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Dive into the epic world of "A Storm of Swords: Steel and Snow," which marks the crucial third
installment, part one, of a renowned fantasy saga. This segment plunges readers deeper into intricate
political landscapes and brutal conflicts, where beloved characters face unimaginable challenges
amidst betrayals and shifting alliances. Prepare for a thrilling journey through a realm defined by ice
and fire, where the fate of kingdoms hangs by a thread.
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A Storm of Swords: Part 1 Steel and Snow (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 3)

HBO's hit series A GAME OF THRONES is based on George R R Martin’s internationally bestselling
series A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE, the greatest fantasy epic of the modern age. A STORM OF
SWORDS: STEEL AND SNOW is the FIRST part of the third volume in the series.

A Storm of Swords: Part 2 Blood and Gold (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 3)

HBO's hit series A GAME OF THRONES is based on George R R Martin’s internationally bestselling
series A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE, the greatest fantasy epic of the modern age. A STORM OF
SWORDS: BLOOD AND GOLD is the SECOND part of the third volume in the series. ‘Colossal,
staggering . .. one of the greats’ SFX

A Dance With Dragons: Part 2 After The Feast (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 5)

HBO’s hit series A GAME OF THRONES is based on George R R Martin’s internationally bestselling
series A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE, the greatest fantasy epic of the modern age. A DANCE WITH
DRAGONS: AFTER THE FEAST is the SECOND part of the fifth volume in the series. ‘Vivid, rich,
multi-layered and utterly addictive’ Daily Express

A Dance With Dragons: Part 1 Dreams and Dust (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 5)

HBO'’s hit series A GAME OF THRONES is based on George R R Martin’s internationally bestselling
series A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE, the greatest fantasy epic of the modern age. A DANCE WITH
DRAGONS: DREAMS AND DUST is the FIRST part of the fifth volume in the series. ‘Richly satisfying
and utterly engrossing’ Sunday Times

Blood And Gold
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SOON TO BE A MAJOR TV SHOW, FROM THE NETWORK BEHIND THE WALKING DEAD '[W]hen |
found Rice's work | absolutely loved how she took that genre and (...) made [it] feel so contemporary and
relevant’ Sarah Pinborough, bestselling author of Behind Her Eyes '[Rice wrote] in the great tradition
of the gothic' Ramsey Campbell, bestselling author of The Hungry Moon The 8th novel in Anne Rice's
internationally bestselling Vampire Chronicles Here is the glorious and sinister life of Marius: patrician
by birth, scholar by choice and one of the oldest vampires of them all. From his genesis in ancient
Rome, to his present day we follow the story of this aristocratic and powerful killer. His is a tale that
spans the breadth of time. When the Visigoths sack his city, Marius is there; with the resurgence of the
glory of Rome, he is there, still searching for his lost love Pandora. So prevalent is Marius that it is he
who gives the dark gift to the illustrious vampire Armand. Intertwined with the stories of a magnificent
Pantheon of the undead this account of Marius is the most wondrous and mind-blowing of them all.

A Feast for Crows (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 4)

HBO's hit series A GAME OF THRONES is based on George R. R. Martin’s internationally bestselling
series A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE, the greatest fantasy epic of the modern age. A FEAST FOR
CROWS is the fourth volume in the series.

A Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 1)

HBO'’s hit series A GAME OF THRONES is based on George R. R. Martin’s internationally bestselling
series A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE, the greatest fantasy epic of the modern age. A GAME OF
THRONES is the first volume in the series.

Race for the Iron Throne: Political and Historical Analysis of a Game of Thrones

A GAME OF THRONES How would you like to read A Game of Thrones with a PhD by your side?Steven
Attewell, creator of Race for the Iron Throne (racefortheironthrone.wordpress.com), is one of the most
insightful scholars in political theory and history, but instead of devoting his talents to academia,

he's delving into George R.R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire saga to give the most comprehensive
deconstruction - and explanation - yet offered.Each one of Thrones's 73 chapters is broken down

in meticulous detail in four key areas. The Political and Historical Analyses explore the political
ramifications that each character's decisions entail while digging into the real-world historical incidents
that inspired Martin's narrative twists and turns. What If? offers up a tantalizing look at how these
political and historical elements could have played out in dozens of alternative scenarios, underscoring
the majesty and complexity of Martin's storytelling. And Book vs. Show looks at the key differences -
both good and bad - between the story as originally conceived on the printed page and as realized

