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Healing American Democracy

American democracy is in trouble. Loss of public confidence in the federal government to solve-or 
even care about-the problems and concerns of ordinary people has bred both frustration and anger. 
At the same time, sharp divisions-partisan, demographic, cultural, generational and economic-make 
finding consensus at the federal level nearly impossible. Yet pundits and politicians continue to call for 
leadership that "brings us together" as the antidote to this growing divisiveness. The authors profoundly 
disagree. Mike Hais, Doug Ross and Morley Winograd make a thought-provoking, non-partisan case 
to rebuild Americans' faith in democracy. Coined as "Constitutional Localism" they suggest moving 
as much decision-making as possible out of Washington into local communities, while preserving the 
individual and civil rights granted by the Constitution. EDITORIAL REVIEWS "Messrs Hais, Ross, 
and Winograd have stumbled upon a simple yet brilliant idea for how to fix American democracy: 
empower localities to create their own political and civic solutions while using the Constitution as 
the bedrock for civil rights. From Kalamazoo to Denver, and Knoxville to New Orleans, they provide 
stories about local success, places where leaders have responded to their constituents' needs in a 
way the federal government never could and rebuilt civic trust in the process. The authors' optimism 
and creativity have been sorely needed and should be welcomed by those on both the left and 
the right. On one thing all Americans should be able to agree - we need new solutions and this 
book offers many that are worthy." Michael Smerconish, SiriusXM, CNN, and Sunday Philadelphia 
Inquirer. "Here's a brilliant, alternative solution to our national woes. The notion of bringing power 
back to communities represents the potential upside in an information age that, to date, has driven 
greater centralization, economic concentration and horrendous levels of polarization. This should be a 
foundational text, not to any one political perspective, but to the entire polity." Joel Kotkin, Presidential 
Fellow in Urban Futures, Chapman University and Executive Director, Center for Opportunity Urbanism 
"Tip O'Neill said 'All politics is local.' As Mike Hais, Doug Ross, and Morley Winograd explore in 
this valuable work, while Washington is riven by polarization, some of the most innovative and 
important policies are flowing from local communities today." David Axelrod, Founder and Director of 
the University of Chicago Institute of Politics MORE ABOUT THE AUTHORS (insert pictures from all 

https://chilis.com.pe/search/american-democracy-healing
https://chilis.com.pe/search/american-democracy-healing
https://chilis.com.pe/search/local-political-reform
https://chilis.com.pe/search/grassroots-civic-engagement
https://chilis.com.pe/search/democratic-renewal-initiatives
https://chilis.com.pe/search/democratic-renewal-initiatives
https://chilis.com.pe/search/strengthening-us-democracy


three authors as on this page https://www.amazon.com/Millennial-Majority-Coalition-Remaking-Amer-
ican/dp/1517063582/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1522345245&sr=8-4&keywords=morley+winograd )

Healing the Heart of Democracy

Hope for American democracy in an era of deep divisions In Healing the Heart of Democracy, Parker J. 
Palmer quickens our instinct to seek the common good and gives us the tools to do it. This timely, 
courageous and practical work—intensely personal as well as political—is not about them, "those 
people" in Washington D.C., or in our state capitals, on whom we blame our political problems. It's about 
us, "We the People," and what we can do in everyday settings like families, neighborhoods, classrooms, 
congregations and workplaces to resist divide-and-conquer politics and restore a government "of the 
people, by the people, for the people." In the same compelling, inspiring prose that has made him 
a bestselling author, Palmer explores five "habits of the heart" that can help us restore democracy's 
foundations as we nurture them in ourselves and each other: An understanding that we are all in this 
together An appreciation of the value of "otherness" An ability to hold tension in life-giving ways A 
sense of personal voice and agency A capacity to create community Healing the Heart of Democracy 
is an eloquent and empowering call for "We the People" to reclaim our democracy. The online journal 
Democracy & Education called it "one of the most important books of the early 21st Century." And 
Publishers Weekly, in a Starred Review, said "This beautifully written book deserves a wide audience 
that will benefit from discussing it."

