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History in Mathematics Education

This ground-breaking book investigates how the learning and teaching of mathematics can be improved 
through integrating the history of mathematics into all aspects of mathematics education: lessons, 
homework, texts, lectures, projects, assessment, and curricula. It draws upon evidence from the 
experience of teachers as well as national curricula, textbooks, teacher education practices, and 
research perspectives across the world. It includes a 300-item annotated bibliography of recent work 
in the field in eight languages.

National Subcommissions of ICMI and their Role in the Reform of Mathematics Education

ICMI (or IMUK) was founded in 1908 and initiated the establishment of national subcommissions to 
launch national activities in response to the IMUK agenda and to promote the reform proposals within 
each member country.While ICMI’s activities were thoroughly studied, the activities of the national 
subcommissions are studied only very marginally. In the meantime, their work has been of major 
importance – both because of their role in exploring and documenting the development of mathematics 
education at the beginning of the 20th century, and because of the changes and new ideas which they 
brought to their countries. Importantly, even if some results of their activities were analyzed within their 
countries in the corresponding languages, almost nothing is known internationally. This book is planned 
to deepen our knowledge on at least some of the national subcommissions. The book will interest both 
researchers and others interested in mathematics education and its development.

The Role of the History of Mathematics in the Teaching/Learning Process

This volume presents multiple perspectives on the uses of the history of mathematics for teaching 
and learning, including the value of historical topics in challenging mathematics tasks, for provoking 
teachers’ reflection on the nature of mathematics, curriculum development questions that mirror 



earlier pedagogical choices in the history of mathematics education, and the history of technological 
innovations in the teaching and learning of mathematics. An ethnomathematical perspective on the 
history of mathematics challenges readers to appreciate the role of mathematics in perpetuating 
consequences of colonialism. Histories of the textbook and its uses offer interesting insights into how 
technology has changed the fundamental role of curriculum materials and classroom pedagogies. 
History is explored as a source for the training of teachers, for good puzzles and problems, and for 
a broad understanding of mathematics education policy. Third in a series of sourcebooks from the 
International Commission for the Study and Improvement of Mathematics Teaching, this collection of 
cutting-edge research, stories from the field, and policy implications is a contemporary and global 
perspective on current possibilities for the history of mathematics for mathematics education. This latest 
volume integrates discussions regarding history of mathematics, history of mathematics education 
and history of technology for education that have taken place at the Commission's recent annual 
conferences.

Mathematics Education as a Research Domain: A Search for Identity

No one disputes how important it is, in today's world, to prepare students to un derstand mathematics 
as well as to use and communicate mathematics in their future lives. That task is very difficult, however. 
Refocusing curricula on funda mental concepts, producing new teaching materials, and designing 
teaching units based on 'mathematicians' common sense' (or on logic) have not resulted in a better 
understanding of mathematics by more students. The failure of such efforts has raised questions sug-
gesting that what was missing at the outset of these proposals, designs, and productions was a more 
profound knowledge of the phenomena of learning and teaching mathematics in socially established 
and culturally, politically, and economically justified institutions - namely, schools. Such knowledge 
cannot be built by mere juxtaposition of theories in disci plines such as psychology, sociology, and 
mathematics. Psychological theories focus on the individual learner. Theories of sociology of education 
look at the general laws of curriculum development, the specifics of pedagogic discourse as opposed 
to scientific discourse in general, the different possible pedagogic rela tions between the teacher and 
the taught, and other general problems in the inter face between education and society. Mathematics, 
aside from its theoretical contents, can be looked at from historical and epistemological points of view, 
clarifying the genetic development of its concepts, methods, and theories. This view can shed some light 
on the meaning of mathematical concepts and on the difficulties students have in teaching approaches 
that disregard the genetic development of these concepts.

