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The Body in Bioethics

Recent debates about uses and abuses of the human body in medicine have highlighted the need 
for a thorough discussion of the ethics of the uses of bodies, both living and dead. Thorough and 
comprehensive, this volume explores different views of the significance of the human body and 
contrasting those which regard it as a commodity or personal possession with those which stress its 
moral value as integral to the personal identity of individuals. The Body in Bioethics addresses a number 
of key questions including: Should it be legal to sell human organs for transplantation? Are public 
displays of plastinated bodies or public autopsies morally justifiable? Should there be restrictions on the 
uses of human tissue in teaching and research? Is the rapid increase in volume and range of cosmetic 
surgery a matter for moral concern? This careful study of moral values provides essential background 
to many of the current controversies in medical ethics and is essential reading for all students of law, 
medical law and medical ethics.

Healthcare Ethics, Law and Professionalism

Healthcare Ethics, Law and Professionalism: Essays on the Works of Alastair V. Campbell features 15 
original essays on bioethics, and healthcare ethics specifically. The volume is in honour of Professor 
Alastair V. Campbell, who was the founding editor of the internationally renowned Journal of Medical 
Ethics, and the founding director of three internationally leading centres in bioethics, in Otago, New 
Zealand, Bristol, UK, and Singapore. Campbell was trained in theology and philosophy and throughout 
his career worked with colleagues from various disciplines, including law and various branches of 
healthcare. The diversity of topics and depth of contributors’ insights reflect the breadth and impact 
of Campbell’s philosophical work and policy contributions to healthcare ethics. Throughout his long 
academic career, Campbell’s emphasis on healthcare ethics being practice-oriented, yet driven by 
critical reflection, has shaped the field in vital ways. The chapters are authored by leading scholars in 
healthcare ethics and law. Directly engaging with Campbell’s work and influence, the essays discuss 
essential questions in healthcare ethics relating to its methodology and teaching, its intersection 
with law and policy, medical professionalism, religion, and its translation in different cultural settings. 
Chapters also grapple with specific enduring topics, such as the doctor-patient relationship, justice in 
health and biomedical research, and treatment of the human body and the dead.

Pioneering Healthcare Law

This book celebrates Professor Margaret Brazier’s outstanding contribution to the field of healthcare 
law and bioethics. It examines key aspects developed in Professor Brazier’s agenda-setting body of 
work, with contributions being provided by leading experts in the field from the UK, Australia, the US 
and continental Europe. They examine a range of current and future challenges for healthcare law 
and bioethics, representing state-of-the-art scholarship in the field. The book is organised into five 
parts. Part I discusses key principles and themes in healthcare law and bioethics. Part II examines the 
dynamics of the patient–doctor relationship, in particular the role of patients. Part III explores legal and 
ethical issues relating to the human body. Part IV discusses the regulation of reproduction, and Part V 
examines the relationship between the criminal law and the healthcare process. Offering a collaborative 
review of key and innovative themes in the field, the book will be of great interest and use to academics 
and students working in healthcare law and bioethics, and those working in health policy, law and 
regulation at both national and international levels. Chapter 10 of this book is freely available as a 
downloadable Open Access PDF at www.tandfebooks.com/openaccess. It has been made available 
under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 3.0 license.

The Voices and Rooms of European Bioethics

This book reflects on the many contributions made in and to European bioethics to date, in various 
locations, and from various disciplinary perspectives. In so doing, the book advances understanding 
of the academic and social status of European bioethics as it is being supported and practiced by 
various disciplines such as philosophy, law, medicine, and the social sciences, applied to a wide 
range of areas. The European focus offers a valuable counter-balance to an often prominent US 
understanding of bioethics. The volume is split into four parts. The first contains reflection on bioethics 
in the past, present and future, and also considers how comparison between countries and disciplines 
can enrich bioethical discourse. The second looks at bioethics in particular locations and contexts, 



including: policy, boardrooms and courtrooms; studios and virtual rooms; and society, while the third 
part explores the translation of theories and concepts of bioethics into the clinical setting. Chapter 
10 of this book are freely available as downloadable Open Access PDFs under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 3.0 license. https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/tandf-
bis/rt-files/docs/Open+Access+Chapters/9780415737197_oachapter10.pdf