Small Isn't Beautiful

“Local” has become synonymous with good. Trevor Latimer’s engagingly written and provocative book 
acknowledges that some things that are local are good, but denies that what’s local is always or even 
often better than what’s far away. He exposes the supposed “virtue” of localism as a hodgepodge of 
weak arguments and misleading hunches.

The American Crisis

Some of America’s best reporters and thinkers offer an urgent look at a country in chaos in this 
collection of timely, often prophetic articles from The Atlantic. The past four years in the United States 
have been among the most turbulent in our history—and would have been so even without a global 
pandemic and waves of protest nationwide against police violence. Drawn from the recent work of The 
Atlantic staff writers and contributors, The American Crisis explores the factors that led us to the present 
moment: racial division, economic inequality, political dysfunction, the hollowing out of government, 
the devaluation of truth, and the unique threat posed by Donald Trump. Today’s emergencies expose 
pathologies years in the making. Featuring leading voices from The Atlantic, one of the country’s 
most widely read and influential magazines, The American Crisis is a broad and essential look at 
the condition of America today—and at the qualities of national character that may yet offer hope. 
With contributions by: Danielle Allen, Anne Applebaum, Yoni Appelbaum, Molly Ball, David W. Blight, 
Mark Bowden, Ta-Nehisi Coates, Lizabeth Cohen, McKay Coppins, James Fallows, Drew Gilpin Faust, 
Caitlin Flanagan, Franklin Foer, David Frum, Megan Garber, Michael Gerson, Elizabeth Goitein, David 
A. Graham, Emma Green, Yuval Noah Harari, Ibram X. Kendi, Olga Khazan, Adrienne LaFrance, Annie 
Lowrey, James Mattis, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Angela Nagle, Vann R. Newkirk II, George Packer, Elaina 
Plott, Jeremy Raff, Jonathan Rauch, Adam Serwer, Clint Smith, Matthew Stewart, Alex Wagner, Tara 
Westover, and Ed Yong.

Millennial Momentum

Argues that the new generation of youth, the Millennials, are transforming areas of American politics 
and culture, including education, entertainment, labor, and business, and explains how this shift will 
affect America's international relations.

Millennial Makeover

This new in paperback edition includes a new afterword written specifically for this volume. Morley 
Winograd and Michael D. Hais review the developments of the 2008 presidential election and demon-
strate how the coming of age of a millennial generation and the expansion of a new communication 
technology produced another realignment, just as these twin forces of change have done throughout 
U.S. history.

How Local Governments Govern Culture War Conflicts



While local governments have traditionally been thought relatively powerless and unpolitical, this has 
been rapidly changing. Recent years have seen local governments jump headfirst into a range of 
so-called culture war conflicts like those concerning LGBTI rights, refugee protection, and climate 
change. Using the Australia Day and Columbus Day controversies as case studies, this Element 
rejuvenates research on how local governments respond to culture war conflicts, documenting new 
fronts in the culture wars as well as the changing face of local government. In doing this, this Element 
extends foundational research by advancing four new categories of responsiveness that scholars and 
practitioners can employ to better understand the varied roles local governments play in contentious 
culture war conflicts.

The Gardens of Democracy

American democracy is informed by the 18th century’s most cutting edge thinking on society, eco-
nomics, and government. We’ve learned some things in the intervening 230 years about self interest, 
social behaviors, and how the world works. Now, authors Eric Liu and Nick Hanauer argue that 
some fundamental assumptions about citizenship, society, economics, and government need updating. 
For many years the dominant metaphor for understanding markets and government has been the 
machine. Liu and Hanauer view democracy not as a machine, but as a garden. A successful garden 
functions according to the inexorable tendencies of nature, but it also requires goals, regular tending, 
and an understanding of connected ecosystems. The latest ideas from science, social science, and 
economics—the cutting-edge ideas of today--generate these simple but revolutionary ideas: True self 
interest is mutual interest. (Society, it turns out, is an ecosystem that is healthiest when we take care 
of the whole.) Society becomes how we behave. (The model of citizenship depends on contagious 
behavior, hence positive behavior begets positive behavior.) We’re all better off when we’re all better 
off. (The economy is not an efficient machine. It’s an effective garden that need tending. Adjust the 
definition of wealth to society creating solutions for all.) Government should be about the big what 
and the little how. (Government should establish the ideas and the goals, and then let the people find 
the solutions of how to make it happen.) Freedom is responsibility. (True freedom is not about living 
some variant of libertarianism but rather an active cooperation a part of a big whole society; freedom 
costs a little freedom.) The Gardens of Democracy is an optimistic, provocative, and timely summons 
to improve our role as citizens in a democratic society.