Investigations into Assessment in Mathematics Education

This book is one of the first to attempt a systematic in-depth analysis of assessment in mathematics 
education in most of its important aspects: it deals with assessment in mathematics education from 
historical, psychological, sociological, epistmological, ideological, and political perspectives. The book 
is based on work presented at an invited international ICMI seminar and includes chapters by a team of 
outstanding and prominent scholars in the field of mathematics education. Based on the observation 
of an increasing mismatch between the goals and accomplishments of mathematics education and 
prevalent assessment modes, the book assesses assessment in mathematics education and its effects. 
In so doing it pays particular attention to the need for and possibilities of assessing a much wider range 
of abilities than before, including understanding, problem solving and posing, modelling, and creativity. 
The book will be of particular interest to mathematics educators who are concerned with the role of 
assessment in mathematics education, especially as regards innovation, and to everybody working 
within the field of mathematics education and related areas: in R&D, curriculum planning, assessment 
institutions and agencies, teacher trainers, etc.

Task Design In Mathematics Education

*THIS BOOK IS AVAILABLE AS OPEN ACCESS BOOK ON SPRINGERLINK* This open access 
book is the product of ICMI Study 22 Task Design in Mathematics Education. The study offers a 
state-of-the-art summary of relevant research and goes beyond that to develop new insights and new 
areas of knowledge and study about task design. The authors represent a wide range of countries 
and cultures and are leading researchers, teachers and designers. In particular, the authors develop 
explicit understandings of the opportunities and difficulties involved in designing and implementing 
tasks and of the interfaces between the teaching, researching and designing roles – recognising that 
these might be undertaken by the same person or by completely separate teams. Tasks generate the 



activity through which learners meet mathematical concepts, ideas, strategies and learn to use and 
develop mathematical thinking and modes of enquiry. Teaching includes the selection, modification, 
design, sequencing, installation, observation and evaluation of tasks. The book illustrates how task 
design is core to effective teaching, whether the task is a complex, extended, investigation or a small 
part of a lesson; whether it is part of a curriculum system, such as a textbook, or promotes free standing 
activity; whether the task comes from published source or is devised by the teacher or the student.

Challenging Mathematics In and Beyond the Classroom

In the mid 1980s, the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI) inaugurated a 
series of studies in mathematics education by comm- sioning one on the influence of technology and 
informatics on mathematics and its teaching. These studies are designed to thoroughly explore topics 
of c- temporary interest, by gathering together a group of experts who prepare a Study Volume that 
provides a considered assessment of the current state and a guide to further developments. Studies 
have embraced a range of issues, some central, such as the teaching of algebra, some closely related, 
such as the impact of history and psychology, and some looking at mathematics education from a 
particular perspective, such as cultural differences between East and West. These studies have been 
commissioned at the rate of about one per year. Once the ICMI Executive decides on the topic, one 
or two chairs are selected and then, in consultation with them, an International Program Committee 
(IPC) of about 12 experts is formed. The IPC then meets and prepares a Discussion Document that 
sets forth the issues and invites interested parties to submit papers. These papers are the basis for 
invitations to a Study Conference, at which the various dimensions of the topic are explored and a 
book, the Study Volume, is sketched out. The book is then put together in collaboration, mainly using 
electronic communication. The entire process typically takes about six years.

History in Mathematics Education

This book is a collection of scholarly studies in the history of mathematics education, very abbreviated 
versions of which were presented at the ICMI Congress in 2021. The book discusses issues in 
education in Brazil and Belgium, in Poland and Spain, in Russia and the United States. Probably the 
main factor that unifies the chapters of the book is their attention to key moments in the formation of the 
field of mathematics education. Topics discussed in the book include the formation and development of 
mathematics education for women; the role of the research mathematician in the formation of standards 
for writing textbooks; the formation of curricula and the most active figures in this formation during 
the New Math period; the formation of certain distinctive features of curricula in Poland; the formation 
of the views of David Eugene Smith and the influence of European mathematics education on him; 
the formation of the American mathematics community; and the creation of such forms of student 
assessment as entrance exams to higher educational institutions. The book is of interest not only 
to historians of mathematics education, but also to wide segments of specialists in other areas of 
mathematics education.