Medical Use of Human Beings

Whilst activities like transplantation and medical research have typically been considered on a discrete 
basis, they are also actually part of a broader phenomenon of medical means being employed to make 
use of human beings. This book is the first ever systematic critique of such medical use of the human 
being as a whole. It is divided into two parts. The first part considers what constitutes an appropriate 
normative lens through which to view such medical use and its constraint. It makes a reasoned ethical 
and human-rights-based case for preferring respect for human worth over any of the main alternative 
approaches that have been drawn on in specific contexts and outlines what this preference practically 
implies. The second part uses this respect-based lens to critique use discourse, law and practice. 
Drawing on three contrasting case study areas of warfare-related medical use, transplantation and 
human tissue research, this book exposes both the context-specific and thematic nature of shortfalls in 
respect. Overall this book provides a compelling analysis of how medical use ought to be constrained 
and a compelling critique of the excesses of discourse, practice and governance. It is recommended 
to academics, students, policymakers and professionals whose work is focused on or intersects with 
the medical sector and anyone else with an interest in medicine and its limits.

Bioethics in a European Perspective

This book gives an overview of the most salient themes in present-day bioethics. The book focuses 
on perspectives typical for the European context. This highlights not only particular bioethical themes 
such as social justice, choices in health care, and health policy (e.g., in post-communist countries), it 
also emphasizes specific approaches in ethical theory, in relation to Continental philosophies such as 
phenomenology and hermeneutics.

The Routledge Companion to Bioethics

The Routledge Companion to Bioethics is a comprehensive reference guide to a wide range of 
contemporary concerns in bioethics. The volume orients the reader in a changing landscape shaped 
by globalization, health disparities, and rapidly advancing technologies. Bioethics has begun a turn 
toward a systematic concern with social justice, population health, and public policy. While also covering 
more traditional topics, this volume fully captures this recent shift and foreshadows the resulting 
developments in bioethics. It highlights emerging issues such as climate change, transgender, and 
medical tourism, and re-examines enduring topics, such as autonomy, end-of-life care, and resource 
allocation.

Law, Ethics and Compromise at the Limits of Life

This book will focus upon decisions to withhold or withdraw life-supporting treatment from incompetent 
patients. The book offers a critical examination of the latest developments with a view to developing a 
new framework for resolving disputes in the clinic that is not only theoretically robust but also practically 
relevant

Biomedical Ethics and Jewish Law

"In addition, a number of the earlier chapters have been thoroughly revised in light of current develop-
ments. The book is an addition to the library of anyone who is concerned about the interaction between 
modern medicine and Jewish law in the twenty-first century."--BOOK JACKET.

Bioethics

This book is a philosophically-oriented introduction to bioethics. It offers the reader an overview of 
key current debates in bioethics in the areas including organ retrieval, stem cell research, justice 
in healthcare and issues in environmental ethics including issues surrounding food and agriculture. 
The book also seeks to go beyond describing the issues in order to provide the reader with the 
methodological and theoretical tools for a more comprehensive understanding of bioethical debates. 



The book investigates the theoretical foundations and normative implications of bioethical debates and 
situates the areas of ethics into their philosophical context.

The Legitimacy of Medical Treatment

Whenever the legitimacy of a new or ethically contentious medical intervention is considered, a range 
of influences will determine whether the treatment becomes accepted as lawful medical treatment. The 
development and introduction of abortion, organ donation, gender reassignment, and non-therapeutic 
cosmetic surgery have, for example, all raised ethical, legal, and clinical issues. This book examines the 
various factors that legitimatise a medical procedure. Bringing together a range of internationally and 
nationally recognised academics from law, philosophy, medicine, health, economics, and sociology, the 
book explores the notion of a treatment, practice, or procedure being proper medical treatment, and 
considers the range of diverse factors which might influence the acceptance of a particular procedure 
as appropriate in the medical context. Contributors address such issues as clinical judgement and 
professional autonomy, the role of public interest, and the influence of resource allocation in deci-
sion-making. In doing so, the book explores how the law, the medical profession, and the public interact 
in determining whether a new or ethically contentious procedure should be regarded as legitimate. 
This book will be of interest and use to researchers and students of bioethics, medical law, criminal 
law, and the sociology of medicine. Chapter 6 of this book 'Family perspectives on proper medical 
treatment for people in prolonged vegetative and minimally conscious states' by Celia Kitzinger and 
Jenny Kitzinger is available under an open access CC BY NC ND license and can be viewed at: 
http://preview.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/prevqa/NBK199156/ .

