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Explore the intimate world and literary genius of Tennessee Williams through this carefully curated 
collection of his selected letters. This essential volume offers unparalleled insights into the life, creative 
process, and personal reflections of one of America's most iconic 20th-century playwrights, revealing 
his thoughts on plays, friendships, and the challenges of a literary career.

Each paper contributes unique insights to the field it represents.
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The Selected Letters of Tennessee Williams: 1945-1957

Features letters written by the American playwright, revealing his childhood experiences, college years 
struggling with goals, grades, and money, and his emerging relationships.

The Selected Letters of Tennessee Williams

Tennessee Williams wrote to family, friends and fellow artists with equal measures of piety, wit, and 
astute self-knowledge. Presented with a running commentary to separate Williams' often hilarious, but 
sometimes devious, counter-reality from the truth, the letters form a kind of autobiography.

The Selected Letters of Tennessee Williams

Extending the author's correspondence from 1945 - 1957, a time of intense creativity in his life, Volume 
II of The Selected Letters of Tennessee Williams covers the production of six major plays, including 
A Streetcar Named Desire, The Rose Tattoo, Camino Real, and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. Following the 
immense success of Streetcar, Williams struggles to retain his prominence with a prodigious outpouring 
of stories, poetry and novels as well as plays. Several major film projects, especially the notorious Baby 
Doll, bring Williams and his collaborator Elia Kazan into contact with powerful agencies of censorship, 
exposing both the conservative landscape of the 1950s and Williams' own studied resistance to the 
forces of conformity.

The Selected Letters. Vol. Ii: 1946-1957

Tennesse Williams in Provincetown is the story of Tennesse Williams' four summer seasons in 
Provincetown, Massachusetts: 1940, '41, '44 and '47. During that time he wrote plays, short stories, 
and jewel-like poems. In Provincetown Williams fell in love unguardedly for perhaps the only time in 
his life. He had his heart broken there, perhaps irraparably. The man he thought might replace his 
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first lover tried to kill him there, or at least Williams thought so. Williams drank in Provincetown, he 
swam there, and he took conga lessons there. He was poor and then rich there; he was photographed 
naked and clothed there. He was unknown and then famous--and throughout it all Williams wrote 
every morning. The list of plays Williams worked on in Provincetown include The Glass Menagerie, A 
Streetcar Named Desire, Summer and Smoke, the beginnings of The Night of the Iguana and Suddenly 
Last Summer, and an abandoned autobiographical play set in Provincetown, The Parade. Tennessee 
Williams in Provincetown collects original interviews, journals, letters, photographs, accounts from 
previous biographies, newspapers from the period, and Williams' own writing to establish how the time 
Williams spent in Provincetown shaped him for the rest of his life. The book identifies major themes in 
Williams' work that derive from his experience in Provincetown, in particular the necessity of recollection 
given the short season of love. The book also connects Williams mature theatrical experiments to his 
early friendships with Jackson Pollack, Lee Krasner and the German performance artist Valeska Gert. 
Tennessee Williams in Provincetown, based on several years of extensive research and interviews, 
includes previously unpublished photographs, previously unpublished poetry, and anecdotes by those 
who were there.

The Selected Letters of Tennessee Williams: 1920-1945

Volume I of The Selected Letters of Tennessee Williams ends with the unexpected triumph of The Glass 
Menagerie. Volume II extends the correspondence from 1946 to 1957, a time of intense creativity which 
saw the production of A Streetcar Named Desire, The Rose Tattoo, Camino Real, and Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof. Following the immense success of Streetcar, Williams struggles to retain his prominence with 
a prodigious outpouring of stories, poetry, and novels as well as plays. Several major film projects, 
including the notorious Baby Doll, bring Williams and his collaborator Elia Kazan into conflict with 
powerful agencies of censorship, exposing both the conservative landscape of the 1950s and Williams' 
own studied resistance to the forces of conformity. Letters written to Kazan, Carson McCullers, Gore 
Vidal, publisher James Laughlin, and Audrey Wood, Williams' resourceful agent, continue earlier lines 
of correspondence and introduce new celebrity figures. The Broadway and Hollywood successes in the 
evolving career of America's premier dramatist vie with a string of personal losses and a deepening 
depression to make this period an emotional and artistic rollercoaster for Tennessee. Compiled by 
leading Williams scholars Albert J. Devlin, Professor of English at the University of Missouri, and Nancy 
M. Tischler, Professor Emerita of English at the Pennsylvania State University, Volume II maintains the 
exacting standard of Volume I, called by Choice: "a volume that will prove indispensable to all serious 
students of this author...meticulous annotations greatly increase the value of this gathering."



