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The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait under Saddam Hussein was profoundly shaped by a complex "war of 
words," where politics and religion were skillfully manipulated. This period saw intense rhetoric from 
Saddam, seeking to justify the occupation while framing the conflict in regional and ideological terms, 
deeply impacting Middle East politics and contributing to the Gulf War causes.
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Saddam's War of Words

From a Western perspective, the Persian Gulf War of 1990-1991 largely fulfilled the first President 
Bush's objective: "In, out, do it, do it right, get gone. That's the message." But in the Arab world, the 
causes and consequences of Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait and his subsequent defeat by a 
U.S.-led coalition were never so clear-cut. The potent blend of Islam and Arab nationalism that Saddam 
forged to justify the unjustifiable—his invasion of a Muslim state—gained remarkable support among 
both Muslims and Arabs and continued to resonate in the Middle East long after the fighting ended. 
Indeed, as this study argues in passing, it became a significant strand in the tangled web of ideologies 
and actions that led to the attacks of 9/11. This landmark book offers the first in-depth investigation 
of how Saddam Hussein used Islam and Arab nationalism to legitimate his invasion of Kuwait in the 
eyes of fellow Muslims and Arabs, while delegitimating the actions of the U.S.-led coalition and its Arab 
members. Jerry M. Long addresses three fundamental issues: how extensively and in what specific 
ways Iraq appealed to Islam during the Kuwait crisis; how elites, Islamists, and the elusive Arab "street," 
both in and out of the coalition, responded to that appeal and why they responded as they did; and the 
longer-term effects that resulted from Saddam's strategy.

The Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait

Evaluates three factors which may explain the causes of the Gulf War. First, the author compares 
Saddam Hussein's personality to other war-like dictators, analyzes the internal weaknesses of the Iraqi 
state, and then assesses the formal anarchy of the post
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Focusing on the 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, Hamdi Hassan offers a balanced examination of the 
motivation of the Iraqi polity and the conditions that accelerated and facilitated the decision to invade. 
Hassan examines how Saddam Hussein assessed and responded to American and Israeli intentions 
after the invasion, the reaction of other Arab states, and the unprecedented grassroots support of the 
Iraqi leadership. In this context, the author examines the social structure of Iraqi society - families, clans 
and regional alliances - and the importance of Ba'athism. Hassan also examines the political structure 
of the country, relating the identity of Arabism - the religion and language that is associated closely with 
the Pan Arabist ideals - to Iraqi foreign policy.Controversial and critical of the traditional approach of 
most Middle East studies, this book broadens the ongoing debates on the future of Islamic societies.

The Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait

Evaluates three factors which may explain the causes of the Gulf War. First, the author compares 
Saddam Hussein's personality to other war-like dictators, analyzes the internal weaknesses of the Iraqi 
state, and then assesses the formal anarchy of the post

Speeches of Deception

It has been said that Saddam Hussein held an almost hypnotic force over the Iraqi people when he 
spoke. Without a doubt, this volume reveals that Saddam is an amazing orator who uses his special 
talent to obilize a nation to do his bidding. This book is a window into the present where we can 
witness the power Saddam Hussein's words had over the masses. The consequences of a nation of a 
world rested upon this unique blend of propaganda and emotion. No one should forget the devastation 
brought about by President Saddam Hussein and this collection of 27 Speeches by the dictator is a 
unique opportunity to experience how words can be used to incite a nation.A work of this sort will 
give the reading public direct access to Saddam Hussein's Dictatorship, which the reader in turn can 
closely study, by making use of the bibliographic material that is listed. This is a vitally important avenue 
to provide the reading public.

The Outlaw State

The shooting war is over in the Persian Gulf. However, the war of words about it is only now beginning. 
Elaine Sciolino, who has covered the Middle East during the past decade for ``The New York Times'', 
fires the opening salvo in an effort to explain and analyze how the war came about. She first warned us 
about Saddam Hussein in 1985 in an article for The New York Times Magazine. Now she tells us how 
Saddam came to power; why he invaded Kuwait, what effects the war's outcome will have; and what 
happens to the region's balance of power with Saddam's army destroyed.

