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Education Of A Felon A Memoir
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memoir 

Dive into a compelling memoir detailing the transformative education of a felon, offering an intimate 
look at one individual's journey from incarceration to enlightenment. This powerful narrative explores 
the profound impact of learning within and beyond prison walls, revealing a compelling redemption 
story and the resilient human spirit's quest for a second chance in life.
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Education of a Felon

Edward Bunker chronicles the experiences he has had that help inspire him when writing his popular 
crime novels.

Criminal That I Am

Follows a talented young lawyer as she becomes romantically involved with a convicted drug felon, 
the son of film actor Michael Douglas, and commits a crime on his behalf, resulting in professional 
self-destruction and the ultimately transformative consequences that came after.

Bright Felon

This groundbreaking, transgenre work—part detective story, part literary memoir, part imagined 
past—is intensely autobiographical and confessional. Proceeding sentence by sentence, city by city, 
and backwards in time, poet and essayist Kazim Ali details the struggle of coming of age between 
cultures, overcoming personal and family strictures to talk about private affairs and secrets long held. 
The text is comprised of sentences that alternate in time, ranging from discursive essay to memoir to 
prose poetry. Art, history, politics, geography, love, sexuality, writing, and religion, and the role silence 
plays in each, are its interwoven themes. Bright Felon is literally “autobiography” because the text itself 
becomes a form of writing the life, revealing secrets, and then, amid the shards and fragments of 
experience, dealing with the aftermath of such revelations. Bright Felon offers a new and active form 
of autobiography alongside such texts as Theresa Hak Kyung Cha’s Dictee, Lyn Hejinian’s My Life, 
and Etel Adnan’s In the Heart of the Heart of Another Country. A reader’s companion is available at 
http://brightfelonreader.site.wesleyan.edu/
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An ex-con struggles to adjust to life outside prison walls in “one of the great crime novels of the past 30 
years” (James Ellroy). After eight years spent locked up, Max has gotten very good at being a prisoner. 
He knows the guards, the inmates, and how to survive. But the parole board has decided that he has 
sufficiently reformed, and it’s time for him to say goodbye. When Max reaches the outside world, he 
finds that freedom doesn’t make anything easier. Based on his own experiences in prison, Edward 
Bunker first drafted No Beast So Fierce in the 1950s, while incarcerated in San Quentin State Prison. 
He spent the next two decades in and out of jail, writing essays for various magazines and working on 
the novel, which was finally published in 1973. Eighteen months later, the book was used as evidence 
that he was fit to leave jail. He received parole, and spent the rest of his life a free man. Rooted in 
real-life experiences and hailed by Quentin Tarantino—who cast Bunker in his film Reservoir Dogs—as 
“the best first person crime novel I have ever read,” No Beast So Fierce is a gritty and compelling read 
like no other.

The Animal Factory

The Animal Factory goes deep into San Quentin, a world of violence and paranoia, where territory 
and status are ever-changing and possibly fatal commodities. Ron Decker is a newbie, a drug dealer 
whose shot at a short two-year stint in the can is threatened from inside and outside. He's got to keep 
a spotless record or it's ten to life. But at San Quentin, no man can steer clear of the Brotherhoods, the 
race wars, the relentlessness. It soon becomes clear that some inmates are more equal than others; 
Earl Copen is one of them, an old-timer who has learned not just to survive but to thrive behind bars. 
Not much can surprise him-but the bond he forms with Ron startles them both; it's a true education of 
a felon.

Felon: Poems

Winner of the 2019 NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work in Poetry Finalist for the 
2019 Los Angeles Times Book Prize in Poetry A searing volume by a poet whose work conveys 
"the visceral effect that prison has on identity" (Michiko Kakutani, New York Times). Felon tells the 
story of the effects of incarceration in fierce, dazzling poems—canvassing a wide range of emotions 
and experiences through homelessness, underemployment, love, drug abuse, domestic violence, 
fatherhood, and grace—and, in doing so, creates a travelogue for an imagined life. Reginald Dwayne 
Betts confronts the funk of postincarceration existence and examines prison not as a static space, 
but as a force that enacts pressure throughout a person’s life. The poems move between traditional 
and newfound forms with power and agility—from revolutionary found poems created by redacting 
court documents to the astonishing crown of sonnets that serves as the volume’s radiant conclusion. 
Drawing inspiration from lawsuits filed on behalf of the incarcerated, the redaction poems focus on the 
ways we exploit and erase the poor and imprisoned from public consciousness. Traditionally, redaction 
erases what is top secret; in Felon, Betts redacts what is superfluous, bringing into focus the profound 
failures of the criminal justice system and the inadequacy of the labels it generates. Challenging the 
complexities of language, Betts animates what it means to be a "felon."