in HBO's Game of Thrones.At nearly 204,000 words, it's almost literally impossible to imagine a more
exhaustive or authoritative reading companion for any novel ever before published.Note: there are
spoilers for all five published novels in the Song of Ice and Fire series. About the author Steven Attewell
is the author of Race for the Iron Throne, a blog that examines the history and politics of the Song of Ice
and Fire series and HBO's Game of Thrones. He has a PhD in History from the University of California,
Santa Barbara, where he studied the history of public policy and was a political and union activist. In
addition to Race for the Iron Throne, Steven is also a co-podcaster on Game of Thrones at the Lawyers,
Guns, and Money podcast, writes about public policy at the Realignment Project, and is a co-author of
the Tower of the Hand: A Hymn for Spring anthology book.

A Storm of Swords

George R.R. Martin's superb and highly acclaimed epic fantasy A Song of Ice and Fire, the richest,
most exotic and mesmerising saga since The Lord of the Rings, continues with A Storm of Swords.
There is passion here, and misery and charm, grandeur and squalor, tragedy, nobility and courage.

A Game of Thrones 4-Book Bundle

The perfect gift for fans of HBO's Game of Thrones—a boxed set featuring the first four novels! George
R. R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series has become, in many ways, the gold standard for modern
epic fantasy. Martin—dubbed the "American Tolkien" by Time magazine—has created a world that is
as rich and vital as any piece of historical fiction, set in an age of knights and chivalry and filled with
a plethora of fascinating, multidimensional characters that you love, hate to love, or love to hate as



they struggle for control of a divided kingdom. This bundle includes the following novels: A GAME OF
THRONES A CLASH OF KINGS A STORM OF SWORDS A FEAST FOR CROWS

A Storm of Swords (HBO Tie-in Edition): A Song of Ice and Fire: Book Three

THE BOOK BEHIND THE THIRD SEASON OF GAME OF THRONES, AN ORIGINAL SERIES NOW
ON HBO. A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE: BOOK THREE Of the five contenders for power, one is dead,
another in disfavor, and still the wars rage, as alliances are made and broken. Joffrey sits on the Iron
Throne, the uneasy ruler of the Seven Kingdoms. His most bitter rival, Lord Stannis, stands defeated
and disgraced, victim of the sorceress who holds him in her thrall. Young Robb still rules the North
from the fortress of Riverrun. Meanwhile, making her way across a blood-drenched continent is the
exiled queen, Daenerys, mistress of the only three dragons left in the world. And as opposing forces
maneuver for the final showdown, an army of barbaric wildlings arrives from the outermost limits of
civilization, accompanied by a horde of mythical Others—a supernatural army of the living dead whose
animated corpses are unstoppable. As the future of the land hangs in the balance, no one will rest until
the Seven Kingdoms have exploded in a veritable storm of swords. “Of those who work in the grand
epic-fantasy tradition, [George R. R.] Martin is by far the best. In fact . . . this is as good a time as any to
proclaim him the American Tolkien."—Time “Long live George Martin . . . a literary dervish, enthralled
by complicated characters and vivid language, and bursting with the wild vision of the very best tale
tellers”—The New York Times “One of the best series in the history of fantasy.”—Los Angeles Times