Thirteen Cracks

America’s founders feared a president like Donald Trump. Through the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights, they erected a fortified but constrained government to secure the benchmarks of our democracy 
and established the guardrails designed to protect it. But Trump pushed almost every one of the 
Framers’ safeguards to its limit—most held, but some broke under the weight of presidential abuses 
even the Framers did not foresee. Thirteen Cracks will be the first book to expose the most vulnerable 
areas in our democracy, explain in historical context how President Trump uniquely and outrageously 
exploited these weak spots, and propose a fix for each challenge. Historian Allen J. Lichtman argues 
that Trump has put us at a pivot point in our history, where the survival of American democracy is 
at stake. But this is also an historic opportunity to shore up the vulnerabilities and to strengthen our 
democracy.

Democracy in America

Reproduction of the original: Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville

Democracy Lives in Darkness

"Republicans and Democrats increasingly distrust, avoid, and wish harm upon those from the other 
party. To make matters worse, they also increasingly reside among like-minded others and are part 
of social groups that share their political beliefs. All of this can make expressing a dissenting political 
opinion hard. Yet digital and social media have given people new spaces for political discourse and 
community, and more control over who knows their political beliefs and who does not. With Democracy 
Lives in Darkness, Van Duyn looks at what these changes in the political and media landscape mean 
for democracy. She uncovers and follows a secret political organization in rural Texas over the entire 
Trump presidency. The group, which organized out of fear of their conservative community in 2016, 
has a confidentiality agreement, an email listserv and secret Facebook group, and meets in secret 
every month. By building relationships with members, she explores how and why they hide their beliefs 



and what this does for their own political behavior and for their community. Drawing on research from 
communication, political science, and sociology along with survey data on secret political expression, 
she finds that polarization has led even average partisans to hide their political beliefs from others. And 
although intensifying polarization will likely make political secrecy more common, she argues that this 
secrecy is not just evidence that democracy is hurting, but that it is still alive; that people persist in the 
face of opposition and that this matters if democracy is to survive"--

Freedom in the World 2018

Freedom in the World is the standard-setting comparative assessment of global political rights and civil 
liberties. The methodology of this survey is derived in large measure from the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and these standards are applied to all countries and territories.

The Politics of Healing

First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Healing the Heart of Democracy

Hope for American democracy in an era of deep divisions In Healing the Heart of Democracy, Parker 
J. Palmerquickens our instinct to seek the common good and gives us thetools to do it. This timely, 
courageous and practicalwork—intensely personal as well as political—is notabout them, "those peo-
ple" in Washington D.C., or in ourstate capitals, on whom we blame our political problems. It's aboutus, 
"We the People," and what we can do in everyday settingslike families, neighborhoods, classrooms, 
congregations andworkplaces to resist divide-and-conquer politics and restore agovernment "of the 
people, by the people, for the people." In the same compelling, inspiring prose that has made him 
abestselling author, Palmer explores five "habits of the heart" thatcan help us restore democracy's 
foundations as we nurture them inourselves and each other: An understanding that we are all in this 
together An appreciation of the value of "otherness" An ability to hold tension in life-giving ways A 
sense of personal voice and agency A capacity to create community Healing the Heart of Democracy 
is an eloquent andempowering call for "We the People" to reclaim ourdemocracy. The online journal 
Democracy & Educationcalled it "one of the most important books of the early 21stCentury." And 
Publishers Weekly, in a Starred Review, said"This beautifully written book deserves a wide audience 
that willbenefit from discussing it."

Democracy in the Time of Coronavirus

Democracy in crisis -- Pandemic resilience -- Federalism is an asset -- A transformed peace: an agenda 
for healing our social contract.

Talk Pidgin; Speak English: Go Local; Go American

Deeply traditional in their thinking but inherently pragmatic by nature, Japanese immigrants in Hawaii 
were driven by conviction to unite under the mantra, "For the Sake of the Children!" to commit to raising 
their island-born children as full-fledged Americans irrevocably committed to America's highest ideals.

