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Delve into the intricate relationship between epidemic city politics and the framework of public health 
in New York. This analysis explores how New York public health policy navigates challenges posed 
by urban disease outbreaks in NYC, examining the historical and contemporary struggles to manage 
crises within the broader politics of health in New York.

Readers can explore journal papers covering science, technology, arts, and social 
studies.
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Epidemic City

An insightful chronicle of the changing public health demands in New York City. The first permanent 
Board of Health in the United States was created in response to a cholera outbreak in New York 
City in 1866. By the mid-twentieth century, thanks to landmark achievements in vaccinations, medical 
data collection, and community health, the NYC Department of Health had become the nation's 
gold standard for public health. However, as the city's population grew in number and diversity, 
the department struggled to balance its efforts between the treatment of diseases—such as AIDS, 
tuberculosis, and West Nile Virus—and the prevention of illness-causing factors like lead paint, heroin 
addiction, homelessness, smoking, and unhealthy foods. In Epidemic City, historian of public health 
James Colgrove chronicles the challenges faced by the health department since New York City's 
mid-twentieth-century "peak" in public health provision. This insightful volume draws on archival 
research and oral histories to examine how the provision of public health has adapted to the competing 
demands of diverse public needs, public perceptions, and political pressure. Epidemic City analyzes 
the perspectives and efforts of the people responsible for the city's public health from the 1960s to the 
present—a time that brought new challenges, such as budget and staffing shortages, and new threats 
like bioterrorism. Faced with controversies such as needle exchange programs and AIDS reporting, 
the health department struggled to maintain a delicate balance between its primary focus on illness 
prevention and the need to ensure public and political support for its activities. In the past decade, after 
the 9/11 attacks and bioterrorism scares partially diverted public health efforts from illness prevention to 
threat response, Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Health Commissioner Thomas Frieden were still able to 
pass New York's Clean Indoor Air Act restricting smoking and significant regulations on trans-fats used 
by restaurants. This legislation—preventative in nature much like the department's original sanitary 
code—reflects a return to the nineteenth century roots of public health, when public health measures 
were often overtly paternalistic. The assertive laws conceived by Frieden and executed by Bloomberg 
demonstrate how far the mandate of public health can extend when backed by committed government 
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officials. Epidemic City provides a compelling historical analysis of the individuals and groups tasked 
with negotiating the fine line between public health and political considerations. By examining the 
department's successes and failures during the ambitious social programs of the 1960s, the fiscal 
crisis of the 1970s, the struggles with poverty and homelessness in the 1980s and 1990s, and in the 
post-9/11 era, Epidemic City shows how the NYC Department of Health has defined the role and scope 
of public health services for the entire nation.

Epidemic City

An 1865 report on public health in New York painted a grim picture of "high brick blocks and close-
ly-packed houses . . . literally hives of sickness" propagating epidemics of cholera, smallpox, typhoid, 
typhus, and yellow fever, which swept through the whole city. In this stimulating collection of essays, nine 
historians of American medicine explore New York's responses to its public health crises from colonial 
times to the present. The essays illustrate the relationship between the disease environment of New 
York and changes in housing, population, social conditions, and the success of medical science, linking 
such factors to New York's experiences with smallpox, polio, and AIDS. The volume is essential reading 
for anyone interested in American public health and the social history of New York. The contributors 
are Ronald Bayer, Elizabeth Blackmar, Gretchen A. Condran, Elizabeth Fee, Daniel M. Fox, Evelynn 
M. Hammonds, Alan M. Kraut, Judith Walzer Leavitt, and Naomi Rogers. David Rosner is a professor 
of history at Baruch College and The Graduate School of the City University of New York. Robert R. 
Macdonald is the director of the Museum of the City of New York. A publication of the Museum of the City 
of New York Choice Reviews 1995 November This is one of a series of books focusing on the impact of 
disease intended to enhance the understanding of both past and present regarding reactions to periodic 
epidemics. Robert B. Macdonald, director of the Museum of the City of New York, which supports 
this series, states: "The individual and collective responses to widespread sickness are mirrors to the 
cultural, religious, economic, political, and social histories of cities and nations." Rosner selected eight 
renowned and respected individuals to describe the reactions and responses to smallpox, polio, and 
AIDS epidemics in New York City since 1860, and the efforts of officials and professionals to deal with 
the impact of disease. Essayists present disease broadly from economic, social, political, and health 
perspectives. Causes of epidemics include the expected and usual: thousands of immigrants pouring 
into the city, inadequate water and food supplies, lack of sewage disposal, unemployment leading to 
poverty. An unexpected cause was the avarice of real estate investors, inexorably driving up housing 
costs. Highly recommended for all students of history, public health, health policy, and sociology. 
Upper-division undergraduate through professional. Copyright 1999 American Library Association