A Storm of Swords

THE BOOK BEHIND THE THIRD SEASON OF GAME OF THRONES, AN ORIGINAL SERIES NOW
ON HBO. Here is the third volume in George R. R. Martin’s magnificent cycle of novels that includes A
Game of Thrones and A Clash of Kings. As a whole, this series comprises a genuine masterpiece of
modern fantasy, bringing together the best the genre has to offer. Magic, mystery, intrigue, romance,
and adventure fill these pages and transport us to a world unlike any we have ever experienced. Already
hailed as a classic, George R. R. Martin’s stunning series is destined to stand as one of the great
achievements of imaginative fiction. A STORM OF SWORDS Of the five contenders for power, one is
dead, another in disfavor, and still the wars rage as violently as ever, as alliances are made and broken.
Joffrey, of House Lannister, sits on the Iron Throne, the uneasy ruler of the land of the Seven Kingdoms.
His most bitter rival, Lord Stannis, stands defeated and disgraced, the victim of the jealous sorceress
who holds him in her evil thrall. But young Robb, of House Stark, still rules the North from the fortress
of Riverrun. Robb plots against his despised Lannister enemies, even as they hold his sister hostage
at King’s Landing, the seat of the Iron Throne. Meanwhile, making her way across a blood-drenched
continent is the exiled queen, Daenerys, mistress of the only three dragons still left in the world. . . .
But as opposing forces maneuver for the final titanic showdown, an army of barbaric wildlings arrives
from the outermost line of civilization. In their vanguard is a horde of mythical Others--a supernatural
army of the living dead whose animated corpses are unstoppable. As the future of the land hangs in
the balance, no one will rest until the Seven Kingdoms have exploded in a veritable storm of swords. .

Foxfire, Wolfskin and Other Stories of Shapeshifting Women

Beautiful, rich short stories, drawing on myth and folklore to bring to life women's remarkable ability to
transform themselves in the face of seemingly impossible circumstances. 'A book for all the wild women
... Foxfire, Wolfskin is simply the most perfect thing. | love each and every placement of each word. Love
the wildness, the shapeshifting, the fearsomeness of it." Jackie Morris, co-author of The Lost Words '
She lived fully, my fox, and I envied her with all my heart. | wanted to dance with her, sister or lover,
across the snow-clad vastness of this land. Together, we'd create the Northern Lights. For that is what
foxes do racing over the fells, whipping up the snow with their tails, the friction of it sending up sparks
into the midnight sky. This is what makes the aurora's glow. Revontulet , we call it: foxfire." Charged
with drama and beauty, this memorable collection by a master storyteller weaves a magical world of
possibility and power from female myths of physical renewal, creation and change. It is an extraordinary
immersion into the bodies and voices, mindscapes and landscapes, of the shapeshifting women of our
native folklore. Drawing on myth and fairy tales found across Europe from Croatia to Sweden, Ireland to
Russia, these stories are about coming to terms with our animal natures, exploring the ways in which
we might renegotiate our fractured relationship with the natural world, and uncovering the wildness
and wilderness within. Beautifully illustrated by Helen Nicholson, Foxfire, Wolfskin and Other Stories



of Shapeshifting Women is Blackie's first collection of short stories. 'Sharon Blackie has wrought a
new-old magic for our times: glorious, beautiful, passionate myths. They show who we could have been,
and they give us a glimpse of a world-that-could-be." Manda Scott, author of A Treachery of Spies and
Boudica 'A deeply evocative and haunting collection ... Part rally cry, part warning, part manifesto and
all parts enchanting, Sharon Blackie's Foxfire, Wolfskin is a deeply evocative and haunting collection.
| want to press this powerful book into the hands of everyone | know and say listen. ' Holly Ringland,
author of The Lost Flowers of Alice Hart

A Game of Thrones: Graphic Novel, Volume Four (A Song of Ice and Fire)

George R. R. Martin’s epic fantasy masterwork A Game of Thrones is brought to life in the pages of
this full-colour graphic novel. This is the fourth volume in what is sure to be one of the most coveted
collaborations of the year. (Due to the layout of the book, content is best viewed on a large-screen
tablet.)

The Armageddon Rag

Magic, music, drugs and rock'n'roll in an early novel from George R. R. Martin, author of A GAME OF
THRONES One-time underground journalist Sandy Blair has traveled far from his radical roots in the
'60s - until the bizarre and brutal murder of a millionaire rock promoter draws him back. As Sandy sets
out to investigate the crime, he finds himself on a magical mystery tour of the pent-up passions of his
generation. For a new messiah has resurrected the once legendary rock band Nazgdl - but with an
apocalyptic new beat that is a requiem of demonism, mind control, and death only Sandy may be able
to change in time ...

A Song of Ice and Fire

Winter is coming. Such is the stern motto of House Stark, the northernmost of the fiefdoms that owe

allegiance to King Robert Baratheon in far-off King's Landing. There Eddard Stark of Winterfell rules in
Robert's name. There his family dwells in peace and comfort: his proud wife, Catelyn; his sons Robb,

Brandon, and Rickon; his daughters Sansa and Arya; and his bastard son, Jon Snow. Far to the north,
behind the towering Wall, lie savage Wildings and worse--unnatural things relegated to myth during the
centuries-long summer, but proving all too real and all too deadly in the turning of the season.