Saddam Hussein

.The idea of direct invasion is the greatest threat to Saddam. It avoids the problems of securing local 
allies, inside and outside Iraq, which bedevil any indirect approach to get rid of him. But it has one 
immense disadvantage from the US point of view . if the US invades Iraq to install its own government 
it will be taking direct physical control of an area containing more than half the world.s oil reserves. It will 
look like the founding of a new American empire based on physical force and will be deeply resented 
. It would outrage the Arabs at a moment when the Israel-Palestine conflict is in a particularly bloody 
phase. America could find that it has overplayed its hand, just as Saddam did when he invaded Kuwait 
twelve years ago...From the new Prologue At the outset of the 1991 Gulf War, US leaders resolved the 
.Iraqis will pay the price., so long as Saddam Hussein remained in power. This book makes chillingly 
clear just how terrible that price has been. Eleven years ago Saddam was caught by surprise; his 
preparations since September 11 show that lessons have been learnt. In a substantial new prologue 
the authors analyse these preparations and the terrifying consequences of a military invasion of Iraq.

Saddam is Iraq

Identified as a member of the "axis of evil" by President George W. Bush, Saddam Hussein's Iraq 
continues to pose a major threat to the region and to Western society. Saddam has doggedly pursued 
the development of weapons of mass destruction, despite U.N. sanctions imposed at the conclusion 
of the Gulf crisis. To deal effectively with Saddam Hussein requires a clear understanding of his 
motivations, perceptions, and decision-making. To provide a framework for this complex political leader, 



a comprehensive political psychology profile has been developed, and his actions since the crisis 
analyzed in the context of this political psychology assessment

George Bush Vs. Saddam Hussein

According to the author, the recent Gulf War was brought on not by the clash of national interests, but 
by the intense personal rivalry between George Bush and Saddam Hussein. To support his thesis, 
Hilsman examines the history of the Persian Gulf region, then traces the events leading to the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and the U.S.'s decision to send troops to Saudi Arabia.

Iraq a Complicated State

This book is a personal history of Iraq, told from the point of view of a family man living there during 
Saddam Hussein's reign and its aftermath. It examines all the factors leading to the current situation 
and challenges the misunderstandings currently fuelling the media: for example, a Sunni belonging to 
the Ba'ath Party is expected to be an extremist Saddam loyalist. He knew friends among Saddam's 
government ministers, who suffered under Saddam and regularly plotted to overthrow him. It contain 
1.A brief history of the city of Baghdad, which during its golden age was a great centre of culture and 
learning. It was a setting for the One Thousand and One Arabian Nights, in which Queen Scheherazade 
called it the City of Peace. 2.A picture of Baghdad in the year 2000. At first glance, it is a new golden 
age, but there is much suffering here. An overview of my family life and of the racial and religious 
harmony in which we live, and of the day-to-day effects of the 13th years US trade embargo. In 2003, 
when war with the U.S. & its allies becomes inevitable, my neighbourhood prepares for evacuation. I 
flee across the Tigris with my wife and children. We are caught right in the middle of the Shock and 
Awe campaign. When the attack dies down, I drive home under a rain of missiles 3.A history of the 
races and religions of Iraq. The Western media suggests that Saddam's Iraq comprised a ruling Sunni 
minority and a serving Shi'ite majority. This was not the case. Iraq is not solely Muslim, and its Muslims 
are not all of the Sunni or Shi'ite faiths. The Sunnis were not the majority, and most were ordinary 
people, as downtrodden as everyone else. The media say that Iraq comprises two opposing races: 
Arabs and Kurds. This, too, is wrong, as it has many indigenous races and we are used to living in 
harmony. 4.Details of The Kurdish conflict. 5.Saddam invades Kuwait. Details of its effects. 6.The war 
which brings down Saddam destroys Iraq's infrastructure and leave tens of thousands without homes 
or jobs. 7.An overview of the reasons behind the US & its ally's to the war on Iraq, and the reasons 
why the country has got so out of hand. 8.The Coalition Provision Authority takes its advice from exiled 
Iraqi groups with personal agendas

Saddam Hussein and the Crisis in the Gulf

Examines the rise of Hussein, his influence in Iraq, his invasion of Kuwait, and the threat he poses for 
the stability of the Middle East.

Saddam Hussein in the Post-Gulf War

Includes detailed and edited transcripts of interviews with General Hamdani as well as a summary of 
insights as interpreted by the interviewers.