Epidemic City

By the time William Penn was planning the colony that would come to be called Pennsylvania, with 
Philadelphia at its heart, Europeans on both sides of the ocean had long experience with the hazards 
of city life, disease the most terrifying among them. Drawing from those experiences, colonists hoped to 
create new urban forms that combined the commercial advantages of a seaport with the health benefits 
of the country. The Contagious City details how early Americans struggled to preserve their collective 
health against both the strange new perils of the colonial environment and the familiar dangers of the 
traditional city, through a period of profound transformation in both politics and medicine. Philadelphia 
was the paramount example of this reforming tendency. Tracing the city's history from its founding on the 
banks of the Delaware River in 1682 to the yellow fever outbreak of 1793, Simon Finger emphasizes the 
importance of public health and population control in decisions made by the city's planners and leaders. 
He also shows that key figures in the city's history, including Benjamin Franklin and Benjamin Rush, 
brought their keen interest in science and medicine into the political sphere. Throughout his account, 
Finger makes clear that medicine and politics were inextricably linked, and that both undergirded the 
debates over such crucial concerns as the city's location, its urban plan, its immigration policy, and its 
creation of institutions of public safety. In framing the history of Philadelphia through the imperatives of 
public health, The Contagious City offers a bold new vision of the urban history of colonial America.

Hives of Sickness

Traces the development of the sanitary and health problems of New YorkCity from earliest Dutch times 
to the culmination of a nineteenth-century reform movement that produced theMetropolitan Health Act 
of 1866, the forerunner of the present New YorkCity Department of Health. Professor Duffy shows the 
city's transition from a clean and healthy colonial settlement to an epidemic-ridden community in the 



eighteenth century, as the city outgrew its health and sanitation facilities. He describes the slow growth 
of a demand for adequate health laws in the mid-nineteenth century, leading to the establishment of 
the first permanent health agency in 1866."

The Contagious City

In the first decade of the AIDS epidemic, New York City was struck like no other. By the early nineties, it 
was struggling with more known cases than the next forty most infected cities, including San Francisco, 
combined. Fighting for Our Lives is the first comprehensive social history of New York's AIDS commu-
nity-a diverse array of people that included not only gay men, but also African Americans, Haitians, 
Latinos, intravenous drug users, substance abuse professionals, elite supporters, and researchers. 
Looking back over twenty-five years, Susan Chambr focuses on the ways that these disparate groups 
formed networks of people and organizations that-both together and separately-supported persons 
with AIDS, reduced transmission, funded research, and in the process, gave a face to an epidemic that 
for many years, whether because of indifference, homophobia, or inefficiency, received little attention 
from government or health care professionals. Beyond the limits of New York City, and even AIDS, this 
case study also shows how any epidemic provides a context for observing how societies respond to 
events that expose the inadequacies of their existing social and institutional arrangements. By drawing 
attention to the major faults of New York's (and America's) response to a major social and health crisis at 
the end of the twentieth century, the book urges more effective and sensitive actions-both governmental 
and civil-in the future.

A History of Public Health in New York City: 1866-1966

Traces the development of the sanitary and health problems of New York City from earliest Dutch times 
to the culmination of a nineteenth-century reform movement that produced the Metropolitan Health Act 
of 1866, the forerunner of the present New York City Department of Health. Professor Duffy shows the 
city's transition from a clean and healthy colonial settlement to an epidemic-ridden community in the 
eighteenth century, as the city outgrew its health and sanitation facilities. He describes the slow growth 
of a demand for adequate health laws in the mid-nineteenth century, leading to the establishment of 
the first permanent health agency in 1866.

Fighting for Our Lives

New York City provides the ideal context for studying urban public health policy. Throughout its 
history, New York City has been challenged by a variety of public health crises. Since the nineteenth 
century—when it became one of the first American cities to develop a comprehensive public health 
infrastructure—New York has also stood at the forefront of formulating and implementing urban health 
policy. Healing Gotham examines in depth how the city has responded to five serious contemporary 
public health threats: childhood lead poisoning, childhood asthma, HIV/AIDS, obesity, and West Nile 
virus. Bruce F. Berg examines the rise and incidence of each condition in the city while explaining 
why the array of primary tools utilized by urban policy makers—including monitoring and surveillance, 
education, regulations, and the direct provision of services—have been successful in controlling public 
health problems. He also argues that forces such as race and ethnicity, New York City’s relationship 
to the state and federal government, the promotion of economic development, and the availability of 
knowledge related to preventing, treating, and managing illness all influence effective public health 
policy making. By contrasting these five particular cases, this exciting study allows scholars and 
students to compare public health policy through time and across type. It also helps policy makers 
understand how best to develop and implement effective public health strategies around the United 
States.