A Question of Freedom

A unique prison narrative that testifies to the power of books to transform a young man's life At the age 
of sixteen, R. Dwayne Betts-a good student from a lower- middle-class family-carjacked a man with a 
friend. He had never held a gun before, but within a matter of minutes he had committed six felonies. 
In Virginia, carjacking is a "certifiable" offense, meaning that Betts would be treated as an adult under 
state law. A bright young kid, he served his nine-year sentence as part of the adult population in some of 
the worst prisons in the state. A Question of Freedom chronicles Betts's years in prison, reflecting back 
on his crime and looking ahead to how his experiences and the books he discovered while incarcerated 
would define him. Utterly alone, Betts confronts profound questions about violence, freedom, crime, 
race, and the justice system. Confined by cinder-block walls and barbed wire, he discovers the power 
of language through books, poetry, and his own pen. Above all, A Question of Freedom is about a 
quest for identity-one that guarantees Betts's survival in a hostile environment and that incorporates 
an understanding of how his own past led to the moment of his crime.

The Second Chance Club

A former parole officer shines a bright light on a huge yet hidden part of our justice system through 
the intertwining stories of seven parolees striving to survive the chaos that awaits them after prison in 



this illuminating and dramatic book. Prompted by a dead-end retail job and a vague desire to increase 
the amount of justice in his hometown, Jason Hardy became a parole officer in New Orleans at the 
worst possible moment. Louisiana’s incarceration rates were the highest in the US and his department’s 
caseload had just been increased to 220 “offenders” per parole officer, whereas the national average 
is around 100. Almost immediately, he discovered that the biggest problem with our prison system is 
what we do—and don’t do—when people get out of prison. Deprived of social support and jobs, these 
former convicts are often worse off than when they first entered prison and Hardy dramatizes their 
dilemmas with empathy and grace. He’s given unique access to their lives and a growing recognition 
of their struggles and takes on his job with the hope that he can change people’s fates—but he quickly 
learns otherwise. The best Hardy and his colleagues can do is watch out for impending disaster and 
help clean up the mess left behind. But he finds that some of his charges can muster the miraculous 
power to save themselves. By following these heroes, he both stokes our hope and fuels our outrage 
by showing us how most offenders, even those with the best intentions, end up back in prison—or 
dead—because the system systematically fails them. Our focus should be, he argues, to give offenders 
the tools they need to re-enter society which is not only humane but also vastly cheaper for taxpayers. 
As immersive and dramatic as Evicted and as revelatory as The New Jim Crow, The Second Chance 
Club shows us how to solve the cruelest problems prisons create for offenders and society at large.

Death Row Breakout

DIVSix stories from the papers of one of America’s finest crime authors /divDIV/divDIVRoger doesn’t 
mean for the preacher and his wife to die. Released less than a year earlier from San Quentin, he’s 
trying to make a living the only way he knows how: theft. His latest heist goes perfectly until his car 
breaks down. Sirens are closing in when an old black preacher stops to give him a lift. The police at 
the roadblock kill the elderly couple, but in the eyes of the law it’s Roger’s fault. And he will die in the 
gas chamber at San Quentin—unless he can break out first./divDIV /divDIVRoger’s incredible story 
anchors this collection of short fiction by Edward Bunker, who knew better than anyone what it means 
to be a criminal, inside and outside of prison. In these stories, which were unpublished at the time of 
his death in 2005, he shows again the talent that made him such a remarkable writer./div

Mr Blue

Destined to be a bestseller in the tradition of 'Mr Nice' and 'The Guvnor,' this is the paperback edition of 
Edward Bunker's long-awaited autobiography. It tells the true story of a life that ranges far beyond the 
imagination of most fiction writers: 25 years in prison, author of four hugely successful crime novels, a 
spell on the FBI's 10 most wanted list, a role as Mr Blue in Tarantino's 'Reservoir Dogs,' and that's just 
for starters. With sales already over 5,000 in hardback, this riveting story of a life that mixes crime and 
culture should sell and sell.

Bad Lawyer

Law school was never Anna Dorn's dream. It was a profession pushed on her by her parents, teachers, 
society... whatever. It's not the worst thing that can happen to a person; as Dorn says, law school was 
pretty "cushy" and mostly entailed wearing leggings every day to her classes at Berkeley and playing 
beer pong with her friends at night. The hardest part was imagining what it would be like to actually 
be a lawyer one day. But then she'd think of Glenn Close on Damages and Reese Witherspoon in 
Legally Blonde, and hoped for the best. After graduation, however, Dorn realized that there was nothing 
sexy about being a lawyer. Between the unflattering suits, sucking up to old men, and spending her 
days sequestered in a soul-sucking cubicle, Dorn quickly learned that being a lawyer wasn't everything 
Hollywood made it out to be. Oh, and she sucked at it. Not because she wasn't smart enough, but 
because she couldn't get herself to care enough to play by the rules. Bad Lawyer is more than just a 
memoir of Dorn's experiences as a less-than-stellar lawyer; it's about the less-than-stellar legal reality 
that exists for all of us in this country, hidden just out of sight. It's about prosecutors lying and filing inane 
briefs that lack any semblance of logic or reason; it's about defense attorneys sworn to secrecy-until 
the drinks come out and the stories start flying; and it's about judges who drink in their chambers, 
sexually harass the younger clerks, and shop on eBay instead of listening to homicide testimony. More 
than anything, this book aims to counteract the fetishization of the law as a universe based entirely 
on logic and reason. Exposing everything from law school to law in the media, and drawing on Dorn's 
personal experiences as well as her journalistic research, Bad Lawyer ultimately provides us with a 



fresh perspective on our justice system and the people in it, and gives young lawyers advice going 
forward into the 21st century.