Advances In The History Of Mathematics Education

Mathematics as a discipline has a long history, emerging from many cultures, with a truly universal 
character. Mathematicians throughout the world have a fundamentally common understanding of the 
nature of mathematics and of its central problems and methods. Research mathematicians in any part 
of the world are part of a cohesive intellectual community that communicates fluently. Among organi-
zations devoted to mathematics education, The International Commission on Mathematical Instruction 
(ICMI) is distinctive because of its close ties to the mathematics community. The great challenges now 
facing mathematics education around the world demand a deeper and more sensitive involvement of 
disciplinary mathematicians than we now have, both in the work of educational improvements and in 
research on the nature of teaching and learning.

Proceedings of the Ninth International Congress on Mathematical Education

The book presents the history of ICMI trough a prosopographical approach. In other words, it pays a 
lot of attention to the actors of the International movement. The portraits of the members of the ICMI 
Central Committees (1908-1936) and ICMI Executive Committees (1952-2008), and other eminent 
figures in ICMI history, who have passed away in the first 100 years of its life, are the guiding 
thread of the volume. Each portrait includes: · Biographical information · An outline of the various 
contributions made by the individual in question to the study of problems pertaining to mathematics 



teaching/education · Primary bibliography · Secondary with particular attention to the publications 
concerning the teaching of mathematics · Images: photos, book frontispieces, relevant manuscripts 
The authors of the portraits (30 altogether) are researchers in the history of mathematics, mathematics, 
and mathematics education. The focus on the officer’s role within ICMI and on his/her contributions to 
mathematics education, make the portraits different from usual biographies. In particular, since most 
officers were active mathematicians, the portraits shed light on aspects of their lesser-known activity. 
Connecting chapters place the action of these figures in the historical context and in the different phases 
of ICMI history.

The International Commission on Mathematical Instruction, 1908-2008: People, Events, and Chal-
lenges in Mathematics Education

This is the first comprehensive International Handbook on the History of Mathematics Education, 
covering a wide spectrum of epochs and civilizations, countries and cultures. Until now, much of the 
research into the rich and varied history of mathematics education has remained inaccessible to the 
vast majority of scholars, not least because it has been written in the language, and for readers, 
of an individual country. And yet a historical overview, however brief, has become an indispensable 
element of nearly every dissertation and scholarly article. This handbook provides, for the first time, 
a comprehensive and systematic aid for researchers around the world in finding the information they 
need about historical developments in mathematics education, not only in their own countries, but 
globally as well. Although written primarily for mathematics educators, this handbook will also be of 
interest to researchers of the history of education in general, as well as specialists in cultural and even 
social history.

Handbook on the History of Mathematics Education

This book offers insights into the history of mathematics education, covering both the current state of 
the art of research and the methodology of the field. History of mathematics education is treated in the 
book as a part of social history. This book grew out of the presentations delivered at the International 
Congress on Mathematics Education in Hamburg. Modern development and growing international-
ization of mathematics education made it clear that many urgent questions benefit from a historical 
approach. The chapters present viewpoints from the following countries: Belgium, Brazil, Cambodia, 
China, Cyprus, Germany, Iceland, Italy, the Netherlands, Russia,Spain and Sweden. Each chapter 
represents significant directions of historical studies. The book is a valuable source for every historian 
of mathematics education and those interested in mathematics education and its development.

Researching the History of Mathematics Education

This book includes 18 peer-reviewed papers from nine countries, originally presented in a shorter 
form at TSG 25 The Role of History of Mathematics in Mathematics Education, as part of ICME-13 
during. It also features an introductory chapter, by its co-editors, on the structure and main points of 
the book with an outline of recent developments in exploring the role of history and epistemology in 
mathematics education. It serves as a valuable contribution in this domain, by making reports on recent 
developments in this field available to the international educational community, with a special focus on 
relevant research results since 2000. The 18 chapters of the book are divided into five interrelated parts 
that underlie the central issues of research in this domain: 1. Theoretical and conceptual frameworks 
for integrating history and epistemology in mathematics in mathematics education; 2. Courses and 
didactical material: Design, implementation and evaluation; 3. Empirical investigations on implementing 
history and epistemology in mathematics education; 4. Original historical sources in teaching and 
learning of and about mathematics; 5. History and epistemology of mathematics: Interdisciplinary 
teaching and sociocultural aspects. This book covers all levels of education, from primary school to 
tertiary education, with a particular focus on teacher education. Additionally, each chapter refers to 
and/or is based on empirical research, in order to support, illuminate, clarify and evaluate key issues, 
main questions, and conjectured theses raised by the authors or in the literature on the basis of 
historical-epistemological or didactical-cognitive arguments.