Iraq

An analysis of the Iraq-Kuwait conflict by an Iraqi political scientist residing in the U.S.

Saddam's War

This book draws on newly available archives from the Iraqi state and Ba'th Party to present a revisionist 
history of Saddam Hussein's religious policies. The point of doing this, other than to correct the current 
understanding of Saddam's political use of religion through his presidency, is to argue that the policies 
promoted then directly contributed to the rise of religious insurgencies in post-2003 Iraq as well as 
the current and probably future crises in the country. In looking at Saddam's policies in the 1990s, 
many have interpreted his support for state religion as evidence of a dramatic shift away from Arab 
nationalism, toward political Islam. But this book shows that the 'Faith Campaign' he launched during 
this time was the culmination of a plan to use religion for political ends, begun upon his assumption 
of the Iraqi presidency in 1979. At this time, Saddam began constructing the institutional capacity to 
control and monitor Iraqi religious institutions. The resulting authoritarian structures allowed him to 



employ Islamic symbols and rhetoric in public policy, but in a controlled manner. By the 1990s, these 
policies became fully realized. Following the American-led invasion of Iraq in 2003, religion remained 
prominent in Iraqi public life, but the system that Saddam had put in place to contain it was destroyed. 
Sunni and Shi'i extremists who had been suppressed and silenced were now free. They thrived in an 
atmosphere where religion had been actively promoted, and formed militant organizations which have 
torn the country apart since.

Crisis in the Arabian Gulf

A comprehensive account of the Iran-Iraq War through the lens of the Iraqi regime and its senior military 
commanders.

Confrontation in the Gulf

Describes the history of Iraq, from its beginnings as the Sumarian civilization in Mesopotamia through 
the present day.

Compulsion in Religion

This volume offers a comprehensive overview of international political violence by bringing together 
foreign policy experts on several regions who examine conflicts in the Fertile Crescent, the Balkans, the 
Post-Soviet Region, the Himalayas, Southeast Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa. With cogent assessments 
of civil conflicts that threaten to be part of a ‘global jihad’, each chapter both dissects the historical roots 
and socio-economic causes that catalyze terrorism in those areas, as well as posits ways for the United 
States to meet the myriad of foreign policy challenges posed by the growing threat of contemporary 
international terrorism.

The Iran-Iraq War

During the 2003 war that ended Saddam Hussein's regime, coalition forces captured thousands of 
hours of secret recordings of meetings, phone calls and conferences. Originally prepared by the 
Institute for Defense Analyses for the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense for Policy, this study 
presents annotated transcripts of Iraqi audio recordings of meetings between Saddam Hussein and 
his inner circle. The Saddam Tapes, along with the much larger digital collection of captured records 
at the National Defense University's Conflict Records Research Center, will provide researchers with 
important insights into the inner workings of the regime and, it is hoped, the nature of authoritarian 
regimes more generally. The collection has implications for a range of historical questions. How did 
Saddam react to the pressures of his wars? How did he manage the Machiavellian world he created? 
How did he react to the signals and actions of the international community on matters of war and 
peace? Was there a difference between the public and the private Saddam on critical matters of state? 
A close examination of this material in the context of events and other available evidence will address 
these and other questions.

A Brief History of Iraq

Choice Outstanding Academic Title of 2016 Investigates the causes, conduct, and consequences of 
the recent American wars in Iraq and Afghanistan Understanding the United States’ wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan is essential to understanding the United States in the first decade of the new millennium 
and beyond. These wars were pivotal to American foreign policy and international relations. They were 
expensive: in lives, in treasure, and in reputation. They raised critical ethical and legal questions; they 
provoked debates over policy, strategy, and war-planning; they helped to shape American domestic 
politics. And they highlighted a profound division among the American people: While more than two 
million Americans served in Iraq and Afghanistan, many in multiple deployments, the vast majority of 
Americans and their families remained untouched by and frequently barely aware of the wars conducted 
in their name, far from American shores, in regions about which they know little. Understanding the U.S. 
Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan gives us the first book-length expert historical analysis of these wars. It 
shows us how they began, what they teach us about the limits of the American military and diplomacy, 
and who fought them. It examines the lessons and legacies of wars whose outcomes may not be clear 
for decades. In 1945 few Americans could imagine that the country would be locked in a Cold War 
with the Soviet Union for decades; fewer could imagine how history would paint the era. Understanding 



the U.S. Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan begins to come to grips with the period when America became 
enmeshed in a succession of “low intensity” conflicts in the Middle East.