Reading With Patrick

As a young English teacher keen to make a difference in the world, Michelle Kuo took a job at a tough 
school in the Mississippi Delta, sharing books and poetry with a young African-American teenager 
named Patrick and his classmates. For the first time, these kids began to engage with ideas and dreams 
beyond their small town, and to gain an insight into themselves that they had never had before. Two 
years later, Michelle left to go to law school; but Patrick began to lose his way, ending up jailed for 
murder. And that’s when Michelle decided that her work was not done, and began to visit Patrick once 
a week, and soon every day, to read with him again. Reading with Patrick is an inspirational story 
of friendship, a coming-of-age story for both a young teacher and a student, an expansive, deeply 
resonant meditation on education, race and justice, and a love letter to literature and its power to 
transcend social barriers.

Zebratown

Eight years in the making, this edgy, in-depth account follows a black felon’s attempt to find a new life 
for himself with a white woman in a small-town neighborhood where—as the book’s title implies—such 
relationships are common. A remarkably intense read, Zebratown reveals a rhythm of life spiked with 
violence, betrayal, sex, and the emotional dangers created by passionate love. Greg Donaldson’s 
Zebratown follows the life of Kevin Davis, an ex-con from Brownsville, Brooklyn, who, after his release 
from prison, moves to Elmira, New York, and takes up with Karen, a young woman with a six-year-old 
daughter. Kevin is seemingly the embodiment of hip-hop gangsterism—a heavily muscled, feared thug 
who has beaten a murder rap. And yet, as Donaldson’s stunning reportage reveals, Kevin has survived 
on the streets and in prison with a sharp intelligence and a rigid code of practical morality and physical 
fitness while yearning to make a better life for himself and be a better man. Month by month and year 
by year, Donaldson follows Kevin and Karen’s attempt to make a home together, a quest made harder 
by Kevin’s difficulty finding legal employment. The dangerous lures of the street remain for him, both in 
New York City and in Zebratown, and he is not always successful at avoiding them. Meanwhile, as Kevin 
and Karen struggle, the reader comes to care for them, even as they act in ways that society may not 
condone. Theirs is a complex story with many moments of drama, suffering, desire, and revelation—a 
story that is frequently astonishing and unforgettable to the end. Like Adrian Nicole LeBlanc in Random 
Family, Donaldson explores a largely hidden world; such immersion journalism is difficult to achieve 
but uniquely powerful to read. In addition to spending long periods with Kevin and Karen, Donaldson 
interviews policemen, judges, family members, and others in Kevin and Karen’s orbit, providing a 
remarkably panoramic account of their lives. Relationships between white women and black men have 
long been a hot issue in American culture. Even years after the 2008 presidential election, when society 
has in some ways seemingly moved on to a "postracial" perspective, people still have a lot to say about 
interracial relationships. Zebratown takes us into the heart of one and offers the paradoxical truth that 
while race is rarely not an issue in such relationships, in the end, what transpires between a couple 
is intensely individual. Meanwhile, the difficulty that ex-cons have successfully reentering society is 
an ongoing problem—for them, their families, and the communities where they live. Zebratown makes 
this struggle real, as Kevin Davis confronts not only his criminal record and his poor formal education 
but the cruelties of the postindustrial economy. Both his and Karen’s stories resonate powerfully with 
twenty-first-century American reality, and in telling them, Greg Donaldson confirms his position as one 
of the most intrepid journalists at work today.

False Starts

After getting arrested for petty burglary as a teenager, Braly couldn't get a break and spent much of 
his life behind bars. This is his searing autobiography, from the author of Shake Him Till He Rattles and 
On the Yard.

After the Madness

Driving down the Long Island Expressway in November of 1992, Sol Wachtler was New York’s chief 
judge and heir apparent to the New York governorship. Suddenly, three van loads of FBI agents swerved 
in front of him—bringing his car and his legal career to a halt. Wachtler's subsequent arrest, conviction, 
and incarceration for harassing his longtime lover precipitated a media feeding frenzy, revealing to 



the world his struggles with romantic attachment, manic depression, and drug abuse. In this, his 
prison diary, Wachtler reveals the stark reality behind his vertiginous fall from the heights of the legal 
establishment to the underbelly of the criminal justice system. Sentenced to a medium security prison 
in Butner, North Carolina, Wachtler is stabbed by an unseen assailant, berated by prison guards, and 
repeatedly placed in solitary confinement with no explanation. Moreover, as a prisoner he confronts 
firsthand the inequities of a system his judicial rulings helped to construct and befriends the type of 
people he once sentenced. With unflinching honesty, Wachtler draws on his unique experience of living 
life on both sides of the bench to paint a chilling portrait of prison life interwoven with a no�holds�barred 
analysis of the shortcomings of the American legal justice system.