A Storm of Swords

"At last, the sequel to the New York Times bestseller, A Clash of Kings! Rarely has there been an epic
as gripping as Martin's "A Song of Ice and Fire" saga. Now the growing turmoil in the Seven Kingdoms
is about to come to a violent head, giving rise to a threat that will soon become "A Storm of Swords"."
-- From fantasticfiction.com.

A Song of Ice and Fire

As the Seven Kingdoms face a generation-long winter, rival families battle over control of the Iron
Throne, while preternatural forces and barbarian hordes threaten the land.

Batwoman Vol. 3: World's Finest (The New 52)

Batwoman's search for Medusa brings her together with the Amazing Amazon, Wonder Woman,
but even the teaming of the World's Finest might not be enough to bring down the mythological
monster--leading Bones, the DEO, Abbot and the Religion of Crime all descend on Gotham City to
take part in the fight. Collects BATWOMAN #12-17, #O.

The lllustrated World of Tolkien

Tolkien's works have inspired artists for generations and have given rise to myriad interpretations of
the rich and magical worlds he created. The lllustrated World of Tolkien gathers together artworks
and essays from expert illustrators, painters and etchers, and fascinating and scholarly writing from
renowned Tolkien expert David Day, and is an exquisite reference guide for any fan of Tolkien's work,
Tolkien's world and the imaginative brilliance his vision inspired. This work is unofficial and is not
authorized by the Tolkien Estate or HarperCollins Publishers.



A Storm of Swords (Enhanced Edition): Parts 1 & 2 (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 3)

Available only on iBooks, this enhanced edition containing parts one and two of A Storm of Swords, is
an amazing way to explore the rich world of George R.R. Martin’s series.

A Storm of Swords

The three surviving contenders for the throne of the Seven Kingdoms continue to struggle among
themselves, Robb Stark defends his kingdom from the Greyjoys, Jon Snow confronts an escalating
threat, and Danerys Stormborn and her dragon allies continue

Inside Straight

From the #1 New York Times bestseller, the launch of a new generation of Wild Cards tales

A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms

A century before A GAME OF THRONES, two unlikely heroes wandered Westeros... A KNIGHT OF
THE SEVEN KINGDOMS compiles the first three official prequel novellas to George R.R. Martin's
ongoing masterwork, A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE.

Oath of Fealty

BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Elizabeth Moon's Kings of the North. For the first time in
nearly twenty years, Elizabeth Moon returns to the thrilling realm of her superb Deed of Paksenarrion
trilogy. Thanks to Paks’s courage, the long-vanished heir to the half-elven kingdom of Lyonya has been
revealed as Kieri Phelan, a formidable mercenary who earned a titte—and enemies—in the neighboring
kingdom of Tsaia, where Prince Mikeli suddenly faces the threat of a coup. Acting swiftly, Mikeli strikes
at the powerful family behind the attack: the Verrakaien, magelords steeped in death and evil. Mikeli’s
survival—and that of Tsaia—depend on the only Verrakai whose magery is not tainted with innocent
blood. Two kings stand at a pivotal point in the history of their worlds. For dark forces are gathering
against them, knit in a secret conspiracy more sinister and far more ancient than they can imagine.

Othello, Etc

Introducing the first nine volumes of the greatest superhero comic in the universe, collected into one
massive paperback edition

