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Explore the complex and often painful history of crime and punishment within African American 
communities, tracing the evolution of racial bias and systemic injustices across various eras of the U.S. 
legal and carceral systems. This historical overview examines the profound impact on Black Americans, 
from enslavement through contemporary challenges, highlighting enduring legacies.
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Crime and Punishment in African American History

"James Campbell provides an in-depth survey of crime, punishment and justice in African American 
history. Presenting cutting-edge scholarship on issues of criminal justice in African American history in 
an accessible way for students, he makes connections between black experiences of criminal justice 
and violence from the slave era to the present."--

Crime and Punishment in African American History

"African American history has been scarred by violent and discriminatory law enforcement - from 
the mass executions of rebel slaves through to the present day in which more black citizens are 
incarcerated than ever before. This book provides an in-depth overview of crime, punishment, and 
justice in African American history. It presents cutting-edge scholarship on major issues of criminal 
justice history in the United States, and explores everyday African American experiences alongside 
famous trials and court decisions. It also highlights the ways in which resistance to oppressive policies, 
punishment, and vigilante justice has advanced the broader struggle for black freedom, and driven an 
ongoing process of criminal justice reforms."--Back Cover.

Race, Class, and the Death Penalty

Examines both the legal and illegal uses of the death penalty in American history.

Law Never Here

Shared racial and cultural experiences and the collective memory of those experiences play important 
roles in determining the responses of African Americans to issues of crime and violence. By examining 
American history through the prism of African American experience, this volume provides a framework 
for understanding contemporary issues regarding crime and justice, including the much-discussed 
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gap between how blacks and whites perceive the fairness of the criminal justice system. Following a 
thesis offered by W.E.B. Du Bois with regard to African American responses to oppression, the authors 
argue that responses by African Americans to issues of crime and justice have taken three main 
forms--resistance, accommodation, and self-determination. These responses are related to efforts by 
African Americans to carve out social and psychological space for themselves and to find their place 
in America.

Globalizing Lynching History

The study of lynching in US history has become a well-developed area of scholarship. However, 
scholars have rarely included comparative or transnational perspectives when studying the American 
case, although lynching and communal punishment have occurred in most societies throughout history.

The Social History of Crime and Punishment in America: A-De

This comprehensive and authoratative four-volume work surveys the history and philosophy of crime, 
punishment, and criminal justice institutions in America from colonial times to the present.

Presumed Criminal

A startling examination of the deliberate criminalization of black youths from the 1930s to today A stark 
disparity exists between black and white youth experiences in the justice system today. Black youths 
are perceived to be older and less innocent than their white peers. When it comes to incarceration, 
race trumps class, and even as black youths articulate their own experiences with carceral authorities, 
many Americans remain surprised by the inequalities they continue to endure. In this revealing book, 
Carl Suddler brings to light a much longer history of the policies and strategies that tethered the lives 
of black youths to the justice system indefinitely. The criminalization of black youth is inseparable from 
its racialized origins. In the mid-twentieth century, the United States justice system began to focus on 
punishment, rather than rehabilitation. By the time the federal government began to address the issue 
of juvenile delinquency, the juvenile justice system shifted its priorities from saving delinquent youth to 
purely controlling crime, and black teens bore the brunt of the transition. In New York City, increased 
state surveillance of predominantly black communities compounded arrest rates during the post–World 
War II period, providing justification for tough-on-crime policies. Questionable police practices, like 
stop-and-frisk, combined with media sensationalism, cemented the belief that black youth were the 
primary cause for concern. Even before the War on Crime, the stakes were clear: race would continue to 
be the crucial determinant in American notions of crime and delinquency, and black youths condemned 
with a stigma of criminality would continue to confront the overwhelming power of the state.

Invisible Voices

"Invisible Voices explores the intersection of criminology and history as a way of contextualizing the 
historical black presence in crime and punishment in the UK. Through case studies, court transcripts, 
and biographical accounts it reimagines the understanding/s of the role of history in shaping con-
temporary perceptions. The book: Moves beyond the confines of presenting 'criminological history' as 
monocultural Demonstrates how 'mainstream criminology' is complicit in obscuring 'hidden crimino-
logical histories Critically assesses the implications regarding the positioning of 'the black presence' 
within the discipline of criminology Revises current thinking around excluded, marginalized, and muted 
histories, when looking at 'crime and punishment' as a whole. The opening chapters lay the foundation 
for locating the historical black presence in crime and punishment, whilst offering practical guidance 
for anyone wanting to pursue the journey of unearthing hidden history. Chapters Five to Nine comprise 
compelling case studies designed to fuel new discussions regarding important excluded voices in crime 
and punishment history. The following chapters reveal powerful testimonies from those black voices 
involved in speaking out against slavery during the Georgian and Victorian periods, and highlight the 
pivotal role played by black activists during significant periods of British history. Chapter Twelve explores 
'The Black Rage Defense', illuminating a moment in British legal history which tied both the UK and US 
into a struggle for validating mental health and offending, where race was a significant factor. The final 
chapter focuses on the need to engage criminologists in a critical dialogue regarding a reimagining of 
the way criminological history is (re)presented. Invisible Voices is crucial reading for students not just 
of Criminology and History, but also Sociology, Cultural Studies, Black Studies and Law, as well as 
criminal justice practitioners. It also aims to provide scope for A-Level students contemplating going to 



university, community educational programmes, and prison education departments, as well as anyone 
wanting to learn more about the black presence in UK history"--

From Slave Abuse to Hate Crime

This book explores how political debates and legal reforms on criminalization of racial violence have 
shaped American racial history.

Crime and Punishment in the Jim Crow South

"In recent years, there has been renewed attention to problems pervading the criminal justice system 
in the United States. The prison population has grown exponentially since 1970 due to the war on 
drugs, minimum sentencing laws, and other crime control measures instituted in the 1980s and 1990s. 
The U.S. now incarcerates more people than any other nation in the world, over 2 million in 2016. 
African Americans constitute nearly half of those prisoners. This volume contributes to current debates 
on the criminal justice system by filling a crucial gap in scholarship with ten original essays by both 
established and up-and-coming historians on the topics of crime and state punishment in the Jim Crow 
era. In particular, these essays address the relationship between the modern state, crime control, and 
white supremacy. Essays in the collection show that the development of the modern penal system 
was part and parcel of Jim Crow, and so are the racial injustices endemic to it. The essays that Wood 
and Ring have curated enrich our understanding of how the penal system impacted the New South; 
demonstrate the centrality of the carceral regime in producing racial, gender, and legal categories in 
the New South; provide insightful analysis of intellectual work around the U.S. prison regime; use the 
penal system to make a case for Southern exceptionalism; and extend conversations about the penal 
system's restriction of African American political and civil rights. As a whole, the volume provides a 
nuanced portrait of the dynamic between state power and white supremacy in the South beyond a 
story of top-down social control"--

Locking Up Our Own

Winner of the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for General Non-Fiction Longlisted for the National Book Award One 
of the New York Times Book Review's 10 Best Books of 2017 Former public defender James Forman, 
Jr. is a leading critic of mass incarceration and its disproportionate impact on people of colour. In 
Locking Up Our Own, he seeks to understand the war on crime that began in the 1970s and why it 
was supported by many African American leaders in the nation's urban centres. Forman shows us 
that the first substantial cohort of black mayors, judges and police chiefs took office amid a surge in 
crime and drug addiction. Many prominent black officials, including Washington, DC mayor Marion 
Barry and federal prosecutor Eric Holder, feared that the gains of the civil rights movement were 
being undermined by lawlessness - and thus embraced tough-on-crime measures, including longer 
sentences and aggressive police tactics. In the face of skyrocketing murder rates and the proliferation 
of open-air drug markets, they believed they had no choice. But the policies they adopted would 
have devastating consequences for residents of poor black neighbourhoods. A former public defender, 
Forman tells riveting stories of politicians, community activists, police officers, defendants and crime 
victims. He writes with compassion about individuals trapped in terrible dilemmas - from the men and 
women he represented in court to officials struggling to respond to a public safety emergency. Locking 
Up Our Own enriches our understanding of why American society became so punitive and offers 
important lessons to anyone concerned about the future of race and the criminal justice system.

Capital and Convict

Both in the popular imagination and in academic discourse, North and South are presented as 
fundamentally divergent penal systems in the aftermath of the Civil War, a difference mapped onto 
larger perceived cultural disparities between the two regions. The South’s post Civil War embrace of 
chain gangs and convict leasing occupies such a prominent position in the nation’s imagination that it 
has come to represent one of the region’s hallmark differences from the North. The regions are different, 
the argument goes, because they punish differently. Capital and Convict challenges this assumption 
by offering a comparative study of Illinois’s and South Carolina’s formal state penal systems in the 
fifty years after the Civil War. Henry Kamerling argues that although punishment was racially inflected 
both during Reconstruction and after, shared, nonracial factors defined both states' penal systems 
throughout this period. The similarities in the lived experiences of inmates in both states suggest that the 
popular focus on the racial characteristics of southern punishment has shielded us from an examination 



of important underlying factors that prove just as central—if not more so—in shaping the realities of 
crime and punishment throughout the United States.

A History of Crime and the American Criminal Justice System

This book offers a history of crime and the criminal justice system in America, written particularly for 
students of criminal justice and those interested in the history of crime and punishment. It follows 
the evolution of the criminal justice system chronologically and, when necessary, offers parallels 
between related criminal justice issues in different historical eras. From its antecedents in England 
to revolutionary times, to the American Civil War, right through the twentieth century to the age of 
terrorism, this book combines a wealth of resources with keen historical judgement to offer a fascinating 
account of the development of criminal justice in America. A new chapter brings the story up to date, 
looking at criminal justice through the Obama era and the early days of the Trump administration. 
Each chapter is broken down into four crucial components related to the American criminal justice 
system from the historical perspective: lawmakers and the judiciary; law enforcement; corrections; and 
crime and punishment. A range of pedagogical features, including timelines of key events, learning 
objectives, critical thinking questions and sources, as well as a full glossary of key terms and a Who’s 
Who in Criminal Justice History, ensures that readers are well-equipped to navigate the immense 
body of knowledge related to criminal justice history. Essential reading for Criminal Justice majors and 
historians alike, this book will be a fascinating text for anyone interested in the development of the 
American criminal justice system from ancient times to the present day.