The People in the Trees

LONGLISTED FOR THE DYLAN THOMAS PRIZE LONGLISTED FOR THE IMPAC DUBLIN LITER-
ARY AWARD, 2014 SHORTLISTED FOR THE KITSCHIES PRIZE, 2014 (GOLD TENTACLE) The 
brooding, bold and brilliant first novel from the Man Booker and Bailey's Prize-shortlisted author of 
A Little Life. In 1950, a young doctor called Norton Perina signs on with the anthropologist Paul Tallent 
for an expedition to the remote Micronesian island of Ivu'ivu in search of a rumoured lost tribe. They 
succeed, finding not only that tribe but also a group of forest dwellers they dub 'The Dreamers', who 
turn out to be fantastically long-lived but progressively more senile. Perina suspects the source of their 
longevity is a hard-to-find turtle; unable to resist the possibility of eternal life, he kills one and smuggles 
some meat back to the States. He scientifically proves his thesis, earning worldwide fame and the 
Nobel Prize, but he soon discovers that its miraculous property comes at a terrible price...

Undisputed Truth: My Autobiography

Love him or loathe him, ‘Iron’ Mike Tyson is an icon and one of the most fascinating sporting figures of 
our time. In this no-holds-barred autobiography, Tyson lays bare his demons and tells his story: from 
poverty to stardom to hell and back again

Dog Eat Dog

“The best novel about armed robbery ever written” from the Reservoir Dogs actor and ex-con author of 
No Beast So Fierce (James Ellroy). Troy was born in Beverly Hills but raised in the prisons of Southern 
California. Two days before his parole from reform school, a run-in with a young black tough threatens 
to derail his release. He prepares to fight, ready to sacrifice freedom to maintain his reputation, but a 
friend comes to his rescue. Armed with two razor blades, Mad Dog takes out Troy’s assailant, allowing 
his friend to go free. Troy does not forget the debt. Years later, Mad Dog makes a living on penny-ante 
heists, and Troy—who has grown into one of the smartest hoods in L.A.—is about to finish a stint in 
San Quentin. They join up with another old friend, Diesel Carson, and launch a spree vicious enough 
to put them in jail for the rest of their lives. But these three would rather die than return to prison.

Trejo

"For the first time, the full, fascinating, and inspirational true story of Danny Trejo's journey from crime, 
prison, addiction, and loss to unexpected fame as Hollywood's favorite bad guy with a heart of gold"--

The Other Wes Moore

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the governor of Maryland, the “compassionate” (People), 
“startling” (Baltimore Sun), “moving” (Chicago Tribune) true story of two kids with the same name 
from the city: One went on to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated combat veteran, White House Fellow, 
and business leader. The other is serving a life sentence in prison. Selected by Stephen Curry as his 
“Underrated” Book Club Pick with Literati The chilling truth is that his story could have been mine. The 
tragedy is that my story could have been his. In December 2000, the Baltimore Sun ran a small piece 
about Wes Moore, a local student who had just received a Rhodes Scholarship. The same paper also 
ran a series of articles about four young men who had allegedly killed a police officer in a spectacularly 
botched armed robbery. The police were still hunting for two of the suspects who had gone on the lam, 
a pair of brothers. One was named Wes Moore. Wes just couldn’t shake off the unsettling coincidence, 
or the inkling that the two shared much more than space in the same newspaper. After following the 
story of the robbery, the manhunt, and the trial to its conclusion, he wrote a letter to the other Wes, 
now a convicted murderer serving a life sentence without the possibility of parole. His letter tentatively 



asked the questions that had been haunting him: Who are you? How did this happen? That letter 
led to a correspondence and relationship that have lasted for several years. Over dozens of letters 
and prison visits, Wes discovered that the other Wes had had a life not unlike his own: Both had had 
difficult childhoods, both were fatherless; they’d hung out on similar corners with similar crews, and 
both had run into trouble with the police. At each stage of their young lives they had come across 
similar moments of decision, yet their choices would lead them to astonishingly different destinies. 
Told in alternating dramatic narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching losses to moments of 
surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a generation of boys trying to find their 
way in a hostile world.

This Is Where I Am

Prison is where Zeke Caligiuri is. Powderhorn Park in South Minneapolis, dubbed “Murderapolis” the 
year he turned eighteen, is where he comes from. It was the same neighborhood his father grew 
up in but had changed dramatically by the early 1990s. Yet in Zeke’s family, father and mother and 
grandmother kept things together while all around them the houses decayed and once-safe streets 
gave way to the crush of poverty and crime. This Is Where I Am is Zeke Caligiuri’s clear-eyed account 
of how he got from there to here, how a boy who had every hope went from dreaming of freedom to 
losing it, along with nearly everything and everyone he loved. Tenderhearted in its reflections on his lost 
childhood, brutally candid in its description of a life of hanging and hustling, Zeke’s memoir recreates 
a world of tagging and goofing gone awry, of moving from smoking pot to unsuccessful attempts at 
dealing crack, of watching his father weep at the funeral of a seventeen-year-old boy, of going to jail: 
first strike. It is a place where, when asked what he's going to do with his life, a friend can only answer: 
“What the fuck are you talking about?” This Is Where I Am is Zeke's own answer: he is going to tell his 
story, every sharp detail and sobering word, with the natural grace of a gifted writer and the hard-won 
wisdom of hindsight.