Mathematics, Education and History

Kaye Stacey‚ Helen Chick‚ and Margaret Kendal The University of Melbourne‚ Australia Abstract: 
This section reports on the organisation‚ procedures‚ and publications of the ICMI Study‚ The Future 
of the Teaching and Learning of Algebra. Key words: Study Conference‚ organisation‚ procedures‚ 



publications The International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI) has‚ since the 1980s‚ 
conducted a series of studies into topics of particular significance to the theory and practice of 
contemporary mathematics education. Each ICMI Study involves an international seminar‚ the “Study 
Conference”‚ and culminates in a published volume intended to promote and assist discussion and 
action at the international‚ national‚ regional‚ and institutional levels. The ICMI Study running from 2000 
to 2004 was on The Future of the Teaching and Learning of Algebra‚ and its Study Conference was 
held at The University of Melbourne‚ Australia fromDecember to 2001. It was the first study held in the 
Southern Hemisphere. There are several reasons why the future of the teaching and learning of algebra 
was a timely focus at the beginning of the twenty first century. The strong research base developed 
over recent decades enabled us to take stock of what has been achieved and also to look forward 
to what should be done and what might be achieved in the future. In addition‚ trends evident over 
recent years have intensified. Those particularly affecting school mathematics are the “massification” 
of education—continuing in some countries whilst beginning in others—and the advance of technology.

The Future of the Teaching and Learning of Algebra

This is a text that contains the latest in thinking and the best in practice. It provides a state-of-the-art 
statement on tertiary teaching from a multi-perspective standpoint. No previous book has attempted to 
take such a wide view of the topic. The book will be of special interest to academic mathematicians, 
mathematics educators, and educational researchers. It arose from the ICMI Study into the teaching 
and learning of mathematics at university level (initiated at the conference in Singapore, 1998).

The Teaching and Learning of Mathematics at University Level

*THIS BOOK IS AVAILABLE AS OPEN ACCESS BOOK ON SPRINGERLINK* One of the most 
significant tasks facing mathematics educators is to understand the role of mathematical reasoning and 
proving in mathematics teaching, so that its presence in instruction can be enhanced. This challenge 
has been given even greater importance by the assignment to proof of a more prominent place in the 
mathematics curriculum at all levels. Along with this renewed emphasis, there has been an upsurge in 
research on the teaching and learning of proof at all grade levels, leading to a re-examination of the role 
of proof in the curriculum and of its relation to other forms of explanation, illustration and justification. 
This book, resulting from the 19th ICMI Study, brings together a variety of viewpoints on issues such as: 
The potential role of reasoning and proof in deepening mathematical understanding in the classroom 
as it does in mathematical practice. The developmental nature of mathematical reasoning and proof 
in teaching and learning from the earliest grades. The development of suitable curriculum materials 
and teacher education programs to support the teaching of proof and proving. The book considers 
proof and proving as complex but foundational in mathematics. Through the systematic examination of 
recent research this volume offers new ideas aimed at enhancing the place of proof and proving in our 
classrooms.

Proof and Proving in Mathematics Education

The interaction of the history of mathematics and mathematics education has long been construed as 
an esoteric area of inquiry. Much of the research done in this realm has been under the auspices of the 
history and pedagogy of mathematics group. However there is little systematization or consolidation 
of the existing literature aimed at undergraduate mathematics education, particularly in the teaching 
and learning of the history of mathematics and other undergraduate topics. In this monograph, the 
chapters cover topics such as the development of Calculus through the actuarial sciences and map 
making, logarithms, the people and practices behind real world mathematics, and fruitful ways in which 
the history of mathematics informs mathematics education. The book is meant to serve as a source of 
enrichment for undergraduate mathematics majors and for mathematics education courses aimed at 
teachers.

