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This piece explores how scientific inquiry can transcend the limitations of strict objectivism and pure 
relativism, proposing a more integrated approach. By examining the crucial roles of hermeneutics in 
understanding scientific concepts and praxis in their practical application, it advocates for a robust 
philosophy of science that acknowledges context, interpretation, and action, offering a nuanced 
perspective on knowledge creation and its societal engagement.

The archive includes lecture notes from various fields such as science, business, and 
technology.
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Beyond Objectivism and Relativism

Drawing freely and expertly from Continental and analytic traditions, Richard Bernstein examines a 
number of debates and controversies exemplified in the works of Gadamer, Habermas, Rorty, and 
Arendt. He argues that a "new conversation" is emerging about human rationality—a new understand-
ing that emphasizes its practical character and has important ramifications both for thought and action.

Beyond Objectivism and Relativism

Drawing freely and expertly from Continental and analytic traditions, Richard Bernstein examines a 
number of debates and controversies exemplified in the works of Gadamer, Habermas, Rorty, and 
Arendt. He argues that a "new conversation" is emerging about human rationality--a new understanding 
that emphasizes its practical character and has important ramifications both for thought and action.

Beyond Objectivism and Relativism

From the Introduction: This inquiry is concerned with the themes of praxis and action in four philosophic 
movements: Marxism, existentialism, pragmatism, and analytic philosophy. It is rare that these four 
movements are considered in a single inquiry, for there are profound differences of emphasis, focus, 
terminology, and approach represented by these styles of thought. Many philosophers believe that 
similarities among these movements are superficial and that a close examination of them will reveal only 
hopelessly unbridgeable cleavages. While respecting the genuine fundamental differences of these 
movements, this inquiry is undertaken in the spirit of showing that there are important common themes 
and motifs in what first appears to be a chaotic babble of voices. I intend to show that the concern with 
man as an agent has been a primary focal point of each of these movements and further that each 
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contributes something permanent and important to our understanding of the nature and context of 
human activity.

Praxis and Action

Examines hermeneutics in relation to existentialism, pragmatism, critical theory and postructuralism. >

Philosophical Hermeneutics Reinterpreted

''A clear and comprehensive introduction to contemporary philosophy of science.'' -- American Scientist 
''The best account of scientific theory now available, one that surely commends itself to every philoso-
pher of science with the slightest interest in metaphysics.'' -- Review of Mathematics ''It should certainly 
be of interest to those teaching graduate courses in philosophy of science and to scientists wishing to 
gain a further appreciation of the approach used by philosophers of science.'' -- Science Activities

The Structure of Scientific Theories

In this major new work, Richard J. Bernstein argues that many of the most important themes in philos-
ophy during the past one hundred and fifty years are variations and developments of ideas that were 
prominent in the classical American pragmatists: Charles S. Peirce, William James, John Dewey and 
George H Mead. Pragmatism begins with a thoroughgoing critique of the Cartesianism that dominated 
so much of modern philosophy. The pragmatic thinkers reject a sharp dichotomy between subject and 
object, mind-body dualism, the quest for certainty and the spectator theory of knowledge. They seek 
to bring about a sea change in philosophy that highlights the social character of human experience 
and normative social practices, the self-correcting nature of all inquiry, and the continuity of theory 
and practice. And they-especially James, Dewey, and Mead-emphasize the democratic ethical-political 
consequences of a pragmatic orientation. Many of the themes developed by the pragmatic thinkers 
were also central to the work of major twentieth century philosophers like Wittgenstein and Heidegger, 
but the so-called analytic-continental split obscures this underlying continuity. Bernstein develops 
an alternative reading of contemporary philosophy that brings out the persistence and continuity of 
pragmatic themes. He critically examines the work of leading contemporary philosophers who have 
been deeply influenced by pragmatism, including Hilary Putnam, Jürgen Habermas, Richard Rorty, and 
Robert Brandom, and he explains why the discussion of pragmatism is so alive, varied and widespread. 
This lucid, wide-ranging book by one of America's leading philosophers will be compulsory reading for 
anyone who wants to understand the state of philosophy today.

Proceedings of the International Colloquium in the Philosophy of Science, London, 1965

Hans-Georg Gadamer is one of the leading philosophers in the world today. His philosophical 
hermeneutics has had a major impact in a wide range of disciplines, including the social sciences, 
literary criticism, theology and jurisprudence. Truth and Method, his major work, is widely recognised 
to be one of the great classics of twentieth-century thought. In this book Georgia Warnke provides a 
clear and systematic exposition of Gadamer's work, as well as a balanced and thoughtful assessment 
of his views. Warnke gives particular attention to the ways in which Gadamer's work has been taken 
up and criticised by literary critics, social theorists and philosophers, such as Hirsch, Habermas and 
Rorty. She thus provides an introduction to Gadamer which demonstrates the relevance of his work 
to current debates in a variety of disciplines. This book will be invaluable to students and specialists 
throughout the humanities and social sciences, as well as to anyone who is interested in the most 
important developments in contemporary thought.