Flashpoints in the War on Terrorism

Viewing Iraq from the outside is made easier by compartmentalising its people (at least the Arabs 
among them) into Shi'as and Sunnis. But can such broad terms, inherently resistant to accurate 
quantification, description and definition, ever be a useful reflection of any society? If not, are we to 
discard the terms 'Shi'a' and 'Sunni' in seeking to understand Iraq? Or are we to deny their relevance 
and ignore them when considering Iraqi society? How are we to view the common Iraqi injunction that 
'we are all brothers' or that 'we have no Shi'as and Sunnis' against the fact of sectarian civil war in 
2006? Are they friends or enemies? Are they united or divided; indeed, are they Iraqis or are they Shi'as 
and Sunnis? Fanar Haddad provides the first comprehensive examination of sectarian relations and 
sectarian identities in Iraq. Rather than treating the subject by recourse to broad-based categorisation, 
his analysis recognises the inherent ambiguity of group identity. The salience of sectarian identity and 
views towards self and other are neither fixed nor constant; rather, they are part of a continuously 
fluctuating dynamic that sees the relevance of sectarian identity advancing and receding according 
to context and to wider socioeconomic and political conditions. What drives the salience of sectarian 
identity? How are sectarian identities negotiated in relation to Iraqi national identity and what role do 
sectarian identities play in the social and political lives of Iraqi Sunnis and Shi'as? These are some of 
the questions explored in this book with a particular focus on the two most significant turning points 
in modern Iraqi sectarian relations: the uprisings of March 1991 and the fall of the Ba'ath in 2003. 
Haddad explores how sectarian identities are negotiated and seeks finally to put to rest the alarmist 
and reductionist accounts that seek either to portray all things Iraqi in sectarian terms or to reduce 
sectarian identity to irrelevance.

The Saddam Tapes

The authoritative account of the sectarian division that for centuries has shaped events in the Middle 
East and the Islamic world. In 632, soon after the prophet Muhammad died, a struggle broke out among 
his followers as to who would succeed him. The majority argued that the new leader of Islam should be 
elected by the community's elite. Others believed only members of Muhammad's family could lead. This 
dispute over who should guide Muslims, the appointed Caliph or the bloodline Imam, marks the origin 
of the Sunni-Shii split in Islam. Toby Matthiesen explores this hugely significant division from its origins 
to the present day. Moving chronologically, his book sheds light on the many ways that it has shaped 
the Islamic world, outlining how over the centuries Sunnism and Shiism became Islams two main 
branches, particularly after the Muslim Empires embraced sectarian identity. It reveals how colonial 
rule institutionalised divisions between Sunnism and Shiism both on the Indian subcontinent and in the 
greater Middle East, giving rise to pan-Islamic resistance and Sunni and Shii revivalism. It then focuses 
on the fall-out from the 1979 revolution in Iran and the US-led military intervention in Iraq. As Matthiesen 
shows, however, though Sunnism and Shiism have had a long and antagonistic history, most Muslims 
have led lives characterised by confessional ambiguity and peaceful co-existence. Tensions arise 
when sectarian identity becomes linked to politics. Based on a synthesis of decades of scholarship 
in numerous languages, The Caliph and the Imam will become the standard text for readers looking 
for a deeper understanding of contemporary sectarian conflict and its historical roots.

Understanding the U.S. Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan

The move away from post-Cold War unipolarity and the rise of revisionist states like Russia and China 
pose a rapidly escalating and confounding threat for the liberal international order. In Iraq against the 
World, Samuel Helfont offers a new narrative of Iraqi foreign policy after the 1991 Gulf War to argue 
that Saddam Hussein executed a political warfare campaign that facilitated this disturbance to global 
norms. Following the Gulf War, the UN imposed sanctions and inspections on the Iraqi state--conditions 
that Saddam Hussein was in no position to challenge militarily or through traditional diplomacy. Hussein 
did, however, wage an influence campaign designed to break the unity of the UN Security Council. The 
Iraqis helped to impede emerging norms of international cooperation and prodded potentially revisionist 
states to act on latent inclinations to undermine a liberal post-Cold War order. Drawing on internal 
files from the ruling Ba'th Party, Helfont highlights previously unknown Iraqi foreign policy strategies, 
including the prominent use of influence operations and manipulative statesmanship. He traces Ba'thist 
operations around the globe--from the streets of New York and Stockholm, to the mosques of Pakistan 



