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Explore a comprehensive book analysis of Sophocles' 'Oedipus The King', featuring a detailed summa-
ry, in-depth character and plot analysis, and an essential reading guide. Gain a deeper understanding 
of this classic Greek tragedy's enduring themes and literary significance.
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Oedipus the King by Sophocles (Book Analysis)

Unlock the more straightforward side of Antigone with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! 
This engaging summary presents an analysis of Antigone by Sophocles, a Greek tragedy centred on 
Oedipus’ sister/daughter, Antigone, who rebels against the new ruler of Thebes. A timeless classic, 
Antigone is an unmissable tragedy filled with death, ancient mythology and a fight for power. Although 
little is known about Sophocles' life, his plays are famous around the world thanks to their dramatic and 
often tragic storylines. Find out everything you need to know about Antigone in a fraction of the time! 
This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies 
• Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? 
Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you in your reading 
journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity 
to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with 
BrightSummaries.com!

Antigone by Sophocles (Book Analysis)

Unlock the more straightforward side of The Infernal Machine with this concise and insightful summary 
and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of The Infernal Machine by Jean Cocteau, 
which is a sometimes comical, often tragic play. The author revisits the Ancient myth of Oedipus, paro-
dying some parts, including references to psychoanalysis and Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and highlighting 
the inescapable quality of the bitter fate awaiting the protagonists. The play was successful and has 
enjoyed many performances since its writing, although it is not Cocteau's most famous work. Find out 
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everything you need to know about The Infernal Machine in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and 
informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and 
symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and 
digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you in your reading journey. The clear and 
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary 
knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

The Infernal Machine by Jean Cocteau (Book Analysis)

The famed Athenian tragedy in which Oedipus’s own faults contribute to his tragic downfall. A great 
masterpiece on which Aristotle based his aesthetic theory of drama in the Poetics and from which 
Freud derived the Oedipus complex, King Oedipus puts out a sentence on the unknown murderer 
of his father Laius. By a gradual unfolding of incidents, Oedipus learns that he was the assassin 
and that Jocasta, his wife, is also his mother. This Enriched Classic Edition includes: -A concise 
introduction that gives readers important background information -Timelines of significant events in 
Greek history and theater that provide the book’s historical context -An outline of key themes and plot 
points to help readers form their own interpretations -Detailed explanatory notes -Critical analysis and 
modern perspectives on the work -Discussion questions to promote lively classroom and book group 
interaction -A list of recommended related books and films to broaden the reader’s experience Enriched 
Classics offers readers affordable editions of great works of literature enhanced by helpful notes and 
insightful commentary. The scholarship provided in Enriched Classics enables readers to appreciate, 
understand, and enjoy the world's finest books to their full potential. Series edited by Cynthia Brantley 
Johnson

Oedipus the King

Unlock the more straightforward side of Oedipus the King with this concise and insightful summary 
and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Oedipus the King by Sophocles, a 
world-famous tragedy in which a man discovers that he has murdered his father and married his 
mother, despite having tried to escape this fate. The tragic irony in the play and the pathos of the 
scenes leading up to its final tragic ending have made it one of the major theatrical works of Ancient 
Times. Sophocles wrote 120 plays during his lifetime, but Oedipus the King is one of just seven to 
have survived. This classic tragedy has inspired many plays and films, and was even the basis for 
Freud's famous theory of the Oedipus Complex. Find out everything you need to know about Oedipus 
the King in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete 
plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why 
choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to 
accompany you in your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, 
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of 
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

Oedipus the King by Sophocles (Book Analysis)

It is a summary and analysis of Oedipus the king play.

Study on Oedipus the King Play

Unlock the more straightforward side of Andromaque with this concise and insightful summary and 
analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Andromaque by Jean Racine, which tells 
the tragic story of the passion of four characters who fall into unrequited love, leading to their despair 
and, eventually, untimely demise. It remains Racine’s most-performed play and a pioneering work 
of the tragic genre. Racine is one of France’s most renowned dramatists and is still considered a 
revolutionary genius in the literary domain. Find out everything you need to know about Andromaque 
in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot 
summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why 
choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to 
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, 
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of 
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

Andromaque by Jean Racine (Book Analysis)



A reader for intermediate students of ancient Greek, introducing three of ancient Greece's most 
important authors, Homer, Herodotus and Sophocles.