Clinical Bioethics

A theory of Clinical Bioethics based on the integration of the moral logic of health care practice ("internal 
morality") and the larger social concerns and processes ("external morality") Clinical Bioethics. A 
Search for the Foundations compares major theoretical models in the foundation of clinical bioethics 
and explains medicine as a normative practice. The goals of medicine are discussed with particular 
reference to the subjectivisation of health and the rationalisation of health care institutions. This volume 
provides a consistent reconstruction of bioethical judgment both at the level of epistemological statute 
and institutional context, i.e. clinical ethics committees and clinical ethics consultation.

Bioethics and the Humanities

Critiquing many areas of medical practice and research whilst making constructive suggestions about 
medical education, this book extends the scope of medical ethics beyond sole concern with regulation. 
Illustrating some humanistic ways of understanding patients, this volume explores the connections 
between medical ethics, healthcare and subjects, such as philosophy, literature, creative writing and 
medical history and how they can affect the attitudes of doctors towards patients and the perceptions of 
medicine, health and disease which have become part of contemporary culture. The authors examine 
a range of ideas in medical practice and research, including: the idea that patient status or the 
doctor/patient relationship can be understood via quantitative scales the illusion fostered by medical 
ethics that doctors, unlike those in other professions, are uniquely beneficent and indeed altruistic. 
An excellent text for undergraduate and postgraduate students of law, medical ethics and medical 
healthcare law, Bioethics and the Humanities shows the real ethical achievements, problems and 
half-truths of contemporary medicine.

Autonomy, Consent and the Law

Autonomy is often said to be the dominant ethical principle in modern bioethics, and it is also important 
in law. Respect for autonomy is said to underpin the law of consent, which is theoretically designed to 
protect the right of patients to make decisions based on their own values and for their own reasons. 
The notion that consent underpins beneficent and lawful medical intervention is deeply rooted in the 
jurisprudence of countries throughout the world. However, Autonomy, Consent and the Law challenges 
the relationship between consent rules and autonomy, arguing that the very nature of the legal process 
inhibits its ability to respect autonomy, specifically in cases where patients argue that their ability to act 
autonomously has been reduced or denied as a result of the withholding of information which they 
would have wanted to receive. Sheila McLean further argues that the bioethical debate about the true 
nature of autonomy – while rich and challenging – has had little if any impact on the law. Using the 
alleged distinction between the individualistic and the relational models of autonomy as a template, 



the author proposes that, while it might be assumed that the version ostensibly preferred by law – 
roughly equivalent to the individualistic model – would be transparently and consistently applied, in 
fact courts have vacillated between the two to achieve policy-based objectives. This is highlighted by 
examination of four specific areas of the law which most readily lend themselves to consideration of the 
application of the autonomy principle: namely refusal of life-sustaining treatment and assisted dying, 
maternal/foetal issues, genetics and transplantation. This book will be of great interest to scholars of 
medical law and bioethics.

Islamic Bioethics: Problems and Perspectives

This book presents a critical analysis of the debate in Muslim countries at the religious, legal and 
political level, sparked by the introduction of new biomedical technologies such as cloning, genetics, 
organ transplants and in vitro fertilisation. The book draws on law, sociology, anthropology, politics and 
the history of science. For this reason it will be of interest to scholars and operators in a wide variety 
of disciplines and fields.