and Saudi Arabia, to the halls of power in Paris and Moscow. Iraqi Ba'thists carried out espionage, 
planted stories in the foreign press, established overt and covert relations with various political parties, 
and attempted to silence anyone who disrupted their preferred political narrative. They presented 
themselves simply as Iraqis concerned about the suffering of their friends and families in their home 
country, and, consequently, were able to assemble a loose political coalition that was unknowingly being 
employed to meet Iraq's strategic goals. This, in turn, divided Western states and weakened norms of 
cooperation and consensus toward rules-based solutions to international disputes, causing significant 
damage to liberal internationalism and the institutions that were supposed to underpin it. A powerful 
reconsideration of the history of Iraqi foreign policy in the 1990s and the early 2000s, Iraq against the 
World offers new insights into the evolution of the post-Cold War order.

Sectarianism in Iraq

Why do states often refuse to yield to military threats from a more powerful actor, such as the United 
States? Why do they frequently prefer war to compliance? International Relations scholars generally 
employ the rational choice logic of consequences or the constructivist logic of appropriateness to 
explain this puzzling behavior. Max Weber, however, suggested a third logic of choice in his magnum 
opus Economy and Society: human decision making can also be motivated by emotions. Drawing on 
Weber and more recent scholarship in sociology and psychology, Robin Markwica introduces the logic 
of affect, or emotional choice theory, into the field of International Relations. The logic of affect posits 
that actors' behavior is shaped by the dynamic interplay among their norms, identities, and five key 
emotions: fear, anger, hope, pride, and humiliation. Markwica puts forward a series of propositions that 
specify the affective conditions under which leaders are likely to accept or reject a coercer's demands. 
To infer emotions and to examine their influence on decision making, he develops a methodological 
strategy combining sentiment analysis and an interpretive form of process tracing. He then applies the 
logic of affect to Nikita Khrushchev's behavior during the Cuban missile crisis in 1962 and Saddam 
Hussein's decision making in the Gulf conflict in 1990-1 offering a novel explanation for why U.S. 
coercive diplomacy succeeded in one case but not in the other.

The Caliph and the Imam

Most wars between countries end quickly and at relatively low cost. The few in which high-intensity 
fighting continues for years bring about a disproportionate amount of death and suffering. What sepa-
rates these few unusually long and intense wars from the many conflicts that are far less destructive? In 
Logics of War, Alex Weisiger tests three explanations for a nation's decision to go to war and continue 
fighting regardless of the costs. He combines sharp statistical analysis of interstate wars over the past 
two centuries with nine narrative case studies. He examines both well-known conflicts like World War 
II and the Persian Gulf War, as well as unfamiliar ones such as the 1864-1870 Paraguayan War (or 
the War of the Triple Alliance), which proportionally caused more deaths than any other war in modern 
history. When leaders go to war expecting easy victory, events usually correct their misperceptions 
quickly and with fairly low casualties, thereby setting the stage for a negotiated agreement. A second 
explanation involves motives born of domestic politics; as war becomes more intense, however, leaders 
are increasingly constrained in their ability to continue the fighting. Particularly destructive wars instead 
arise from mistrust of an opponent's intentions. Countries that launch preventive wars to forestall 
expected decline tend to have particularly ambitious war aims that they hold to even when fighting 
goes poorly. Moreover, in some cases, their opponents interpret the preventive attack as evidence 
of a dispositional commitment to aggression, resulting in the rejection of any form of negotiation and 
a demand for unconditional surrender. Weisiger's treatment of a topic of central concern to scholars 
of major wars will also be read with great interest by military historians, political psychologists, and 
sociologists.