A World of Heroes

Rediscover the crucial roles held by women within the heart of Christianity. Favourite disciple, influential 
woman, true believer and follower of Jesus: how do we see Mary Magdalene today? Witness to 
Jesus' crucifixion and his burial, the first to announce the resurrection, she is without a doubt the 
most recognizable of the gospels' female figures, a central character in Christianity's foundational 
story. But centuries of alteration and resizing, of merging several female figures into one, have erased 
Mary Madgalene's apostolic role and left us with a misrepresentation. They delivered the figure of 
a quintessential repentant sinner, one in whom sensual beauty and mortification of the body are 
combined. When we reflect on the "Magdalene case\

Mary Magdalene

Oedipus Tyrannus: Tragic Heroism and the Limits of Knowledge, 2/e, is an accessible yet in-depth 
literary study of Sophocles' Oedipus Tyrannus (Oedipus Rex)--the most famous Greek tragedy and one 
of the greatest masterpieces of world literature. This unique volume combines a close, scene-by-scene 
literary analysis of the text with an account of the play's historical, intellectual, social, and mythical 
background and also discusses the play's place in the development of the myth and its use of the 
theatrical conventions of Greek drama. Based on a fresh scrutiny of the Greek text, this book offers 
a contemporary literary interpretation of the play, including a readable, nontechnical discussion of 
its underlying moral and philosophical issues; the role of the gods; the interaction of character, fate, 
and chance; the problem of suffering and meaning; and Sophocles' conception of tragedy and tragic 
heroism. This lucid guide traces interpretations of the play from antiquity to modern times--from Aristotle 
to Hegel, Nietzsche, Freud, Lacan, Lévi-Strauss, Girard, and Vernant--and shows its central role in 
shaping the European conception of tragedy and modern notions of the self. This second edition draws 
on new approaches to the study of Greek tragedy; discusses the most recent interpretative scholarship 
on the play; and contains an annotated up-to-date bibliography. Ideal for courses in classical literature 
in translation, Greek drama, classical civilization, theater, and literature and arts, Oedipus Tyrannus: 
Tragic Heroism and the Limits of Knowledge, 2/e, will also reward general readers interested in literature 
and especially tragedy.

Oedipus Tyrannus

Rediscover the A Puffin Book series and bring the best-loved classics to a new generation - including 
this 25th anniversary edition of Chinese Cinderella, complete with a special introduction by Julia 
Eccleshare. Born into the world with her story already written and woven with bad luck, Adeline turns 
her attention to school, where she discovers that she is a talented writer, much to Father's disapproval. 
'Writer! You are going to starve!' But with a pen in her hand, she can't help but wonder what it would 
be like to be a writer - no, an author! It won't be easy, but Adeline must have the courage to rewrite her 
story. . .

Chinese Cinderella

This book is a sustained interpretative essay addressed to the Greekless reader. It does not digress 
into speculations about the many historical questions common to such introductions but directs the 
reader's attention to the central issue of interpreting the epic with his modern imagination. The author 
seeks to give the Greekless reader the confidence to enter Homer's poem without a sense that he 
lacks the necessary historical discipline. The central interpretative thrust of this work stresses that the 
central issue in a study of the Iliad is the picture of warfare, an eternally present way human beings 
think about one aspect of their condition. Contents: include: An Introduction, Homer's Vision of War; 
War, Nature, and the Gods; The Heroic Code; Arms and the Men; The Iliad as a Tragedy: The Warrior, 
the Victim, and the Tragic Hero; and Homer and the Modern Imagination.