The Criminal Class

“Teaching in the jail system is a surreal experience, a whole other existence. In this bizarreness you 
encounter things that make you shake your head, shake your fist, cry your heart out, laugh your head 
off and blow your mind. And I felt compelled to write it down; to capture its un-realness. Hopefully I can 
convey some of this in Criminal Class.” The only door in the room was now closed and sitting before 
me was a murderer, a rapist, an armed robber and a guy serving six years for grievous bodily harm. 
Each of them had a sharpened pencil in their hands; a potential weapon. I had been forewarned yet 
I had handed them out willingly. I looked at these four brutes trying not to stare but conscious of not 
looking away in fear either. All four of them had their eyes fixed on me too; sussing out the new guy. In 
silence I shot back a tight-lipped grin. Slowly but purposefully, I glanced at the secured metal door and, 
next to it, the red duress button on the wall. I guessed the distance to be three metres. I looked back 
at the prisoners and wondered, if it came to it, would I be able to press that button or exit the doorway 
before they could get to me? I didn’t fancy my chances… The Criminal Class is based on the true-life 
experiences of an everyday teacher who makes the precarious career transition to an Education Officer 
in the prison system. Dealing with both the law enforcers and the law breakers, but not bound by any 
normal allegiances, he finds himself having to trod the rocky path of an outsider on the inside. His 
surreal experiences with will compel you as they draw you in. The bizarreness he encountered will 
make you shake your head, pump your fist, cry your heart out, laugh your head off and blow your mind.

Nightmare Success: Loyalty, Betrayal, Life Behind Bars, Adapting, and Finally Breaking Free: A 
Memoir

As Brent Cassity stood at the gate of Leavenworth prison to voluntarily surrender his freedom for 
the next five years of his life, a million thoughts flooded through his mind. But, the one thought he 
couldn't push away is this: How did the thing I most feared...the one thing I told myself would never 
happen...happen to me? Nightmare Success is for the person who has lost hope, to show that a second 
chance is possible. Brent shares survival tools that helped him adapt to prison that can be used in 
everyday life for those who are stuck and fearful of continuing to step forward. There are business 
lessons shared about how to build a national company, and minefields to avoid. Brent coined the phrase, 
"Nightmare Success" because everything you want is on the other side of fear. What key will unlock 
the prison of your mind and set you free?



Little Boy Blue

Raised within the confines of a system that has done nothing but provide him with pain, Alex Hamilton's 
frustration and anger are completely natural--and inherently dangerous. Since his parents split up, 
Alex has been constantly running from foster homes and institutions, yearning to be with his father, a 
broken man who cannot give his son the home he desperately needs. The only constant in Alex's life 
is no-good, criminally-minded peers, who are all too ready to plant illegal ideas in an intelligent mind. 
Bunker writes, "His unique potential would develop into unique destructiveness."

This Is Not My Life

“Never once in my life had I dreamed of being in bed with a convicted killer.” For almost six turbulent 
years, award-winning writer Diane Schoemperlen was involved with a prison inmate serving a life 
sentence for second-degree murder. The relationship surprised no one more than her. How do you fall 
in love with a man with a violent past? This Is Not My Life is the story of the romance between Diane 
and Shane—how they met and fell in love, how they navigated the obstacles of passes and visits and 
parole hearings and, eventually, how things fell apart, were reconciled and then fell apart for good. 
In this candid, often wry, sometimes disturbing memoir, Schoemperlen takes us inside a complex and 
difficult relationship as she journeys through the prison system with Shane. Not only did this experience 
enlarge her capacity for both empathy and compassion, but it also forced her to more deeply examine 
herself.

Writing My Wrongs

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • An “extraordinary, unforgettable” (Michelle Alexander, author of 
The New Jim Crow) memoir of redemption and second chances amidst America’s mass incarceration 
epidemic, from a member of Oprah’s SuperSoul 100 Shaka Senghor was raised in a middle-class 
neighborhood on Detroit’s east side during the height of the 1980s crack epidemic. An honor roll student 
and a natural leader, he dreamed of becoming a doctor—but at age eleven, his parents’ marriage 
began to unravel, and beatings from his mother worsened, which sent him on a downward spiral. He 
ran away from home, turned to drug dealing to survive, and ended up in prison for murder at the age 
of nineteen, full of anger and despair. Writing My Wrongs is the story of what came next. During his 
nineteen-year incarceration, seven of which were spent in solitary confinement, Senghor discovered 
literature, meditation, self-examination, and the kindness of others—tools he used to confront the 
demons of his past, forgive the people who hurt him, and begin atoning for the wrongs he had 
committed. Upon his release at age thirty-eight, Senghor became an activist and mentor to young men 
and women facing circumstances like his. His work in the community and the courage to share his 
story led him to fellowships at the MIT Media Lab and the Kellogg Foundation and invitations to speak 
at events like TED and the Aspen Ideas Festival. In equal turns, Writing My Wrongs is a page-turning 
portrait of life in the shadow of poverty, violence, and fear; an unforgettable story of redemption; and a 
compelling witness to our country’s need for rethinking its approach to crime, prison, and the men and 
women sent there.