Regional Fears of Western Primacy and the Future of U.S. Middle Eastern Basing Policy

A new account of modern Iraqi politics that overturns the conventional wisdom about its sectarian 
divisions How did Iraq become one of the most repressive dictatorships of the late twentieth century? 
The conventional wisdom about Iraq's modern political history is that the country was doomed by its 
diverse social fabric. But in State of Repression, Lisa Blaydes challenges this belief by showing that the 
country's breakdown was far from inevitable. At the same time, she offers a new way of understanding 
the behavior of other authoritarian regimes and their populations. Drawing on archival material captured 
from the headquarters of Saddam Hussein's ruling Ba'th Party in the wake of the 2003 US invasion, 



Blaydes illuminates the complexities of political life in Iraq, including why certain Iraqis chose to 
collaborate with the regime while others worked to undermine it. She demonstrates that, despite the 
Ba'thist regime's pretensions to political hegemony, its frequent reliance on collective punishment of 
various groups reinforced and cemented identity divisions. At the same time, a series of costly external 
shocks to the economy—resulting from fluctuations in oil prices and Iraq's war with Iran—weakened 
the capacity of the regime to monitor, co-opt, coerce, and control factions of Iraqi society. In addition 
to calling into question the common story of modern Iraqi politics, State of Repression offers a new 
explanation of why and how dictators repress their people in ways that can inadvertently strengthen 
regime opponents.

Iraq Against the World

The Iran-Iraq War were one of the longest and most devastating uninterrupted wars amongst modern 
nation states. It produced neither victor nor vanquished and left the regimes in both countries basically 
intact. However, it is clear that the domestic, regional and international repercussions of the war mean 
that 'going back' is not an option. Iraq owes too much to regain the lead it formerly held in economic 
performance and development levels. What then does reconstruction mean? In this book, Kamran Mofid 
counteracts the scant analysis to date of the economic consequences of the Gulf War by analysing its 
impact on both economies in terms of oil production, exports, foreign exchange earnings, non-defence 
foreign trade and agricultural performance. In the final section, Mofid brings together the component 
parts of the economic cost of the war to assign a dollar value to the devastation.

Emotional Choices

This volume of documents relates to the legal aspects of the international crisis arising out of the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait in August 1996.

Logics of War

Based on candid interviews with 35 nurses who were deployed for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
this is the first book to reveal the stresses and moral dilemmas they experienced as they transitioned 
back into everyday life. The nurses share their difficulties with family separation, clinical reassignments, 
post-traumatic stress disorder, the perceived stigma of seeking mental health counseling, and compas-
sion fatigue. They describe how "doing nursing" in a war zone changed them personally and expanded 
their nursing skills, and how reintegration was more difficult than they had anticipated. In addition 
to serving as a personal account of the experiences,both individual and collective,of these military 
nurses, the book will serve researchers as a compelling example of qualitative, phenomenological, 
and descriptive research. Interviewees describe in vivid detail their homecoming, family adjustments, 
renegotiation of spousal and parenting roles, domestic and workplace challenges, and many other 
dilemmas posed by the reintegration process. They provide insights and thoughtful recommendations 
for changes to current military debriefing to improve the experiences of future wartime nurses. En-
compassing all three branches of the military, the book also examines the differences between active 
duty services and reserve unit services, issues of substance abuse, the Veterans Administration, the 
burden of multiple deployments, and other common threads among nurses who served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. KEY FEATURES: Provides vivid narrative accounts of nurses' reintegration experiences 
Delivers the first research study of nursing reintegration, which includes Army, Navy, and Air Force 
Nurse Corps officers following deployment in the Iraqi and Afghani Conflicts Demonstrates how a 
comprehensive qualitative nursing research study can be crafted into a highly accessible, compelling 
account Explores the personal and professional paths of 35 nurses returning from war Addresses the 
reintegration differences between active duty versus reserve status

State of Repression

Minority rights in the Middle East are subject to different legal regimes: national law and international 
law, as well as Islamic law. This book investigates the treatment of ethnic and religious minorities in 
the region both from a historical and contemporary perspective, before addressing three case studies: 
Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.

The Economic Consequences of the Gulf War



Examines whether traditional paradigms of totalitarian rule can be applied to Ba'thist Iraq. This work 
examines state-society relations and uncovers the nature of the regime and how Iraqis lived with it.