The Steal

In the sixty-four days between November 3 and January 6, President Donald Trump and his allies 
fought to reverse the outcome of the vote. Focusing on six states - Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin - Trump's supporters claimed widespread voter fraud. Caught up in this 
effort were scores of activists, lawyers, judges and state and local officials, among them Rohn Bishop, 
enthusiastic chairman of the Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin, Republican Party, who would be branded a 
traitor for refusing to say his state's election was tainted, and Ruby Freeman, a part-time ballot counter 
in Atlanta who found herself accused of being a 'professional vote scammer' by the President. Working 
with a team of researchers and reporters, Mark Bowden and Matthew Teague uncover never-before-told 
accounts from the election officials fighting to do their jobs amid outlandish claims and threats to 
themselves, their colleagues and their families. The Steal is an engaging, in-depth report on what 
happened during those crucial nine weeks and a portrait of the heroic individuals who did their duty 
and stood firm against the unprecedented, sustained attack on the US election system and ensured 
that every legal vote was counted and the will of the people prevailed.



Impediments to Union Democracy

This antiquarian volume contains a comprehensive treatise on democracy and education, being an 
introduction to the 'philosophy of education'. Written in clear, concise language and full of interesting 
expositions and thought-provoking assertions, this volume will appeal to those with an interest in the 
role of education in society, and it would make for a great addition to collections of allied literature. 
The chapters of this book include: 'Education as a Necessity of Life'; 'Education as a Social Function'; 
'Education as Direction'; 'Education as Growth'; 'Preparation, Unfolding, and Formal Discipline'; 'Educa-
tion as Conservative and Progressive'; 'The Democratic Conception in Education'; 'Aims in Education', 
etcetera. We are republishing this vintage book now complete with a new prefatory biography of the 
author.

Democracy and Education

The election of Donald Trump in 2016 shocked the American political system, and the aftershocks have 
widened the nation’s partisan divide and magnified deep tensions in the public sphere. At a time when 
our political focus so often shrinks to the immediacy of the latest jolt, this book puts these alarming 
events in a much broader—and more manageable—context. Even as we become more polarized 
along partisan and ideological lines, author Daniel Kemmis reminds us that authentic conservatism 
and progressivism are both deeply rooted in genuine human concerns and in the shared history of 
our democratic republic. Citizens Uniting to Restore Our Democracy is at once a cogent analysis of 
what ails our body politic and a wide-ranging, deeply informed prescription for healing our wounded 
democracy. The Supreme Court’s 2010 decision in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission 
amplified the role of big money in American politics. But, as Kemmis notes, the threats to our democracy 
long preceded Citizens United. While the influence of big money and relentless partisanship can make 
ordinary citizens feel powerless in a chaotic political culture, Citizens Uniting to Restore Our Democracy 
offers a stirring reassertion of the power Americans possess as collaborative problem-solvers—namely, 
the very homegrown self-governing skills needed to rebuild our democracy. Drawing on several decades 
of public service—as a politician, activist, and scholar, one of Utne Reader’s “100 Visionaries Changing 
the World”—Kemmis highlights the transformative potential latent in the everyday practice of engaged 
citizenship. Leveraged by new mechanisms, such as an effective democratic lobby of the kind his book 
advocates, that reservoir of active, hands-on citizenship must be mobilized into a twenty-first-century 
version of the Progressive movement, providing both necessary and sufficient conditions for the 
renewal of the nation’s democratic institutions.

Impediments to Union Democracy: Right to vote in the Carpenter's Union?

This volume analyzes how enduring democracy amid longstanding inequality engendered inclusionary 
reform in contemporary Latin America.