The Historicity of Understanding and the Problem of Relativism in Gadamer's Philosophical 
Hermeneutics

Phronesis is the Aristotelian notion of practical wisdom. In this collected series, phronesis is explored as 
an alternate way of considering professional knowledge. In the present context dominated by technical 
rationalities and instrumentalist approaches, a re-examination of the concept of phronesis offers a 
fundamental re-visioning of the educational aims in professional schools and continuing professional 
education programs. This book originated from a conversation amongst an interdisciplinary group of 
scholars from education, health, philosophy, and sociology, who share concerns that something of 
fundamental importance – of moral signi?cance – is missing from the vision of what it means to be 
a professional. The contributors consider the ways in which phronesis offers a generative possibility 



for reconsidering the professional knowledge of practitioners. The question at the centre of this inquiry 
is: “If we take phronesis seriously as an organising framework for professional knowledge, what are 
the implications for professional education and practice?” A multiplicity of understandings emerge as 
to what is meant by phronesis and how it might be reinterpreted, understood, applied, and extended 
in a world radically different to that of the progenitor of the term, Aristotle. For those concerned with 
professional life this is a conversation not to be missed.

The Pragmatic Turn

A distinct logic to Gadamer's early writings makes them more than mere precursors to the mature 
thought that appeared in Truth and Method. They contain their own, new and different, "philosophical 
hermeneutics" and are worth reading with a fresh eye. The young Gadamer began his publication 
career by arguing that Plato's ethical writings did not "express" doctrine but rather depended upon 
the "play" of language among speakers in an ethical discourse community. This was the key idea of 
Plato's Dialectical Ethics, Gadamer's first book. Following the classical formula of seeing politics as the 
continuation of ethics, Gadamer's writings in the 1930s and 1940s concentrated on the Platonic idea 
of the state and argued two key points. First, the exiling of poets from the city was a way of banishing 
monologue and clearing the way for a dialogue as the language form appropriate to political discourse 
communities. Second, the Platonic state's defining task was the educational one of shaping the soul, 
and this could not be achieved monologically but rather had to take place as a dialogical play between 
the educator and the soul. The mature philosophical hermeneutics of Truth and Method is a metaphor 
taken from the literary experience of constructing textual meaning out of the play of parts and whole. 
The philosophical hermeneutics of Gadamer's early writings rests on a play between the ethical whole 
initially the Gestalt figure of the "Platonic Socrates" but later the Platonic state and the individual soul 
in need of ethical guidance. There is no conflict between the early and the later hermeneutics, but the 
early hermeneutics retain a freshness of spirit and boldness of interpretation that is characteristic of the 
Weimar culture of Gadamer's Marburg youth.From beginning to end, Gadamer's early writings remind 
us that Plato's dialogues really do record the conversational essence of Western philosophy at its birth.

Gadamer

In this classic work, Leo Strauss examines the problem of natural right and argues that there is a 
firm foundation in reality for the distinction between right and wrong in ethics and politics. On the 
centenary of Strauss's birth, and the fiftieth anniversary of the Walgreen Lectures which spawned 
the work, Natural Right and History remains as controversial and essential as ever. "Strauss . . . 
makes a significant contribution towards an understanding of the intellectual crisis in which we find 
ourselves . . . [and] brings to his task an admirable scholarship and a brilliant, incisive mind."—John 
H. Hallowell, American Political Science Review Leo Strauss (1899-1973) was the Robert Maynard 
Hutchins Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus in Political Science at the University of Chicago.

Ethics and Language

In recent years, many members of the intellectual community have embraced a radical relativism 
regarding knowledge in general and scientific knowledge in particular, holding that Kuhn, Quine, and 
Feyerabend have knocked the traditional picture of scientific knowledge into a cocked hat. Is philosophy 
of science, or mistaken impressions of it, responsible for the rise of relativism? In this book, Laudan 
offers a trenchant, wide-ranging critique of cognitive relativism and a thorough introduction to major 
issues in the philosophy of knowledge.