The Oxford Handbook of the History of Crime and Criminal Justice

"The historical study of crime has become a rapidly expanding area of both social history and 
criminology during the past few decades. Indeed, the history of crime is more relevant than ever for 
scholars seeking to address contemporary issues in criminology and criminal justice, and for historians 
trying to understand the nature of crime and criminal justice in past societies. The Oxford Handbook 
of the History of Crime and Criminal Justice provides a systematic and comprehensive examination of 
recent developments across both fields. The aim is to further exchange between scholars working on 
crime and criminal justice from different disciplines. The chapters examine existing research, explain 
ongoing debates and controversies, and point to new areas of interest, covering topics such as crime 
in its social context, criminal law and courts, police and policing, and the rise of criminology as a field. 
This handbook also analyzes some of the most pressing criminological issues of our time, including 
drug trafficking, terrorism, and the intersections of gender, race, and class in the context of crime and 
punishment. The definitive volume on the history of crime, The Oxford Handbook of the History of Crime 
and Criminal Justice is an invaluable resource for students and scholars of criminology, criminal justice, 
and legal history"--Jacket.

In the Shadow of the Gallows

From Puritan Execution Day rituals to gangsta rap, the black criminal has been an enduring presence 
in American culture. To understand why, Jeannine Marie DeLombard insists, we must set aside the 
lenses of pathology and persecution and instead view the African American felon from the far more 
revealing perspectives of publicity and personhood. When the Supreme Court declared in Dred Scott 
that African Americans have "no rights which the white man was bound to respect," it overlooked 
the right to due process, which ensured that black offenders—even slaves—appeared as persons in 
the eyes of the law. In the familiar account of African Americans' historical shift "from plantation to 
prison," we have forgotten how, for a century before the Civil War, state punishment affirmed black 
political membership in the breach, while a thriving popular crime literature provided early America's 
best-known models of individual black selfhood. Before there was the slave narrative, there was the 
criminal confession. Placing the black condemned at the forefront of the African American canon 
allows us to see how a later generation of enslaved activists—most notably, Frederick Douglass—could 
marshal the public presence and civic authority necessary to fashion themselves as eligible citizens. 
At the same time, in an era when abolitionists were charging Americans with the national crime of 
"manstealing," a racialized sense of culpability became equally central to white civic identity. What, 
for African Americans, is the legacy of a citizenship grounded in culpable personhood? For white 
Americans, must membership in a nation built on race slavery always betoken guilt? In the Shadow of 
the Gallows reads classics by J. Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur, Edgar Allan Poe, Frederick Douglass, 
Herman Melville, George Lippard, and Edward Everett Hale alongside execution sermons, criminal 



confessions, trial transcripts, philosophical treatises, and political polemics to address fundamental 
questions about race, responsibility, and American civic belonging.

Locked Up

A history of the United States prison system and its many changes over the years.

Colored Amazons

For the state, black female crime and its representations effectively galvanized and justified a host of 
urban reform initiatives that reaffirmed white, middle-class authority."--Jacket.

From Lynch Mobs to the Killing State

Situates the linkage between race and the death penalty in the history of the U.S. Since 1976, over 
forty percent of prisoners executed in American jails have been African American or Hispanic. This 
trend shows little evidence of diminishing, and follows a larger pattern of the violent criminalization of 
African American populations that has marked the country's history of punishment. In a bold attempt 
to tackle the looming question of how and why the connection between race and the death penalty has 
been so strong throughout American history, Ogletree and Sarat headline an interdisciplinary cast of 
experts in reflecting on this disturbing issue. Insightful original essays approach the topic from legal, 
historical, cultural, and social science perspectives to show the ways that the death penalty is racialized, 
the places in the death penalty process where race makes a difference, and the ways that meanings 
of race in the United States are constructed in and through our practices of capital punishment. From 
Lynch Mobs to the Killing State not only uncovers the ways that race influences capital punishment, but 
also attempts to situate the linkage between race and the death penalty in the history of this country, 
in particular the history of lynching. In its probing examination of how and why the connection between 
race and the death penalty has been so strong throughout American history, this book forces us to 
consider how the death penalty gives meaning to race as well as why the racialization of the death 
penalty is uniquely American.

Invisible Voices

Invisible Voices explores the intersection of criminology and history as a way of contextualizing the his-
torical black presence in crime and punishment in the UK. Through case studies, court transcripts, and 
biographical accounts it reimagines the understanding/s of the role of history in shaping contemporary 
perceptions. The book: Moves beyond the confines of presenting ‘criminological history’ as monocultural 
Demonstrates how ‘mainstream criminology’ is complicit in obscuring ‘hidden criminological histories' 
Critically assesses the implications regarding the positioning of ‘the black presence’ within the discipline 
of criminology Revises current thinking around excluded, marginalized, and muted histories, when 
looking at ‘crime and punishment’ as a whole. The opening chapters lay the foundation for locating the 
historical black presence in crime and punishment, whilst offering practical guidance for anyone wanting 
to pursue the journey of unearthing hidden history. Chapters 5–9 comprise compelling case studies 
designed to fuel new discussions regarding important excluded voices in crime and punishment history. 
The following chapters reveal powerful testimonies from those black voices involved in speaking out 
against slavery during the Georgian and Victorian periods, and highlight the pivotal role played by black 
activists during significant periods of British history. Chapter 12 explores ‘The Black Rage Defence’, 
illuminating a moment in British legal history which tied both the UK and US into a struggle for validating 
mental health and offending, where race was a significant factor. The final chapter focuses on the need 
to engage criminologists in a critical dialogue regarding a reimagining of the way criminological history 
is (re)presented. Invisible Voices is crucial reading for students not just of Criminology and History, but 
also Sociology, Cultural Studies, Black Studies and Law, as well as criminal justice practitioners. It also 
aims to provide scope for A-Level students contemplating going to university, community educational 
programmes, and prison education departments, as well as anyone wanting to learn more about the 
black presence in UK history.

Race, Gender, and Punishment

Mary Bosworth and Jeanne Flavin bring together twelve original essays by prominent scholars to 
examine not only the discrimination that is evident, but also the structural and cultural forces that have 
influenced and continue to perpetuate the current situation. Contributors point to four major factors 



that have impacted public sentiment and criminal justice policy : colonialism, slavery, immigration, and 
globalization. In doing so they reveal how practices of punishment not only need particular ideas about 
race to exist, but they also legitimate them. The essays unearth troubling evidence that testifies to 
America's brutally racist past, and to White America's continued fear of and suspicion about racial 
and ethnic minorities. The legacy of slavery on punishment is considered, but also subjects that 
have received far less attention such as how colonizers' notions of cultural superiority shaped penal 
practices, the criminalization of reproductive rights, the link between citizenship and punishment, and 
the global export of crime control strategies.

Slave Laws in Virginia

The five essays in Slave Laws in Virginia explore two centuries of the ever-changing relationship 
between a major slave society and the laws that guided it. The topics covered are diverse, including 
the African judicial background of African American slaves, Thomas Jefferson's relationship with the 
laws of slavery, the capital punishment of slaves, nineteenth-century penal transportation of slaves 
from Virginia as related to the interstate slave trade and the changing market for slaves, and Virginia's 
experience with its own fugitive slave laws. Through the history of one large extended family of 
ex-slaves, Philip J. Schwarz's conclusion examines how the law shaped the interaction between former 
slaves and masters after emancipation. Instead of relying on a static view of these two centuries, the 
author focuses on the diverse and changing ways that lawmakers and law enforcers responded to 
slaves' behavior and to whites' perceptions of and assumptions about that behavior.

Roots of Disorder

Every white southerner understood what keeping African Americans "down" meant and what it did not 
mean. It did not mean going to court; it did not mean relying on the law. It meant vigilante violence 
and lynching. Looking at Vicksburg, Mississippi, Roots of Disorder traces the origins of these terrible 
attitudes to the day-to-day operations of local courts. In Vicksburg, white exploitation of black labor 
through slavery evolved into efforts to use the law to define blacks' place in society, setting the stage 
for widespread tolerance of brutal vigilantism. Fed by racism and economics, whites' extralegal violence 
grew in a hothouse of more general hostility toward law and courts. Roots of Disorder shows how the 
criminal justice system itself plays a role in shaping the attitudes that encourage vigilantism. "Delivers 
what no other study has yet attempted. . . . Waldrep's book is one of the first systematically to use local 
trial data to explore questions of society and culture." -- Vernon Burton, author of "A Gentleman and 
an Officer": A Social and Military History of James B. Griffin's Civil War

Popular Justice

Manfred Berg traces the history of lynching in America from the colonial era to the present. Berg focuses 
on lynching as extralegal communal punishment performed by "ordinary" people. He confronts racially 
fragmented historical memory and legacies of popular justice to help the reader make better sense of 
lynching as part of American history.

Race, Labor, and Punishment in the New South

For Emile Durkheim, writing in the nineteenth-century, punishment was simply understood as a clear 
response to the criminal behavior a society experiences. Today's penal institutions challenge such a 
simple understanding. Inseparably linked with many aspects of society, they are profoundly shaped by 
the traumatic events and changes a society undergoes. Nowhere is this clearer than in the American 
South.Georgia embraced the concept of the penitentiary as a form of social control earlier than most 
of its southern neighbors. Its penal code of 1816 replaced or curtailed such traditional punishments as 
whipping, the pillory, fines, or death. Georgia's control over felony convicts effectively began in 1817, 
when the state prison at Milledgeville accepted its first convict.Martha A. Myers finds that Georgia also 
led the region in embracing the convict lease system as an alternative to incarceration. In Race, Labor, 
and Punishment in the New South, she examines the social, political, and economic forces that shaped 
punishment over a seventy-year period. Between 1870 and 1940, Georgia's system of punishment 
shifted from capital and corporal punishment to hard labor in the penitentiary, then to the convict lease 
system, then to county-run chain gangs, and then back to incarceration in prison. This book forges 
a connection between these dramatic shifts and analyzes three facets of punishment for black and 
white men: rates of admission to the penitentiary, the harshness of sentences, and the ease with which 
felons achieved release from the penitentiary. Her findings challenge the conventional notion that hard 



times invariably prompt harsh punishment. In uncovering the complex link betweensocial change and 
southern punishment, Myers reveals the poverty of current theories of criminal punishment.