Autonomy, Consent and the Law

Autonomy is often said to be the dominant ethical principle in modern bioethics, and it is also important 
in law. Respect for autonomy is said to underpin the law of consent, which is theoretically designed to 
protect the right of patients to make decisions based on their own values and for their own reasons. 
The notion that consent underpins beneficent and lawful medical intervention is deeply rooted in the 
jurisprudence of countries throughout the world. However, Autonomy, Consent and the Law challenges 
the relationship between consent rules and autonomy, arguing that the very nature of the legal process 
inhibits its ability to respect autonomy, specifically in cases where patients argue that their ability to act 
autonomously has been reduced or denied as a result of the withholding of information which they 
would have wanted to receive. Sheila McLean further argues that the bioethical debate about the true 
nature of autonomy – while rich and challenging – has had little if any impact on the law. Using the 
alleged distinction between the individualistic and the relational models of autonomy as a template, 
the author proposes that, while it might be assumed that the version ostensibly preferred by law – 
roughly equivalent to the individualistic model – would be transparently and consistently applied, in 
fact courts have vacillated between the two to achieve policy-based objectives. This is highlighted by 
examination of four specific areas of the law which most readily lend themselves to consideration of the 
application of the autonomy principle: namely refusal of life-sustaining treatment and assisted dying, 
maternal/foetal issues, genetics and transplantation. This book will be of great interest to scholars of 
medical law and bioethics.

Revisiting Landmark Cases in Medical Law

Is it lawful for a doctor to give a patient life-shortening pain relief? Can treatment be lawfully provided 
to a child under 16 on the basis of her consent alone? Is it lawful to remove food and water provided by 
tube to a patient in a vegetative state? Is a woman’s refusal of a caesarean section recommended for 
the benefit of the fetus legally decisive? These questions were central to the four focal cases revisited 
in this book. This book revisits nine landmark cases. For each, a new leading judgment is attributed to 
an imagined judge, Athena, who operates within the constraints of the legal system of England and 
Wales. Her judgments accord with an innovative legal theory, referred to as ‘modified law as integrity’, 
and are linked as a line of precedent. The result is a re-spinning of extant judicial threads into a web 
of legal principles with a greater claim to coherence and defensibility than those in the original cases. 
The book will be of great interest to scholars and students of medical law, criminal law, bioethics, legal 
theory and moral philosophy.

The Christian Religion and Biotechnology

Religion is a dominant force in the lives of many Americans. It animates, challenges, directs and shapes, 
as well, the legal, political, and scientific agendas of the new Age of Biotechnology. In a very real way, 
religion, biomedical technology and law are - epistemologically - different. Yet, they are equal vectors 
of force in defining reality and approaching an understanding of it. Indeed, all three share a synergetic 
relationship, for they seek to understand and improve the human condition. This book strikes a rich 
balance between thorough analysis (in the body), anchored in sound references to religion, law and 
medical scientific analysis, and a strong scholarly direction in the end notes. It presents new insights 
into the decision-making processes of the new Age of Biotechnology and shows how religion, law and 



medical science interact in shaping, directing and informing the political processes. This volume will be 
of interest to both scholars and practitioners in the fields of religion and theology, philosophy, ethics, 
(family) law, science, medicine, political science and public policy, and gender studies. It will serve as 
a reference source and can be used in graduate and undergraduate courses in law, medicine and 
religion.

Biomedical Ethics and the Law

In the past few years, an increasing number of colleges and universities have added courses in 
biomedical ethics to their curricula. To some extent, these additions serve to satisfy student demands 
for "relevance. " But it is also true that such changes reflect a deepening desire on the part of the 
academic community to deal effectively with a host of problems which must be solved if we are to have 
a health-care delivery system which is efficient, humane, and just. To a large degree, these problems 
are the unique result of both rapidly changing moral values and dramatic advances in biomedical 
technology. The past decade has witnessed sudden and conspicuous controversy over the morality and 
legality of new practices relating to abortion, therapy for the mentally ill, experimentation using human 
subjects, forms of genetic interven tion, and euthanasia. Malpractice suits abound, and astronomical 
fees for malpractice insurance threaten the very possibility of medical and health-care practice. Without 
the backing of a clear moral consensus, the law is frequently forced into resolving these conflicts only to 
see the moral issues involved still hotly debated and the validity of the existing law further questioned. 
Take abortion, for example. Rather than settling the legal issue, the Supreme Court's original abortion 
decision in Roe v. Wade (1973), seems only to have spurred further legal debate. And of course, 
whether or not abortion is a mo rally ac ceptable procedure is still the subject of heated dispute.

