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Rigoberta Menchu Defending Human Rights In 
Guatemala Women Changing The World

#Rigoberta Menchu #Guatemala Human Rights #Indigenous Rights #Women Activism #Nobel Peace Prize 

Rigoberta Menchú, a tireless advocate and indigenous leader from Guatemala, has dedicated her life to 
defending human rights amidst profound challenges. Her powerful work exemplifies the transformative 
impact women can have in changing the world through unwavering commitment to justice and peace.
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Rigoberta Menchu

A new multicultural biography series for young readers that focuses on major achievements by women 
from around the world.

Rigoberta Menchu

The book tells the stories of such women as Myrna Mack Chang, murdered by Guatemalan security 
forces, and Rigoberta Menchu, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize.

Voices of the Voiceless

A biographical account of the Quiche Indian woman from Guatemala who won the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1992 in recognition of her work for social justice."

Rigoberta Menchú Túm

"Now a global bestseller, the remarkable life of Rigoberta Menchú, a Guatemalan peasant woman, 
reflects on the experiences common to many Indian communities in Latin America. Menchú suffered 
gross injustice and hardship in her early life: her brother, father and mother were murdered by the 
Guatemalan military. She learned Spanish and turned to catechistic work as an expression of political 
revolt as well as religious commitment. Menchú vividly conveys the traditional beliefs of her community 
and her personal response to feminist and socialist ideas. Above all, these pages are illuminated by the 
enduring courage and passionate sense of justice of an extraordinary woman."--Publisher description.

I, Rigoberta Menchú

Groundbreaking volume provides positive strategies for eliminating gender bias in middle school and 
high school classrooms.
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Women's Studies Quarterly (28: 3-4)

A Nobel Peace Prize winner reflects on poverty, injustice, and the struggles of Mayan communities 
in Guatemala, offering “a fascinating and moving description of the culture of an entire people” (The 
Times) Now a global bestseller, the remarkable life of Rigoberta Menchú, a Guatemalan peasant 
woman, reflects on the experiences common to many Indian communities in Latin America. Menchú 
suffered gross injustice and hardship in her early life: her brother, father and mother were murdered 
by the Guatemalan military. She learned Spanish and turned to catechistic work as an expression 
of political revolt as well as religious commitment. Menchú vividly conveys the traditional beliefs of 
her community and her personal response to feminist and socialist ideas. Above all, these pages are 
illuminated by the enduring courage and passionate sense of justice of an extraordinary woman.

I, Rigoberta Menchu

A compelling look at a national leader in the struggle to restore Native American lands.

Winona Laduke

A timely and vital issue of this leading journal examines the impact of new technologies on the lives of 
women.

Women's Studies Quarterly

Women at War portrays books and other resources that feature girls, young women, and adult women 
actively involved in various ways in battles, wars, and war-time activities, including their roles as nurses, 
doctors, spies, soldiers, correspondents, photographers, as well as their roles on the home front. 
Fiction, picture books, nonfiction, biographies, autobiographies, collective biographies, oral narratives, 
reference books, journal and periodical articles, and non-print and electronic resources are included. 
Teachers and librarians will find this to be an excellent curriculum-planning resource.

Women Engaged in War in Literature for Youth

Provides bibliographic information about noteworthy books which provide information on the people, 
history, art, and culture, as well as the political, social, and economic problems of Latin America, Spain, 
and the United States.

The Best of Latino Heritage 1996-2002

With contributions from more than two hundred women, this candid, funny, and ultimately soft-hearted 
take on the feminine covers politics, pop culture, body image, sports, family life, the environment, and 
much, much more. Original.

El-Hi Textbooks & Serials in Print, 2005

Oral history of an elderly black woman recounting the story of her nine decades in Cuba.

If Women Ruled the World

This collection of pieces by Australian and International feminists brings together the voices of women 
and discusses the connections between war, terrorism, fundamentalism, racism, global capitalism and 
male violence. They have deconstructed this story in a powerful indictment of current global politics.

