitian refugees being
turned away from the Land of Opportunity. These are among the many racially-charged images that
have burst across our television screens in the last year alone, images that show that for all our
complacent beliefs in a melting-pot society, race is as much of a problem as ever in America. In this



vastly important, widely-acclaimed volume, Kwame Anthony Appiah, a Ghanaian philosopher who now
teaches at Harvard, explores, in his words, "the possibilities and pitfalls of an African identity in the late
twentieth century.” In the process he sheds new light on what it means to be an African-American,

on the many preconceptions that have muddled discussions of race, Africa, and Afrocentrism since
the end of the nineteenth century, and, in the end, to move beyond the idea of race. In My Father's
House is especially wide-ranging, covering everything from Pan Africanism, to the works of early
African-American intellectuals such as Alexander Crummell and W.E.B. Du Bois, to the ways in which
African identity influences African literature. In his discussion of the latter subject, Appiah demonstrates
how attempts to construct a uniquely African literature have ignored not only the inescapable influences
that centuries of contact with the West have imposed, but also the multicultural nature of Africa itself.
Emphasizing this last point is Appiah's eloquent title essay which offers a fitting finale to the volume.
In a moving first-person account of his father's death and funeral in Ghana, Appiah offers a brilliant
metaphor for the tension between Africa's aspirations to modernity and its desire to draw on its ancient
cultural roots. During the Los Angeles riots, Rodney King appeared on television to make his now
famous plea: "People, can we all get along?" In this beautiful, elegantly written volume, Appiah steers
us along a path toward answering a question of the utmost importance to us all.

In My Father's House

Scholars have long recognized that ethnographic method is bound up with the construction of theory
in ways that are difficult to teach. The reason, Allaine Cerwonka and Liisa H. Malkki argue, is that
ethnographic theorization is essentially improvisatory in nature, conducted in real time and in neces-
sarily unpredictable social situations. In a unique account of, and critical reflection on, the process of
theoretical improvisation in ethnographic research, they demonstrate how both objects of analysis, and
our ways of knowing and explaining them, are created and discovered in the give and take of real life,
in all its unpredictability and immediacy. Improvising Theory centers on the year-long correspondence
between Cerwonka, then a graduate student in political science conducting research in Australia,
and her anthropologist mentor, Malkki. Through regular e-mail exchanges, Malkki attempted to teach
Cerwonka, then new to the discipline, the basic tools and subtle intuition needed for anthropological
fieldwork. The result is a strikingly original dissection of the processual ethics and politics of method in
ethnography.

The Baltic Sea Region

In Erotic Islands, Lyndon K. Gill maps a long queer presence at a crossroads of the Caribbean.

This transdisciplinary book foregrounds the queer histories of Carnival, calypso, and HIV/AIDS in

the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. At its heart is an extension of Audre Lorde's use of the erotic

as theory and methodology. Gill turns to lesbian/gay artistry and activism to insist on eros as an
intertwined political-sensual-spiritual lens through which to see self and society more clearly. This
analysis juxtaposes revered musician Calypso Rose, renowned mas man Peter Minshall, and resilient
HIV/AIDS organization Friends For Life. Erotic Islands traverses black studies, queer studies, and
anthropology toward an emergent black queer diaspora studies.

Improvising Theory

An analysis of the relationships between law, custom, gender, marriage and justice among northern
Tanzania’s Maasai communities. When, where, why, and by whom is law used to force desired social
change in the name of justice? Why has culture come to be seen as inherently oppressive to women?
In this finely crafted book, Dorothy L. Hodgson examines the history of legal ideas and institutions

in Tanzania—from customary law to human rights—as specific forms of justice that often reflect elite
ideas about gender, culture, and social change. Drawing on evidence from Maasai communities, she
explores how the legacies of colonial law-making continue to influence contemporary efforts to create
laws, codify marriage, criminalize FGM, and contest land grabs by state officials. Despite the easy
dismissal by elites of the priorities and perspectives of grassroots women, she shows how Maasai
women have always had powerful ways to confront and challenge injustice, express their priorities,
and reveal the limits of rights-based legal ideals. “This is a book that only Dorothy Hodgson could have
written, with her decades of work in Tanzania, vast networks in Maasailand, and deep ethnographic
knowledge, combined with her deftness in working through more theoretical work on gender and
human rights. Closely argued, conceptually sharp, and engagingly written.” —Brett Shadle, author

of Girl Cases: Marriage and Colonialism in Gusiiland, Kenya, 1890-1970 “Dorothy Hodgson asks a



number of important and clearly articulated questions, and provides thoughtful answers to them using
a hybrid of historical and anthropological methodologies that combine in-depth case studies with more
empirically-informed macro-level reflection. A concise and useful resource in the undergraduate as
well as the graduate classroom.” —Priya Lal, author of African Socialism in Postcolonial Tanzania:
Between the Village and the World “Gender, Justice, and the Problem of Culture makes a significant
contribution to the study of law in East Africa and elsewhere among colonized peoples, and it should be
required reading not only for academics interested in such matters but for activists and policymakers.”
—American Anthropologist “Hodgson’s book is both rich in detail and broad in its implications for
understanding struggles for justice for marginalised groups. It deserves the attention of students and
scholars of African studies, anthropology, history, political science and women’s and gender studies.”
—Journal of Modern African Studies

Erotic Islands

An illustrated exploration of fandom that combines academic essays with artist pages and experimental
texts. Fandom as Methodology examines fandom as a set of practices for approaching and writing about
art. The collection includes experimental texts, autobiography, fiction, and new academic perspectives
on fandom in and as art. Key to the idea of “fandom as methodology” is a focus on the potential

for fandom in art to create oppositional spaces, communities, and practices, particularly from queer
perspectives, but also through transnational, feminist and artist-of-color fandoms. The book provides a
range of examples of artists and writers working in this vein, as well as academic essays that explore
the ways in which fandom can be theorized as a methodology for art practice and art history. Fandom
as Methodology proposes that many artists and art writers already draw on affective strategies found
in fandom. With the current focus in many areas of art history, art writing, and performance studies
around affective engagement with artworks and imaginative potentials, fandom is a key methodology
that has yet to be explored. Interwoven into the academic essays are lavishly designed artist pages in
which artists offer an introduction to their use of fandom as methodology. Contributors Taylor J. Acosta,
Catherine Grant, Dominic Johnson, Kate Random Love, Maud Lavin, Owen G. Parry, Alice Butler,
Soodin Lee, Jenny Lin, Judy Batalion, lka Willis. Artists featured in the artist pages Jeremy Deller, Ego
Ahaiwe Sowinski, Anna Bunting-Branch, Maria Fusco, Cathy Lomax, Kamau Amu Patton, Holly Pester,
Dawn Mellor, Michelle Williams Gamaker, The Women of Colour Index Reading Group, Liv Wynter,
Zhiyuan Yang

Gender, Justice, and the Problem of Culture

Fandom as Methodology
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