Exploitation, Ethics and Law

Focusing on a matter of continuing contemporary significance, this book is the first work to offer an 
in-depth exploration of exploitation in the doctor-patient relationship. It provides a theoretical analysis 
of the concept of exploitation, setting out exploitation’s essential elements within the authors’ account 
of wrongful exploitation. It then presents a contextual analysis of exploitation in the doctor-patient 
relationship, considering the dynamics of this fiduciary relationship, the significance of vulnerability, 
and the reasons why exploitation in this relationship is particularly wrongful. Two case studies – sexual 
exploitation and assisted dying – are employed to assess what the appropriate legal, ethical and 
regulatory responses to exploitation should be, to identify common themes regarding the doctor’s 
behaviour (such as the use of undue influence as a conduit through which to take advantage of and 
misuse patients), and to illustrate the effects of exploitation on patients. A recurring question addressed 
is how exploitation in the doctor-patient relationship is and should be dealt with by ethics, regulators 
and the law, and whether exploitation in this relationship is a special case. The book provides a critical, 
interdisciplinary evaluation of exploitation in the doctor-patient relationship that will be of interest to 
health care lawyers, bioethicists, legal academics and practitioners, health care professionals and 
policymakers.

Biolaw and Policy in the Twenty-First Century

This book offers an impressive collection of contributions on the epistemology of international biolaw 
and its applications, both in the legal and ethical fields. Bringing together works by some of the world’s 
most prominent experts on biolaw and bioethics, it constitutes a paradigmatic text in its field. In addition 
to exploring various ideologies and philosophies, including European, American and Mediterranean 
biolaw traditions, it addresses controversial topics straight from today’s headlines, such as genetic 
editing, the dual-use dilemma, and neurocognitive enhancement. The book encourages readers to 
think objectively and impartially in order to resolve the ethical and juridical dilemmas that stem from 
biotechnological empowerment and biomedical techniques. Accordingly, it offers a valuable resource 
for courses on biolaw, law, bioethics, and biomedical research, as well as courses that discuss law and 
the biosciences at different professional levels, e.g. in the courts, biomedical industry, pharmacological 
companies and the public space in general.

Critical Interventions in the Ethics of Healthcare

Critical Interventions in the Ethics of Healthcare argues that traditional modes of bioethics are proving 
incommensurable with burgeoning biotechnologies and consequently, emerging subjectivities. Drawn 
from diverse disciplines, this volume works toward a new mode of discourse in bioethics, offering a 



critique of the current norms and constraints under which Western healthcare operates. The contri-
butions imagine new, less paternalistic, terms by which bioethics might proceed - terms that do not 
resort to exclusively Western models of liberal humanism or to the logic of neoliberal economies. It 
is argued that in this way, we can begin to develop an ethical vocabulary that does justice to the 
challenges of our age. Bringing together theorists, practitioners and clinicians to present a wide variety 
of related disciplinary concerns and perspectives on bioethics, this volume challenges the underlying 
assumptions that continue to hold sway in the ethics of medicine and health sciences.

Biolaw and Policy in the Twenty-first Century

This book offers an impressive collection of contributions on the epistemology of international biolaw 
and its applications, both in the legal and ethical fields. Bringing together works by some of the world's 
most prominent experts on biolaw and bioethics, it constitutes a paradigmatic text in its field. In addition 
to exploring various ideologies and philosophies, including European, American and Mediterranean 
biolaw traditions, it addresses controversial topics straight from today's headlines, such as genetic 
editing, the dual-use dilemma, and neurocognitive enhancement. The book encourages readers to 
think objectively and impartially in order to resolve the ethical and juridical dilemmas that stem from 
biotechnological empowerment and biomedical techniques. Accordingly, it offers a valuable resource 
for courses on biolaw, law, bioethics, and biomedical research, as well as courses that discuss law and 
the biosciences at different professional levels, e.g. in the courts, biomedical industry, pharmacological 
companies and the public space in general.

Medical Law and Ethics

This title was first published in 2002.The wide range of essays contained within this volume present 
contemporary thinking on the legal and ethical implications surrounding modern medical practice.