History of Public Health in New York City, 1625-1866

A history of U.S. public health emergencies and how we can turn the tide. Despite enormous advances 
in medical science and public health education over the last century, access to health care remains 
a dominant issue in American life. U.S. health care is often hailed as the best in the world, yet the 
public health emergencies of today often echo the public health emergencies of yesterday: consider 
the Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918–19 and COVID-19, the displacement of the Dust Bowl and the 
havoc of Hurricane Maria, the Reagan administration’s antipathy toward the AIDS epidemic and the 
lack of accountability during the water crisis in Flint, Michigan. Spanning the period from the presidency 
of Woodrow Wilson to that of Donald Trump, American Health Crisis illuminates how—despite the 



elevation of health care as a human right throughout the world—vulnerable communities in the United 
States continue to be victimized by structural inequalities across disparate geographies, income 
levels, and ethnic groups. Martin Halliwell views contemporary public health crises through the lens of 
historical and cultural revisionings, suturing individual events together into a narrative of calamity that 
has brought us to our current crisis in health politics. American Health Crisis considers the future of 
public health in the United States and, presenting a reinvigorated concept of health citizenship, argues 
that now is the moment to act for lasting change.

Healing Gotham

This riveting story of the typhus and cholera epidemics that swept through New York City in 1892 
has been updated with a new preface that tackles the COVID-19 pandemic. Winner, 2003 Arthur J. 
Viseltear Prize for Outstanding Book in the History of Public Health, American Public Health Association 
In Quarantine! Howard Markel traces the course of the typhus and cholera epidemics that swept 
through New York City in 1892. The story is told from the point of view of those involved—the public 
health doctors who diagnosed and treated the victims, the newspaper reporters who covered the 
stories, the government officials who established and enforced policy, and, most importantly, the 
immigrants themselves. Drawing on rarely cited stories from the Yiddish American press, immigrant 
diaries and letters, and official accounts, Markel follows the immigrants on their journey from a squalid 
and precarious existence in Russia's Pale of Settlement, to their passage in steerage, to New York's 
Lower East Side, to the city's quarantine islands. This updated edition features a new preface from the 
author that reflects on the themes of the book in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. At a time of renewed 
anti-immigrant sentiment and newly emerging infectious diseases, Quarantine! provides a historical 
context for considering some of the significant problems that face American society today.

American Health Crisis

A collection of papers from a symposium by the Board of Health of New York, this book addresses 
the issues of protecting public health despite times of fiscal constraint. It traces the historical and legal 
precedents, assesses the costs and benefits, and stresses the need to tackle this problem. Contributors 
include New York Governor Mario Cuomo; New York City Mayor David Dinkins; Margaret Hegarty, 
director of paediatrics at Harlem Hospital Centre; James Jones, chairman and CEO of the American 
Stock exchange; Congressman Charles Rangel; David Rogers, chairman of the New York City and 
State panels on AIDS; and Deborah Steelman, chair of the Advisory Council on Social Security.

Quarantine!

Aided by an extensive range of photographs and illustrations, the author shows how the various 
properties of sand and its location in the earths crust are diagnostic clues to understanding the 
dynamics of the earth's surface. The evolution of public health from a field that sought only to limit the 
spread of acute communicable diseases to one who's goals include health maintenance, wellness, and 
environmental conditions--and how this evolution fits into the framework of American social, political, 
and economic developments. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Imminent Peril

A state-of-the-art approach to urban health intervention and research.

Annual Report of the Metropolitan Board of Health

How public health's distinctive way of approaching human health has evolved by trial and error over a 
series of historic epidemics. The field of public health has developed a distinctive way of approaching 
human health by focusing on the health of the population to improve the health of the individual. 
In The Public Health Approach, Dr. Alfredo Morabia narrates the history of this population thinking 
and how it has helped address and combat a series of historic epidemics. Morabia explains how 
this approach to public health has historically developed in response to major crises like the plague, 
smallpox, cholera, tuberculosis, influenza, HIV/AIDS, and the COVID-19 pandemic. By comparing 
population health outcomes, this public health approach helps reveal and address behavioral and 
social determinants of health. Through these examples, Morabia demonstrates that individual health 
outcomes are intimately tied to the health of the population. Morabia describes how public health 
professionals think and respond to crises by using scientific methods that uncover patterns that 



would otherwise remain hidden when focused on individual health or anecdotal data. The COVID-19 
pandemic—and the successes and failures surrounding our response to it—reinforces the urgent need 
for the public health approach. This book is an engaging primer on the history of public health and its 
distinctive approach to understanding and intervening in human health.