Race, Crime, and Punishment

The death penalty arouses our passions as does few other issues. Some view taking another person's 
life as just and reasonable punishment while others see it as an inhumane and barbaric act. But the 
intensity of feeling that capital punishment provokes often obscures its long and varied history in this 
country. Now, for the first time, we have a comprehensive history of the death penalty in the United 
States. Law professor Stuart Banner tells the story of how, over four centuries, dramatic changes have 
taken place in the ways capital punishment has been administered and experienced. In the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, the penalty was standard for a laundry list of crimes--from adultery to murder, 
from arson to stealing horses. Hangings were public events, staged before audiences numbering in 
the thousands, attended by women and men, young and old, black and white alike. Early on, the 
gruesome spectacle had explicitly religious purposes--an event replete with sermons, confessions, 
and last minute penitence--to promote the salvation of both the condemned and the crowd. Through the 
nineteenth century, the execution became desacralized, increasingly secular and private, in response to 
changing mores. In the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, ironically, as it has become a quiet, sanitary, 
technological procedure, the death penalty is as divisive as ever. By recreating what it was like to be the 
condemned, the executioner, and the spectator, Banner moves beyond the debates, to give us an un-
precedented understanding of capital punishment's many meanings. As nearly four thousand inmates 
are now on death row, and almost one hundred are currently being executed each year, the furious 
debate is unlikely to diminish. The Death Penalty is invaluable in understanding the American way of the 
ultimate punishment. Table of Contents: Abbreviations Introduction 1. Terror, Blood, and Repentance 2. 
Hanging Day 3. Degrees of Death 4. The Origins of Opposition 5. Northern Reform, Southern Retention 
6. Into the Jail Yard 7. Technological Cures 8. Decline 9. To the Supreme Court 10. Resurrection Epilogue 
Appendix: Counting Executions Notes Acknowledgments Index Reviews of this book: [Banner] deftly 
balances history and politics, crafting a book that will be valuable to anyone interested in knowing more 
about capital punishment, no matter what his or her views are on the ethical issues surrounding the 
topic. --David Pitt, Booklist Reviews of this book: In this well-researched and clear account...Banner 
charts how and why this country went from having one of the world's mildest punitive systems to one of 
its harshest. --Publishers Weekly Reviews of this book: Stuart Banner's book is fine and balanced and 
important. His lucid history of this grim subject is scrupulously accurate...It is refreshingly free of the 
tendentiousness and the sensationalism that this subject invites. --Richard A. Posner, New Republic 
Reviews of this book: [The] contrast between the past and the present can now be seen with great clarity 
thanks to...Stuart Banner and his comprehensive book, The Death Penalty...American historians have 
been slow to undertake anything like a full-scale study of the subject...Banner's book does much to fill 
[the gaps]. His book is an important and comprehensive...treatment of the topic. --Hugo Adam Bedau, 
Boston Review Reviews of this book: Despite the gruesome nature of the book's topic, it is difficult to 
stop reading. Banner's research is fascinating, his writing style compelling. Given the emotional nature 
of the subject (few people known to me are wishy-washy about whether the death penalty is moral 
or immoral), Banner walks the line of neutrality skillfully, without seeming evasive. --Steve Weinberg, 
Legal Times Reviews of this book: Stuart Banner's The Death Penalty is a tour de force, remarkable for 
its neutrality as it traces the ways in which the death penalty has been applied, and for what kinds of 
crimes, from the Colonial era to the present. Banner...writes like a historian who believes perspective is 
best gained by dispassionately setting out what happened and letting everyone come to his or her own 
conclusions. I think, in this book, that works wonderfully. On a subject in which emotions run so high, it 
seems awfully useful to have a dispassionate voice. After all, if Banner allowed his own feelings on the 
death penalty--pro, con or somewhere in the middle--to be known, the book easily could be dismissed 
as a diatribe. He doesn't, and it can't. --Judith Neuman Beck, San Jose Mercury News Reviews of this 
book: Law professor Banner...offers a persuasive examination of the evolution of capital punishment 
from Colonial times onward. He makes clear that the death penalty has possessed generally consistent 
support from the US populace, although changes in the sensibilities of juries, executioners, legal 
theoreticians, and judges have occurred...Highly recommended. --R. C. Cottrell, Choice Reviews of 
this book: Stuart Banner aptly illustrates in The Death Penalty, like the nation, the death penalty 
has changed with the times...Banner's account spotlights a number of interesting trends in American 
history...Mostly evenhanded in the tour he provides through the history of the death penalty and its 
role in and reflection of American society, he has managed to provide an accessible look at what is a 
profoundly controversial and complicated subject. --Steven Martinovich, Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel 



Reviews of this book: "For centuries," Stuart Banner tells us, "Americans had been proud to possess a 
criminal-justice system that made less use of the death penalty than just about any other place on the 
globe, including the countries of western Europe." But no longer. Now we possess "one of the harshest 
criminal codes in the world." The Death Penalty helps explain that turnaround, but only in the course of 
a complicated story in which different factors emerge at different times to play often unforeseeable 
roles...[This is a] superbly told history. --Paul Rosenberg, Denver Post and Rocky Mountain News 
Reviews of this book: Stuart Banner's lucid, richly researched book brings us, for the first time, a 
comprehensive history of American capital punishment from colonial times to the present. He describes 
the practices that characterized the institution at different periods, elucidates their ritual purposes and 
social meanings, and identifies the forces that led to their transformation. The book's well-ordered 
narrative is interspersed with individual case histories, that give flesh and blood to the account. --David 
Garland, Times Literary Supplement Reviews of this book: [An] informative, even-handed, chillingly 
fascinating account of why and how the U.S. government and many state governments decided to 
sponsor executions of criminals--even though innocent defendants might die, too. --Jane Henderson, St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch Reviews of this book: Stuart Banner's The Death Penalty is a splendidly objective 
achievement. Delightfully written, free of academic pretense, liberally sprinkled with apt references from 
contemporary sources, the book exhaustively explores the multifaceted evolution of America's penal 
practices. --Elsbeth Bothe, Baltimore Sun The Death Penalty is certain to be the definitive account of 
the American experience with capital punishment, from its beginnings in the seventeenth century, to 
the execution of Timothy McVeigh in 2001. This is a first rate piece of scholarship: well written, deeply 
researched, fascinating to read, and full of insights and good common sense. It is, in my view, one of 
the finest books to deal with this troubled and troubling subject. Historical and legal scholarship owe 
a debt of gratitude to Stuart Banner. --Lawrence Friedman, Stanford Law School A masterful book. 
This is a long overdue account which fills a huge gap in our understanding of America's long and 
complex relationship to state killing. With meticulous scholarship and lucid prose, Banner has written a 
compelling account of the place of capital punishment in our society. It sets the standard for all future 
scholarship on the history of the death penalty in America. --Austin Sarat, author of When the State Kills: 
Capital Punishment and the American Condition The Death Penalty, a study we have badly needed, 
is the first history of the nation's engagement--as well as its disengagement--with capital punishment 
from the country's earliest days to the present. With a sure grasp of the constitutional issues, Stuart 
Banner greatly advances a conversation at last underway about the rightness of putting people to 
death for having inflicted a death. Banner's greatest and most useful feat is remaining dispassionate 
on a subject that he cares deeply about--as do a growing number of his fellow Americans. --William 
S. McFeely, author of Proximity to Death The Death Penalty beautifully explains the changing paths 
traveled by supporters and opponents of capital punishment over the years. It explores a subject of 
enormous symbolic importance to Americans today, linking our views about the death penalty to our 
larger concerns about crime. --David Oshinsky, author of "Worse Than Slavery": Parchman Farm and 
the Ordeal of Jim Crow Justice Banner's book is a superbly detailed and textured social history of a 
subject too often treated in legal abstractions. It demonstrates how capital punishment has gnawed 
at the conscience and imagination of Americans, and how it has challenged their efforts to define 
themselves culturally, politically, and racially. --Robert Weisberg, Stanford Law School

The Death Penalty

“Breaks new ground . . . shows compellingly and convincingly that punishment provides a major gateway 
to exploring a society and culture.”—Journal of American History In the mid-1990s, as public trust 
in big government was near an all-time low, 80% of Americans told Gallup that they supported the 
death penalty. Why did people who didn’t trust government to regulate the economy or provide daily 
services nonetheless believe that it should have the power to put its citizens to death? That question 
is at the heart of Executing Freedom, a powerful, wide-ranging examination of the place of the death 
penalty in American culture and how it has changed over the years. Drawing on an array of sources, 
including congressional hearings and campaign speeches, true crime classics like In Cold Blood, and 
films like Dead Man Walking, Daniel LaChance shows how attitudes toward the death penalty have 
reflected broader shifts in Americans’ thinking about the relationship between the individual and the 
state. Emerging from the height of 1970s disillusion, the simplicity and moral power of the death penalty 
became a potent symbol for many Americans of what government could do—and LaChance argues, 
fascinatingly, that it’s the very failure of capital punishment to live up to that mythology that could prove 
its eventual undoing in the United States. “Fiercely provocative . . . A must-read for socio-legal studies 



and punishment scholars who want to know more about how the phenomenon of capital punishment 
took on a life of its own in the modern US cultural imagination.”—Theoretical Criminology

Executing Freedom

Does justice exist for Blacks in America? This comprehensive compilation of essays documents the 
historical and contemporary impact of the law and criminal justice system on people of African ancestry 
in the United States. African Americans and Criminal Justice: An Encyclopedia comprises descriptive 
essays documenting the ways in which people of African descent have been victimized by oppressive 
laws enacted by local, state, and federal authorities in the United States. The entries also describe 
how Blacks became disproportionately represented in national crime statistics, largely through their 
efforts to resist legalized oppression in early American history, and present biographies of famous and 
infamous Black criminal suspects and victims throughout early American history and in contemporary 
times. Providing coverage of law and criminal justice practices from the precolonial period, including 
the introduction of African slaves, up to practices in modern-day America, this encyclopedia presents 
a frank and comprehensive view of how Americans of African descent have come to be viewed as 
synonymous with criminality. This book represents an essential learning resource for all American 
citizens, regardless of race or age.