Killer Looks

Killer Looks is the definitive story about the long-forgotten practice of providing free nose jobs, face-lifts, 
breast implants, and other physical alterations to prisoners, the idea being that by remodeling the 
face you remake the man. From the 1920s up to the mid-1990s, half a million prison inmates across 
America, Canada, and the U.K willingly went under the knife, their tab picked up by the government. In 
the beginning, this was a haphazard affair -- applied inconsistently and unfairly to inmates, but entering 
the 1960s, a movement to scientifically quantify the long-term effect of such programs took hold. And, 
strange as it may sound, the criminologists were right: recidivism rates plummeted. In 1967, a three-year 
cosmetic surgery program set on Rikers Island saw recidivism rates drop 36% for surgically altered 
offenders. The program, funded by a $240,000 grant from the Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, was led by Dr. Michael Lewin, who ran a similar program at Sing-Sing prison in 1953. Killer 
Looks draws on the intersectionality of socioeconomic success, racial bias, the prison industry complex 
and the fallacy of attractiveness to get to the heart of how appearance and societal approval creates 
self-worth, and uncovers deeper truths of beauty bias, inherited racism, effective recidivism programs, 
and inequality.

Falling



This debut memoir will forever change the way you think about women in prison. KAREN ANDREA 
CAMPBELL WAS LIVING THE AMERICA DREAM A married mother with two active daughters in high 
school, a productive career and an active outdoors life style in the Pacific Northwest. UNTIL SHE WAS 
CONVICTED OF FELONY MANSLAUGHTER DUI AND SENTENCED TO SIX YEARS IN PRISON 
She was going to prison. The judge banged the gavel, the Bailiff escorted her toward a door at the 
front of the courtroom. She took one last look at her family. They were in each other’s arms. The Bailiff 
opened the door at the front of the courtroom as she stepped through the door that led to another world 
and one question that haunted her. But can she survive the next six years in a full custody women’s 
prison?

A Bit of a Stretch

'Shocking, scathing, entertaining.' Guardian 'Incredibly compelling.' The Times 'Heart-breaking.' Sun-
day Times Where can a tin of tuna buy you clean clothes? Where is it easier to get 'spice' than 
paracetamol? Where does self-harm barely raise an eyebrow? Welcome to Her Majesty's Prison 
Service. Like most people, documentary-maker Chris Atkins didn't spend much time thinking about 
prisons. But after becoming embroiled in a dodgy scheme to fund his latest film, he was sent down 
for five years. His new home would be HMP Wandsworth, one of the largest and most dysfunctional 
prisons in Europe. With a cast of characters ranging from wily drug dealers to senior officials bent on 
endless reform, this powerful memoir uncovers the horrifying reality behind the locked gates. Filled with 
dark humour and shocking stories, A Bit of a Stretch reveals why our creaking prison system is sorely 
costing us all - and why you should care.

A memoir of the Warwick county asylum [by H.T. Powell].

Born in Somerset in 1957 to itinerant Scottish parents, Erwin James lost his mother when he was 
seven. Shipped from home to home and subject to the whims of various caregivers after his father 
turned to alcohol and violence, he committed his first crime of breaking and entering when he was 
ten. His teenage and early adult years were spent drifting, and his petty crime turned increasingly 
violent, culminating in the terrible events for which he was jailed for life in 1984. Entering prison at 
27, James struggled to come to terms with the enormity of his crimes and a future without purpose or 
hope. Then he met Joan, a prison psychologist, who helped him to confront the painful truth of his past, 
and to understand how it had shaped him from such a young age. Her sessions transformed his life. 
Encouraged to read and to educate himself, over the next twenty years Erwin James would go on to 
receive a BA in History, and become a regular columnist for the Guardian. Speaking to the very heart 
of the human condition, this is a book that offers no excuses - only the need to understand how we 
become who we become, and shows that no matter how far a person may fall, redemption is possible 
with the right kind of help. It is an important and timely memoir.