The Sanitarians

In 2005, American experts sent out urgent warnings throughout the country: a devastating flu pandemic 
was fast approaching. Influenza was a serious disease, not a seasonal nuisance; it could kill millions of 
people. If urgent steps were not taken immediately, the pandemic could shut down the economy and 
“trigger a reaction that will change the world overnight.” The Pandemic Perhaps explores how American 
experts framed a catastrophe that never occurred. The urgent threat that was presented to the public 
produced a profound sense of insecurity, prompting a systematic effort to prepare the population for 
the coming plague. But when that plague did not arrive, the race to avert it carried on. Paradoxically, it 
was the absence of disease that made preparedness a permanent project. The Pandemic Perhaps tells 
the story of what happened when nothing really happened. Drawing on fieldwork among scientists and 
public health professionals in New York City, the book is an investigation of how actors and institutions 
produced a scene of extreme expectation through the circulation of dramatic plague visions. It argues 
that experts deployed these visions to draw attention to the possibility of a pandemic, frame the disease 
as a catastrophic event, and make it meaningful to the nation. Today, when we talk about pandemic 
influenza, we must always say “perhaps.” What, then, does it mean to engage a disease in the modality 
of the maybe?

Cities and the Health of the Public

Our public health system is primarily concerned with the promotion of health and the prevention 
of disease. But while everyone may agree with these goals in principle, in practice public health 
is a highly contentious policy arena. that is inevitably entangled with sensitive issues ranging from 
occupational safety and environmental hazards to health education, immunization, and treatment 
of addiction and sexually transmitted disease. Today however, concern for protecting the population 
against bio-terrorism and new epidemics such as SARS is tipping the balance back toward increased 
support for public health. This book focuses on the politics, policies, and methodologies of public health 
and the twenty-first century challenges to the public health system of the United States. It explores 
the system's relatively weak position in the American political culture, medical establishment, and 
legal system; scientific and privacy issues in public health; and the challenges posed by ecological 
risk and the looming threat of bio-terrorist attack. Each chapter includes study questions. The volume 
also includes a chronology of major laws and events in public health policy along with an extensive 
bibliography.

The Public Health Approach

Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize | A New York Times Editor's Choice “[A] grounded, 
bracingly intelligent study” —Nature Prizewinning science journalist Sonia Shah presents a startling 
examination of the pandemics that have ravaged humanity—and shows us how history can prepare 
us to confront the most serious acute global health emergency of our time. Over the past fifty years, 
more than three hundred infectious diseases have either emerged or reemerged, appearing in places 
where they’ve never before been seen. Years before the sudden arrival of COVID-19, ninety percent 
of epidemiologists predicted that one of them would cause a deadly pandemic sometime in the next 
two generations. It might be Ebola, avian flu, a drug-resistant superbug, or something completely new, 
like the novel virus the world is confronting today. While it was impossible to predict the emergence 
of SARS-CoV-2—and it remains impossible to predict which pathogen will cause the next global 
outbreak—by unraveling the stories of pandemics past we can begin to better understand our own 
future, and to prepare for what it holds in store. In Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from Cholera to Ebola 
and Beyond, Sonia Shah interweaves history, original reportage, and personal narrative to explore the 
origins of epidemics, drawing parallels between cholera—one of history’s most deadly and disruptive 
pandemic-causing pathogens—and the new diseases that stalk humankind today. She tracks each 
stage of cholera’s dramatic journey, from its emergence in the South Asian hinterlands as a harmless 
microbe to its rapid dispersal across the nineteenth-century world, all the way to its latest beachhead 
in Haiti. Along the way she reports on the pathogens now following in cholera’s footsteps, from the 
MRSA bacterium that besieges her own family to the never-before-seen killers coming out of China’s 



wet markets, the surgical wards of New Delhi, and the suburban backyards of the East Coast. Delving 
into the convoluted science, strange politics, and checkered history of one of the world’s deadliest 
diseases, Pandemic is a work of epidemiological history like no other, with urgent lessons for our own 
time. “Shah proves a disquieting Virgil, guiding us through the hells ruled by [infectious diseases] . . . 
the power of Shah's account lies in her ability to track simultaneously the multiple dimensions of the 
public-health crises we are facing.” —The Chicago Tribune

The Pandemic Perhaps

Disease and Democracy is the first comparative analysis of how Western democratic nations have 
coped with AIDS. Peter Baldwin's exploration of divergent approaches to the epidemic in the United 
States and several European nations is a springboard for a wide-ranging and sophisticated historical 
analysis of public health practices and policies. In addition to his comprehensive presentation of 
information on approaches to AIDS, Baldwin's authoritative book provides a new perspective on our 
most enduring political dilemma: how to reconcile individual liberty with the safety of the community. 
Baldwin finds that Western democratic nations have adopted much more varied approaches to AIDS 
than is commonly recognized. He situates the range of responses to AIDS within the span of past 
attempts to control contagious disease and discovers the crucial role that history has played in 
developing these various approaches. Baldwin finds that the various tactics adopted to fight AIDS 
have sprung largely from those adopted against the classic epidemic diseases of the nineteenth 
century—especially cholera—and that they reflect the long institutional memories embodied in public 
health institutions.