The Sworn Sword

When Keelin Shanley passed away aged 51, it was hard to grasp that someone so filled with life was
gone. But a light so bright never really goes out, especially since in her last few months Keelin left
behind this remarkable record of her life — a life cut short, but lived to the fullest. Charting the twists
and turns of both a career as an investigative journalist and a lengthy battle with cancer, A Light That
Never Goes Out reveals with real honesty what it's like to keep living your life whilst dealing with the
challenges of cancer treatment. Completed posthumously by Keelin's husband Conor, A Light That
Never Goes Out is a remarkable story of courage and resilience and a memorable reflection on how
to live well, no matter what you're facing. 'Keelin's compelling story is as powerful as the woman she
was.' Liz Nugent 'This is such a beautiful book. It's oddly uplifting to read, even though at times | was
jack-knived with sorrow. Keelin the most remarkable person - her positivity, her grace, her gratitude for
her life would recalibrate anyone's attitude. A life-affirming read that will make every reader grateful for
the people they love.' Marian Keyes 'A stunning memoir — courageous, searingly honest, moving, funny,
an incredible life story beautifully told." Miriam O'Callaghan 'A beautiful love story, a behind-the-scenes
career exposition and a candid telling of what it is like to live with, and die from, cancer. Heartbreakingly
honest and heartachingly inspirational.' Caitriona Perry, RTE Six One News Co-Presenter and Author
'l found myself moved again and again by how simply and truthfully Keelin talks about the experience
of dying and | am in awe of the immense courage she showed in her final months. A book which might
have been bleak instead breathes with love — for her work, her colleagues, her friends and above all, her
family." Lenny Abrahamson, Director Normal People, Room 'A memoir that weaves the heart-breaking
story of Keelin's terminal illness with joyous, insightful and frequently funny accounts from her life and
career. A testament to the ultimate triumph of her unconquerable spirit." Bryan Dobson



Invincible Compendium Volume 1

The third novel in the beloved Tales of the City series, Armistead Maupin’s best-selling San Fran-
cisco saga. ‘An enormously talented writer... By writing about what's seemingly different Armis-

tead Maupin always manages to capture what's so hilariously painfully true for all of us’ Amy Tan

The calamity-prone residents of 28 Barbary Lane are at it again in this
deliciously dark novel of romance and betrayal. While Anna Madrigal imprisons an anchor-woman in
her basement, Michael Tolliver looks for love at the National Gay Rodeo, DeDe Halcyon Day and Mary
Ann Singleton track a charismatic psychopath across Alaska, and society columnist Prue Giroux loses
her heart to a derelict living in a San Francisco park. Hurdling barriers both social and sexual, Maupin
leads the eccentric tenants of Barbary Lane through heartbreak and triumph, through nail-biting terrors
and gleeful coincidences in 1970s San Francisco. The result is a glittering and addictive comedy of
manners that continues to beguile new generations of readers.

A Light That Never Goes Out

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER « THE BOOK BEHIND THE FIFTH SEASON OF THE AC-
CLAIMED HBO SERIES GAME OF THRONES Don’t miss the thrilling sneak peek of George R. R.
Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire: Book Six, The Winds of Winter Dubbed “the American Tolkien” by
Time magazine, George R. R. Martin has earned international acclaim for his monumental cycle of
epic fantasy. Now the #1 New York Times bestselling author delivers the fifth book in his landmark
series—as both familiar faces and surprising new forces vie for a foothold in a fragmented empire. A
DANCE WITH DRAGONS In the aftermath of a colossal battle, the future of the Seven Kingdoms hangs
in the balance—beset by newly emerging threats from every direction. In the east, Daenerys Targaryen,
the last scion of House Targaryen, rules with her three dragons as queen of a city built on dust and
death. But Daenerys has thousands of enemies, and many have set out to find her. As they gather,
one young man embarks upon his own quest for the queen, with an entirely different goal in mind.
Fleeing from Westeros with a price on his head, Tyrion Lannister, too, is making his way to Daenerys.
But his newest allies in this quest are not the rag-tag band they seem, and at their heart lies one who
could undo Daenerys’s claim to Westeros forever. Meanwhile, to the north lies the mammoth Wall of ice
and stone—a structure only as strong as those guarding it. There, Jon Snow, 998th Lord Commander
of the Night's Watch, will face his greatest challenge. For he has powerful foes not only within the
Watch but also beyond, in the land of the creatures of ice. From all corners, bitter conflicts reignite,
intimate betrayals are perpetrated, and a grand cast of outlaws and priests, soldiers and skinchangers,
nobles and slaves, will face seemingly insurmountable obstacles. Some will fail, others will grow in
the strength of darkness. But in a time of rising restlessness, the tides of destiny and politics will lead
inevitably to the greatest dance of all. Praise for A Dance with Dragons “Filled with vividly rendered
set pieces, unexpected turnings, assorted cliffhangers and moments of appalling cruelty, A Dance
with Dragons is epic fantasy as it should be written: passionate, compelling, convincingly detailed and
thoroughly imagined.”—The Washington Post “Long live George Martin .. . a literary dervish, enthralled
by complicated characters and vivid language, and bursting with the wild vision of the very best tale
tellers”—The New York Times