African Americans and Criminal Justice

This book systematically investigates the capital punishment of girls and women in one jurisdiction in 
the United States over nearly four centuries. Using Connecticut as an essential case study, due to its 
long history as a colony and a state, this study is the first of its kind not only for New England but for the 
United States. The author uses rich archival sources to look critically at the gendered differential in the 
application of the death penalty from the seventeenth century until the abolition of capital punish-ment in 
Connecticut in 2012. In addition to analyzing cases of executions, this monograph offers an innovative 
focus on women and girls who escaped judicial execution with death sentences that were avoided, 
reversed, reprieved, or commuted. The book fully describes the impact of the rise and fall of witchcraft 
allegations during the last half of the seventeenth century, the clash between the deg-radation of slavery 
and Enlightenment ideals that was the provocation for the de facto end of female capital punishment 
in the New Republic, the introduction of two degrees of murder, which effectively provided an es-cape 
hatch from the gallows, and a detailed look at the unique case of Lydia Sherman, whose sentence to 
life in prison under the Connecticut murder statute of 1846 emphatically confirmed the unofficial state 
exemption of females from the gallows. Pivotal cases since 1900 are also examined. The book will 
attract attention from a broad audience interested in criminology, criminal justice, capital punishment, 
women’s studies, and legal history. Anti-death penalty advocates, law school activists, public defenders, 
capital punishment litigators, and jurists will also find the book useful. Winner of the Association for the 
Study of Connecticut History 2020 Homer D. Babbidge Jr. Award for the best monograph on a significant 
aspect of Connecticut’s history published in a calendar year.

Female Capital Punishment

"This text focuses on the modern aspects of the history of criminal justice, from 1900 to the present. A 
unique thematic approach, rather than a chronological approach, sets this book apart from comparable 
books on the subject, with chapters organized around themes such as policing, courts, due process, 
and prison and punishment. Making connections between history and contemporary criminal justice 
systems, structures, and processes, this text offers the latest in historical scholarship, made relevant 
to the needs of current and future practitioners in the field."--P. [4] of cover.

A History of Modern American Criminal Justice

Much of the current reassessment of race, culture, and criminal justice in the nineteenth-century South 
has been based on intensive community studies. Drawing on previously untapped sources, the nine 
original papers collected here represent some of the best new work on how racial justice can be 
shaped by the particulars of time and place. Although each essay is anchored in the local, several 
important larger themes emerge across the volume--such as the importance of personality and place, 
the movement of former slaves from the capriciousness of "plantation justice" to the (theoretically) 
more evenhanded processes of the courts, and the increased presence of government in daily aspects 
of American life. Local Matters cites a wide range of examples to support these themes. One essay 
considers the case of a quasi-free slave in Natchez, Mississippi--himself a slaveowner--who was 



"reined in" by his master through the courts, while another shows how federal aims were subverted 
during trials held in the aftermath of the 1876 race riots in Ellenton, South Carolina. Other topics 
covered include the fear of black criminality as a motivation of Klan activity; the career of Thomas Ruffin, 
slaveowner and North Carolina Supreme Court Justice; blacks and the ballot in Washington County, 
Texas; the overturned murder conviction of a North Carolina slave who had killed a white man; the 
formation of a powerful white bloc in Vicksburg, Mississippi; agitation by black and white North Carolina 
women for greater protections from abusive white male elites; and slaves, crime, and the common law 
in New Orleans. Together, these studies offer new insights into the nature of law and the fate of due 
process at different stages of a highly racialized society.

Local Matters

Aggressive policing and draconian sentencing have disproportionately imprisoned millions of African 
Americans for drug-related offenses. Michael Javen Fortner shows that in the 1970s these punitive 
policies toward addicts and pushers enjoyed the support of many working-class and middle-class 
blacks, angry about the chaos in their own neighborhoods.

Black Silent Majority

Compiles information and interpretations on the past 500 years of African American history, containing 
essays on historical research aids, bibliographies, resources for womens' issues, and an accompanying 
CD-ROM providing bibliographical entries.

The Harvard Guide to African-American History

This work surveys the history and philosophy of crime, punishment, and criminal justice institutions in 
America from colonial times to the present. It covers the whole of the criminal justice system, from 
crimes, law enforcement and policing, to courts, corrections and human services. Its entries provide 
the historical context for students to better understand contemporary criminological debates and the 
contemporary shape of the U.S. system of law and justice.

The Social History of Crime and Punishment in America

Does justice exist for Blacks in America? This comprehensive compilation of essays documents the 
historical and contemporary impact of the law and criminal justice system on people of African ancestry 
in the United States. African Americans and Criminal Justice: An Encyclopedia comprises descriptive 
essays documenting the ways in which people of African descent have been victimized by oppressive 
laws enacted by local, state, and federal authorities in the United States. The entries also describe 
how Blacks became disproportionately represented in national crime statistics, largely through their 
efforts to resist legalized oppression in early American history, and present biographies of famous and 
infamous Black criminal suspects and victims throughout early American history and in contemporary 
times. Providing coverage of law and criminal justice practices from the precolonial period, including 
the introduction of African slaves, up to practices in modern-day America, this encyclopedia presents 
a frank and comprehensive view of how Americans of African descent have come to be viewed as 
synonymous with criminality. This book represents an essential learning resource for all American 
citizens, regardless of race or age.

African Americans and Criminal Justice

The U.S. is the most violent industrialized country in the world, and lynching - that is, murder endorsed 
by the community - may be a key to understanding America's heritage of violence and perhaps 
point to solutions that can eradicate it. While lynchings are predominantly racial in tone and motive, 
Christopher Waldrep's sweeping study of the meaning and uses of lynching from the colonial period 
to the present reveals that the definition of the term has shifted dramatically over time, and that the 
victims and perpetuators of lynching were as diverse as its many meanings. By examining lynching 
from a comparative and temporal perspective, Waldrep teaches us important lessons not only about 
racial violence in America, but about the ways in which communities define and justify crime and the 
punishment of its criminals.

The Many Faces of Judge Lynch



Focusing on three key stages of the criminal justice process, discipline, punishment and desistance, 
and incorporating case studies from Asia, the Americas, Europe, Africa and Australia, the thirteen 
chapters in this collection are based on exciting new research that explores the evolution and adaptation 
of criminal justice and penal systems, largely from the early nineteenth century to the present. They 
range across the disciplinary boundaries of History, Criminology, Law and Penology. Journeying into 
and unlocking different national and international penal archives, and drawing on diverse analytical 
approaches, the chapters forge new connections between historical and contemporary issues in crime, 
prisons, policing and penal cultures, and challenge traditional Western democratic historiographies of 
crime and punishment and categorisations of offenders, police and ex-offenders. The individual chap-
ters provide new perspectives on race, gender, class, urban space, surveillance, policing, prisonisation 
and defiance, and will be essential reading for academics and students engaged in the study of criminal 
justice, law, police, transportation, slavery, offenders and desistance from crime.

Transnational Penal Cultures

Darrow's Crime & Criminals, originally published by Charles H Kerr in 1902, is not only one of the 
greatest works by the greatest attorney in US history, it is also a little masterpiece in the literature 
of social criticism and the struggle for freedom. In a few pages radiant with the forceful eloquence 
and dry humor for which he was so justly renowned, Darrow offers the man in the street - or more 
precisely in this case, in jail - a crash course in the theory and practice of law and criminology. He 
discusses what crime is, what causes it, why more people go to jail in winter than in summer, why the 
real criminals almost never go to prison, why punishment doesn't work, and - in the end - why the US 
criminal justice system is in fact a system of injustice, a colossal and barbaric failure. This new edition 
includes a remarkable essay 'Darrow's Crime And Criminals A Century Later' by Leon M Despres. 
Opening with valuable biographical and historical background regarding Darrow's views on crime and 
criminals, Despres also discusses the results of a survey made in 1996, in which a number of prisoners 
at Cook County Jail were invited to comment on Darrows 1902 talk. This edition also features excerpts 
from several other writings by Darrow on law, crime and punishment. An important Afterword by Carol 
Heises, an attorney and activist involved with prisoners on Cook County Jail's Death Row focuses on 
Darrow's views on capital punishment. Plus, a Foreword from Penelope Rosemont.

Crime & Criminals

Liberty's Prisoners examines how changing attitudes about work, freedom, property, and family shaped 
the creation of the penitentiary system in the United States. The first penitentiary was founded 
in Philadelphia in 1790, a period of great optimism and turmoil in the Revolution's wake. Those 
who were previously dependents with no legal standing—women, enslaved people, and indentured 
servants—increasingly claimed their own right to life, liberty, and happiness. A diverse cast of women 
and men, including immigrants, African Americans, and the Irish and Anglo-American poor, struggled 
to make a living. Vagrancy laws were used to crack down on those who visibly challenged longstanding 
social hierarchies while criminal convictions carried severe sentences for even the most trivial property 
crimes. The penitentiary was designed to reestablish order, both behind its walls and in society at 
large, but the promise of reformative incarceration failed from its earliest years. Within this system, 
women served a vital function, and Liberty's Prisoners is the first book to bring to life the e xperience 
of African American, immigrant, and poor white women imprisoned in early America. Always a minority 
of prisoners, women provided domestic labor within the institution and served as model inmates, 
more likely to submit to the authority of guards, inspectors, and reformers. White men, the primary 
targets of reformative incarceration, challenged authorities at every turn while African American men 
were increasingly segregated and denied access to reform. Liberty's Prisoners chronicles how the 
penitentiary, though initially designed as an alternative to corporal punishment for the most egregious 
of offenders, quickly became a repository for those who attempted to lay claim to the new nation's 
promise of liberty.