Crossroads in the History of Mathematics and Mathematics Education

Mathematics Education and Technology-Rethinking the Terrain revisits the important 1985 ICMI Study 
on the influence of computers and informatics on mathematics and its teaching. The focus of this book, 
resulting from the seventeenth Study led by ICMI, is the use of digital technologies in mathematics 
teaching and learning in countries across the world. Specifically, it focuses on cultural diversity and 
how this diversity impinges on the use of digital technologies in mathematics teaching and learning. 
Within this focus, themes such as mathematics and mathematical practices; learning and assess-



ing mathematics with and through digital technologies; teachers and teaching; design of learning 
environments and curricula; implementation of curricula and classroom practice; access, equity and 
socio-cultural issues; and connectivity and virtual networks for learning, serve to organize the study and 
bring it coherence. Providing a state-of-the-art view of the domain with regards to research, innovating 
practices and technological development, Mathematics Education and Technology-Rethinking the 
Terrain is of interest to researchers and all those interested in the role that digital technology plays 
in mathematics education.

Mathematics Education and Technology-Rethinking the Terrain

In recent years geometry seems to have lost large parts of its former central position in mathematics 
teaching in most countries. However, new trends have begun to counteract this tendency. There is 
an increasing awareness that geometry plays a key role in mathematics and learning mathematics. 
Although geometry has been eclipsed in the mathematics curriculum, research in geometry has 
blossomed as new ideas have arisen from inside mathematics and other disciplines, including computer 
science. Due to reassessment of the role of geometry, mathematics educators and mathematicians face 
new challenges. In the present ICMI study, the whole spectrum of teaching and learning of geometry 
is analysed. Experts from all over the world took part in this study, which was conducted on the basis 
of recent international research, case studies, and reports on actual school practice. This book will be 
of particular interest to mathematics educators and mathematicians who are involved in the teaching 
of geometry at all educational levels, as well as to researchers in mathematics education.

Perspectives on the Teaching of Geometry for the 21st Century

The present book, Cases of Assessment in Mathematics Education, is one of two studies resulting 
from an ICMI Study Conference on Assessment in Mathematics Education and Its Effects. The book 
which is published in the series of ICMI Studies under the general editorship of the President and 
Secretary of ICMI is closely related to another study resulting from the same conference: Investigations 
into Assessment in Mathematics Education (Niss, 1992). The two books, although originating from the 
same sources and having the same editor, emphasize different aspects of assessment in mathematics 
education and can be read independently of one another. While the present book is devoted to 
presenting and discussing cases of assessment that are actually implemented, the other study attempts 
to critically analyze general and principal aspects of assessment. Naturally, the content of either book 
is enriched by the materials and perspectives provided by the other one. In order to put this book and 
its background into context, the nature and scope of the ICMI studies are outlined briefly below.

Cases of Assessment in Mathematics Education

THE REAL WORLD OF MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION In this Pref-
ace, I would like to focus on what I mean by “education” and speak about the models and metaphors 
that are used when people talk, write, and act in the domain of education. We need to look at the assu- 
tions and processes that the models and metaphors implicitly and explicitly contain. I feel we should 
explore whether there is a specific thrust to mat- matics education in the here and now, and be very 
practical about it. For me education is the enhancement of knowledge and understanding, and there 
is a strong and unbreakable link between the two. There seems l- tle point in acquiring knowledge 
without understanding its meaning. Nor is it enough to gain a deep understanding of problems without 
gaining the appropriate knowledge to work for their solution. Thus knowledge and understanding are 
each necessary conditions for the process of education, but only when they are linked will the process 
bear fruit. Only in the b- anced interplay of knowledge and understanding can we expect to achieve 
genuine education.