Further Tales Of The City

A graphic novel edition of The Mystery Knight, one of the thrilling Dunk and Egg novellas from George
R. R. Martin’s A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms and a prequel of sorts to A Game of Thrones “Every
wedding needs a singer, and every tourney needs a mystery knight.” Westeros is eerily peaceful. King
Aerys | sits on the Iron Throne. A ravaging plague has abated. Yet beneath the surface, tensions linger
sixteen years after a failed rebellion. In these restless times, noble hedge knight Ser Duncan the
Tall—Dunk, to his friends—and his precocious boy squire, Egg, travel the Seven Kingdoms performing
chivalrous deeds, though Egg’s bloodline must be concealed at all costs. After heading north for
Winterfell, Dunk and Egg are lured off the kingsroad by a wedding feast—and an unusually lucrative
tournament. The champion jouster will claim a rare trophy indeed: a dragon’s egg. Dunk, always better
in a melee, would be satisfied with a hot meal, a cup of wine, and a purse full of coins. But a treasonous
plot is more likely to hatch before another dragon ever stretches its wings. Someone’s on to Egg. And
a mystery knight with designs on an even bigger prize soon throws the entire affair into chaos.

A Dance with Dragons



The second volume in a four-part graphic novel adaptation of the second book in George R. R. Martin’s
landmark A Song of Ice and Fire series, the inspiration for HBO’s Game of Thrones. As chaos grips
Westeros, a flaming red comet continues to burn a crimson path across the sky. Some see this fiery
herald as a sign of their impending victory. Others see it as a mark of the blood and terror that will
soon engulf this divided kingdom. But one thing is certain: None of the six contenders who seek either
the Iron Throne, or the lands their ancestors once held as kings, are willing to back down. And as
factions scatter or come together, there are many witnesses to the unrest that is to come. Arya Stark
finds herself in the heart of enemy territory at Harrenhal, while her mother is trapped between two
brothers battling each other for their dead brother’s throne. In the heart of King’s Landing, Tyrion is busy
ferreting out traitors as the Hand of the King, while Jon is beginning to comprehend the lawlessness
of life beyond the Wall. New friends arrive in Winterfell for Bran, a forgotten son finds life in the Iron
Islands quite different than he remembered, and the Mother of Dragons at last arrives in the fabled city
of Qarth. But even as these would-be kings draw their lines of battle, it is the people of Westeros who
will most suffer for their ambitions. For when kings clash, it is the commoners who bear the greatest
cost.

The Mystery Knight: A Graphic Novel

HBO's hit series A GAME OF THRONES is based on George R. R. Martin’s internationally bestselling
series A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE, the greatest fantasy epic of the modern age. A STORM OF
SWORDS is the third volume in the series.



A Clash of Kings: The Graphic Novel: Volume Two

This 860-page collection contains all of Robert E. Howard's Conan the Cimmerian stories published
during his lifetime, contextualized with biographical details of their author. The hardcover, a Multimedia
Bundle Edition, includes the e-book and audiobook editions as downloadable bonus content. Excerpt
from Introduction: "When the first Conan of Cimmeria story appeared in the pages of Weird Tales
magazine in December 1932, nothing quite like it had ever before appeared in print. Author Robert E.
Howard had been writing stories broadly similar to it for half a decade; but it was with Conan, and the
Hyborian Age storyworld in which he was placed, that Howard finally fully doped out the sub-genre
that would become known as "sword and sorcery," of which Howard is today considered the founding
father. "Conan's origins date back to an experiment in 1926 titled "The Shadow Kingdom," featuring
the character Kull, exile of Atlantis. The idea -- Howard's great innovation -- was, at its core, historical
fiction set in a pre-historical period. That pre-historical period -- being, of course, lost in the mists of time
-- could contain anything Howard might like to include: evil races of sentient snake-things, sorcerers,
undead creatures, demons walking upon the earth, anything. "In other words, Howard was creating