Liberty's Prisoners

Why did some offenses in the South end in mob lynchings while similar crimes led to legal executions? 
Why did still other cases have nonlethal outcomes? In this well-researched and timely book, Margaret 
Vandiver explores the complex relationship between these two forms of lethal punishment, challenging 
the assumption that executions consistently grew out of-and replaced-lynchings. Vandiver begins by 
examining the incidence of these practices in three culturally and geographically distinct southern 



regions. In rural northwest Tennessee, lynchings outnumbered legal executions by eleven to one and 
many African Americans were lynched for racial caste offenses rather than for actual crimes. In contrast, 
in Shelby County, which included the growing city of Memphis, more men were legally executed than 
lynched. Marion County, Florida, demonstrated a firmly entrenched tradition of lynching for sexual 
assault that ended in the early 1930s with three legal death sentences in quick succession. With a 
critical eye to issues of location, circumstance, history, and race, Vandiver considers the ways that 
legal and extralegal processes imitated, influenced, and differed from each other. A series of case 
studies demonstrates a parallel between mock trials that were held by lynch mobs and legal trials that 
were rushed through the courts and followed by quick executions. Tying her research to contemporary 
debates over the death penalty, Vandiver argues that modern death sentences, like lynchings of the 
past, continue to be influenced by factors of race and place, and sentencing is comparably erratic.

Lethal Punishment

Man And Wife In America A History

One Man, Six Wives And 29 Children: A Polygamous Family | Real Stories Full-Length Documentary - 
One Man, Six Wives And 29 Children: A Polygamous Family | Real Stories Full-Length Documentary 
by Real Stories 13,741,775 views 7 years ago 49 minutes - My Six Wives, And 29 Children (Polygamy 
Documentary) | Real Stories | A 51-year-old Mormon with six wives, and 29 children ...
The couple with the longest marriage in America - The couple with the longest marriage in America by 
CBS Sunday Morning 2,937,437 views 9 years ago 4 minutes, 13 seconds - Dale and Alice Rockey 
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British Muslims. While polygamy is illegal under British ...
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Theories of Punishment | Criminal Law - Theories of Punishment | Criminal Law by The Law Academy 
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is a project designed to provide legal education for students studying law, in the UK.
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Still Jewish

Describes the lives of Jewish women who have married outside their religion and how they have 
maintained their Jewish identity, and discusses how interfaith relationships have been portrayed in the 
media.

Marrying Out

“Captures the telling details and the idiosyncratic trajectory of interfaith relationships and marriages 
in America.” —The Forward When American Jewish men intermarry, goes the common assumption, 
they and their families are “lost” to the Jewish religion. In this provocative book, Keren R. McGinity 
shows that it is not necessarily so. She looks at intermarriage and parenthood through the eyes of 
a post-World War II cohort of Jewish men and discovers what intermarriage has meant to them and 
their families. She finds that these husbands strive to bring up their children as Jewish without losing 
their heritage. Marrying Out argues that the “gendered ethnicity” of intermarried Jewish men, growing 
out of their religious and cultural background, enables them to raise Jewish children. McGinity’s book 
is a major breakthrough in understanding Jewish men’s experiences as husbands and fathers, how 
Christian women navigate their roles and identities while married to them, and what needs to change 
for American Jewry to flourish. Marrying Out is a must read for Jewish men and all the women who 
love them. “An important analysis of this thorny issue . . . filled with vivid vignettes about intermarried 
couples.” —Jewish Book World

#UsToo

#UsToo: How Jewish, Muslim, and Christian Women Changed Our Communities examines the relation-
ship between sexual harassment, gender, and multiple religions, highlighting the voices of women of 
different faiths who found their voices and used them for the betterment of their communities. Through 
personal interviews and other research, this book explores the actions of American Jewish, Muslim, 
and Christian women who broke the silence about sexual misconduct and abuse of power by male 
co-religionists. Using a three-dimensional, ethnoreligious approach that examines gender, ethnicity, 
and religion, it addresses the relationship between religion and women’s experiences and examines 
both historical contexts and present-day experiences of sexual misconduct within faith communities. 



This book will be of key interest to students within Gender Studies, History, Religion, and Sociology, 
clergy and lay religious leaders, and human rights advocates.

Jewish Girls Coming of Age in America, 1860-1920

Jewish Girls Coming of Age in America, 1860—1920 draws on a wealth of archival material, much 
of which has never been published—or even read—to illuminate the ways in which Jewish girls’ 
adolescent experiences reflected larger issues relating to gender, ethnicity, religion, and education. 
Klapper explores the dual roles girls played as agents of acculturation and guardians of tradition. Their 
search for an identity as American girls that would not require the abandonment of Jewish tradition and 
culture mirrored the struggle of their families and communities for integration into American society. 
While focusing on their lives as girls, not the adults they would later become, Klapper draws on the 
papers of such figures as Henrietta Szold, founder of Hadassah; Edna Ferber, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author of Showboat; and Marie Syrkin, literary critic and Zionist. Klapper also analyzes the diaries, 
memoirs, and letters of hundreds of other girls whose later lives and experiences have been lost to 
history. Told in an engaging style and filled with colorful quotes, the book brings to life a neglected 
group of fascinating historical figures during a pivotal moment in the development of gender roles, 
adolescence, and the modern American Jewish community.

Double Or Nothing?

A lively and accessible look at Jewish intermarriage and its familial and cultural effects.

Gender and Assimilation in Modern Jewish History

Paula Hyman broadens and revises earlier analyses of Jewish assimilation, which depicted “the Jews” 
as though they were all men, by focusing on women and the domestic as well as the public realms. 
Surveying Jewish accommodations to new conditions in Europe and the United States in the years 
between 1850 and 1950, she retrieves the experience of women as reflected in their writings--memoirs, 
newspaper and journal articles, and texts of speeches--and finds that Jewish women’s patterns of 
assimilation differed from men’s and that an examination of those differences exposes the tensions 
inherent in the project of Jewish assimilation. Patterns of assimilation varied not only between men 
and women but also according to geographical locale and social class. Germany, France, England, 
and the United States offered some degree of civic equality to their Jewish populations, and by the 
last third of the nineteenth century, their relatively small Jewish communities were generally defined 
by their middle-class characteristics. In contrast, the eastern European nations contained relatively 
large and overwhelmingly non-middle-class Jewish population. Hyman considers how these differences 
between East and West influenced gender norms, which in turn shaped Jewish women’s responses to 
the changing conditions of the modern world, and how they merged in the large communities of eastern 
European Jewish immigrants in the United States. The book concludes with an exploration of the sexual 
politics of Jewish identity. Hyman argues that the frustration of Jewish men at their “feminization” in 
societies in which they had achieved political equality and economic success was manifested in their 
criticism of, and distancing from, Jewish women. The book integrates a wide range of primary and 
secondary sources to incorporate Jewish women’s history into one of the salient themes in modern 
Jewish history, that of assimilation. The book is addressed to a wide audience: those with an interest 
in modern Jewish history, in women’s history, and in ethnic studies and all who are concerned with the 
experience and identity of Jews in the modern world.



Women, Men, and Ethnicity

This collection of essays works around the topic of ethnicity, exploring how it helps a group of people 
sustain a sense of purpose and identity. Jews, not having been exposed as blacks were to enslavement, 
had more self-confidence in the moral force and cultural authority of their tradition. But as with Africans, 
the secular culture of modern Europe and America denigrated their religion and the peasant culture 
through which it had been conveyed. To maintain the moral force of the religious traditions in the 
modern world required the fabrication of a new culture, both religious and secular. This book is divided 
into two sections: 'Ideology and Method in American Jewish History, ' and 'Men and Women and the 
Making of an Ethnic Community, ' which dwells upon the evolutions of cultural institutions such as sex 
roles, marriage, B'nai B'rith, the Ku Klux Klan and advertising. The author has focused his research 
on individual families and on changes and participation in secular institutions. Co-published with the 
American Jewish Archive

Jewish on Their Own Terms

Over half of all American Jewish children are being raised by intermarried parents. This demographic 
group will have a tremendous impact on American Judaism as it is lived and practiced in the coming 
decades. To date, however, in both academic studies about Judaism and in the popular imagination, 
such children and their parents remain marginal. Jennifer A. Thompson takes a different approach. In 
Jewish on Their Own Terms, she tells the stories of intermarried couples, the rabbis and other Jewish 
educators who work with them, and the conflicting public conversations about intermarriage among 
American Jews. Thompson notes that in the dominant Jewish cultural narrative, intermarriage sym-
bolizes individualism and assimilation. Talking about intermarriage allows American Jews to discuss 
their anxieties about remaining distinctively Jewish despite their success in assimilating into American 
culture. In contrast, Thompson uses ethnography to describe the compelling concerns of all of these 
parties and places their anxieties firmly within the context of American religious culture and morality. 
She explains how American and traditional Jewish gender roles converge to put non-Jewish women 
in charge of raising Jewish children. Interfaith couples are like other Americans in often harboring 
contradictory notions of individual autonomy, universal religious truths, and obligations to family and 
history. Focusing on the lived experiences of these families, Jewish on Their Own Terms provides a 
complex and insightful portrait of intermarried couples and the new forms of American Judaism that 
they are constructing.

Gender and American Jews

A much-anticipated sociological analysis of gender components in contemporary American Jewish life 
based on the most recent population data

Mixed Blood

Draws together a far-ranging set of experiences, all of which bear on the phenomenon of intermarriage. 
Through his introduction of cultural themes of acceptance, the author broadens the reader's scope of 
reference in comprehending the forces driving intermarriage.