The Kuwait Crisis

The shift in international relations towards multipolarity has had profound implications across the world, 
but particularly in highly penetrated regions, such as the Middle East. This book explores the rivalry 
between the United States, Russia, and China in the region, investigating its effects and assessing the 
influence of regional actors and issues. Each chapter offers a comprehensive analysis of three core 
questions: how does global power competition manifest itself?; how does it impact regional political, 
economic, and security dynamics?; and how do regional actors and issues influence the trajectory 
and dynamics of global power competition? Expert international contributors take a country case 
study approach to consider these questions and investigate the most pressing contemporary events, 
issues, and trends in Middle Eastern politics. Tackling transregional and global issues and themes they 
analyse the convergence, divergence, and competition between global powers in managing threats 
and interests such as terrorism, energy and cyber security, nuclear non-proliferation, conflict resolution, 
and warfare. This volume will appeal to scholars and students of international relations, great power 
competition, China, Russia, the USA, and the Middle East.

Nurses After War

This book examines Arab identity in the contemporary Middle East, and explains why that identity has 
been maintained alongside state and religious identities over the last 40 years.

Minority Rights in the Middle East

Argues that the failure of the United States to create successful peace settlements when ending the 
major wars of the twentieth century has only led to subsequent conflicts and new wars which attempt 
to resolve the issues of the previous war.

State-Society Relations in Ba'thist Iraq

Years after the U.S. invasion of Iraq, a loosely organized insurgency continues to target American and 
Coalition soldiers, as well as Iraqi security forces and civilians, with devastating results. In this sobering 
account of the ongoing violence, Ahmed Hashim, a specialist on Middle Eastern strategic issues and on 
irregular warfare, reveals the insurgents behind the widespread revolt, their motives, and their tactics. 
The insurgency, he shows, is not a united movement directed by a leadership with a single ideological 
vision. Instead, it involves former regime loyalists, Iraqis resentful of foreign occupation, foreign and 
domestic Islamist extremists, and elements of organized crime. These groups have cooperated with one 
another in the past and coordinated their attacks; but the alliance between nationalist Iraqi insurgents on 
the one hand and religious extremists has frayed considerably. The U.S.-led offensive to retake Fallujah 
in November 2004 and the success of the elections for the Iraqi National Assembly in January 2005 
have led more "mainstream" insurgent groups to begin thinking of reinforcing the political arm of their 
opposition movement and to seek political guarantees for the Sunni Arab community in the new Iraq. 
Hashim begins by placing the Iraqi revolt in its historical context. He next profiles the various insurgent 
groups, detailing their origins, aims, and operational and tactical modi operandi. He concludes with 
an unusually candid assessment of the successes and failures of the Coalition's counter-insurgency 
campaign. Looking ahead, Hashim warns that ethnic and sectarian groups may soon be pitted against 
one another in what will be a fiercely contested fight over who gets what in the new Iraq. Evidence 
that such a conflict is already developing does not augur well for Iraq's future stability. Both Iraq and 
the United States must work hard to ensure that slow but steady success over the insurgency is not 
overshadowed by growing ethno-sectarian animosities as various groups fight one another for the 
biggest slice of the political and economic pie. In place of sensational headlines, official triumphalism, 
and hand-wringing, Insurgency and Counter-Insurgency in Iraq offers a clear-eyed analysis of the 
increasingly complex violence that threatens the very future of Iraq.

China, Russia, and the USA in the Middle East

The Persian Gulf has come to represent one of the most strategically significant waterways of the world. 
In terms of geography, geopolitics, resources, global political economy, and regional influence, the Gulf 
is perhaps home to the world's most significant group of countries. Focusing on the complexities of the 



interplay between domestic-level changes and region-wide interactions, this book presents the reader 
with the first comprehensive survey of the dynamics of change in this crucial area. Systemic-oriented in 
its approach, the impact of war and revolution on the countries of the sub-region is discussed, and the 
ways in which these factors have shaped the security dilemmas and responses of the Gulf States is also 
explored. The role of oil is examined in terms of the impact of its income on these states and societies, 
and the manner in which oil has shaped the integration of these states into the global system. Oil has 
shrunk developmental time in these countries, and has accelerated generational shift. At the same 
time, it has created the dialectical relationship which now characterizes the difficult balance between 
prosperity and instability which is at the heart of the sub-region. Casting new light on the workings of 
a strategically significant part of the international system, this book will be an essential resource for 
students and scholars of international relations, international security and Middle Eastern politics.

Everyday Arab Identity

How Wars End
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