Towards Gender Equity in Mathematics Education

This book is the product of ICMI Study 22 Task Design in Mathematics Education. The study offers a 
state-of-the-art summary of relevant research and goes beyond that to develop new insights and new 
areas of knowledge and study about task design. The authors represent a wide range of countries 
and cultures and are leading researchers, teachers and designers. In particular, the authors develop 
explicit understandings of the opportunities and difficulties involved in designing and implementing 
tasks and of the interfaces between the teaching, researching and designing roles – recognising that 
these might be undertaken by the same person or by completely separate teams. Tasks generate the 
activity through which learners meet mathematical concepts, ideas, strategies and learn to use and 



develop mathematical thinking and modes of enquiry. Teaching includes the selection, modification, 
design, sequencing, installation, observation and evaluation of tasks. The book illustrates how task 
design is core to effective teaching, whether the task is a complex, extended, investigation or a small 
part of a lesson; whether it is part of a curriculum system, such as a textbook, or promotes free standing 
activity; whether the task comes from published source or is devised by the teacher or the student.

Task Design In Mathematics Education

This book comprises the Proceedings of the 12th International Congress on Mathematical Education 
(ICME-12), which was held at COEX in Seoul, Korea, from July 8th to 15th, 2012. ICME-12 brought 
together 3500 experts from 92 countries, working to understand all of the intellectual and attitudinal 
challenges in the subject of mathematics education as a multidisciplinary research and practice. This 
work aims to serve as a platform for deeper, more sensitive and more collaborative involvement of 
all major contributors towards educational improvement and in research on the nature of teaching 
and learning in mathematics education. It introduces the major activities of ICME-12 which have 
successfully contributed to the sustainable development of mathematics education across the world. 
The program provides food for thought and inspiration for practice for everyone with an interest in 
mathematics education and makes an essential reference for teacher educators, curriculum developers 
and researchers in mathematics education. The work includes the texts of the four plenary lectures 
and three plenary panels and reports of three survey groups, five National presentations, the abstracts 
of fifty one Regular lectures, reports of thirty seven Topic Study Groups and seventeen Discussion 
Groups.

The Proceedings of the 12th International Congress on Mathematical Education

This Open Access volume by the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI) is an 
outcome of the ICMI Study 24 and gives a status-quo of school mathematics reform around the world 
and what we can learn from this movement. Each theme and section of the book offers descriptions 
and analyses of multiple case studies in different countries and contexts, along with opportunities 
to compare, contrast and learn from these diverse experiences. The volume provides a synthesis 
and meta-analysis of the different historical, geographical and global aspects of school mathematics 
reforms and explores in which way curricula are elaborated, proposed, changed, and reorganized. It 
offers a more informed and comprehensive analysis of the roles of different actors and of the many 
aspects influencing and shaping mathematics curriculum reforms that are taking or have taken place. It 
also explores the possibilities and means to tackle a curricular reform in the current scenario we live in 
and how to unfold future developments. This book will be of interest to practitioners and scholars with an 
interest in school mathematics curriculum reforms. It will also be a useful resource to those involved in 
school mathematics curriculum reform initiatives by providing current information about the curriculum 
changes that are taking place in respect of content, teacher education, educational materials, and a 
range of implementation challenges across diverse contexts.

Mathematics Curriculum Reforms Around the World

The idea of the ICMI Study 13 is outlined as follows: Education in any social environment is influenced 
in many ways by the traditions of these environments. This study brings together leading experts 
to research and report on mathematics education in a global context. Mathematics education faces 
a split phenomenon of difference and correspondence. A study attempting a comparison between 
mathematics education in different traditions will be helpful to understanding this phenomenon.

Mathematics Education in Different Cultural Traditions- A Comparative Study of East Asia and the 
West

This book consists of interviews with the most important mathematics educators of our time. These in-
terviews were originally published in the International Journal for the History of Mathematics Education 
and are now being offered to a wider readership for the first time, collected in a single volume. Among 
the individuals interviewed are scholars from Brazil, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States who have made a significant impact on the development of mathematics education in 
their countries and internationally. The interviews cover their biographies, including their memories of 
their own studies in mathematics and their intellectual formation, their experience as researchers and 
teachers, and their visions of the history and future development of mathematics education. The book 



will be of interest to anyone involved in research in mathematics education, and anyone interested in 
the history of mathematics education.