A Time for Healing

Volume V: A Time for Healing. A Time for Healing chronicles a time of rapid economic and social 
progress. Yet this phenomenal success, explains Edward S. Shapiro, came at a cost. Shapiro takes 
seriously the potential threat to Jewish culture posed by assimilation and intermarriage—asking if the 
Jewish people, having already endured so much, will survive America's freedom and affluence as well.

The American Jewish Woman

Contains primary source material.

American Jewish Year Book 2012

The 2012 American Jewish Year Book, “The Annual Record of American Jewish Civilization,” contains 
major chapters on Jewish secularism (Barry Kosmin and Ariela Keysar), Canadian Jewry (Morton 
Weinfeld, David Koffman, and Randal Schnoor), national affairs (Ethan Felson), Jewish communal 
affairs (Lawrence Grossman), Jewish population in the United States (Ira Sheskin and Arnold Dashef-



sky), and World Jewish population (Sergio DellaPergola). These chapters provide insight into major 
trends in the North American and world Jewish community. The volume also acts as a resource for 
the American Jewish community and for academics studying that community by supplying obituaries 
and lists of Jewish Federations, Jewish Community Centers, national Jewish organizations, Jewish 
overnight camps, Jewish museums, Holocaust museums, local and national Jewish periodicals, Jewish 
honorees, major recent events in the American Jewish community, and academic journals, articles, 
websites, and books. The volume should prove useful to social scientists and historians of the American 
Jewish community, Jewish communal workers, the press, and others interested in American and 
Canadian Jews.�

American Jewish Year Book 2014

This book, in its 114th year, provides insight into major trends in the North American Jewish com-
munities, examining the recently completed Pew Report (A Portrait of Jewish American), gender in 
American Jewish life, national and Jewish communal affairs and the US and world Jewish population. 
It also acts as an important resource with lists of Jewish Institutions, Jewish periodicals and academic 
resources as well as Jewish honorees, obituaries and major recent events. It should prove useful to 
social scientists and historians of the American Jewish community, Jewish communal workers and the 
press, among others.

Speaking of Jews

Lila Corwin Berman asks why, over the course of the twentieth century, American Jews became 
increasingly fascinated, even obsessed, with explaining themselves to their non-Jewish neighbors. 
What she discovers is that language itself became a crucial tool for Jewish group survival and 
integration into American life. Berman investigates a wide range of sources—radio and television 
broadcasts, bestselling books, sociological studies, debates about Jewish marriage and intermarriage, 
Jewish missionary work, and more—to reveal how rabbis, intellectuals, and others created a seemingly 
endless array of explanations about why Jews were indispensable to American life. Even as the content 
of these explanations developed and shifted over time, the very project of self-explanation would 
become a core element of Jewishness in the twentieth century.

Jewish Intermarriage Around the World

Most research on intermarriage between Jews and non-Jews focuses on the United States. This 
volume takes a path-breaking approach, examining countries with smaller Jewish populations so as to 
better understand countries with larger Jewish populations. It focuses on intermarriage in Great Britain, 
France, Scandinavia, the Soviet Union, Mexico, Venezuela, Canada, South Africa, Australia, Argentina 
and Curacao, then applies the findings to the United States.In earlier centuries such a volume might 
have yielded much diff erent conclusions. Then Jews lived in more countries, intermarriage was not 
as prevalent, and social science had little to contribute. Before World War II, the Jewish population 
was dispersed much diff erently, and it continues to shift around the world because of both push and 
pull factors. Like demography, intermarriage is a dynamic process. What is true today was probably 
not true in the past, nor will it be true tomorrow.The contributors to this volume locate new forms 
of Jewish family life—single parents, gay/lesbian parents, adults without children, and couples with 
multiple backgrounds. These multiple family forms raise a new question—what is a Jewish family—as 
well as a variety of related issues. Do women and men have diff erent roles in intermarriage? Does 
a family need two people to raise children? Should there be patrilineal descent? Where do adoption, 
single parenting, lesbian and gay identities, and more, fit into the picture? Broadly, what role does the 
family play in transmitting a group's culture from generation to generation? This volume presents a 
portrait of Jewish demography in the twenty-first century, brilliantly interweaving global processes with 
significant local variations.

American Jewish Year Book 2016

The American Jewish Year Book, now in its 116th year, is the annual record of the North American 
Jewish communities and provides insight into their major trends. Part I presents a forum on the Pew 
Survey, “A Portrait of American Orthodox Jews.” Part II begins with Chapter 13, "The Jewish Family." 
Chapter 14 examines “American Jews and the International Arena (April 1, 2015 – April 15, 2016), 
which focuses on US–Israel Relations. Chapters 15-17 analyze the demography and geography of the 
US, Canadian, and world Jewish populations. In Part III, Chapter 18 provides lists of Jewish institutions, 



including federations, community centers, social service agencies, national organizations, synagogues, 
Hillels, day schools, camps, museums, and Israeli consulates. In the final chapters, Chapter 19 presents 
national and local Jewish periodicals and broadcast media; Chapter 20 provides academic resources, 
including Jewish Studies programs, books, articles, websites, and research libraries; and Chapter 21 
presents lists of major events in the past year, Jewish honorees, and obituaries. An invaluable record of 
Jewish life, the American Jewish Year Book illuminates contemporary issues with insight and breadth. 
It is a window into a complex and ever-changing world. Deborah Dash Moore, Frederick G. L. Huetwell 
Professor of History and Judaic Studies, and Director Emerita of the Frankel Center for Judaic Studies, 
University of Michigan A century from now and more, the stately volumes of the American Jewish Year 
Book will stand as the authoritative record of Jewish life since 1900. For anyone interested in tracing 
the long-term evolution of Jewish social, political, religious, and cultural trends from an objective yet 
passionately Jewish perspective, there simply is no substitute. Lawrence Grossman, American Jewish 
Year Book Editor (1999-2008) and Contributor (1988-2015)

Coming of Age in Jewish America

The Jewish practice of bar mitzvah dates back to the twelfth century, but this ancient cultural ritual 
has changed radically since then, evolving with the times and adapting to local conditions. For many 
Jewish-American families, a child’s bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah is both a major social event and a 
symbolic means of asserting the family’s ongoing connection to the core values of Judaism. Coming 
of Age in Jewish America takes an inside look at bar and bat mitzvahs in the twenty-first century, 
examining how the practices have continued to morph and exploring how they serve as a sometimes 
shaky bridge between the values of contemporary American culture and Judaic tradition. Interviewing 
over 200 individuals involved in bar and bat mitzvah ceremonies, from family members to religious 
educators to rabbis, Patricia Keer Munro presents a candid portrait of the conflicts that often emerge 
and the negotiations that ensue. In the course of her study, she charts how this ritual is rife with 
contradictions; it is a private family event and a public community activity, and for the child, it is both an 
educational process and a high-stakes performance. Through detailed observations of Conservative, 
Orthodox, Reform, and independent congregations in the San Francisco Bay Area, Munro draws 
intriguing, broad-reaching conclusions about both the current state and likely future of American 
Judaism. In the process, she shows not only how American Jews have forged a unique set of bar 
and bat mitzvah practices, but also how these rituals continue to shape a distinctive Jewish-American 
identity.

A-Z of Intermarriage

Most Jewish communities continue to cite intermarriage as the most serious threat to Jewish continuity. 
Contrary to the view that intermarriage is a crisis for Judaism, The A-Z of Intermarriage reveals that 
intermarriage can be a force for good in the lives of Jewish families and communities. Written by Rabbi 
Denise Handlarski, an intermarried rabbi, The A-Z of Intermarriage is part story, part strategy, and 
all heart, as well as a coming together of religious source material, cultural context, and personal 
narrative. Fun to read and full of helpful and practical tips and tools for couples and families, this book 
is the perfect "how-to" manual for living a happy and balanced intermarried life. This book is for people 
who: - Are intermarried, open to intermarriage, or considering intermarriage - Have family members 
or friends who are intermarried or entering into an interfaith/intercultural relationship - Are seeking 
models, guidance, and tips about creating a happy relationship and family - Are interested in points of 
view about intermarriage and/or Judaism they have never heard or considered - Love "how-to" books 
- Want to know more about Jewish approaches to life, learning, and love

American Woman, Italian Style

With writings that span more than thirty-five years, American Woman, Italian Style is a rich collection 
of essays that fleshes out the realities of today's Italian American women and explores the myriad 
ways they continue to add to the American experience. The status of modern Italian-American women 
in the United States isnoteworthy: their quiet and continued growth into respected positions in the 
professional worlds of law and medicine surpasses the success achieved in that of the general 
population-so too does their educational attainment and income.Contributions include Donna Gabaccia 
on the oral-to-written history of cookbooks, Carol Helstosky on the Tradition of Invention, an interview 
with Sandra Gilbert, Paul Levitt's look at Lucy Mancini as a metaphor for the modern world, William 
Egelman's survey of women's work patterns, and Edvige Giunta on the importance of a selfconscious 



understanding of memory. There are explorations of Jewish-Italian intermarriages and interpretations of 
entrepreneurship in Milwaukee. Readers will find challenges to common assumptions and stereotypes, 
departures from normal samplings, and springboards to further research.American Woman, Italian 
Style: Italian Americana's Best Writings on Women offers unique insights into issues of gender and 
ethnicity and is a voice for the less heard and less seen side of the Italian-American experience 
from immigrant times to the present. Instead of seeking consensus or ideological orthodoxy, this 
collectionbrings together writers with a wide range of backgrounds, outlooks, ideas, and experiences. 
It is an impressive postmodern collection for interdisciplinary studies: a book and a look about being 
and becoming an American.