Hermeneutics and Praxis

The most comprehensive one-volume collection in English of Marx's writings from 1835 to 1847, 
Writings of the Young Marx on Philosophy and Society ranges broadly in subject - from the nature 
of religion to freedom of the press and to the relation of the state to democracy, from the humanistic 
critique of philosophical idealism to the "alienation" of humanity and to the relation of communism to 
historical praxis. It features Easton and Guddat's own highly regarded translations (based on the best 
German editions as well as on the original manuscripts and first editions) and reveals differences as 
well as continuities between the "young" and the "old" Marx. A substantial introduction and detailed 
analytical headnotes indicate the significance and historical setting of each selection, as well as its 
relationship to Marx's other writings. With one exception ("Defense of the Moselle Correspondent") 
each article, chapter, or book section is presented in its entirety, without internal deletions.

Phronesis as Professional Knowledge

Praxis investigates both the existing practices of international politics and relations during and after 
the Cold War, and the issue of whether problems of praxis (individual and collective choices) can be 
subjected to a 'theoretical treatment'. The book comes in two parts: the first deals with the constitution 
of international relations and the role of theoretical norms in guiding decisions, in areas such as 
sanctions, the punishment of international crimes, governance and 'constitutional' concern, the second 
is devoted to 'theory building'. While a 'theorization' of praxis has often been attempted, Kratochwil 
argues that such endeavours do not attend to certain important elements characteristic of practical 
choices. Praxis presents a shift from the accepted international relations standard of theorizing, by 
arguing for the analysis of policy decisions made in non-ideal conditions within a broader framework 
of practical choices, emphasizing both historicity and contingency.

Political Hermeneutics

"Gadamer’s Repercussions is a terrific collection of essays. While Gadamer is not the most precise 
of philosophers, he turns out, in this book at least, to be among the most generative. The essays 
prove that Gadamer’s idealizing of dialogue can actually be put in practice by careful attention to the 
frameworks he addresses. I was most impressed by the essays that situate his ethics, his aesthetics, 
his relation to romanticism, his understanding of the relation of law and morality, his engagements with 
Fascism, and several aspects of his vexed relationship with postmodern thinking, especially on the 
possibility of dialogue."—Charles Altieri, author of The Particulars of Rapture "Gadamer is well known 
for his insistence that every reading is a new reading and every act of understanding a pathway to new 
understanding. Krajewski’s carefully assembled volume applies these maxims to the understanding of 
Gadamer himself. By focusing on his intellectual and political background as well as his long-range 
influence and repercussions, the book opens new vistas for assessing one of the philosophical giants 
of the twentieth century."—Fred Dallmayr, author of Dialogue Among Civilizations

Natural Right and History

Laudan argues that the debate between positivists and post-positivist relativists can only be resolved 
by seeing that these unacceptable positions rest on the same unexamined set of assumptions. By 
targeting and critiquing these assumptions, he lays the groundwork for a post-positivist philosophy of 
science that does not provide aid and comfort to the enemies of reason.

Science and Relativism

In this volume, Bernstein forsees and outlines the development of a social theory that is at once 
empirical, interpretive, and critical.

Writings of the Young Marx on Philosophy and Society

Constructing the Subject traces the history of psychological research methodology from the nineteenth 
century to the emergence of currently favored styles of research in the second quarter of the twentieth 
century. Kurt Danziger considers methodology to be a kind of social practice rather than simply a 
matter of technique. Therefore his historical analysis is primarily concerned with such topics as the 
development of the social structure of the research relationship between experimenters and their 
subjects, as well as the role of the methodology in the relationship of investigators to each other in a 



wider social context. The book begins with a historical discussion of introspection as a research practice 
and proceeds to an analysis of diverging styles of psychological investigation. There is an extensive 
exploration of the role of quantification and statistics in the historical development of psychological 
research. The influence of the social context on research practice is illustrated by a comparison of 
American and German developments, especially in the field of personality research. In this analysis, 
psychology is treated less as a body of facts or theories than a particular set of social activities intended 
to produce something that counts as psychological knowledge under certain historical conditions. This 
perspective means that the historical analysis has important consequences for a critical understanding 
of psychological methodology in general.

Praxis

The question of the relativity of interpretations and the relevance of the author's intentions for 
interpretation has been at the center of controversy for the past century in different philosophical 
traditions, but there has been very little effort to examine the different ways this question has been 
addressed in contemporary philosophy within the space of a single book. Relativism and Intentionalism 
in Interpretation. Davidson, Hermeneutics, and Pragmatism brings diverse philosophical viewpoints to 
bear on these issues, addressing them through analytic philosophy, hermeneutics, and pragmatism. 
Kalle Puolakka develops a view of interpretation drawing on Donald Davidson's late philosophy of 
language and mind defending the role of authorial intentions against criticisms intentionalist views 
have received particularly in hermeneutics and pragmatism. In addition to relativism and intentionalism, 
the book discusses such issues as the role of imagination and aesthetic experience in interpretation, 
and it presents a thorough critique of hermeneutic conceptions of interpretation which emphasize the 
essential historical nature of our understanding. Relativism and Intentionalism in Interpretation shows 
how it is possible to combine a pluralistic attitude towards art without resurrecting the role of the author's 
intentions in interpretation.