Leaders in Mathematics Education: Experience and Vision

This book is the fruit of a symposium in honor of Ted Eisenberg concerning the growing divide 
between the mathematics community and the mathematics education community, a divide that is clearly 
unhealthy for both. The work confronts this disturbing gap by considering the nature of the relationship 
between mathematics education and mathematics, and by examining areas of commonality as well as 
disagreement. It seeks to provide insight into the mutual benefit both stand to gain by building bridges 
based on the natural bonds between them.

Mathematics & Mathematics Education: Searching for Common Ground

This book is an exploration of tools and mathematics and issues in mathematics education related to 
tool use. The book has five parts. The first part reflects on doing a mathematical task with different 
tools, followed by a mathematician's account of tool use in his work. The second considers prehistory 
and history: tools in the development from ape to human; tools and mathematics in the ancient world; 
tools for calculating; and tools in mathematics instruction. The third part opens with a broad review of 
technology and intellectual trends, circa 1970, and continues with three case studies of approaches 
in mathematics education and the place of tools in these approaches. The fourth part considers 
issues related to mathematics instructions: curriculum, assessment and policy; the calculator debate; 
mathematics in the real world; and teachers' use of technology. The final part looks to the future: task 
and tool design and new forms of activity via connectivity and computer games.

Tools and Mathematics

In the mid 1980s, the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI) inaugurated a 
series of studies in mathematics education by comm- sioning one on the influence of technology and 
informatics on mathematics and its teaching. These studies are designed to thoroughly explore topics 
of c- temporary interest, by gathering together a group of experts who prepare a Study Volume that 
provides a considered assessment of the current state and a guide to further developments. Studies 
have embraced a range of issues, some central, such as the teaching of algebra, some closely related, 
such as the impact of history and psychology, and some looking at mathematics education from a 
particular perspective, such as cultural differences between East and West. These studies have been 
commissioned at the rate of about one per year. Once the ICMI Executive decides on the topic, one 
or two chairs are selected and then, in consultation with them, an International Program Committee 
(IPC) of about 12 experts is formed. The IPC then meets and prepares a Discussion Document that 
sets forth the issues and invites interested parties to submit papers. These papers are the basis for 
invitations to a Study Conference, at which the various dimensions of the topic are explored and a 
book, the Study Volume, is sketched out. The book is then put together in collaboration, mainly using 
electronic communication. The entire process typically takes about six years.

Challenging Mathematics In and Beyond the Classroom

This is a text that contains the latest in thinking and the best in practice. It provides a state-of-the-art 
statement on tertiary teaching from a multi-perspective standpoint. No previous book has attempted to 
take such a wide view of the topic. The book will be of special interest to academic mathematicians, 
mathematics educators, and educational researchers. It arose from the ICMI Study into the teaching 
and learning of mathematics at university level (initiated at the conference in Singapore, 1998).

The Teaching and Learning of Mathematics at University Level

This twenty-third ICMI Study addresses for the first time mathematics teaching and learning in the 
primary school (and pre-school) setting, while also taking international perspectives, socio-cultural 
diversity and institutional constraints into account. One of the main challenges of designing the first ICMI 
primary school study of this kind is the complex nature of mathematics at the early level. Accordingly, 
a focus area that is central to the discussion was chosen, together with a number of related questions. 
The broad area of Whole Number Arithmetic (WNA), including operations and relations and arithmetic 
word problems, forms the core content of all primary mathematics curricula. The study of this core 
content area is often regarded as foundational for later mathematics learning. However, the principles 



and main goals of instruction on the foundational concepts and skills in WNA are far from universally 
agreed upon, and practice varies substantially from country to country. As such, this study presents 
a meta-level analysis and synthesis of what is currently known about WNA, providing a useful base 
from which to gauge gaps and shortcomings, as well as an opportunity to learn from the practices of 
different countries and contexts.