The Jewish Family and Jewish Continuity

The Jewish family in America is by and large a reflection of the general American family. With the 
rise of divorce and the increasing preference for alternative life styles, the traditional Jewish family, 
like its American counterpart, is under increasing challenge. When the effects of intermarriage and 
a lower-than-average birth rate are added in, the continuity of the Jewish family and Jewish life is 
under even greater threat. The essays in this volume, by distinguished scholars and social-policy 
theorists, assess the situation and prescribe policy measures to minimize the adverse affects of these 
trends when necessary or possible. Among the questions addressed are adoption, divorce, abortion, 
feminism, and pornography. It is the hope of the editors and contributors alike that their work will not 
only aid in preserving the American Jewish family, but will have wider resonance as well.

American Jewish Year Book 2018

The American Jewish Year Book, now in its 118th year, is the annual record of the North American 
Jewish communities and provides insight into their major trends. The first two chapters of Part I 
include a special forum on "Contemporary American Jewry: Grounds for Optimism or Pessimism?" 
with assessments from more than 20 experts in the field. The third chapter examines antisemitism in 
Contemporary America. Chapters on “The Domestic Arena” and “The International Arena” analyze the 
year’s events as they affect American Jewish communal and political affairs. Three chapters analyze 
the demography and geography of the US, Canada, and world Jewish populations. Part II provides 
lists of Jewish institutions, including federations, community centers, social service agencies, national 
organizations, synagogues, Hillels, day schools, camps, museums, and Israeli consulates. The final 
chapters present national and local Jewish periodicals and broadcast media; academic resources, 
including Jewish Studies programs, books, journals, articles, websites, and research libraries; and lists 
of major events in the past year, Jewish honorees, and obituaries. Today, as it has for over a century, 
the American Jewish Year Book remains the single most useful source of information and analysis on 
Jewish demography, social and political trends, culture, and religion. For anyone interested in Jewish 
life, it is simply indispensable. David Harris, CEO, American Jewish Committee (AJC), Edward and 
Sandra Meyer Office of the CEO The American Jewish Year Book stands as an unparalleled resource 
for scholars, policy makers, Jewish community professionals and thought leaders. This authoritative 
and comprehensive compendium of facts and figures, trends and key issues, observations and essays, 
is the essential guide to contemporary American Jewish life in all its dynamic multi-dimensionality. 
Christine Hayes, President, Association for Jewish Studies (AJS)and Robert F. and Patricia R. Weis 
Professor of Religious Studies in Classical Judaica at Yale University

America's Jewish Women: A History from Colonial Times to Today

A groundbreaking history of how Jewish women maintained their identity and influenced social activism 
as they wrote themselves into American history. What does it mean to be a Jewish woman in America? 
In a gripping historical narrative, Pamela S. Nadell weaves together the stories of a diverse group 
of extraordinary people—from the colonial-era matriarch Grace Nathan and her great-granddaughter, 
poet Emma Lazarus, to labor organizer Bessie Hillman and the great justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, to 
scores of other activists, workers, wives, and mothers who helped carve out a Jewish American identity. 
The twin threads binding these women together, she argues, are a strong sense of self and a resolute 
commitment to making the world a better place. Nadell recounts how Jewish women have been at 
the forefront of causes for centuries, fighting for suffrage, trade unions, civil rights, and feminism, and 
hoisting banners for Jewish rights around the world. Informed by shared values of America’s founding 
and Jewish identity, these women’s lives have left deep footprints in the history of the nation they call 
home.

Embracing The Stranger



Ellen McClain is an observant, intermarried Jewish woman who rejects the popular myth that intermar-
riage will lead to the death of American Jewry. she Encourages the Jewish community to reach out to 
intermarried families and include them in community activities.

JewAsian

"In 2010 approximately 15 percent of all new marriages in the United States were between spouses 
of different racial, ethnic, or religious backgrounds, raising increasingly relevant questions regarding 
the multicultural identities of new spouses and their offspring. But while new census categories and 
a growing body of statistics provide data, they tell us little about the inner workings of day-to-day life 
for such couples and their children. JewAsian is a qualitative examination of the intersection of race, 
religion, and ethnicity in the increasing number of households that are Jewish American and Asian 
American. Helen Kiyong Kim and Noah Samuel Leavitt's book explores the larger social dimensions of 
intermarriages to explain how these particular unions reflect not only the identity of married individuals 
but also the communities to which they belong. Using in-depth interviews with couples and the children 
of Jewish American and Asian American marriages, Kim and Leavitt's research sheds much-needed 
light on the everyday lives of these partnerships and how their children negotiate their own identities 
in the twenty-first century"--

The Vanishing American Jew

In this urgent book, Alan M. Dershowitz shows why American Jews are in danger of disappearing - and 
what must be done now to create a renewed sense of Jewish identity for the next century. In previous 
times, the threats to Jewish survival were external - the virulent consequences of anti-Semitism. Now, 
however, in late-twentieth-century America, the danger has shifted. Jews today are more secure, more 
accepted, more assimilated, and more successful than ever before. They've dived into the melting pot - 
and they've achieved the American Dream. And that, according to Dershowitz, is precisely the problem. 
More than 50 percent of Jews will marry non-Jews, and their children will most often be raised as 
non-Jews. Which means, in the view of Dershowitz, that American Jews will vanish as a distinct cultural 
group sometime in the next century - unless they act now. Speaking to concerned Jews everywhere, 
Dershowitz calls for a new Jewish identity that focuses on the positive - the 3,500-year-old legacy of 
Jewish culture, values, and traditions. Dershowitz shows how this new Jewish identity can compete in 
America's open environment of opportunity and choice - and offers concrete proposals on how to instill 
it in the younger generation.

A Revolution in Type

"A fascinating glimpse into the vital, complex, and often unexpected ways that issues of women and 
gender shaped the development of the American Yiddish press"--

Beyond the Synagogue Gallery

Beyond the Synagogue Gallery recounts the emergence of new roles for American Jewish women in 
public worship and synagogue life. Karla Goldman's study of changing patterns of female religiosity is a 
story of acculturation, of adjustments made to fit Jewish worship into American society. Goldman focus-
es on the nineteenth century. This was an era in which immigrant communities strove for middle-class 
respectability for themselves and their religion, even while fearing a loss of traditions and identity. 
For acculturating Jews some practices, like the ritual bath, quickly disappeared. Women's traditional 
segregation from the service in screened women's galleries was gradually replaced by family pews 
and mixed choirs. By the end of the century, with the rising tide of Jewish immigration from Russia and 
Eastern Europe, the spread of women's social and religious activism within a network of organizations 
brought collective strength to the nation's established Jewish community. Throughout these changing 
times, though, Goldman notes persistent ambiguous feelings about the appropriate place of women in 
Judaism, even among reformers. This account of the evolving religious identities of American Jewish 
women expands our understanding of women's religious roles and of the Americanization of Judaism 
in the nineteenth century; it makes an essential contribution to the history of religion in America.

Jewish Women in Therapy

Here is the first volume ever to focus on the issues of Jewish women in the context of counseling 
and psychotherapy. Through poignant reflection and observation, the authors convey the richness and 



variety of Jewish women’s experiences and the Jewishness and femaleness of the concerns, issues, 
values, and attitudes that Jewish women--both clients and therapists--bring into the therapy room. 
Jewish Women in Therapy is a landmark book in many ways. It calls attention to the historical and 
political realities of the Jewish heritage and acknowledges the oppression of both Jews and women 
that therapists have typically ignored. And although Jewish women have participated in the therapeutic 
process, as clients, scholars, and therapists, seldom have they chosen to write about it. Never before 
have the writings of so many distinguished leaders in the field, including Melanie Kaye/Kantrowitz, 
Evelyn Torton Beck, and Susannah Heschel, been compiled. They examine the damaging stereotypes 
of Jewish women--the Jewish American Princess and the Jewish Mother--that flourish today. Chapters 
also address the conflicts that many women feel about being Jewish and being female, celebrate the 
contributions of Jewish women to feminism and to therapy, examine the deliberate omission of women 
from the political process and the religious ritual, and convey the complexities of the oppression that 
are still blatantly directed at both Jews and females.

Sustaining Faith Traditions

Over fifty years ago, Will Herberg theorized that future immigrants to the United States would no 
longer identify themselves through their races or ethnicities, or through the languages and cultures 
of their home countries. Rather, modern immigrants would base their identities on their religions. The 
landscape of U.S. immigration has changed dramatically since Herberg first published his theory. Most 
of today’s immigrants are Asian or Latino, and are thus unable to shed their racial and ethnic identities 
as rapidly as the Europeans about whom Herberg wrote. And rather than a flexible, labor-based 
economy hungry for more workers, today’s immigrants find themselves in a post-industrial segmented 
economy that allows little in the way of class mobility. In this comprehensive anthology contributors draw 
on ethnography and in-depth interviews to examine the experiences of the new second generation: 
the children of Asian and Latino immigrants. Covering a diversity of second-generation religious 
communities including Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, and Jews, the contributors highlight the 
ways in which race, ethnicity, and religion intersect for new Americans. As the new second generation 
of Latinos and Asian Americans comes of age, they will not only shape American race relations, but 
also the face of American religion.

Love, Marriage, and Jewish Families

The concepts of gender, love, and family - as well as the personal choices regarding gender-role 
construction, sexual and romantic liaisons, and family formation - have become more fluid under 
a society-wide softening of boundaries, hierarchies, and protocols. Sylvia Barack Fishman gathers 
the work of social historians and legal scholars who study transformations in the intimate realms of 
partnering and family construction among Jews. Following a substantive introduction, the volume casts 
a broad net. Chapters explore the current situation in both the United States and Israel, attending to 
what once were considered unconventional household arrangements - including extended singlehood, 
cohabitating couples, single Jewish mothers, and GLBTQ families - along with the legal ramifications 
and religious backlash. Together, these essays demonstrate how changes in the understanding of male 
and female roles and expectations over the past few decades have contributed to a social revolution 
with profound - and paradoxical - effects on partnering, marriage, and family formation. This diverse 
anthology - with chapters focusing on demography, ethnography, and legal texts - will interest scholars 
and students in Jewish studies, women's and gender studies, Israel studies, and American Jewish 
history, sociology, and culture.