The Ironies of War

NATIONAL BESTSELLER • Anna Quindlen presents a “swift and compelling paean to the joys of books” 
(Booklist). “Like the columns she used to write for the New York Times, [How Reading Changed My Life] 
is tart, smart, full of quirky insights, lapidary, and a pleasure to read.”—Publishers Weekly “Reading has 



always been my home, my sustenance, my great invincible companion. . . . Yet of all the many things 
in which we recognize universal comfort—God, sex, food, family, friends—reading seems to be the 
one in which the comfort is most undersung, at least publicly, although it was really all I thought of, or 
felt, when I was eating up book after book, running away from home while sitting in a chair, traveling 
around the world and yet never leaving the room. . . . I read because I loved it more than any activity 
on earth.”—from How Reading Changed My Life

How Reading Changed My Life

Since their composition almost 3,000 years ago the Homeric epics have lost none of their power to grip 
audiences and fire the imagination: with their stories of life and death, love and loss, war and peace 
they continue to speak to us at the deepest level about who we are across the span of generations. 
That being said, the world of Homer is in many ways distant from that in which we live today, with 
fundamental differences not only in language, social order, and religion, but in basic assumptions about 
the world and human nature. This volume offers a detailed yet accessible introduction to ancient Greek 
culture through the lens of Book One of the Odyssey, covering all of these aspects and more in a 
comprehensive Introduction designed to orient students in their studies of Greek literature and history. 
The full Greek text is included alongside a facing English translation which aims to reproduce as far 
as feasible the word order and sound play of the Greek original and is supplemented by a Glossary 
of Technical Terms and a full vocabulary keyed to the specific ways that words are used in Odyssey I. 
At the heart of the volume is a full-length line-by-line commentary, the first in English since the 1980s 
and updated to bring the latest scholarship to bear on the text: focusing on philological and linguistic 
issues, its close engagement with the original Greek yields insights that will be of use to scholars and 
advanced students as well as to those coming to the text for the first time.

Odyssey

This handbook provides the background necessary for fully understanding the nearly one thousand 
poems of Hardy. As it treats the poems individually and often supplements the analysis of a poem by 
relating it to other poems and to passages in the fiction, every comment helps build a portrait of Hardy 
as a poet. Originally published in 1970. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions 
use the latest in digital technology to make available again books from our distinguished backlist that 
were previously out of print. These editions are published unaltered from the original, and are presented 
in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both historical and cultural value.

Cato: Or, an Essay on Old-age, Etc. [Translated by William Melmoth.]

These texts are stitched through with the vocabulary of excess, of madness, rage...those forces in his 
own psychology which, very soon, would carry him over the edge-David Constantine. Friedrich Hold-
erlin was one of Europe's greatest poets. Acclaimed British poet and translator (Michaux, Jaccottet) 
David Constantine's Selected Poems of Holderlin won him the 1997 European Poetry Translation. Now 
he has turns to Holderlin's versions of Sophocles, seeking to create an equivalent English for these 
extraordinary German recreations of the classic Greek verse plays. Holderlin's versions of these two 
plays came out in the spring of 1804 and were taken, by the learned, as conclusive proof of his insanity. 
Constantine has translated Holderlin's translations, carrying as much of their strangeness as possible 
into English.

The Poetry of Thomas Hardy

Hamlet is arguably one of the greatest plays ever written; it has been staged countless times, adapted 
into movies, and inspired thousands of artist--but let's face it..if you don't understand it, then you are 
not alone. If you have struggled in the past reading Shakespeare, then BookCaps can help you out. 
This book is a modern translation of Hamlet. The original text is also presented in the book, along with a 
comparable version of both text. We all need refreshers every now and then. Whether you are a student 
trying to cram for that big final, or someone just trying to understand a book more, BookCaps can help. 
We are a small, but growing company, and are adding titles every month. This book was last updated 
2/18/12.

Hölderlin's Sophocles



This book applies the basic principles of narratology to an ancient Greek tragedy, namely Euripides’ 
Phoenissae. In a play with an exceptionally rich plot, a narratological study yields interesting interpretive 
results regarding the use of myth, narrators, narrative levels, time and space, as well as the relation of 
the Phoenissae with previous treatments of the Theban mythical saga.