The Essential Tension

The rise of China has reconstituted the regional identity in Asia as well as the lens through which 
understanding of China and self-understanding are no longer separate processes intellectually. China 
scholarship in South and Southeast Asia necessarily highlights meanings of encountering China that 
Western social sciences fail to reflect because academics in many places, being migrants, navigate and 
combine more than one civilization forces. With China in itself undergoing transformation, it is unlikely 
that one can simply speak of China without multiple qualifications of what one actually refers to. The 
book gathers authors who come from different scholarly traditions to reflect upon how the presentation 
of China in academic writings as well as think tank analyses can engender different identity possibilities. 
The book therefore complicates the category 'China' to enable mutual empathy between everything 
that in one way or another relies on Chineseness as object or subject in accordance with the identity 
strategies of the China experts.

Gadamer’s Repercussions

This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California 
Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. 
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship 
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1992.

Science and Subjectivity

The second edition of the Handbook of Feminist Research: Theory and Praxis, presents both a 
theoretical and practical approach to conducting social science research on, for, and about women. 
The Handbook enables readers to develop an understanding of feminist research by introducing a 
range of feminist epistemologies, methodologies, and methods that have had a significant impact on 
feminist research practice and women's studies scholarship. The Handbook continues to provide a set 
of clearly defined research concepts that are devoid of as much technical language as possible. It 
continues to engage readers with cutting edge debates in the field as well as the practical applications 
and issues for those whose research affects social policy and social change. It also expands on the 
wealth of interdisciplinary understanding of feminist research praxis that is grounded in a tight link 
between epistemology, methodology and method. The second edition of this Handbook will provide 



researchers with the tools for excavating subjugated knowledge on women's lives and the lives of other 
marginalized groups with the goals of empowerment and social change.

Beyond Positivism And Relativism

This volume provides an introduction to the major themes of work in experimental philosophy, bringing 
together some of the most influential articles in the field along with a collection of papers that explore 
the theoretical significance of this research.

The Restructuring of Social and Political Theory

A Companion to Hermeneutics is a collection of original essays from leading international scholars that 
provide a definitive historical and critical compendium of philosophical hermeneutics. Offers a definitive 
historical, systematic, and critical compendium of hermeneutics Represents state-of-the-art thinking 
on the major themes, topics, concepts and figures of the hermeneutic tradition in philosophy and those 
who have influenced hermeneutic thought, including Kant, Hegel, Schleiermacher Dilthey, Heidegger, 
Gadamer, Ricoeur, Foucault, Habermas, and Rorty Explores the art and theory of interpretation as it 
intersects with a number of philosophical and inter-disciplinary areas, including humanism, theology, 
literature, politics, education and law Features contributions from an international cast of leading and 
upcoming scholars, who offer historically informed, philosophically comprehensive, and critically astute 
contributions in their individual fields of expertise Written to be accessible to interested non-specialists, 
as well asprofessional philosophers

Constructing the Subject

Philosopher Hans-Georg Gadamer has made major contributions to aesthetic theory, Plato and Hegel 
studies, humanistic studies, and the philosophy of history. A student of Martin Heidegger, Gadamer 
took up and developed a number of central Heideggerian insights. He also had productive public 
debates with contemporaries such as Emilio Betti and Jürgen Habermas. The shape of contemporary 
hermeneutics is due almost entirely to Gadamer's influence, and his magnum opus, Truth and Method, 
is considered one of the great philosophical works of the twentieth century.This book is dedicated to 
Gadamer in honor of his hundredth birthday, in 2000. The essays provide a measure of the classical 
character of Gadamer's work by showing the breadth of engagement his ideas have provoked. As in 
Gadamer's own life and work, dialogue and conversation figure as important themes in all of the essays. 
While they encompass a diversity of philosophical perspectives, interests, and styles, the essays also 
suggest the ever-present possibility of dialogue across language and tradition and of the formation of 
new modes of discourse and philosophizing.