Ownership of the Human Body

This is the first book in healthcare ethics addressing the moral issues regarding ownership of the human 
body. Modern medicine increasingly transforms the body and makes use of body parts for diagnostic, 
therapeutic and preventive purposes. The book analyzes the concept of body ownership. It also reviews 
the ownership issues arising in clinical care (for example, donation policies, autopsy) and biomedical 
research. Societies and legal systems also have to deal with issues of body ownership. A comparison 
is made between specific legal arrangements in The Netherlands and France, as examples of legal 
approaches. In the final section of the book, different theoretical perspectives on the human body are 
analyzed: libertarian, personalist, deontological and utilitarian theories of body ownership.

Troubled Bodies

Setting out the implications of the postmodern condition for medical ethics, Troubled Bodies challenges 
the contemporary paradigms of medical ethics and reconceptualizes the nature of the field. Drawing 
on recent developments in philosophy, philosophy of science, and feminist theory, this volume seeks 
to expand familiar ethical reflections on medicine to incorporate new ways of thinking about the 
body and the dilemmas raised by recent developments in medical techniques. These essays examine 
the ways in which the consideration of ethical questions is shaped by the structures of knowledge 
and communication at work in clinical practice, by current assumptions regarding the concept of 
the body, and by the social and political implications of both. Representing various perspectives 
including medicine, nursing, philosophy, and sociology, these essays look anew at issues of abortion, 
reproductive technologies, the doctor-patient relationship, the social construction of illness, the cultural 
assumptions and consequences of medicine, and the theoretical presuppositions underlying modern 
psychiatry. Diverging from the tenets of mainstream bioethics, Troubled Bodies suggests that, rather 
than searching for the correct "coherent perspective" from which to draw ethical principles, we must 
apprehend the complexity and diversity of the discursive systems within which we dwell.

A Critical Examination of Ethics in Health Care and Biomedical Research

This book is a critical examination of certain basic issues and themes crucial to understanding how 
ethics currently interfaces with health care and biomedical research. Beginning with an overview of 
the field, it proceeds through a delineation of such key notions as trust and uncertainty, dialogue 
involving talk and listening, the vulnerability of the patient against the asymmetric power of the 



health professional, along with professional and individual responsibility. It emphasizes several themes 
fundamental to ethics and health care: (1) the work of ethics requires strict focus on the specific 
situational understanding of each involved person. (2) Moral issues, at least those intrinsic to each 
clinical encounter, are presented solely within the contexts of their actual occurrence; therefore, ethics 
must not only be practical but empirical in its approach. (3) Each particular situation is in its own way 
imprecise and uncertain and the different types and dimensions of imprecision and uncertainty are 
critical for everyone involved. (4) Finally, medicine and health care more broadly are governed by 
the effort to make sense of the healer’s experiences with the patient, whose own experiences and 
interpretations are ingredient to what the healer seeks to understand and eventually treat. In addition 
to providing a way to develop ethical considerations in clinical life and research projects, the book 
proposes that narratives provide the finest way to state and grapple with these themes and issues, 
whether in classrooms or real-life situations. It concludes with a prospective analysis of newly emerging 
issues presented by and within the new genetics, which, together within a focus on the phenomenon 
of birth, leads to an clearer understanding of human life.

Bioethics

What role should religion play in a religiously pluralistic liberal society? Public bioethics unavoidably 
raises this question in a particularly insistent fashion. As the 20 papers in this collection demonstrate, 
the issues are complex and multifaceted. The authors address specific and highly contested issues as 
assisted suicide, stem cell research, cloning, reproductive health, and alternative medicine as well as 
more general questions such as who legitimately speaks for religion in public bioethics, what religion 
can add to our understanding of justice, and the value of faith-based contributions to healthcare. 
Christian (Catholic and Protestant), Jewish, Islamic, and Buddhist viewpoints are represented. The 
first book to focus on the interface of religion and bioethics, this collection fills a significant void in the 
literature.