Reyita

Rigoberta Menchú is a living legend, a young woman who said that her odyssey from a Mayan 
Indian village to revolutionary exile was "the story of all poor Guatemalans." By turning herself into 
an everywoman, she became a powerful symbol for 500 years of indigenous resistance to colonialism. 
Her testimony, I, Rigoberta Menchú, denounced atrocities by the Guatemalan army and propelled her 
to the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize. But her story was not the eyewitness account that she claimed. In this 
hotly debated book, key points of which have been corroborated by the New York Times, David Stoll 
compares a cult text with local testimony from Rigoberta Menchú's hometown. His reconstruction of 
her story goes to the heart of debates over political correctness and identity politics and provides a 
dramatic illustration of the rebirth of the sacred in the postmodern academy. This expanded edition 



includes a new foreword from Elizabeth Burgos, the editor of I, Rigoberta Menchú, as well as a new 
afterword from Stoll, who discusses Rigoberta Menchú's recent bid for the Guatemalan presidency and 
addresses the many controversies and debates that have arisen since the book was first published.

September 11, 2001

In 1984, indigenous rights activist Rigoberta Menchú published a harrowing account of life under a 
military dictatorship in Guatemala. That autobiography—I, Rigoberta Menchú—transformed the study 
and understanding of modern Guatemalan history and brought its author international renown. She 
won a Nobel Peace Prize in 1992. At that point, she became the target of historians seeking to discredit 
her testimony and deny US complicity in the genocidal policies of the Guatemalan regime. Told here is 
the story of an unlettered woman who became the spokesperson for her people and clashed with the 
intellectual apologists of the world’s most powerful nation. What happened to her autobiography speaks 
volumes about power, perception and race on the world stage. This critical companion to Menchú’s 
work will disabuse many readers of the lies that have been told about this courageous individual.

MultiCultural Review

One of Argentina's 30,000 "disappeared," Alicia Partnoy was abducted from her home by secret police 
and taken to a concentration camp where she was tortured, and where most of the other prisoners were 
killed. Her writings were smuggled out of prison and published anonymously in human rights journals. 
The Little School is Alicia Partnoy's memoir of her disappearance and imprisonment in Argentina in 
the 1970s. Told in a series of tales that resound in memory like parables, The Little School is proof of 
the resilience of the human spirit and the healing powers of art. This second edition features a revised 
introduction by the author and a preface by Julia Alvarez.

Rigoberta Menchu And The Story Of All Poor Guatemalans

This indispensable text reader provides a broad-ranging and thoughtfully organized feminist introduc-
tion to the ongoing controversies of development in Latin America and the Caribbean. Designed for 
use in a variety of college courses, the volume collects an influential group of essays first published 
in Latin American Perspectives. Each part is organized into thematic sections that focus on work, 
politics, and culture, and each includes substantive introductions that identify key issues in the scholarly 
literature on women and gender in the region. Demonstrating the rich, multidisciplinary nature of 
Latin American studies, these essays promote critical thinking about women's place and power, about 
theory and research strategies, and about contemporary economic, political, and social conditions. 
They convincingly show why women have become an increasingly important subject of research, 
acknowledge their gains and struggles over time, and explore the contributions that feminist theory 
has made toward the recognition of gender as a relevant—indeed essential—category for analyzing 
the political economy of development.



Theology Brewed in an African Pot

The state has recently been rediscovered as an object of inquiry by a broad range of scholars. 
Reflecting the new vitality of the field of political anthropology, States of Imagination draws together 
the best of this recent critical thinking to explore the postcolonial state. Contributors focus on a variety 
of locations from Guatemala, Pakistan, and Peru to India and Ecuador; they study what the state looks 
like to those seeing it from the vantage points of rural schools, police departments, small villages, 
and the inside of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Focusing on the micropolitics of everyday 
state-making, the contributors examine the mythologies, paradoxes, and inconsistencies of the state 
through ethnographies of diverse postcolonial practices. They show how the authority of the state 
is constantly challenged from the local as well as the global and how growing demands to confer 
rights and recognition to ever more citizens, organizations, and institutions reveal a persistent myth 
of the state as a source of social order and an embodiment of popular sovereignty. Demonstrating 
the indispensable value of ethnographic work on the practices and the symbols of the state, States of 
Imagination showcases a range of studies and methods to provide insight into the diverse forms of the 
postcolonial state as an arena of both political and cultural struggle. This collection will interest students 
and scholars of anthropology, cultural studies, sociology, political science, and history. Contributors. 
Lars Buur, Mitchell Dean, Akhil Gupta, Thomas Blom Hansen, Steffen Jensen, Aletta J. Norval, David 
Nugent, Sarah Radcliffe, Rachel Sieder, Finn Stepputat, Martijn van Beek, Oskar Verkaaik, Fiona 
Wilson

Who Is Rigoberta Menchu?

