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Growth centres are pivotal components within spatial planning strategies, designed to concentrate 
urban development and economic activity in designated areas. This approach aims to optimize in-
frastructure, mitigate urban sprawl, and foster sustainable regional growth by strategically directing 
resources and populations. Effective implementation of spatial planning ensures these hubs contribute 
to balanced, resilient, and economically vibrant communities.
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Growth Centres in Spatial Planning

Growth Centres in Spatial Planning examines the role of growth centers in spatial planning in terms 
of achieving the intended objectives. Intended objectives include improving a region's potential for 
adopting innovations, a saving in public investment on infrastructure, a more efficient pattern of service 
provision, a dissemination of growth impulses throughout the problem region, and the interception 
of would-be migrants from the region. More specifically, this book analyzes the extent to which 
growth-center policies are likely to attain these objectives and how such policies might be modified 
accordingly. This text consists of eight chapters and begins with an appraisal of growth-center theory 
and growth-center policy, along with the fundamental issues that are involved in putting such policies 
into practice. This is followed by a discussion on regional policies with a clear growth-center element 
in Scotland, Ireland, and France. The reader is then introduced to the link between urban centers and 
the diffusion of innovations; the degree to which the spatial concentration of investment is desirable in 
order to achieve the most economic pattern of service provision; and the role of spatial agglomeration 
in stimulating economic growth. The spatial impact of growth centers and the role of growth centers 
in generating, intercepting, and attracting migrants are also considered. This text concludes with a 
chapter that proposes some policy guidelines and directions for research. This book will be of interest 
to planners and policymakers involved in urban planning and regional development more generally.

Growth Poles and Growth Centres in Regional Planning

The expansion of the European Union in 2004 has had significant consequences for both existing and 
new members of the Union. New member states are assimilating into a new institutional and policy 
framework, while the changing geography of Europe provides a different context for policy development 
in pre-2004 member states. One of the more important fields in which these changes are impacting is 
regional development. The admission of the new countries changes patterns of economic and social 
disparities across the territory of the European Union, which in turn demands that existing approaches 
to regional development are reconsidered. An approach which has proved to be one of the most 
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innovative is spatial planning. This book brings together a team of academics and policy makers from 
across the new Europe involved in regional development and spatial planning. Providing insights into 
different approaches, it offers a valuable opportunity to compare experiences across European borders.

Regional Development Planning and Management of Urbanization

Focussing particularly on urban fringe and rural areas, this book addresses the parallel phenomena 
of growth and decline. In doing so, it not only broadens a debate which generally concentrates on 
urban municipalities, especially inner city areas, but also covers new ground by starting to build a 
new theoretical framework for the spatial planning related assessment of these phenomena. Bringing 
together contributions from internationally renowned authors, such as Sir Peter Hall, Steve Ward and 
Johann Jessen, the book compares international case studies and highlights their relationships with 
one another. It concludes by emphasizing common themes that are addressed, as well as showing 
applicability to other urban and rural regions. Overall, the book provides a timely and comprehensive 
analysis of the spatial consequences and related spatial planning concepts in theory and practice 
which aim to further sustainable development of city regions, urban fringe and rural areas experiencing 
growth and decline.

Regional Development and Spatial Planning in an Enlarged European Union

Bringing together authors from academia and practice, this book examines spatial planning at different 
places throughout the British Isles. Six illustrative case studies of practice examine which conceptions 
of space and place have been articulated, presented and visualized through the production of spatial 
strategies. Ranging from a large conurbation (London) to regional (Yorkshire and Humber) and national 
levels, the case studies give a rounded and grounded view of the physical results and the theory behind 
them. While there is widespread support for re-orienting planning towards space and place, there has 
been little common understanding about what constitutes ‘spatial planning’, and what conceptions of 
space and place underpin it. This book addresses these questions and stimulates debate and critical 
thinking about space and place among academic and professional planners.

Parallel Patterns of Shrinking Cities and Urban Growth

This volume is based on two international seminars oranised by the OECD and the National Land 
Agency, Japan which examines the emerging consensus concerning a new strategic mode for spatial 
policy.

Conceptions of Space and Place in Strategic Spatial Planning

Planning and Urban Growth in Nordic Countries examines urban development and planning in Den-
mark, Finland, Norway and Sweden. Emphasis is on the period from the mid-nineteenth century to the 
present day, and the authors of each 'country-study' look at their own national developments against 
the background of those in other Nordic countries well as the rest of Europe and the USA.