Handbook of Bioethics and Religion

Medical Law and Ethics covers the core legal principles, key cases, and statutes that govern medical 
law alongside the key ethical debates and dilemmas that exist in the field. Carefully constructed features 
highlight these debates, drawing out the European angles, religious beliefs, and feminist perspectives 
which influence legal regulations. Other features such as 'a shock to the system', 'public opinion' and 
'reality check' introduce further socio-legal discussion and contribute to the lively and engaging manner 
in which the subject is approached. Online resources This book is accompanied by the following online 
resources: - Complete bibliography and list of further reading - Links to the key cases mentioned in the 
book - A video from the author which introduces the book and sets the scene for your studies - Links 
to key sites with information on medical law and ethics

Medical Law and Ethics

This book explores the scope, application and role of medical law, regulatory norms and ethics, 
and addresses key challenges introduced by contemporary advances in biomedical research and 
healthcare. While mindful of national developments, the handbook supports a global perspective in its 
approach to medical law. Contributors include leading scholars in both medical law and ethics, who have 
developed specially commissioned pieces in order to present a critical overview and analysis of the 
current state of medical law and ethics. Each chapter offers comprehensive coverage of longstanding 
and traditional topics in medical law and ethics, and provides dynamic insights into contemporary and 
emerging issues in this heavily debated field. Topics covered include: Bioethics, health and human 
rights Medical liability Law and emerging health technologies Public health law Personalized medicine 
The law and ethics of access to medicines in developing countries Medical research in the genome 
era Emerging legal and ethical issues in reproductive technologies This advanced level reference work 
will prove invaluable to legal practitioners, scholars, students and researchers in the disciplines of law, 
medicine, genetics, dentistry, theology, and medical ethics.

Routledge Handbook of Medical Law and Ethics

Bioethics is a discipline still not fully explored in spite of its rather remark able expansion and 
sophistication during the past two decades. The prolifer ation of courses in bioethics at educational 
institutions of every description gives testimony to an intense academic interest in its concerns. The 
media have catapulted the dilemmas of bioethics out of the laboratory and library into public view 



arid discussion with a steady report of the so-called 'mira cles of modern medicine' and the moral 
perplexities which frequently accom pany them. The published work of philosophers, theologians, 
lawyers and others represents a substantial and growing body of literature which explores relevant 
concepts and issues. Commitments have been made by existing in stitutions, and new institutions have 
been chartered to further the discussion of the strategic moral concerns that attend recent scientific 
and medical progress. This volume focuses attention on one of the numerous topics of interest within 
bioethics. Specifically, an examination is made of the implications of the principle of justice for health 
care. Apart from four essays in Ethics and Health Policy edited by Robert Veatch and Roy Branson [4] 
the dis cussion of justice and health care has been occasional, almost non-existent, and scattered. The 
paucity of literature in this area is regrettable but perhaps understandable. On the one hand, Joseph 
Fletcher, one of the contemporary pioneers in bioethics, can hold that "distributive justice is the core 
or key question for biomedical ethics" ([1], p. 102).

Justice and Health Care

The main strength of this book is that it examines the challenges facing the field of Bioethics today 
from medical, ethical and legal perspectives. A critical exchange of ideas from professionals in 
interdisciplinary fields allows everyone to learn and benefit from the insights gained through others' 
experiences. Examining, analyzing and understanding these complex medical-ethical-legal issues and 
cases and how they are resolved will serve as a paradigm for all professionals who will be confronted 
with these complex bioethical issues now and in the future. The more we face these challenges directly, 
examine them critically and debate them enthusiastically the more knowledge will be gained and 
hopefully, we will gain more practical wisdom.