a secular mythology. "And as with any mythology, secular or no, there would be a hero, a Ulysses

or a Theseus, an exceptional man of legend striding through that myth-world, sword in hand, righting
wrongs and slaying supernatural monsters and, along the way, providing metaphorical insight onto
his world and ours. "At the same time, he was finding success with another historical-fiction-fusion
innovation: The grim, savage English Puritan Solomon Kane. Kane's world was the skull-strewn chaos
of Europe and north Africa during the Thirty Years War, in the early 1600s. Little enough is known about
specific events during that dark time that it was possible to take historical liberties with it as a storyworld,
so that it could accommodate dark magic, walking skeletons, vampires, magic staffs, and, of course,
N'Longa the witch-doctor. "Howard quickly realized he was onto something with Solomon Kane. The
first Solomon Kane story, "Red Shadows," appeared in August 1928 in Weird Tales, and readers loved
it. Here was a dark, brooding world of menace and witchcraft connected pseudo-genealogically to
their own. It was easy for readers to "take the ride" -- to suspend their disbelief and envision Kane's
adventures as a part of the real world. "But, perhaps the connection with the real world was too close.
The countries of 1630s Europe are well known; the causes of the conflict fully understood. There was
only so much Howard could do in Solomon Kane's world. Moreover, Solomon Kane is just a hard
character to root for. Unlike Kull, he is, not to put too fine a point on it, really not a sane man. "So

it makes perfect sense that after the shadowy, prehistoric world of Kull and the dark, necromantic
world of Solomon Kane, Howard would combine these two precursors to develop a world that was far
enough into the distant past to be free of actual historical constraints -- like Kull's -- yet close enough
to the present to still exist as echoes and legends in the world's mythologies. "And so Howard created
The Hyborian Age, circa 10,000 B.C. And to play the role of our avatar as we explore this shadowy,
almost-historical world, he gave us Conan the Cimmerian - to tread the jeweled thrones of the Earth
under his sandalled feet."

A Storm of Swords Complete Edition (Two in One) (A Song of Ice and Fire, Book 3)

An ornate yet dark fantasy, with echoes of Scott Lynch, Robin Hobb and Jon Courtenay Grimwood.
An original and beautifully imagined world, populated by unforgettable characters. A debut novel which
garnered rave reviews on publication from fellow authors, bloggers and the likes of SFX magazine.
Lucien de Fontein has grown up different. One of the mysterious and misshapen Orfano who appear
around the Kingdom of Landfall, he is a talented fighter yet constantly lonely, tormented by his deformity,
and well aware that he is a mere pawn in a political game. Ruled by an insane King and the venomous
Majordomo, it is a world where corruption and decay are deeply rooted - but to a degree Lucien never
dreams possible when he first discovers the plight of the 'insane’ women kept in the haunting Sanatoria.
Told in a continuous narrative interspersed with flashbacks we see Lucien grow up under the care of
his tutors. We watch him forced through rigorous Testings, and fall in love, set against his yearning to
discover where he comes from, and how his fate is tied to that of every one of the deformed Orfano in
the Kingdom, and of the eerie Sanatoria itself.

Robert E. Howard's Conan the Cimmerian Barbarian

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ Perfect for fans of A Song of Ice and Fire and HBO’s Game of
Thrones—an epic history of Westeros and the lands beyond, featuring hundreds of pages of all-new
material from George R. R. Martin! If the past is prologue, then George R. R. Martin’s masterwork—the
most inventive and entertaining fantasy saga of our time—warrants one hell of an introduction. At long



last, it has arrived with The World of Ice & Fire. This lavishly illustrated volume is a comprehensive
history of the Seven Kingdoms, providing vividly constructed accounts of the epic battles, bitter rivalries,
and daring rebellions that lead to the events of A Song of Ice and Fire and HBO’s Game of Thrones. In
a collaboration that’s been years in the making, Martin has teamed with Elio M. Garcia, Jr., and Linda
Antonsson, the founders of the renowned fan site Westeros.org—perhaps the only people who know
this world almost as well as its visionary creator. Collected here is all the accumulated knowledge,
scholarly speculation, and inherited folk tales of maesters and septons, maegi and singers, including
« artwork and maps, with more than 170 original pieces ¢ full family trees for Houses Stark, Lannister,
and Targaryen ¢ in-depth explorations of the history and culture of Westeros » 100% all-new material,
more than half of which Martin wrote specifically for this book The definitive companion piece to George
R. R. Martin’s dazzlingly conceived universe, The World of Ice & Fire is indeed proof that the pen is
mightier than a storm of swords.