The Politics of Public Health in the United States

This collection offers alternative explanations of local actions with a focus on conflict. It features exam-
ples of experiences selected from various cities. It examines how the responses of local governments 
to specific issues are influenced by such factors as political culture and intitutions.

Pandemic

In this "meticulously researched" account (New York Times Book Review), a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author examines the dangers of a failing public health system unequipped to handle large-scale global 
risks like a coronavirus pandemic. The New York Times bestselling author of The Coming Plague, Laurie 
Garrett takes on perhaps the most crucial global issue of our time in this eye-opening book. She asks: 
is our collective health in a state of decline? If so, how dire is this crisis and has the public health system 
itself contributed to it? Using riveting detail and finely-honed storytelling, exploring outbreaks around 
the world, Garrett exposes the underbelly of the world's globalization to find out if it can still be assumed 
that government can and will protect the people's health, or if that trust has been irrevocably broken. "A 
frightening vision of the future and a deeply unsettling one . . . a sober, scary book that not only limns 
the dangers posed by emerging diseases but also raises serious questions about two centuries' worth 
of Enlightenment beliefs in science and technology and progress." -- Michiko Kakutani, The New York 
Times

Disease and Democracy

Europe's "Black Death" contributed to the rise of nation states, mercantile economies, and even the 
Reformation. Will the AIDS epidemic have similar dramatic effects on the social and political landscape 
of the twenty-first century? This readable volume looks at the impact of AIDS since its emergence and 
suggests its effects in the next decade, when a million or more Americans will likely die of the disease. 
The Social Impact of AIDS in the United States addresses some of the most sensitive and controversial 
issues in the public debate over AIDS. This landmark book explores how AIDS has affected fundamental 
policies and practices in our major institutions, examining: How America's major religious organizations 
have dealt with sometimes conflicting values: the imperative of care for the sick versus traditional views 
of homosexuality and drug use. Hotly debated public health measures, such as HIV antibody testing 
and screening, tracing of sexual contacts, and quarantine. The potential risk of HIV infection to and from 
health care workers. How AIDS activists have brought about major change in the way new drugs are 
brought to the marketplace. The impact of AIDS on community-based organizations, from volunteers 
caring for individuals to the highly political ACT-UP organization. Coping with HIV infection in prisons. 
Two case studies shed light on HIV and the family relationship. One reports on some efforts to gain legal 
recognition for nonmarital relationships, and the other examines foster care programs for newborns 



with the HIV virus. A case study of New York City details how selected institutions interact to give what 
may be a picture of AIDS in the future. This clear and comprehensive presentation will be of interest 
to anyone concerned about AIDS and its impact on the country: health professionals, sociologists, 
psychologists, advocates for at-risk populations, and interested individuals.

Culture Wars and Local Politics

Though notorious for its polluted air today, the city of Los Angeles once touted itself as a health resort. 
After the arrival of the transcontinental railroad in 1876, publicists launched a campaign to portray the 
city as the promised land, circulating countless stories of miraculous cures for the sick and debilitated. 
As more and more migrants poured in, however, a gap emerged between the city’s glittering image and 
its dark reality. Emily K. Abel shows how the association of the disease with “tramps” during the 1880s 
and 1890s and Dust Bowl refugees during the 1930s provoked exclusionary measures against both 
groups. In addition, public health officials sought not only to restrict the entry of Mexicans (the majority 
of immigrants) during the 1920s but also to expel them during the 1930s. Abel’s revealing account 
provides a critical lens through which to view both the contemporary debate about immigration and the 
U.S. response to the emergent global tuberculosis epidemic.