Towards a New Role for Spatial Planning

Regional Planning provides a comprehensive introduction to the concepts and theory of regional 
planning in the UK. Drawing on examples from throughout the UK, it provides students and practitioners 
with a descriptive and analytical foundation for understanding this rapidly changing area of planning. 
The book includes four main sections covering:the context and history of regional planningtheoretical 
approachesevolving practicefuture prospects.New questions and methods of theorizing are explored 
and new connections made with.

Planning and Urban Growth in Nordic Countries

This extensively revised fourteenth edition incorporates the major changes to planning introduced 
by the 2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act and the government’s mission to change the 
culture of planning. It provides a critical discussion of the system of planning – the institutions involved, 
the plans and other instruments that are used, the procedures for controlling development and land 
use change, and the mechanisms for implementing policy and proposals. It reviews current policy for 
sustainable development, housing and the Sustainable Communities Plan, the Barker Review, urban 
renewal and regeneration, the renaissance of city and town centres, the countryside, transport, and the 
heritage. Contemporary arrangements are explained with reference to their historical development, the 



influence of the European Union, the Labour government and changing social and economic demands 
for land use change. Detailed consideration is given to: the nature of planning and its historical evolution 
policies for managing urban growth and delivering housing sustainable development principles for 
planning social and economic development of the countryside conserving the heritage changes to 
the profession and education of planners. Special attention is given to the objective of improving the 
co-ordination of government policies through the spatial planning approach. The many recent changes 
to the system are explained in detail, and each chapter ends with notes on further reading, lists of 
official publications and an extensive bibliography, all of which enhances its reputation as the bible of 
British Planning.

Some Aspects of Regional Development and Growth Centres in North America and the United 
Kingdom

Spatial planning, strongly advocated by government and the profession, is intended to be more holistic, 
more strategic, more inclusive, more integrative and more attuned to sustainable development than 
previous approaches. In what the authors refer to as the New Spatial Planning, there is a fairly rapidly 
evolving maturity and sophistication in how strategies are developed and produced. Crucially, the 
authors argue that the reworked boundaries of spatial planning means that to understand it we need 
to look as much outside the formal system of practices of ‘planning’ as within it. Using a rich empirical 
resource base, this book takes a critical look at recent practices to see whether the new spatial 
planning is having the kinds of impacts its advocates would wish. Contributing to theoretical debates in 
planning, state restructuring and governance, it also outlines and critiques the contemporary practice 
of spatial planning. This book will have a place on the shelves of researchers and students interested 
in urban/regional studies, politics and planning studies.

Regional Planning

This book focuses on recent regional policy and planning debates in all the English regions.

Town and Country Planning in the UK

Instruments of Planning: Tensions and Challenges for more Equitable and Sustainable Cities critically 
explores planning’s instrumentality to deliver important social and environmental outcomes in neoliberal 
planning landscapes. Because each instrument is unique and may be tailored to its own jurisdictional 
needs, Instruments of Planning is a compendium of case studies from urban regions in Australia, 
Canada, the United States and Europe, providing readers with a collection that critically challenges the 
role and potential of planning instruments and instrumentality across a range of contexts. Instruments 
of Planning captures the political, institutional, and economic challenges that confront planning. It 
examines planning instruments designed to assist with strategic planning and implementation, and 
considers the role that technology plays in unpacking and understanding complexity in planning. Written 
by Rebecca Leshinsky and Crystal Legacy of RMIT University in Melbourne, Australia, this book fills 
the gap in planning theory about the instrumentality of planning in the neoliberal urban context. It is 
essential reading for students, urban researchers, policy analysts and planning practitioners.

The New Spatial Planning

This volume is based on two international seminars oranised by the OECD and the National Land 
Agency, Japan which examines the emerging consensus concerning a new strategic mode for spatial 
policy.