105-2 Hearing: Impediments of Union Democracy Part II: Right to Vote in the Carpenter's Union?, 
Serial No. 105-125, June 25, 1998

At the close of the nineteenth century, the Democratic Party in North Carolina engineered a white 
supremacy revolution. Frustrated by decades of African American self-assertion and threatened by an 
interracial coalition advocating democratic reforms, white conservatives used violence, demagoguery, 
and fraud to seize political power and disenfranchise black citizens. The most notorious episode of 
the campaign was the Wilmington "race riot" of 1898, which claimed the lives of many black residents 
and rolled back decades of progress for African Americans in the state. Published on the centennial of 
the Wilmington race riot, Democracy Betrayed draws together the best new scholarship on the events 
of 1898 and their aftermath. Contributors to this important book hope to draw public attention to the 
tragedy, to honor its victims, and to bring a clear and timely historical voice to the debate over its legacy. 
The contributors are David S. Cecelski, William H. Chafe, Laura F. Edwards, Raymond Gavins, Glenda 
E. Gilmore, John Haley, Michael Honey, Stephen Kantrowitz, H. Leon Prather Sr., Timothy B. Tyson, 
LeeAnn Whites, and Richard Yarborough.

Citizens Uniting to Restore Our Democracy

Cultural historian, critic and gun owner Joan Burbick examines the lethal politics of gun ownership, 
answering that perennial question about American culture: why are Americans so obsessed with guns? 
Looking at the nation from the floor of a gun show, Burbick uncovers a powerful conservative ideology 



that attempts to place gun ownership at the centre of US democracy. Her analysis takes us from 
the history of the NRA, through the gun lobby's engagement with US politics, to the movement's 
contemporary hostility to the United Nations.

The Inclusionary Turn in Latin American Democracies

A sweeping, ambitious history of American democratic socialism from one of the world’s leading 
intellectual historians and social ethicists “Dorrien is supremely qualified for the task he has set 
himself in this very thoughtful, necessary, and timely book.”—Maurice Isserman, author of The Other 
American: The Life of Michael Harrington Democratic socialism is ascending in the United States as a 
consequence of a widespread recognition that global capitalism works only for a minority and is harming 
the planet’s ecology. This history of American democratic socialism from its beginning to the present 
day interprets the efforts of American socialists to address and transform multiple intersecting sites of 
injustice and harm. Comprehensive, deeply researched, and highly original, this book offers a luminous 
synthesis of secular and religious socialisms, detailing both their intellectual and their organizational 
histories.

The Freedom to Read

In the United States, some populations suffer from far greater disparities in health than others. Those 
disparities are caused not only by fundamental differences in health status across segments of the 
population, but also because of inequities in factors that impact health status, so-called determinants 
of health. Only part of an individual's health status depends on his or her behavior and choice; 
community-wide problems like poverty, unemployment, poor education, inadequate housing, poor 
public transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying neighborhoods also contribute to health 
inequities, as well as the historic and ongoing interplay of structures, policies, and norms that shape 
lives. When these factors are not optimal in a community, it does not mean they are intractable: such 
inequities can be mitigated by social policies that can shape health in powerful ways. Communities in 
Action: Pathways to Health Equity seeks to delineate the causes of and the solutions to health inequities 
in the United States. This report focuses on what communities can do to promote health equity, what 
actions are needed by the many and varied stakeholders that are part of communities or support them, 
as well as the root causes and structural barriers that need to be overcome.

Democracy Betrayed

An enlightened exploration of history to unite a deeply divided America The political dialogue in America 
has collapsed. Raw and bitter emotions such as anger and resentment have crowded out any logical 
debate. In this investigative tracing of our nation’s divergent roots, author Seth David Radwell explains 
that only reasoned analysis and historical perspective can act as salves for the irrational political 
discourse that is raging at present. Two disparate Americas have always coexisted, and Radwell 
discovered that the surprising origin of these dual Americas was not an Enlightenment, but two distinct 
Enlightenments that have been fiercely competing since the founding of our country. Radwell argues 
that it is only by embracing Enlightenment principles that we can build a civilized, progressive, and 
tolerant society. American Schism reveals • the roots of the rifts in America since its founding and 
what is really dividing red and blue America; • the core issues that underlie all of today’s bickering; 
• a detailed, effective plan to move forward, commencing what will be a long process of repair and 
reconciliation. Seth David Radwell changes the nature of the political debate by fighting unreason with 
reason, allowing Americans to firmly ground their differing points of view in rationality.