Sophocles

This classic novel of the closing days of the Trojan War is being published to coincide with the Signet 
Classic conversion of The Odssey. This translation has been praised by the Times Literary Supplement 
and the New York Times Book Review.

Hamlet in Plain and Simple English (A Modern Translation and the Original Version)

The Rys Chronicles begin with this character-rich adventure that follows the travels of Dreibrand Veta, 
an ambitious warrior who seeks to rebuild his noble familys fortune. He is the first to join the powerful 
rys spellcaster Shan, whose race possesses magical powers and whose Queen rules many human 
kingdoms as their Goddess. The wickedness and tyranny of Onja disgust Shan and he desires to seize 
the rys throne from her. The third renegade is Miranda. After escaping from her abusive slave master, 
she becomes a crucial player in Shans bid for power. To weaken Onja, Shan raises rebellion among her 
human subjects and gathers allies to his cause. Shan demonstrates his magic in battle and convinces 
his followers that the fearsome rys Queen can be overthrown. For over two thousand years Onja has 
ruled, but now, not even fear of her ability to enslave souls will stop her ambitious enemies.

Narrative, Intertext, and Space in Euripides' Phoenissae

The siege of Troy has lasted almost ten years. Inside the walled city, food is scarce and death is 
common. From the heights of Mount Olympus, the Gods keep watch. But Aphrodite, Goddess of Love, 
is bored with the endless, dreary war. Aided by Eros's bow, the goddess sends two sisters down a 
bloody path to an awful truth: In the fury of war, love strikes the deadliest blows. Heralded by fans and 
critics alike, Adèle Geras breathes personality, heartbreak, and humour into this classic story.

The Iliad

This groundbreaking novel made a splash when it was initially published in 1678, changing the course 
of literary fiction forever. Rather than following in the same vein as the one-dimensional romances 
that preceded it, The Princess of Cleves tackles its characters' inner dilemmas with unprecedented 
sophistication and nuance.

Union of Renegades

Odysseus returns at last to Ithaca where he rids his house of the evil suitors, is reunited with Penelope, 
and visits his aging, grieving father.

Troy

Books for All Kinds of Readers ReadHowYouWant offers the widest selection of on-demand, accessible 
format editions on the market today. Each edition has been optimized for maximum readability, using our 
patent-pending conversion technology. We are partnering with leading publishers around the globe to 
create accessible editions of their titles. Our goal is to have accessible editions simultaneously released 
with publishers' new books so that all readers can have access to the books they want to read-today. 
To find more books in your format visit www.readhowyouwant.com

The Princess of Cleves

Provides coverage of world authors from all eras. Each volume focuses on a specific country or 
region, featuring entries on approximately 30-40 major literary figures. Essays discuss in detail both 
the author's major works and the most respected critical evaluations of those works.

The Return of Odysseus

Book 18 of the Iliad is an outstanding example of the range and power of Homeric epic. It describes the 
reaction of the hero Achilles to the death of his closest friend, and his decision to re-enter the conflict 
even though it means he will lose his own life. The book also includes the forging of the marvellous shield 



for the hero by the smith-god Hephaestus: the images on the shield are described by the poet in detail, 
and this description forms the archetypal ecphrasis, influential on many later writers. In an extensive 
introduction, R. B. Rutherford discusses the themes, style and legacy of the book. The commentary 
provides line-by-line guidance for readers at all levels, addressing linguistic detail and larger questions 
of interpretation. A substantial appendix considers the relation between Iliad 18 and the Babylonian 
Epic of Gilgamesh, which has been prominent in much recent discussion.

Oedipus the King

An illustrated new translation of Sophokles’ Antigone. Anne Carson has published translations of 
the ancient Greek poets Sappho, Simonides, Aiskhylos, Sophokles and Euripides. Antigonick is her 
seminal work. Sophokles’ luminous and disturbing tragedy is here given an entirely fresh language and 
presentation. This paperback edition includes a new preface by the author, “Dear Antigone.”