Regions, Spatial Strategies, and Sustainable Development

This book project highlights creative approaches to planning and local development. The dynamic 
complexity, diversity and fluidity which characterize contemporary society represent challenges for 
planning and development endeavours. While research and policy work has extensively focused on 
large cities and on metropolitan regions, there has been relatively little work on ‘smaller places’. This 
book shows that if these new challenges affect all places and regions, small and medium-sized towns 
(SMSTs) are suffering many specific problems that call imperatively for the design and implementation 
of very imaginative, creative approaches to planning and local development. What could enhance 
creativity in local development and planning? Is it possible to talk about creative capacity building at the 
level of a town that might release imaginative and innovative activities? Under what local and non-local 



conditions is creativity being initiated and flourishing? What are the major obstacles and in what way 
can these be contained in order to safeguard pockets of creative action? Interdisciplinary and with 
case studies from France, Norway and other European countries, this volume presents a wide range 
of approaches and territorial contexts of small cities and towns in which spatial dynamics and the 
consequences of the city-region for urban planning theory and practice in Europe are highlighted, with 
a special focus on the challenges for - and understanding of - planning and development of SMSTs. It 
provides a significant body of critical, comparative and contextual perspectives on the quest for urban 
sustainability and resilience in SMSTs, therefore emphasizing collaborative and potentially innovative 
approaches that can be detected, but also the shortcomings, pitfalls and 'traps' that can lie behind the 
approaches aimed at concerting ecological, economic, and socio-cultural concerns, and the discourses 
promoting them.

Instruments of Planning

General and introductory text, but oriented to the British context.

Towards a New Role for Spatial Planning

This thirteenth edition has been completely revised to take into account all the changes that have 
occurred in British planning, including the policies introduced by the Labour government, devolution, 
innovations and the European Union.

Urban Planning and Development

Monograph of essays on the geography of economic development, comprising a spatial analysis of 
regional planning strategy in developing countries - covers such topics as natural resources, irrigation, 
agriculture, population structure, internal migration, urbanization, location of industry theory, inland 
water transport, development policy, etc. Maps, references and statistical tables.

Creative Approaches to Planning and Local Development

Papers presented at the All-India Seminar on Regional Development and Planning, held at Mysore 
during 9-11 October 1967.

National Physical Plan

This book presents an overview of urban and regional planning in Turkey. It discusses the fundamental 
topics and contemporary issues in the field. The book is organized in two parts and it includes 14 
chapters. Chapter 1 is designed as an introduction defining the framework of urbanisation in Turkey, 
and the evolution of urban planning providing a background for the remaining chapters. In Part I, 
contemporary issues of urban and regional planning in Turkey are covered (i.e., new route taken by 
regional planning, the role of the planner in the process of shaping the urban form of Turkish cities, 
the specific features of Turkish city centres, large-scale public investments and their effects on urban 
areas, urban growth of Turkish cities from an urban morphological viewpoint, and problems and recent 
planning discussions related to the conservation of archaeological heritage). The challenges faced by 
urban and regional planning in Turkey are discussed in Part II (i.e., major challenges in residential 
transformation, excess housing production and the future of housing markets, challenges posed by 
increasing (global) immigration and refugees, challenges due to integration of a resilience thinking 
framework into the planning systems, development and planning activities of settlements in hazard 
prone areas, and the current state of climate policy and governance). In the concluding chapter an 
overall assessment of the contemporary issues and challenges for urban and regional planning in 
Turkey is made with special emphasis on the last 15 years of the country. Discussions on the case of 
Turkey could be useful examples both for developed and developing countries.

Regional Development Planning in India

This book is a comprehensive treatment of the twin processes of planning and development and is the 
only book to bring the two fields together in a single text.

An Introduction to Regional Planning



This book provides a multi-disciplinary study of territory, identity and space in a devolved UK, through 
the lens of spatial planning. It draws together leading internationally renowned researchers from a 
variety of disciplines to address the implications of devolution upon spatial planning and the rescaling 
of UK politics. Each contributor offers a different perspective on the core issues in planning today 
in the context of New Labour’s regional project, particularly the government’s concern with business 
competitiveness, and key themes are illustrated with important case studies throughout.

Town and Country Planning in the UK

The new EU member states have been facing a wide range of planning and urban development 
problems since the transition in 2004. Bringing together specially commissioned articles on each of 
the ten countries, this volume examines these problems and their r

Spatial Aspects of Development

Originally published in1984. Regional development planning has grown rapidly in recent years, as both 
an academic specialism and a focus of policy and practice. Books and articles on the subject have 
proliferated, and all across the Third World governments have become commited to it, setting up large 
new departments and even ministries. Charles Gore argues that this growing popularity of regional 
planning in developing countries is profoundly paradoxical.