Gun Show Nation

It is becoming common in many states: the opportunity to reclaim government from politicians by simply 
signing a petition to put an initiative on the ballot and then voting for it. Isn't this what America ought 
to be about? Proposition 13 in California's 1978 election paved the way; the past decade saw more 
than 450 such actions; now in many states direct legislation dominates the political agenda and defines 
political—and public-opinion. While this may appear to be democracy in action, Richard Ellis warns us 
that the initiative process may be putting democracy at risk. In Democratic Delusions he offers a critical 
analysis of the statewide initiative process in the United States, challenging readers to look beyond 
populist rhetoric and face political reality. Through engaging prose and illuminating (and often amusing) 
anecdotes, Ellis shows readers the "dark side" of direct democracy—specifically the undemocratic 
consequences that result from relying too heavily on the initiative process. He provides historic context 



to the development of initiatives-from their Populist and Progress roots to their accelerated use in recent 
decades-and shows the differences between initiative processes in the states that use them. Most 
important, while acknowledging the positive contribution of initiatives, Ellis shows that there are reasons 
to use them carefully and sparingly: ill-considered initiatives can subvert normal legislative checks 
and balances, undermine the deliberative process, and even threaten the rights of minority groups 
through state-sanctioned measures. Today's initiative process, Ellis warns, is dominated not by ordinary 
citizens but by politicians, perennial activists, wealthy interests, and well-oiled machines. Deliberately 
misleading language on the ballot confuses voters and influences election results. And because 
many initiatives are challenged in the courts, these ostensibly democratic procedures have now put 
legislation in the hands of the judiciary. Throughout his book he cites examples drawn from states in 
which initiatives are used intensively—Oregon, California, Colorado, Washington, and Arizona-as well 
as others in which their use has increased in recent years. Undoing mistakes enacted by initiative 
can be more difficult than correcting errors of legislatures. As voters prepare to consider the host of 
initiatives that will be offered in the 2002 elections, this book can help put those efforts in a clearer light. 
Democratic Delusions urges moderation, attempting to teach citizens to be at least as skeptical of the 
initiative process as they are of the legislative process—and to appreciate the enduring value of the 
representative institutions they seek to circumvent.

American Democratic Socialism

" An Agenda for the Nation What are the biggest issues facing the country as Donald Trump and the 
GOP-led 115th Congress take office? Any new administration faces a myriad of issues and problems it 
must take on as it ascends to power. In this volume, Brookings scholars and others offer their solutions, 
from Ben Bernanke and Richard Bush to Richard Reeves and Dayna Matthew, from Bob Reischauer 
and Alice Rivlin to Robert Kagan and Elaine Kamarck, to Belle Sawhill, Doug Elmendorf, David Wessel, 
Bill Galston, and Carol Graham, as well as many others. These powerful essays engage and inform 
readers on a variety of timely, crucial issues that affect the present and the future of the United States. 
Much of the focus is on the threatened middle-class dream in America. On the domestic front, Brookings 
scholars tackle topics ranging from health care and jobs to economic opportunity and trade policy, to 
criminal justice and infrastructure. The alliance system, relationships with China and Mexico, nuclear 
weapons, terrorism, and the ongoing conflicts in Afghanistan, Syria, and Iraq are among the foreign 
policies issues addressed. "

Communities in Action

From 2011, when Republicans gained control of the House of Representatives, until the present, 
Congress enacted hardly any major legislation outside of the tax law President Trump signed in 2017. 
In the same period, the Supreme Court dismantled much of America's campaign finance law, severely 
weakened the Voting Rights Act, permitted states to opt-out of the Affordable Care Act's Medicaid 
expansion, weakened laws protecting against age discimination and sexual and racial harassment, 
and held that every state must permit same-sex couples to marry. This powerful unelected body, now 
controlled by six very conservative Republicans, has and will become the locus of policymaking in 
the United States. Ian Millhiser, Vox's Supreme Court correspondent, tells the story of what those 
six justices are likely to do with their power. It is true that the right to abortion is in its final days, 
as is affirmative action. But Millhiser shows that it is in the most arcane decisions that the Court will 
fundamentally reshape America, transforming it into something far less democratic, by attacking voting 
rights, dismantling and vetoing the federal administrative state, ignoring the separation of church and 
state, and putting corporations above the law. The Agenda exposes a radically altered Supreme Court 
whose powers extend far beyond transforming any individual right--its agenda is to shape the very 
nature of America's government, redefining who gets to have legal rights, who is beyond the reach of 
the law, and who chooses the people who make our laws.