"Elvia Alvarado tells the story of her life and the life of the people of Honduras. Read it and understand 
the struggle against tyranny of the poor. Read it and act."--Alice Walker

The Little School

Guatemalan indigenous rights activist Rigoberta Menchu first came to international prominence 
following the 1983 publication of her memoir, I, Rigoberta Menchu, which chronicled in compelling 
detail the violence and misery that she and her people suffered during her country's brutal civil war. 
The book focused world attention on Guatemala and led to her being awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1992. In 1999, a book by David Stoll challenged the veracity of key details in Menchu's account, 
generating a storm of controversy. Journalists and scholars squared off regarding whether Menchu 
had lied about her past and, if so, what that would mean about the larger truths revealed in her book. 
In The Rigoberta Menchu Controversy, Arturo Arias has assembled a casebook that offers a balanced 
perspective on the debate. The first section of this volume collects the primary documents -- newspaper 
articles, interviews, and official statements -- in which the debate raged, many translated into English 
for the first time. In the second section, a distinguished group of international scholars assesses the 
political, historical, and cultural contexts of the debate, and considers its implications for such issues 
as the "culture wars\

Rereading Women in Latin America and the Caribbean

This edited, one-volume version presents the first ever English translation of the report of The 
Guatemalan Commission for Historical Clarification (CEH), a truth commission that exposed the details 
of 'la violenca,' during which hundreds of massacres were committed in a scorched-earth campaign 
that displaced approximately one million people.

Winds of Change

The most controversial activist organization of the 21st century, WikiLeaks has attracted strong, diver-
gent opinions from across the political spectrum. Lauded by its supporters for its indispensable role in 
holding governments, corporations, and human rights abusers to account, its advocates and journalists 
have been excoriated by opponents as traitors, threats to legitimate governments, and misogynists. Yet 
so much media attention is focused upon founder Julian Assange, and his ongoing confinement in the 
Ecuadorian embassy in London, that the broader dimensions of WikiLeaks are rarely aired. Especially 
critical in these omissions is the role of women, both in the organization and the more general struggle 
for information freedom. Women, Whistleblowing, WikiLeaks presents a conversation between three 
extraordinary advocates who have been at the forefront of such activity: acclaimed journalist and human 
rights advocate Sarah Harrison, Croatian-German theater director, activist and author Angela Richter, 



and Renata Avila, a celebrated Guatemalan human rights lawyer and digital rights expert. Ranging 
widely, from the dishonesty of the mainstream media and its contrasting treatment of Edward Snowden 
and Chelsea Manning to the terrifying monopolization of personal data under tech behemoths such as 
Facebook and Google, this book is a crucial intervention in the ongoing debate around digital activism.

States of Imagination

Latin America’s diverse political and economic struggles and triumphs have captured the global imag-
ination. The region has been a site of brutal dictators, revolutionary heroes, the Cold War struggle and 
as a place in which the global debt crisis has had some of its most lasting and devastating impacts. Latin 
America continues to undergo rapid transformation, demonstrating both inspirational change and frus-
trating continuities. This text provides a comprehensive introduction to Latin American development in 
the twenty-first century, emphasizing political, economic, social, cultural and environmental dimensions 
of development. It considers key challenges facing the region and the diverse ways in which its people 
are responding, as well as providing analysis of the ways in which such challenges and responses can 
be theorized. This book also explores the region’s historical trajectory, the implementation and rejection 
of the neoliberal model and the role played by diverse social movements. Relations of gender, class 
and race are considered, as well as the ways in which media and popular culture are forging new global 
imaginaries of the continent. The text also considers the increasing difficulties that Latin America faces 
in confronting climate change and environmental degradation. This accessible text gives an overarching 
historical and geographical analysis of the region and critical analysis of recent developments. It is 
accompanied by a diverse range of critical historical and contemporary case studies from all parts of the 
continent, providing readers with the conceptual tools required to analyse theories on Latin American 
development. Each chapter ends with a summary section, discussion topics, suggestions for further 
reading, websites and media resources. This is an indispensable resource for scholars, students and 
practitioners.

Don't Be Afraid, Gringo: A Honduran Woman Speaks From The Heart

Wangari Maathai, founder of The Green Belt Movement, tells its story including the philosophy behind 
it, its challenges, and objectives.

US Department of State Dispatch

Following in the footsteps of Rigoberta Menchu, Maria Teresa Tula describes her childhood, marriage, 
and growing family, as well as her awakening political consciousness, activism, imprisonment, and 
torture. She gains international recognition as a human rights activist through her work in CO-MADRES, 
the Committee of Mothers and Relatives of Political Prisoners, Disappeared and Assassinated of El 
Salvador.