Building the Foundation: Whole Numbers in the Primary Grades

This book is about the creation and production of textbooks for learning and teaching mathematics. It 
covers a period from Antiquity to Modern Times. The analysis begins by assessing principal cultures 
with a practice of mathematics. The tension between the role of the teacher and his oral mode, on the 
one hand, and the use of a written (printed) text, in their respective relation with the student, is one of 
the dimensions of the comparative analysis, conceived of as the ‘textbook triangle’. The changes in this 
tension with the introduction of the printing press are discussed. The book presents various national 
case studies (France, Germany, Italy) as well as analyses of the internationalisation of textbooks via 
transmission processes. As this topic has not been sufficiently explored in the literature, it will be very 
well received by scholars of mathematics education, mathematics teacher educators and anyone with 
an interest in the field.

Analysing Historical Mathematics Textbooks

The book aims at showing the state-of-the-art in the field of modeling and applications in mathematics 
education. This is the first volume to do this. The book deals with the question of how key competencies 
of applications and modeling at the heart of mathematical literacy may be developed; with the roles 
that applications and modeling may play in mathematics teaching, making mathematics more relevant 
for students.

Modelling and Applications in Mathematics Education

The history of mathematics education is an interdisciplinary research area that is experiencing a 
significant development and this book presents recent work in this area. This book is the result of 
the seventh conference ICHME (International Conference on the History of Mathematics Education) 
that took place at Erbacher Hof, Mainz (Germany) from 19th to 23rd of September 2022. Nowadays, 
the history of education is of the utmost importance for assessing the general development of the 
educational system(s) in which mathematics education occurs. Usually, the history of education is 
confined to history within a given civilization, country or nation. However, the quality of the research for a 
given nation is enhanced when situated among various specific cases, and comparative studies provide 
essential tools to broaden the perspectives to an international level. Moreover, mathematics, as a 
school discipline, has always functioned at the crossroads between general education and professional 
training, thus relating its teaching history to professional working environments as well. The 24 chapters 
in this book reflect this wide area of research.

“Dig Where You Stand” 7

A History of Mathematics Education during the Twentieth Century describes the history of mathematics 
education in the United States with conceptual themes concerning philosophy, mathematics content, 
teacher education, pedagogy, and assessment. Each decade of the twentieth century is analyzed using 
historical documents, within the context of the aforementioned themes, to create a concise history of 
mathematical reform as it relates to history within the United States. Finally, conclusions are drawn as 
to which reform movements are similar and different throughout the century--depicting which aspects 
of reform can be seen again. Mathematics education tends to swing on a pendulum from "traditional 
education" including teacher-directed instruction with an emphasis on computation skills to "reform 
education," including student-directed instruction with an emphasis on problem solving. All decades 
are analyzed to see where they were on the pendulum and what aspects may have contributed to the 
current reform movements led by the Standards movement.

Historical Modules for the Teaching and Learning of Mathematics

In the mid 1980s, the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI) inaugurated a 
series of studies in mathematics education by comm- sioning one on the influence of technology and 
informatics on mathematics and its teaching. These studies are designed to thoroughly explore topics 



of c- temporary interest, by gathering together a group of experts who prepare a Study Volume that 
provides a considered assessment of the current state and a guide to further developments. Studies 
have embraced a range of issues, some central, such as the teaching of algebra, some closely related, 
such as the impact of history and psychology, and some looking at mathematics education from a 
particular perspective, such as cultural differences between East and West. These studies have been 
commissioned at the rate of about one per year. Once the ICMI Executive decides on the topic, one 
or two chairs are selected and then, in consultation with them, an International Program Committee 
(IPC) of about 12 experts is formed. The IPC then meets and prepares a Discussion Document that 
sets forth the issues and invites interested parties to submit papers. These papers are the basis for 
invitations to a Study Conference, at which the various dimensions of the topic are explored and a 
book, the Study Volume, is sketched out. The book is then put together in collaboration, mainly using 
electronic communication. The entire process typically takes about six years.

Mathematics Education as a Research Domain

A History of Mathematics Education During the Twentieth Century
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