Redeemable

Literary Nonfiction. African & African American Studies. Latino/Latina Studies. Winner of the Great 
Lakes Colleges Association "Discover" Award for Creative Nonfiction. HOOK: A MEMOIR is a gripping 
story of transformation. Without excuse or indulgence, author and educator Randall Horton explores 
his downward spiral from unassuming Howard University undergraduate to homeless drug addict, 
international cocaine smuggler, and incarcerated felon--before showing us the redemptive role that 
writing and literature played in helping him reclaim his life. The multilayered narrative bridges past 
and present through both the vivid portrayal of Horton's singular experiences and his correspondence 
in letters with the anonymous Lxxxx, a Latina woman awaiting trial. HOOK explores race and social 
construction in America, the forgotten lives within the prison industrial complex, and the resilience of 
the human spirit.

Felon-Attorney

Neal Cassady was a living legend immortalized in the bible of the Beat generation, Jack Kerouac's 
"On the Road." In this vivid account of the people who brought this country into the 1960s, Neal's 
wife captures the turbulence and raw excitement of her years with Cassady, Kerouac, and poet Allen 
Ginsberg.

Hook



FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD AND LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK PRIZE; 
SHORT-LISTED FOR THE J. ANTHONY LUKAS PRIZE; A BCALA 2023 HONOR NONFICTION 
AWARD WINNER. A landmark biography by two prizewinning Washington Post reporters that reveals 
how systemic racism shaped George Floyd's life and legacy—from his family’s roots in the tobacco 
fields of North Carolina, to ongoing inequality in housing, education, health care, criminal justice, and 
policing—telling the story of how one man’s tragic experience brought about a global movement for 
change. “It is a testament to the power of His Name Is George Floyd that the book’s most vital moments 
come not after Floyd’s death, but in its intimate, unvarnished and scrupulous account of his life . . . 
Impressive.” —New York Times Book Review (Editors' Choice) “Since we know George Floyd’s death 
with tragic clarity, we must know Floyd’s America—and life—with tragic clarity. Essential for our times.” 
—Ibram X. Kendi, author of How to Be an Antiracist “A much-needed portrait of the life, times, and 
martyrdom of George Floyd, a chronicle of the racial awakening sparked by his brutal and untimely 
death, and an essential work of history I hope everyone will read.” —Henry Louis Gates, Jr., author 
of The Black Church: This Is Our Story, This Is Our Song The events of that day are now tragically 
familiar: on May 25, 2020, George Floyd became the latest Black person to die at the hands of the 
police, murdered outside of a Minneapolis convenience store by white officer Derek Chauvin. The video 
recording of his death set off a series of protests in the United States and around the world, awakening 
millions to the dire need for reimagining this country’s broken systems of policing. But behind a face that 
would be graffitied onto countless murals, and a name that has become synonymous with civil rights, 
there is the reality of one man’s stolen life: a life beset by suffocating systemic pressures that ultimately 
proved inescapable. This biography of George Floyd shows the athletic young boy raised in the projects 
of Houston’s Third Ward who would become a father, a partner, a friend, and a man constantly in 
search of a better life. In retracing Floyd’s story, Washington Post reporters Robert Samuels and Toluse 
Olorunnipa bring to light the determination Floyd carried as he faced the relentless struggle to survive 
as a Black man in America. Placing his narrative within the larger context of America’s deeply troubled 
history of institutional racism, His Name Is George Floyd examines the Floyd family’s roots in slavery 
and sharecropping, the segregation of his Houston schools, the overpolicing of his communities, the 
devastating snares of the prison system, and his attempts to break free from drug dependence—putting 
today's inequality into uniquely human terms. Drawing upon hundreds of interviews and extensive 
original reporting, Samuels and Olorunnipa offer a poignant and moving exploration of George Floyd’s 
America, revealing how a man who simply wanted to breathe ended up touching the world.

Off the Road

From a leading prison abolitionist, a moving memoir about coming of age in Brooklyn and surviving 
incarceration—and a call to break free from all the cages that confine us. Marlon Peterson grew up 
in 1980s Crown Heights, raised by Trinidadian immigrants. Amid the routine violence that shaped his 
neighborhood, Marlon became a high-achieving and devout child, the specter of the American dream 
opening up before him. But in the aftermath of immense trauma, he participated in a robbery that 
resulted in two murders. At nineteen, Peterson was charged and later convicted. He served ten long 
years in prison. While incarcerated, Peterson immersed himself in anti-violence activism, education, 
and prison abolition work. In Bird Uncaged, Peterson challenges the typical “redemption” narrative 
and our assumptions about justice. With vulnerability and insight, he uncovers the many cages—from 
the daily violence and trauma of poverty, to policing, to enforced masculinity, and the brutality of 
incarceration—created and maintained by American society. Bird Uncaged is a twenty-first-century 
abolitionist memoir, and a powerful debut that demands a shift from punishment to healing, an end to 
prisons, and a new vision of justice.