El-Hi Textbooks & Serials in Print, 2000

Contains 32 contributions. Includes the text of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948).

The Rigoberta Menchú Controversy

This vast three-volume Encyclopedia offers more than 4000 entries on all aspects of the dynamic and 
exciting contemporary cultures of Latin America and the Caribbean. Its coverage is unparalleled with 
more than 40 regions discussed and a time-span of 1920 to the present day. "Culture" is broadly defined 
to include food, sport, religion, television, transport, alongside architecture, dance, film, literature, music 
and sculpture. The international team of contributors include many who are based in Latin America and 
the Caribbean making this the most essential, authoritative and authentic Encyclopedia for anyone 
studying Latin American and Caribbean studies. Key features include: * over 4000 entries ranging from 
extensive overview entries which provide context for general issues to shorter, factual or biographical 
pieces * articles followed by bibliographic references which offer a starting point for further research 
* extensive cross-referencing and thematic and regional contents lists direct users to relevant articles 
and help map a route through the entries * a comprehensive index provides further guidance.

Human Rights in Guatemala During President de León Carpio's First Year

"The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is a culmination of a cen-
turies-long struggle by indigenous peoples for justice. It is an important new addition to UN human 



rights instruments in that it promotes equality for the world's indigenous peoples and recognizes their 
collective rights."--Back cover.

Memory of Silence

In this 13th edition of "Adventuring with Books," teachers and librarians will find descriptions of more 
than 850 texts (published between 1999 and 2001) suitable for student use in background research, 
unit study, or pleasure reading, and children will find books that delight, amuse, and entertain. The 
texts described in the book are divided into 24 general topics, including Science Nonfiction; Struggle 
and Survival; Fantasy Literature; Sports; Games and Hobbies; and Mathematics in Our World. To 
highlight literature that reflects the schools' multiple ethnicities, the booklist also introduces readers 
to recent literature that celebrates African American, Asian and Pacific Island, Hispanic American, and 
indigenous cultures. Each chapter begins with a brief list of selection criteria, a streamlined list of all 
annotated titles in that chapter, and an introduction in which chapter editors discuss their criteria and 
the status of available books in that subject area. While the reviews were written by adults, the voices 
and opinions of children are often included as well, lending credence to adult choices of the quality 
children's books. (NKA).

Women, Whistleblowing, WikiLeaks

Focusing on the theme of visions seen by those who dreamed of what might be, Lauren explores 
the dramatic transformation of a world patterned by centuries of human rights abuses into a global 
community that now boldly proclaims that the way governments treat their own people is a matter of 
international concern.

Latin American Development

Latin America has produced an impressive body of sociopolitical work, yet these important texts have 
never been readily available to a wider audience. This anthology offers the first serious, broad-ranging 
collection of English translations of significant Latin American contributions to social and political 
thought spanning the last forty years. Iván Márquez has judiciously selected narratives of resistance 
and liberation; ground-breaking texts in Latin American fields of inquiry such as liberation theology, 
philosophy, pedagogy, and dependency theory; and important readings in guerrilla revolution, socialist 
utopia, and post–Cold War thought, especially in the realms of democracy and civil society, alternatives 
to neoliberalism, and nationalism in the context of globalization. By drawing from an array of diverse 
sources, the book demonstrates the linkages among important tendencies in contemporary Latin 
America, allowing the reader to discover common threads among the selections. Highlighting the vitality, 
diversity, and originality of Latin American thought, this anthology will be invaluable for students and 
scholars across the social sciences and humanities. Contributions by: Domitila Barrios de Chungara, 
Leonardo Boff, Ernesto Cardenal, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Jorge G. Castañeda, Evelina Dagnino, 
Hernando de Soto, Theotonio Dos Santos, Enrique D. Dussel, Enzo Faletto, Paulo Freire, Eduardo H. 
Galeano, Ernesto Che Guevara, Gustavo Gutiérrez, José Ignacio López Vigil, Carlos Marighella, Iván 
Márquez, Rigoberta Menchú, Plinio Apuleyo Mendoza, Carlos Alberto Montaner, Elena Poniatowska, 
Raúl Prebisch, Carlos Salinas de Gotari, Roberto Mangabeira Unger, Alvaro Vargas Llosa, and 
Zapatista Army of National Liberation.

The Green Belt Movement

Hear My Testimony
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