Betrayal of Trust

From mad-cow disease and E. coli-tainted spinach in the food supply to anthrax scares and fears of 
a bird flu pandemic, national health threats are a perennial fact of American life. Yet not all crises 
receive the level of attention they seem to merit. The marked contrast between the U.S. government's 
rapid response to the anthrax outbreak of 2001 and years of federal inaction on the spread of AIDS 
among gay men and intravenous drug users underscores the influence of politics and public attitudes 
in shaping the nation's response to health threats. In Disease Prevention as Social Change, sociologist 
Constance Nathanson argues that public health is inherently political, and explores the social struggles 
behind public health interventions by the governments of four industrialized democracies. Nathanson 
shows how public health policies emerge out of battles over power and ideology, in which social 
reformers clash with powerful interests, from dairy farmers to tobacco lobbyists to the Catholic Church. 
Comparing the history of four public health dilemmas—tuberculosis and infant mortality at the turn of the 
last century, and more recently smoking and AIDS—in the United States, France, Britain, and Canada, 
Nathanson examines the cultural and institutional factors that shaped reform movements and led each 
government to respond differently to the same health challenges. She finds that concentrated political 
power is no guarantee of government intervention in the public health domain. France, an archetypical 
strong state, has consistently been decades behind other industrialized countries in implementing 
public health measures, in part because political centralization has afforded little opportunity for the 
development of grassroots health reform movements. In contrast, less government centralization in 
America has led to unusually active citizen-based social movements that campaigned effectively to 
reduce infant mortality and restrict smoking. Public perceptions of health risks are also shaped by 
politics, not just science. Infant mortality crusades took off in the late nineteenth century not because 
of any sudden rise in infant mortality rates, but because of elite anxieties about the quantity and 
quality of working-class populations. Disease Prevention as Social Change also documents how culture 
and hierarchies of race, class, and gender have affected governmental action—and inaction—against 
particular diseases. Informed by extensive historical research and contemporary fieldwork, Disease 
Prevention as Social Change weaves compelling narratives of the political and social movements 
behind modern public health policies. By comparing the vastly different outcomes of these movements 
in different historical and cultural contexts, this path-breaking book advances our knowledge of the 
conditions in which social activists can succeed in battles over public health.

The Social Impact of AIDS in the United States

For seasoned professionals as well as students, A History of Public Health is visionary and essential 
reading.



Tuberculosis and the Politics of Exclusion

The authors trace the evolution of epidemiological ideas from earliest times to the present, starting 
with the early concepts of magic and the humours of Hippocrates and moving through the dawn 
of observational methods, the Enlightenment and the French Revolution up to the development of 
eco-epidemiology.

Disease Prevention as Social Change

As it seeks to protect the health of populations, public health inevitably confronts a range of critical 
ethical challenges. This volume brings together 25 articles that open up the terrain of the ethics of 
public health. It features topics such as tobacco and drug control, and infectious disease.

A History of Public Health

"An invaluable resource for all students of the subject, facilitating access to the relevant literature on a 
wide range of subjects, from specific diseases, through the experience of individual countries, to such 
areas of public health concern as education, statistics, mental health and nursing." -- Medical History

Eras in Epidemiology

Anthropologists also work as evaluators, examining the activities of public health institutions and the 
successes and failures of public health programs.

Public Health Ethics

This book examines America's experience with a wide range of quarantine practices over the past 400 
years and explores the political, economic, immigration, and public health considerations that have 
prompted success or failure within the evolving role of public health. The novel strain of coronavirus 
that emerged in late 2019 and became a worldwide pandemic in 2020 is only one of more than 87 
new or emerging pathogens discovered since 1980 that have posed a risk to public health. While many 
may consider quarantine an antiquated practice, in reality it is often one of the only defenses against 
new and dangerous communicable diseases. Tracing the United States' quarantine practices through 
the colonial, postcolonial, and modern eras, Germs at Bay: Politics, Public Health, and American 
Quarantine provides an eye-opening look at how quarantine has worked despite routine dismissal of 
its value. This book is for anyone seeking to understand the challenges of controlling the spread of 
COVID-19 and will help readers internalize the lessons that may be learned from the pandemic. No 
other title provides this level of primary source data on the United States' long reliance on quarantine 
practices and the political, social, and economic factors that have influenced them.

A History of Public Health

The book focuses on whether the construction of a public health system is an inherent characteristic 
of the managerial function of modern political systems. Thus, each essay traces the steps leading to 
the growth of health government in various nations, examining the specific conflicts and contradictions 
which each incurred.

Anthropology and Public Health

Iatrogenocide is a book bound to cause a shift in our understanding of epidemiology and science. In 
the tradition of Thomas Kuhn, Charles Ortleb has looked beneath the hood of science and exposed the 
cultural, social, and political inner workings of an intellectual endeavor that affects the lives of everyone. 
His journey to his new political philosophy of epidemiology and science began in 1981 when he was the 
publisher and editor-in-chief of New York Native, a newspaper with a national gay readership in New 
York City. His newspaper wasn't even a year old when the first report appeared in the media about what 
would become known as the AIDS epidemic. He is widely credited with being the first publisher and 
editor-in-chief to take the epidemic seriously and to use a newspaper's resources to dig into the story. 
New York Native's coverage of the epidemic was so thorough that, in Rolling Stone, David Black said it 
deserved a Pulitzer Prize. As the epidemic unfolded, Ortleb oversaw the work of a number of talented 
journalists and writers who helped turn New York Native into the paper of record (and conscience) 
for the AIDS epidemic as well as its intertwined epidemic of Chronic Fatigue Syndrome which was 
concealed by all kinds of political legerdemain. The thoughts in this volume were culled from notebooks 