American Schism

American democracy is in deep crisis. But what do we do about it? That depends on how we understand 
the current threat.In Breaking the Two-Party Doom Loop, Lee Drutman argues that we now have, 
for the first time in American history, a genuine two-party system, with two fully-sorted, truly national 
parties, divided over the character of the nation. And it's a disaster. It's a party system fundamentally 
at odds withour anti-majoritarian, compromise-oriented governing institutions. It threatens the very 
foundations of fairness and shared values on which our democracy depends.Deftly weaving together 



history, democratic theory, and cutting-edge political science research, Drutman tells the story of 
how American politics became so toxic and why the country is now trapped in a doom loop of 
escalating two-party warfare from which there is only one escape: increase the numberof parties 
through electoral reform. As he shows, American politics was once stable because the two parties 
held within them multiple factions, which made it possible to assemble flexible majorities and kept 
the climate of political combat from overheating. But as conservative Southern Democrats andliberal 
Northeastern Republicans disappeared, partisan conflict flattened and pulled apart. Once the parties 
became fully nationalized - a long-germinating process that culminated in 2010 - toxic partisanship 
took over completely. With the two parties divided over competing visions of nationalidentity, Democrats 
and Republicans no longer see each other as opponents, but as enemies. And the more the conflict 
escalates, the shakier our democracy feels.Breaking the Two-Party Doom Loop makes a compelling 
case for large scale electoral reform - importantly, reform not requiring a constitutional amendment - that 
would give America more parties, making American democracy more representative, more responsive, 
and ultimately more stable.

Democratic Delusions

How can we create and sustain an America that never was, but should be? How can we build a robust 
multiracial democracy in which everyone is valued and everyone possesses political, economic and 
social capital? How can democracy become a meaningful way of life, for all citizens? By critically 
probing these questions, the editors of Community Wealth Building and the Reconstruction of American 
Democracy seize the opportunity to bridge the gap between our democratic aspirations and our current 
reality.

Brookings Big Ideas for America

In Twenty Years of Life, Suzanne Bohan exposes the ugly truth that health is largely determined by zip 
code. Life expectancies in wealthy versus poor neighborhoods can vary by as much as twenty years. 
Bohan chronicles a bold experiment to challenge that inequity. The California Endowment, one of the 
nation's largest health foundations, is upending the old-school, top-down charity model and investing $1 
billion over ten years to help distressed communities advocate for their own interests. With compassion 
and insight, Bohan shares stories of students and parents, former street shooters, urban farmers, and 
a Native American tribe who are tapping into their latent political power to make their neighborhoods 
healthier. Their stories will fundamentally change how we think about the root causes of disease and 
the prospects for healing.

The Agenda

Based on extended anthropological fieldwork, this book illustrates the impact of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission in urban African communities in Johannesburg. The study deepens our 
understanding of post-apartheid South Africa and the use of human rights discourse.

Breaking the Two-party Doom Loop

"A must-read for anyone concerned about the fate of contemporary democracies."--Steven Levitsky, 
co-author of How Democracies Die 2020 CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title Why divisions have 
deepened and what can be done to heal them As one part of the global democratic recession, severe 
political polarization is increasingly afflicting old and new democracies alike, producing the erosion of 
democratic norms and rising societal anger. This volume is the first book-length comparative analysis 
of this troubling global phenomenon, offering in-depth case studies of countries as wide-ranging and 
important as Brazil, India, Kenya, Poland, Turkey, and the United States. The case study authors are 
a diverse group of country and regional experts, each with deep local knowledge and experience. 
Democracies Divided identifies and examines the fissures that are dividing societies and the factors 
bringing polarization to a boil. In nearly every case under study, political entrepreneurs have exploited 
and exacerbated long-simmering divisions for their own purposes--in the process undermining the 
prospects for democratic consensus and productive governance. But this book is not simply a diagnosis 
of what has gone wrong. Each case study discusses actions that concerned citizens and organizations 
are taking to counter polarizing forces, whether through reforms to political parties, institutions, or the 
media. The book's editors distill from the case studies a range of possible ways for restoring consensus 
and defeating polarization in the world's democracies. Timely, rigorous, and accessible, this book is of 



compelling interest to civic activists, political actors, scholars, and ordinary citizens in societies beset 
by increasingly rancorous partisanship.