Relativism and Intentionalism in Interpretation

Objectivity has a history, and it is full of surprises. In Objectivity, Lorraine Daston and Peter Galison 
chart the emergence of objectivity in the mid-nineteenth-century sciences — and show how the concept 
differs from alternatives, truth-to-nature and trained judgment. This is a story of lofty epistemic ideals 
fused with workaday practices in the making of scientific images. From the eighteenth through the early 
twenty-first centuries, the images that reveal the deepest commitments of the empirical sciences — 
from anatomy to crystallography — are those featured in scientific atlases: the compendia that teach 
practitioners of a discipline what is worth looking at and how to look at it. Atlas images define the 
working objects of the sciences of the eye: snowflakes, galaxies, skeletons, even elementary particles. 
Galison and Daston use atlas images to uncover a hidden history of scientific objectivity and its rivals. 
Whether an atlas maker idealizes an image to capture the essentials in the name of truth-to-nature or 
refuses to erase even the most incidental detail in the name of objectivity or highlights patterns in the 
name of trained judgment is a decision enforced by an ethos as well as by an epistemology. As Daston 
and Galison argue, atlases shape the subjects as well as the objects of science. To pursue objectivity 
— or truth-to-nature or trained judgment — is simultaneously to cultivate a distinctive scientific self 
wherein knowing and knower converge. Moreover, the very point at which they visibly converge is in 
the very act of seeing not as a separate individual but as a member of a particular scientific community. 
Embedded in the atlas image, therefore, are the traces of consequential choices about knowledge, 
persona, and collective sight. Objectivity is a book addressed to any one interested in the elusive and 
crucial notion of objectivity — and in what it means to peer into the world scientifically.

China Studies in South and Southeast Asia



'Relativism versus absolutism' is one of the fundamental oppositions that have dominated reflections 
about science for much of its (modern) history. Often these reflections have been inseparable from 
wider social-political concerns regarding the position of science in society. Where does this debate 
stand in the philosophy and sociology of science today? And how does the 'relativism question' relate 
to current concerns with 'post truth' politics? In Relativism in the Philosophy of Science, Martin Kusch 
examines some of the most influential relativist proposals of the last fifty years, and the controversies 
they have triggered. He argues that defensible forms of relativism all deny that any sense can be made 
of a scientific result being absolutely true or justified, and that they all reject 'anything goes' – that is the 
thought that all scientific results are epistemically on a par. Kusch concludes by distinguishing between 
defensible forms of relativism and post-truth thinking.

Legal Hermeneutics

Confines of Democracy is a collection of critical assessments and interpretations of Richard J. 
Bernstein’s extensive and illuminating work on pragmatism, epistemology, hermeneutics, and social 
and political theory, including Bernstein’s replies to the contributors.

Handbook of Feminist Research

Routledge International Handbook of Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology is a compilation of 
works by leading scholars in theoretical and philosophical psychology that offers critical analyses 
of, and alternatives to, current theories and philosophies typically taken for granted in mainstream 
psychology. Within their chapters, the expert authors briefly describe accepted theories and philoso-
phies before explaining their problems and exploring fresh, new ideas for practice and research. These 
alternative ideas offer thought-provoking ways of reinterpreting many aspects of human existence often 
studied by psychologists. Organized into five sections, the volume covers the discipline of psychology 
in general, various subdisciplines (e.g., positive psychology and human development), concepts of 
self and identity as well as research and practice. Together the chapters present a set of alternative 
ideas that have the potential to take the field of psychology in fruitful directions not anticipated in more 
traditional theory and research. This handbook will be a valuable resource for students and scholars 
of the theory, assumptions, and history of psychology.

Experimental Philosophy

This widely acclaimed work provides a lively counterbalance to the standard assessment-measure-
ment-accountability prescriptions that have made showing you did your job more important than 
actually doing it. Now extensively revised, it articulates a postmodern theory of public administration 
that challenges the field to redirect its attention away from narrow, technique-oriented scientism, and 
toward democratic openness and ethics. The authors incorporate insights from thinkers like Rorty, 
Giddens, Derrida, and Foucault to recast public administration as an arena of decentered practices. 
In their framework, ideographic collisions and everyday impasses bring about political events that 
challenge the status quo, creating possibilities for social change. "Postmodern Public Administration" is 
an outstanding intellectual achievement that has rewritten the political theory of public administration. 
This new edition will encourage everyone who reads it to think quite differently about democratic 
governance.

The Blackwell Companion to Hermeneutics

Hermeneutics can loosely be defined as the theory or philosophy of the interpretation of menaing. It 
is a central topic in the philosophy of the social sciences, the philosophy of art and language and in 
literary criticism. This book, first published in 1980, gives a detailed overview and analysis of the main 
strands of contemporary hermeneutical thought. It includes a number of readings in order to give the 
reader a first-hand acquaintance with the subjects and the debates within it.

Towards Deep Subjectivity

Polish Axiology
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