in which he began to work out his ideas for a political philosophy of epidemiology and science. He 
has concluded that what we think of as the epidemiology and science of AIDS and Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome are essentially a corrupted hard drive. Because of sexual and racial bigotry, virtually all of 
the science and conducted on that hard drive is false even though it has the appearance of being 
rational, progressive, and normal. A bold new kind of political philosophy of epidemiology and science 
has helped him understand how that hard drive got corrupted in the first place. The thoughts in this 
book will help show a way forward for anyone who wants to fix that hard drive. During his experience 
of watching the AIDS and Chronic Fatigue Syndrome disaster unfold, Ortleb realized that only a new 
political philosophy of epidemiology and science could awaken people to what has really happened. 
A biomedical crime against humanity was being committed, but even serious intellectuals like Susan 
Sontag and many others could not perceive what was occurring before their very eyes. They could only 
see the surface of what was happening because they did not fully understand the intense political nature 
of epidemiology and science. They trusted and they did not verify what the scientific establishment was 
telling them. Public health is now in a state of peril because the best and the brightest were asleep at 
the switch. In addition to Thomas Kuhn, Ortleb's thinking has been heavily influenced by the work of 
Hannah Arendt, George Orwell, Isaiah Berlin, Sartre, and Camus. Like these thinkers and writers, his 
work is both analytical and creative. His background as a poet, journalist, humorist, and fiction writer 
has helped him craft one of the liveliest books of philosophical thoughts of our time. Charles Ortleb is 
the author of numerous books including Truth to Power, the definitive history of the AIDS epidemic. His 
most recent works of fiction are Pig: A Memoir and The Stonewall Massacre.

Germs at Bay

"Through a tumultuous 20th-century period of revolution and foreign wars, Vietnam's public health 
system was praised by international observers as a "bright light in an epidemiologically dark world," 
standing out for its accomplishments in infectious disease control. Since the country's transition to a 
"market economy with socialist orientation" in the mid-1980s, however, some of these achievements 
have been reversed as the "renovation" of national systems for welfare and health leaves gaps in the 
social safety net. A series of cholera outbreaks that spread through Northern Vietnam in 2007-2010 
revealed the paradoxes, contradictions, and challenges that Vietnam faces in its post-transition period. 
This book presents an anthropological analysis of the political, economic, and infrastructural inputs 
to these epidemics and suggests how the most commonly repeated accounts of disease spread 
misdirected public attention and suppressed awareness of risk factors in Vietnam's capital. Drawing 
a parallel to the experience of novel coronavirus in Asia and beyond, this book reflects on how political 
priorities, economic forces, and cultural struggles influence the experience and the epidemiology of 
infectious disease"--

The History of Public Health and the Modern State

Reveals the global effects of the bubonic plague, and what we can learn from this earlier pandemic 
A century ago, the third bubonic plague swept the globe, taking more than 15 million lives. Plague 
Ports tells the story of ten cities on five continents that were ravaged by the epidemic in its initial years: 
Hong Kong and Bombay, the Asian emporiums of the British Empire where the epidemic first surfaced; 
Sydney, Honolulu and San Francisco, three “pearls” of the Pacific; Buenos Aires and Rio de Janeiro in 
South America; Alexandria and Cape Town in Africa; and Oporto in Europe. Myron Echenberg examines 
plague's impact in each of these cities, on the politicians, the medical and public health authorities, 
and especially on the citizenry, many of whom were recent migrants crammed into grim living spaces. 
He looks at how different cultures sought to cope with the challenge of deadly epidemic disease, and 
explains the political, racial, and medical ineptitudes and ignorance that allowed the plague to flourish. 
The forces of globalization and industrialization, Echenberg argues, had so increased the transmission 
of microorganisms that infectious disease pandemics were likely, if not inevitable. This fascinating, 
expansive history, enlivened by harrowing photographs and maps of each city, sheds light on urbanism 
and modernity at the turn of the century, as well as on glaring public health inequalities. With the recent 
outbreak of COVID-19, and ongoing fears of bioterrorism, Plague Ports offers a necessary and timely 
historical lesson.

Iatrogenocide

Barely a day goes by without news of the latest public health threat from the American media. Some 
of us are told we live in a "cancer cluster"-an area with a disproportionate number of cancer deaths. 