Community Wealth Building and the Reconstruction of American Democracy

The former mayor of Charlottesville delivers a vivid, first-person chronicle of the terror and mayhem 
of the August 2017 "Unite the Right" event, and shows how issues of extremism are affecting not 
just one city but the nation itself. The deadly invasion of Charlottesville, Virginia, by white nationalist 
militias in August 2017 is a microcosm of the challenges facing American democracy today. In his 
first-person account of one of recent American history's most polarizing events, Michael Signer, then 
Charlottesville's mayor, both tells the story of what really happened and draws out its larger significance. 
Signer's gripping, strikingly candid "you are there" narrative sets the events on the ground-the lead-up 
to August's "Unite the Right" rally, the days of the weekend itself, the aftermath-in the larger context of 
a country struggling to find its way in a disruptive new era. He confronts some of the most challenging 
questions of our moment, namely how can we: Reconcile free speech with the need for public order? 
Maintain the values of pragmatism, compromise, even simple civility, in a time of intensification of 
extremes on the right and the left? Address systemic racism through our public spaces and memorials? 
Provide accountability after a crisis? While Signer shows how easily our communities can be taken 
hostage by forces intent on destroying democratic norms and institutions, he concludes with a stirring 
call for optimism, revealing how the tragic events of Charlottesville are also bolstering American 
democracy from within.

Twenty Years of Life

The New York Times opinion writer, media commentator, outspoken Republican and Christian critic of 
the Trump presidency offers a spirited defense of politics and its virtuous and critical role in maintaining 
our democracy and what we must do to save it before it is too late. “Any nation that elects Donald 
Trump to be its president has a remarkably low view of politics.” Frustrated and feeling betrayed, 
Americans have come to loathe politics with disastrous results, argues Peter Wehner. In this timely 
manifesto, the veteran of three Republican administrations and man of faith offers a reasoned and 
persuasive argument for restoring “politics” as a worthy calling to a cynical and disillusioned generation 
of Americans. Wehner has long been one of the leading conservative critics of Donald Trump and his 
effect on the Republican Party. In this impassioned book, he makes clear that unless we overcome the 
despair that has caused citizens to abandon hope in the primary means for improving our world—the 
political process—we will not only fall victim to despots but hasten the decline of what has truly made 
America great. Drawing on history and experience, he reminds us of the hard lessons we have learned 
about how we rule ourselves—why we have checks and balances, why no one is above the law, why 
we defend the rights of even those we disagree with. Wehner believes we can turn the country around, 
but only if we abandon our hatred and learn to appreciate and honor the unique and noble American 
tradition of doing “politics.” If we want the great American experiment to continue and to once again 
prosper, we must once more take up the responsibility each and every one of us as citizens share.

The Politics of Truth and Reconciliation in South Africa

The revolution that brought the African National Congress (ANC) to power in South Africa was fractured 
by internal conflict.Ê Migrant workers from rural Zululand rejected many of the egalitarian values 
and policies fundamental to the ANCÕs liberal democratic platform and organized themselves in an 
attempt to sabotage the movement. This anti-democracy stance, which persists today as a direct 
critique of ÒfreedomÓ in neoliberal South Africa, hinges on an idealized vision of the rural home 
and a hierarchical social order crafted in part by the technologies of colonial governance over the 
past century.Ê In analyzing this conflict, Jason Hickel contributes to broad theoretical debates about 
liberalism and democratization in the postcolonial world. Democracy as Death interrogates the Western 
ideals of individual freedom and agency from the perspective of those who oppose such ideals, and 
questions the assumptions underpinning theories of anti-liberal movements. The book argues that both 
democracy and the political science that attempts to explain resistance to it presuppose a model of 
personhood native to Western capitalism, which may not operate cross-culturally.

Democracies Divided

Cry Havoc
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