Bioethics

This edited volume covers new ground by bringing together perspectives from symbolic legislation 
theory on the one hand, and from biolaw and bioethics on the other hand. Symbolic legislation has 
a bad name. It usually refers to instances of legislation which are ineffective and that serve other 
political and social goals than the goals officially stated. Recently, a more positive notion of symbolic 
legislation has emerged in legislative theory. From this perspective, symbolic legislation is regarded 
as a positive alternative to the more traditional, top-down legislative approach. The legislature no 
longer merely issues commands backed up with severe sanctions, as in instrumental legislation. 
Instead, lawmakers provide open and aspirational norms that are meant to change behavior not by 
means of threat, but indirectly, through debate and social interaction. Since the 1990s, biomedical 
developments have revived discussions on symbolic legislation. One of the reasons is that biomedical 
legislation touches on deep-rooted, symbolic-cultural representations of the biological aspects of 
human life. Moreover, as it is often impossible to reach consensus on these controversial questions, 
legislators have sought alternative ways to develop legal frameworks. Consequently, communicative 
and interactive approaches to legislation are prominent within the governance of medical biotechnology. 
The symbolic dimensions of biolaw are often overlooked. Yet, it is clear that the symbolic is at the heart of 
many legal-political debates on bioethical questions. Since the rise of biomedical technologies, human 
body materials have acquired a scientific, medical and even commercial value. These new approaches, 
which radically question existing legal symbolizations of the human body, raise the question whether 
and how the law should continue to reflect symbolic values and meanings. Moreover, how can we 
decide what these symbolic values are, given the fact that we live in a pluralistic society?

Symbolic Legislation Theory and Developments in Biolaw

The research field of biobanks and tissue research is highly promising. Many projects around the globe 
are involved in the collection of human tissue and health data for research purposes. These initiatives 
are driven by the perspective of decisive breakthroughs in the knowledge of the genetic pathways 
involved in widespread diseases. However, there are considerable ethical and legal challenges to be 
considered as well. These challenges encompass the use of body material for research purposes, 
the misuse of genetic and other health data by third parties, trust in science and medicine, concerns 
regarding privacy, use of genetic data for forensic applications by the state and the police, and 
regulatory issues. This volume is divided into three parts: the inclusion of the public, the rights of 
donors and patients, examples and recommendations for the future of tissue research. It presents a 
comprehensive overview of the most important topics in the field by renowned scholars in medical 
ethics and biolaw.

The Fundamentals of Bioethics: Legal Perspectives and Ethical Aproches



Building on the best-selling tradition of previous editions, Principles of Biomedical Ethics, Seventh 
Edition, provides a highly original, practical, and insightful guide to morality in the health professions.

Biobanks and Tissue Research

In Bioethics in Context, Gary Jones and Joseph DeMarco connect ethical theory, medicine, and the 
law, guiding readers toward a practical and legally grounded understanding of key issues in health-care 
ethics. This book is uniquely up-to-date in its discussion of health-care law and unpacks the complex 
web of American policies, including the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Useful case 
studies and examples are embedded throughout, and a companion website offers a thorough, curated 
database of relevant legal precedents as well as additional case studies and other resources.

Principles of Biomedical Ethics

Medicine and health care generate many bioethical problems and dilemmas that are of great academic, 
professional and public interest. This comprehensive resource is designed as a succinct yet authorita-
tive text and reference for clinicians, bioethicists, and advanced students seeking a better understand-
ing of ethics problems in the clinical setting. Each chapter illustrates an ethical problem that might 
be encountered in everyday practice; defines the concepts at issue; examines their implications from 
the perspectives of ethics, law and policy; and then provides a practical resolution. There are 10 key 
sections presenting the most vital topics and clinically relevant areas of modern bioethics. International, 
interdisciplinary authorship and cross-cultural orientation ensure suitability for a worldwide audience. 
This book will assist all clinicians in making well-reasoned and defensible decisions by developing their 
awareness of ethical considerations and teaching the analytical skills to deal with them effectively.

Bioethics in Context

While the American legal system has played an important role in shaping the field of bioethics, Law 
and Bioethics is the first book on the subject designed to be accessible to readers with little or no legal 
background. Detailing how the legal analysis of an issue in bioethics often differs from the "ethical" 
analysis, the book covers such topics as abortion, surrogacy, cloning, informed consent, malpractice, 
refusal of care, and organ transplantation. Structured like a legal casebook, Law and Bioethics includes 
the text of almost all the landmark cases that have shaped bioethics. Jerry Menikoff offers commentary 
on each of these cases, as well as a lucid introduction to the U.S. legal system, explaining federalism 
and underlying common law concepts. Students and professionals in medicine and public health, as 
well as specialists in bioethics, will find the book a valuable resource.

The Cambridge Textbook of Bioethics

Law and Bioethics
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