During the summer months, those who live in or near urban areas are bombarded with daily smog 
measurements and air pollution alerts. City water supplies are frequently called health hazards. At 
times, it seems as though virtually everything we eat and drink is denounced as bad for us by some 
"public health expert." Our cars burn too much gasoline; we own too many firearms; we are too fat; 
some of us are too skinny. Americans today are living longer than they ever have before. Why the almost 
daily announcements of new public health threats and proclamations of impending crises? Bennett 
and DiLorenzo address this question and others here. They begin by examining the large public health 
bureaucracy, its preoccupation with expanding governmental programs, and its concern with political 
issues that too often have little to do with improving public health. Then they trace the evolution of the 
American public health movement from its founding after the Civil War to the 1950s. They describe the 
transformation of public health's focus from the eradication of disease to social policy as a by-product 
of the 1960s. Bennett and DiLorenzo catalogue the "radicalization" of the public health movement by 
discussing its numerous political initiatives. They include case studies of the politicization of the public 
health movement in America. The authors reveal various methods of statistical manipulation that certain 
public health researchers use to "cook the data" in order to achieve politically correct results. A final 
chapter discusses the implications of the transformation of public health from pathology to politics. This 
vigorously argued analysis sees the public health movement as claiming expertise on virtually every 
social issue, from poverty to human rights. Students of public policy and public health officials, along 
with readers interested in public health issues, will find this absorbing reading.

Epidemic Politics in Contemporary Vietnam

This Encyclopedia examines all aspects of the history of science in the United States, with a special 
emphasis placed on the historiography of science in America. It can be used by students, general 
readers, scientists, or anyone interested in the facts relating to the development of science in the United 
States. Special emphasis is placed in the history of medicine and technology and on the relationship 
between science and technology and science and medicine.

Plague Ports

With a new preface assessing leadership responses to the coronavirus pandemic, this text explores 
leadership problems that can develop during such public health crises as the 2001 anthrax attacks, 
2003 SARS epidemic, and Mad Cow Disease epidemic of the 1980s–1990s. A threat to public 
health, such as a rampaging virus, is no time for a muddled chain of command and contradictory 
decision-making. Who's In Charge? Leadership during Epidemics, Bioterror Attacks, and Other Public 
Health Crises, re-issued with a new preface assessing leadership during the COVID-19 outbreak, 
explores the crucial relationships among political leaders, public health officials, and journalists to 
see why leadership confusion develops. As the problematic response to COVID-19 has once again 
shown, the reluctance of politicians to risk alarm can run counter to the public health need to prepare 
for worse cases. Many leaders will seek high visibility during a public health crisis, but politicians are 
not medical experts, and the more they speak, the more they risk disseminating harmful information. 
How to achieve the right balance is the essence of this book. Beginning by looking at the overarching 
issues of leadership and public health administration, it then examines in depth five emergencies: 
the 2001 anthrax attacks, the 1993 cryptosporidium outbreaks, the 2003 SARS outbreak, the 2001 
foot-and-mouth disease crisis, and the battle against Mad Cow Disease.

From Pathology to Politics

In 1981, the year when AIDS came to international attention, Randy Shilts was employed by the San 
Francisco Chronicle as the first openly gay journalist dealing with gay issues. He quickly devoted himself 
to reporting on the developing epidemic, trying to understand the cultural, medical and political impact 
of the disease on the gay community and United States society as a whole. Extensively researched, 
weaving together personal stories with political and social reporting, And the Band Played On is a 
masterpiece of investigative reporting that led to Randy Shilts being described as "the pre-eminent 
chronicler of gay life" by The New York Times. Shilts exposed why AIDS was allowed to spread - while 
the medical and political authorities ignored (and even denied) the threat. It was awarded the Stonewall 
Book Award, became an international bestseller translated into 7 languages, and was made into a 
major movie in 1993 starring Richard Gere and Sir Ian McKellen. And the Band Played On is one of the 
great works of contemporary journalism, and provides the foundation for the continuing debate about 
the greatest medical epidemic faced in our time.

History of Science in United States



Thirty-six interdisciplinary essays analyze the mutual relationship between historical epidemics and 
the built environment. Epidemic illnesses--not only a product of biology, but also social and cultural 
phenomena--are as old as cities themselves. The outbreak of COVID-19 in late 2019 brought the 
effects of epidemic illness on urban life into sharp focus, exposing the vulnerabilities of the societies 
it ravages as much as the bodies it infects. How might insights from the outbreak and responses to 
previous urban epidemics inform our understanding of the current world? With these questions in mind, 
Epidemic Urbanism gathers scholarship from a range of disciplines--including history, public health, 
sociology, anthropology, and medicine--to present historical case studies from across the globe, each 
demonstrating how cities are not just the primary place of exposure and quarantine, but also the site 
and instrument of intervention. They also demonstrate how epidemic illnesses, and responses to them, 
exploit and amplify social inequality in the communities they touch. Illustrated with more than 150 
historical images, the essays illuminate the profound, complex ways epidemics have shaped the world 
around us and convey this information in a way that meaningfully engages a public readership.

Who's in Charge?

And the Band Played On
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