His Name Is George Floyd (Pulitzer Prize Winner)

WINNER OF THE THURBER PRIZE The compelling, inspiring, (often comic) coming-of-age story of 
Trevor Noah, set during the twilight of apartheid and the tumultuous days of freedom that followed. One 
of the comedy world's brightest new voices, Trevor Noah is a light-footed but sharp-minded observer 
of the absurdities of politics, race and identity, sharing jokes and insights drawn from the wealth of 
experience acquired in his relatively young life. As host of the US hit show The Daily Show with Trevor 
Noah, he provides viewers around the globe with their nightly dose of biting satire, but here Noah turns 
his focus inward, giving readers a deeply personal, heartfelt and humorous look at the world that shaped 
him. Noah was born a crime, son of a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother, at a time when 
such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents' indiscretion, Trevor 
was kept mostly indoors for the first years of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures 



his mother took to hide him from a government that could, at any moment, take him away. A collection 
of eighteen personal stories, Born a Crime tells the story of a mischievous young boy growing into a 
restless young man as he struggles to find his place in a world where he was never supposed to exist. 
Born a Crime is equally the story of that young man's fearless, rebellious and fervently religious mother 
- a woman determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty, violence and abuse that ultimately 
threatens her own life. Whether subsisting on caterpillars for dinner during hard times, being thrown 
from a moving car during an attempted kidnapping, or just trying to survive the life-and-death pitfalls of 
dating in high school, Noah illuminates his curious world with an incisive wit and an unflinching honesty. 
His stories weave together to form a personal portrait of an unlikely childhood in a dangerous time, as 
moving and unforgettable as the very best memoirs and as funny as Noah's own hilarious stand-up. 
Born a Crime is a must read.

Bird Uncaged

WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FOR NONFICTION • An acclaimed 
journalist sets a new standard for bold, in-depth reporting in this first-hand account of life inside the 
penal system at Sing Sing. “Newjack is about as good as it gets—by turns gripping, funny, frightening, 
and sad.” —The Washington Post Book World When Ted Conover’s request to shadow a recruit at 
the New York State Corrections Officer Academy was denied, he decided to apply for a job as a 
prison officer himself. The result is an unprecedented work of eyewitness journalism: the account of 
Conover's year-long passage into storied Sing Sing prison as a rookie guard, or "newjack." As he 
struggles to become a good officer, Conover angers inmates, dodges blows, and attempts, in the face 
of overwhelming odds, to balance decency with toughness. Through his insights into the harsh culture 
of prison, the grueling and demeaning working conditions of the officers, and the unexpected ways the 
job encroaches on his own family life, we begin to see how our burgeoning prison system brutalizes 
everyone connected with it. An intimate portrait of a world few readers have ever experienced, Newjack 
is a haunting journey into a dark undercurrent of American life.

Born A Crime

“A book that should be read . . . Smith brings an alchemic talent to describing physical labor.” —The New 
York Times Book Review “Beautiful, funny, and harrowing.” – Sarah Smarsh, The Atlantic “Remarkable 
. . . this is the book that Hillbilly Elegy should have been.” —Kirkus Reviews A vivid window into the 
world of working class men set during the Bakken fracking boom in North Dakota Like thousands of 
restless men left unmoored in the wake of the 2008 economic crash, Michael Patrick Smith arrived in the 
fracking boomtown of Williston, North Dakota five years later homeless, unemployed, and desperate for 
a job. Renting a mattress on a dirty flophouse floor, he slept boot to beard with migrant men who came 
from all across America and as far away as Jamaica, Africa and the Philippines. They ate together, 
drank together, argued like crows and searched for jobs they couldn't get back home. Smith's goal 
was to find the hardest work he could do--to find out if he could do it. He hired on in the oil patch 
where he toiled fourteen hour shifts from summer's 100 degree dog days to deep into winter's bracing 
whiteouts, all the while wrestling with the demons of a turbulent past, his broken relationships with 
women, and the haunted memories of a family riven by violence. The Good Hand is a saga of fear, 
danger, exhaustion, suffering, loneliness, and grit that explores the struggles of America's marginalized 
boomtown workers—the rough-hewn, castoff, seemingly disposable men who do an indispensable job 
that few would exalt: oil field hands who, in the age of climate change, put the gas in our tanks and the 
food in our homes. Smith, who had pursued theater and played guitar in New York, observes this world 
with a critical eye; yet he comes to love his coworkers, forming close bonds with Huck, a goofy giant 
of a young man whose lead foot and quick fists get him into trouble with the law, and The Wildebeest, 
a foul-mouthed, dip-spitting truck driver who torments him but also trains him up, and helps Smith 
"make a hand." The Good Hand is ultimately a book about transformation--a classic American story 
of one man's attempt to burn himself clean through hard work, to reconcile himself to himself, to find 
community, and to become whole.

Newjack

Written in collaboration with critically acclaimed NATIONAL BOOK AWARD finalist Patricia McCormick, 
Malala tells her story - from her childhood in the Swat Valley to the shooting, her recovery and new life 
in England. She's a girl who loves cricket, gossips with her best friends, and, on the day of the shooting, 
nearly overslept and missed an exam. A girl who saw women suddenly banned from public, schools 



blown up, the Taliban seize control, and her homeland descend into a state of fear and repression. 
This is the story of her life, and also of her passionate belief in every child's right to education, her 
determination to make that a reality throughout the world, and her hope to inspire others.

The Good Hand

I Am Malala
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