Regional Planning

A new 21st century urban phenomenon is emerging: the networked polycentric mega-city region. 
Developed around one or more cities of global status, it is characterized by a cluster of cities and 
towns, physically separate but intensively networked in a complex spatial division of labour. This book 
describes and analyses eight such regions in North West Europe. For the first time, this work shows how 
businesses interrelate and communicate in geographical space - within each region, between them, 
and with the wider world. It goes on to demonstrate the profound consequences for spatial planning 
and regional development in Europe - and, by implication, other similar urban regions of the world. 
The Polycentric Metropolis introduces the concept of a mega-city region, analyses its characteristics, 
examines the issues surrounding regional identities, and discusses policy ramifications and outcomes 
for infrastructure, transport systems and regulation. Packed with high quality maps, case study data 
and written in a clear style by highly experienced authors, this will be an insightful and significant 
analysis suitable for professionals in urban planning and policy, environmental consultancies, business 
and investment communities, technical libraries, and students in urban studies, geography, economics 
and town/spatial planning.

Urban and Regional Planning in Turkey

This is a wide-ranging and internationally-focussed introduction to planning for the urban landscape. It 
provides an up-to-date account of planning, reflecting throughout on the need for sustainable, efficient 
and equitable solutions to planning problems. Taking account of the sometimes conflicting expectations 
of markets, citizens, public organizations and planners, it demonstrates the similarities of challenges 
faced in different national planning systems. The author traces the historical evolution of planning 
and urban governance, and explores the range of urban problems and policies likely to be found in 
almost any city in the developed world. Combining the latest theory in the field with practical insight 
and numerous illustrative case studies, the author comprehensively addresses issues of economic 
change and development; retailing and the role of urban centres; housing provision and neighbourhood 
renewal; urban design and conservation; green and blue infrastructure; and mobility and accessibility. 
Assuming no prior knowledge of the subject, this text is the ideal accessible introduction to the planning 
field, giving equal focus to both theory and practice. Whilst celebrating the work of planners, it also 
provides essential critical analysis of how key decisions are made and implemented, the benefits and 
limitations of planning, and ultimately its potential in achieving 'good city form'.

Urban Planning and Real Estate Development

Deals with the interaction of local planning systems and the process of land development. These issues 
are explored with particular reference to statutory plan-making locally. Adams draws on some broad 
research into urban planning and development,



Territory, Identity and Spatial Planning

The first worldwide overview of Planning Support Systems (PSS) and their application in practice. PSS 
are geo-technology related instruments consisting of theories, information, methods, tools, et cetera 
for support of unique professional public or private planning tasks at any spatial scale. The aim is to 
advance progress in the development of PSS, which are far from being effectively integrated into the 
planning practice. The text provides an Internet-based worldwide inventory of innovative examples and 
successful applications of PSS in a number of different planning contexts. In-depth insights into the 
purposes, content, workings, and applications of a very wide diversity of PSS are given.

Spatial Planning and Urban Development in the New EU Member States

In recent years many nations have asked why not enough housing is being built or, when it is built, 
why it isn't of the highest quality or in the best, most sustainable, locations. Politics, Planning and 
Housing Supply in Australia, England and Hong Kong examines the politics and planning of new 
homes in three very different settings, but with shared political traditions: in Australia, in England and 
in Hong Kong. It investigates the power-relationships and politics that underpin the allocation of land 
for large-scale residential schemes and the processes and politics that lead to particular development 
outcomes. Using a comparative framework, it asks: how different systems of urban governance and 
planning mediate the supply of land for housing; whether and how these system differences influence 
the location, quantity and price of residential land and the implications for housing outcomes; what 
can be learned from these different systems for allocating land, building consensus between different 
stakeholders, and delivering a steady supply of high quality and well located homes accessible to, 
and appropriate for, diverse housing needs. This book frames each case study in a comprehensive 
examination of national and territorial frameworks before dissecting key local cases. These local cases 
– urban renewal and greenfield growth centres in Australia, new towns and strategic sites in England, 
and major development schemes in Hong Kong – explore how broader urban planning and housing 
policy goals play out at the local level. While the book highlights a number of potential strategies for 
improving planning and housing delivery processes, the real challenge is to give voice to a broader 
array of interests, reconstituting the political process surrounding planning and housing development 
to prioritise homes in well-planned places for the many, rather than simply facilitating investment 
opportunities for the few.

Planning and Politics in Western Europe

The Urban Part of Rural Development
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