The Boy with the Porcelain Blade

New epic fantasy in the grand tradition—including a never-before-published Song of Ice and Fire
story by George R. R. Martin! Fantasy fiction has produced some of the most unforgettable heroes
ever conjured onto the page: Robert E. Howard’s Conan the Barbarian, Michael Moorcock’s Elric

of Melniboné, Fritz Leiber’s Fafhrd and the Gray Mouser. Classic characters like these made sword
and sorcery a storytelling sensation, a cornerstone of fantasy fiction—and an inspiration for a new
generation of writers, spinning their own outsize tales of magic and swashbuckling adventure. Now,

in The Book of Swords, acclaimed editor and bestselling author Gardner Dozois presents an all-new
anthology of original epic tales by a stellar cast of award-winning modern masters—many of them

set in their authors’ best-loved worlds. Join today’s finest tellers of fantastic tales, including George

R. R. Martin, K. J. Parker, Robin Hobb, Scott Lynch, Ken Liu, C. J. Cherryh, Daniel Abraham, Lavie
Tidhar, Ellen Kushner, and more on action-packed journeys into the outer realms of dark enchantment
and intrepid derring-do, featuring a stunning assortment of fearless swordsmen and warrior women
who face down danger and death at every turn with courage, cunning, and cold steel. FEATURING
SIXTEEN ALL-NEW STORIES: “The Best Man Wins” by K. J. Parker “Her Father's Sword” by Robin
Hobb “The Hidden Girl” by Ken Liu “The Sword of Destiny” by Matthew Hughes “I Am a Handsome
Man, Said Apollo Crow” by Kate Elliott “The Triumph of Virtue” by Walter Jon Williams “The Mocking
Tower” by Daniel Abraham “Hrunting” by C. J. Cherryh “A Long, Cold Trail” by Garth Nix “When | Was a
Highwayman” by Ellen Kushner “The Smoke of Gold Is Glory” by Scott Lynch “The Colgrid Conundrum”
by Rich Larson “The King’s Evil” by Elizabeth Bear “Waterfalling” by Lavie Tidhar “The Sword Tyraste”
by Cecelia Holland “The Sons of the Dragon” by George R. R. Martin And an introduction by Gardner
Dozois “When fine writer and expert editor [Gardner] Dozois beckons, authors deliver—and this surely
will be one of the year’s essential anthologies."—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

The World of Ice & Fire

'l am the one who lives in your dreams, the one who travels the ways of your heart, the one who rests
in the lap of your thoughts, the one who rides the waves of your anger. | am your weapon in the arena;
| am your counter weight in the Balance; | am your alter ego, | am Shadow.'

The Book of Swords

‘A Time of Dread reminds me of why | became a fantasy enthusiast in the first place' — Robin Hobb,
author of Assassin's Apprentice. Set in the same world as the Faithful and the Fallen quartet, the first
novel in John Gwynne's Of Blood and Bone series, A Time of Dread, takes place one hundred years
after the end of Wrath. The Ben-Elim, a race of warrior angels, once vanquished a mighty demon horde.
Now they rule the Banished lands. But their dominion is brutally enforced and their ancient enemy may
not be as crushed as they thought. In the snowbound north, Drem, a trapper, finds mutilated corpses in
the forests — a sign of demonic black magic. In the south, Riv, a young, tempestuous soldier, discovers a
deadly rift within the Ben-Elim themselves. Two individuals with two world-changing secrets. But where
will they lead? And what role will Drem and Riv play in the Banished Land's fate? Difficult choices need
to be made. Because in the shadows, demons are gathering, waiting for their time to rise. . . Continue
the heroic fantasy series with A Time of Blood. 'A truly excellent read . . . Exciting, well-written swords
and sorcery. Try it on for size' — Mark Lawrence, author of The Broken Empire. 'John Gwynne is one of
the modern masters of heroic fantasy' — Adrian Tchaikovsky, author of Children of Time.
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