Ancient Greek and Roman Writers

Illusion, Disillusion, and Irony in Psychoanalysis explores and develops the role of illusion and day-
dream in everyday life, and in psychoanalysis. Using both clinical examples and literary works, idealised 
illusions and the inevitable disillusion that is met when reality makes an impact, are carefully explored. 
Idealised phantasies which involve a timeless universe inevitably lead to disillusion in the face of reality 
which introduces an awareness of time, ageing, and eventually death. If the illusions are recognised 
as phantasy rather than treated as fact, the ideal can be internalised as a symbol and serve as a 
measure of excellence. Steiner shows that the cruelty of truth needs to be recognised, as well as the 
deceptive nature of illusion, and that relinquishing omnipotence is a critical and difficult developmental 
task that is relived in analysis. Illusion, Disillusion, and Irony in Psychoanalysis will be of great use to 
the psychoanalyst or psychotherapist seeking to understand the patient’s withdrawal into a phantasy 
world, and the struggle to allow the impact of reality.

Homer: Iliad Book XVIII

Get comfortable using Facebook to reconnect with old friends and loved ones, explore new interests, 
and express your views...instantly and safely! Don’t just read about it: see it, hear it, with step-by-step 
video tutorials and valuable audio sidebars delivered through the free Web Edition that comes with 
every USING book. For the price of the book you get online access anywhere with a web connection--no 
books to carry, updated content, and the benefit of video and audio learning. Learn Fast, Learn Easy, 
Using Web, Video, and Audio: Show Me video walks through tasks you’ve just got to see Tell Me More 
audio delivers insights straight from the experts

Antigonick

Penelope has been waiting for her husband Odysseus to return from Troy for many years. Little does she 
know that his path back to her has been blocked by astonishing and terrifying trials. Will he overcome 
the hideous monsters, beautiful witches and treacherous seas that confront him? This rich and beautiful 
adventure story is one of the most influential works of literature in the world.

Illusion, Disillusion, and Irony in Psychoanalysis

Brave Odysseus is far from home, tossed by stormy seas, and cursed by an angry one-eyed giant. If 
he ever wants to see his family again, he will have to face hungry cannibals, outwit a beautiful witch, 
and sail past a six-headed serpent. His journey is the ultimate test of courage.

Using Facebook

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 



generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Odyssey

Translated and edited by Peter D. Arnott, this classic and highly popular edition contains two essential 
plays in the development of Greek tragedy-Oedipus the King and Antigone-for performance and study. 
The editor's introduction contains a brief biography of the playwright and a description of Greek theater. 
Also included are a list of principal dates in the life of Sophocles and a bibliography.

The Real Tipu

In these two essays, two of the most important French thinkers of our time reflect on each other’s 
work. In so doing, novelist/essayist Maurice Blanchot and philosopher Michel Foucault develop a new 
perspective on the relationship between subjectivity, fiction, and the will to truth. The two texts present 
reflections on writing, language, and representation that question the status of the author/subject and 
explore the notion of a “neutral” voice that arises from the realm of the “outside.” This book is crucial 
not only to an understanding of these two thinkers, but also to any overview of recent French thought.

Tales from the Odyssey

This volume offers 17 essays on the apocryphal/deuterocanonical books of Ben Sira (Ecclesiasticus) 
and Tobit. Four essays explore Tobit's connections with Genesis (Irene Nowell), Job (Anathea Porti-
er-Young), Psalms (Stephen Ryan), and the New Testament (Vincent Skemp), with a fifth considering 
the medieval Hebrew and Aramaic Tobit texts (Loren Stuckenbruck and Stuart Weeks). Five further 
essays examine Ben Sira's links with Genesis (Maurice Gilbert), Exodus (Friedrich Reiterer), Kings 
(Pancratius Beentjes), Prophets (Leo Perdue), and Proverbs (Jeremy Corley). Seven more essays on 
Ben Sira refer to the patriarch Joseph (Robert Hayward), Ezra (Michael Duggan), fear of God (Renate 
Egger-Wenzel), Qoheleth (Edward Owens), First Enoch (Benjamin Wright), Letter of James (Núria 
Calduch-Benages), and Matthew's Gospel (James Aitken).

The Twenty-Second Book of the Iliad

Oedipus the King and Antigone
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