The Oxford Handbook of the Jewish Diaspora

"The reality of diaspora has shaped Jewish history, its demography, its economic relationships, and the 
politics which that impacted the lives of Jews with each other and with the non-Jews among whom they 
lived. Jews have moved around the globe since the beginning of their history, maintaining relationships 
with their former Jewish neighbors, who had chosen other destinations and at the same time forging 
relationships in their new homes with Jews from widely different places of origin"--

Gentile New York

The very question of “what do Jews think about the goyim” has fascinated Jews and Gentiles, 
anti-Semites and philo-Semites alike. Much has been written about immigrant Jews in nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century New York City, but Gil Ribak’s critical look at the origins of Jewish liberalism in America 



provides a more complicated and nuanced picture of the Americanization process. Gentile New York 
examines these newcomers’ evolving feelings toward non-Jews through four critical decades in the 
American Jewish experience. Ribak considers how they perceived Gentiles in general as well as such 
different groups as “Yankees” (a common term for WASPs in many Yiddish sources), Germans, Irish, 
Italians, Poles, and African Americans. As they discovered the complexity of America’s racial relations, 
the immigrants found themselves at odds with “white” American values or behavior and were drawn 
instead into cooperative relationships with other minorities. Sparked with many previously unknown 
anecdotes, quotations, and events, Ribak’s research relies on an impressive number of memoirs, 
autobiographies, novels, newspapers, and journals culled from both sides of the Atlantic.

Jewish on Their Own Terms

Over half of all American Jewish children are being raised by intermarried parents. This demographic 
group will have a tremendous impact on American Judaism as it is lived and practiced in the coming 
decades. To date, however, in both academic studies about Judaism and in the popular imagination, 
such children and their parents remain marginal. Jennifer A. Thompson takes a different approach. In 
Jewish on Their Own Terms, she tells the stories of intermarried couples, the rabbis and other Jewish 
educators who work with them, and the conflicting public conversations about intermarriage among 
American Jews. Thompson notes that in the dominant Jewish cultural narrative, intermarriage sym-
bolizes individualism and assimilation. Talking about intermarriage allows American Jews to discuss 
their anxieties about remaining distinctively Jewish despite their success in assimilating into American 
culture. In contrast, Thompson uses ethnography to describe the compelling concerns of all of these 
parties and places their anxieties firmly within the context of American religious culture and morality. 
She explains how American and traditional Jewish gender roles converge to put non-Jewish women 
in charge of raising Jewish children. Interfaith couples are like other Americans in often harboring 
contradictory notions of individual autonomy, universal religious truths, and obligations to family and 
history. Focusing on the lived experiences of these families, Jewish on Their Own Terms provides a 
complex and insightful portrait of intermarried couples and the new forms of American Judaism that 
they are constructing.

On Middle Ground

A model of Jewish community history that will enlighten anyone interested in Baltimore and its past. 
Winner of the Southern Jewish Historical Society Book Prize by the Southern Jewish Historical Society; 
Finalist of the American Jewish Studies Book Award by the Jewish Book Council National Jewish 
Book Awards In 1938, Gustav Brunn and his family fled Nazi Germany and settled in Baltimore. 
Brunn found a job at McCormick’s Spice Company but was fired after three days when, according 
to family legend, the manager discovered he was Jewish. He started his own successful business 
using a spice mill he brought over from Germany and developed a blend especially for the seafood 
purveyors across the street. Before long, his Old Bay spice blend would grace kitchen cabinets 
in virtually every home in Maryland. The Brunns sold the business in 1986. Four years later, Old 
Bay was again sold—to McCormick. In On Middle Ground, the first truly comprehensive history of 
Baltimore’s Jewish community, Eric L. Goldstein and Deborah R. Weiner describe not only the formal 
institutions of Jewish life but also the everyday experiences of families like the Brunns and of a 
diverse Jewish population that included immigrants and natives, factory workers and department store 
owners, traditionalists and reformers. The story of Baltimore Jews—full of absorbing characters and 
marked by dramas of immigration, acculturation, and assimilation—is the story of American Jews in 
microcosm. But its contours also reflect the city’s unique culture. Goldstein and Weiner argue that 
Baltimore’s distinctive setting as both a border city and an immigrant port offered opportunities for 
advancement that made it a magnet for successive waves of Jewish settlers. The authors detail how 
the city began to attract enterprising merchants during the American Revolution, when it thrived as 
one of the few ports remaining free of British blockade. They trace Baltimore’s meteoric rise as a 
commercial center, which drew Jewish newcomers who helped the upstart town surpass Philadelphia 
as the second-largest American city. They explore the important role of Jewish entrepreneurs as 
Baltimore became a commercial gateway to the South and later developed a thriving industrial scene. 
Readers learn how, in the twentieth century, the growth of suburbia and the redevelopment of downtown 
offered scope to civic leaders, business owners, and real estate developers. From symphony benefactor 
Joseph Meyerhoff to Governor Marvin Mandel and trailblazing state senator Rosalie Abrams, Jews 
joined the ranks of Baltimore’s most influential cultural, philanthropic, and political leaders while working 
on the grassroots level to reshape a metro area confronted with the challenges of modern urban life. 



Accessibly written and enriched by more than 130 illustrations, On Middle Ground reveals that local 
Jewish life was profoundly shaped by Baltimore’s “middleness”—its hybrid identity as a meeting point 
between North and South, a major industrial center with a legacy of slavery, and a large city with a 
small-town feel.

The Polish American Encyclopedia

At least nine million Americans trace their roots to Poland, and Polish Americans have contributed 
greatly to American history and society. During the largest period of immigration to the United States, 
between 1870 and 1920, more Poles came to the United States than any other national group except 
Italians. Additional large-scale Polish migration occurred in the wake of World War II and during the 
period of Solidarity's rise to prominence. This encyclopedia features three types of entries: thematic 
essays, topical entries, and biographical profiles. The essays synthesize existing work to provide 
interpretations of, and insight into, important aspects of the Polish American experience. The topical 
entries discuss in detail specific places, events or organizations such as the Polish National Alliance, 
Polish American Saturday Schools, and the Latimer Massacre, among others. The biographical entries 
identify Polish Americans who have made significant contributions at the regional or national level either 
to the history and culture of the United States, or to the development of American Polonia.

Women and Judaism

Examination of relatinship between women & Judaism

Gender and Jewish History

""A Major Collection of Scholarship that Contains the most up-to-Date, Indeed Cutting-Edge Work on 
Gender and Jewish History by Several Generations of Top Scholars."--Atina Grossmann, the Cooper 
Union.

Jewish Women Pioneering the Frontier Trail

The image of the West looms large in the American imagination. Yet the history of American Jewry 
and particularly of American Jewish women—has been heavily weighted toward the East. Jewish 
Women Pioneering the Frontier Trail rectifies this omission as the first full book to trace the history 
and contributions of Jewish women in the American West. In many ways, the Jewish experience in the 
West was distinct. Given the still-forming social landscape, beginning with the 1848 Gold Rush, Jews 
were able to integrate more fully into local communities than they had in the East. Jewish women in 
the West took advantage of the unsettled nature of the region to “open new doors” for themselves in 
the public sphere in ways often not yet possible elsewhere in the country. Women were crucial to the 
survival of early communities, and made distinct contributions not only in shaping Jewish communal 
life but outside the Jewish community as well. Western Jewish women's level of involvement at the 
vanguard of social welfare and progressive reform, commerce, politics, and higher education and the 
professions is striking given their relatively small numbers. This engaging work—full of stories from the 
memoirs and records of Jewish pioneer women—illuminates the pivotal role these women played in 
settling America's Western frontier.

American Jewish Year Book 2022

Across three different centuries, the American Jewish Year Book has provided insight into major 
trends among Jews primarily in North America. Part I of the current volume contains two chapters: 
One is a critical assessment of the major American Jewish Population Surveys over the past fifty 
years (1970-2020). The second chapter is an assessment of the media coverage of Israel in the 
American Press. Subsequent chapters address recent domestic and international events as they 
affect the American Jewish community, and the demography and geography of the US, Canada, and 
World Jewish populations. Part II provides lists of Jewish institutions, including federations, community 
centers, social service agencies, national organizations, camps, museums, and Israeli consulates. 
The final chapters present lists of Jewish periodicals and broadcast media, Jewish Studies programs, 
books, journals, articles, websites, research libraries, and academic conferences as well as lists of 
major events in the past year, Jewish honorees, and obituaries. This volume employs an accessible 
style, making it of interest to public officials, Jewish professional and lay leaders, as well as the general 
public and academic researchers. The American Jewish Year Book is a tremendously useful resource 



for scholars, Jewish community professionals, pundits, clergy, and policy makers. For over a century, 
it has offered comprehensive insight into North American Jewish demography, sociology, and culture. 
It remains a vital source for comprehending the complexities of American and Canadian Jewish life. 
Robin Judd, Associate Professor of History and Director of the Hoffman Program for Leaders and 
Leadership in History, The Ohio State University The American Jewish Year Book is the first draft 
of history, documenting the trends and topics of interest for such an organized community. Looking 
through the 100+ volumes, we can track how discussions have changed over time, which concerns 
have returned, and how we arrived at the current point in time. It is a valuable tool for anyone interested 
in trends in American Jewish life. David Manchester, Director of the Berman Jewish DataBank and 
Director of Community Data and Research Development at The Jewish Federations of North America
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Civil War 1861 - 1865 The Complete Documentary by The History Guy 659,496 views 8 years ago 
51 minutes - The Civil War, is the central event in America's historical, consciousness. While the 
Revolution of 1776-1783 created the United ...
Jefferson Davis - The Civil War & The Confederate States of America Documentary - Jefferson Davis 
- The Civil War & The Confederate States of America Documentary by The People Profiles 208,308 
views 1 month ago 1 hour, 12 minutes - All People Profiles scripts are researched and written by 
qualified Historians. The script for this video has been checked with ...
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