Selected Letters of Tennessee Williams

This collection of nearly three hundred letters gives us the life of Elia Kazan unfiltered, with all the 
passion, vitality, and raw honesty that made him such an important and formidable stage director 
(A Streetcar Named Desire, Death of a Salesman), film director (On the Waterfront, East of Eden), 
novelist, and memoirist. Elia Kazan’s lifelong determination to be a “sincere, conscious, practicing 
artist” resounds in these letters—fully annotated throughout—in every phase of his career: his exciting 
apprenticeship with the new and astonishing Group Theatre, as stagehand, stage manager, and actor 
(Waiting for Lefty, Golden Boy) . . . his first tentative and then successful attempts at directing for the 
theater and movies (The Skin of Our Teeth, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn) . . . his cofounding in 1947 
of the Actors Studio and his codirection of the nascent Repertory Theater of Lincoln Center . . . his 
innovative and celebrated work on Broadway (All My Sons, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, J.B.) and in Hollywood 
(Gentleman’s Agreement, Splendor in the Grass, A Face in the Crowd, Baby Doll) . . . his birth as a writer. 
Kazan directed virtually back-to-back the greatest American dramas of the era—by Arthur Miller and 
Tennessee Williams—and helped shape their future productions. Here we see how he collaborated with 
these and other writers: Clifford Odets, Thornton Wilder, John Steinbeck, and Budd Schulberg among 
them. The letters give us a unique grasp of his luminous insights on acting, directing, producing, as he 
writes to and about Marlon Brando, James Dean, Warren Beatty, Robert De Niro, Boris Aronson, and 
Sam Spiegel, among others. We see Kazan’s heated dealings with studio moguls Darryl Zanuck and 
Jack Warner, his principled resistance to film censorship, and the upheavals of his testimony before 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities. These letters record as well the inner life of the artist 
and the man. We see his startling candor in writing to his first wife, his confidante and adviser, Molly 
Day Thacher—they did not mince words with each other. And we see a father’s letters to and about 
his children. An extraordinary portrait of a complex, intense, monumentally talented man who engaged 
the political, moral, and artistic currents of the twentieth century.

Tennessee Williams in Provincetown

A collection of poetic works by the eminent playwright features substantial piece variants, poems from 
his plays, and accompanying explanatory notes, in a volume that is complemented by a CD recording 
of the author's reading of his "Blue Mountain Ballads" and other works.

The Selected Letters of Tennessee Williams

Volume III of the series includes Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1955), Orpheus Descending (1957), and 
Suddenly Last Summer (1958). The first, which won both the Pulitzer Prize and Drama Critics Award, 
has proved every bit as successful as William's earlier A Streetcar Named Desire. The other two plays, 
though different in kind, both have something of the quality of Greek tragedy in 20th-century settings, 
bringing about catharsis through ritual death.

Selected Letters, Volume Ll: 1945-1957

"I yearned for a bad influence and boy, was Tennessee one in the best sense of the word: joyous, 
alarming, sexually confusing and dangerously funny."—John Waters “I cannot write any sort of story,” 
said Tennessee [to Gore Vidal] “unless there is at least one character in it for whom I have physical 
desire.” These transgressive Tales of Desire, including “One Arm,” “Desire and the Black Masseur,” “Hard 
Candy,” and “The Killer Chicken and the Closet Queen,” show the iconic playwright at his outrageous 
best.

The Selected Letters of Elia Kazan

A play produced only twice in the 1940s and now published for the first time reveals that Tennessee 
Williams anticipated the themes of Star Trek by decades. Sixty years ago a young Tennessee Williams 
wrote a play looking toward the year 2001. Stairs to the Roof is a rare and different Williams' work: a 
love story, a comedy, an experiment in meta-theater, with a touch of early science fiction. Tennessee 
Williams called Stairs to the Roof "a prayer for the wild of heart who are kept in cages" and dedicated 
it to "all the little wage earners of the world." It reflects the would-be poet's "season in hell" during the 
Depression when he had to quit college to type orders eight hours a day at the International Shoe 
Factory in St. Louis. Stairs is Williams' revenge, expressed through his alter ego, Benjamin Murphy, the 
clerk who stages a one-man rebellion against the clock, the monotony of his eight-to-five job, and all 
the dehumanizing forces of an increasingly mechanized and commercial society. Ben's swift-moving 



series of fantastic adventures culminate in an escape from the ordinary that is an endorsement of the 
American dream. In 1941 with the world at war and civilization in danger of collapse, Williams dared 
to imagine a utopian future as Ben leads us up his stairs towards the Millennium. Stairs to the Roof 
was produced only twice, once at the Playbox in Pasadena, California, in 1945, and subsequently at 
the Pasadena Playhouse in 1947. Now, in an edition meticulously prepared by noted Williams scholar 
Allean Hale, Williams fans can share this play of youthful optimism.

The Collected Poems of Tennessee Williams

Tennessee Williams' witty, engaging, and elegant essays are now available in a revised and much 
expanded edition.

The Theatre of Tennessee Williams

A crucible of so many elements that would later shape and characterize Williams's work.--World 
Literature Today

Tales of Desire (New Directions Pearls)

"There isn't a dull or conventional page, or an unlovely sentence in the book."--Scott Eyman, The Palm 
Beach Post

Stairs to the Roof

Meticulously edited and annotated, Tennessee Williams's notebooks follow his growth as a writer from 
his undergraduate days to the publication and production of his most famous plays, from his drug 
addiction and drunkenness to the heights of his literary accomplishments.

Where I Live

Twelve previously uncollected experimental shorter plays: The Chalky White Substance • The Day on 
Which a Man Dies (An Occidental Noh Play) • A Cavalier for Milady • The Pronoun "I" • The Remarkable 
Rooming House of Mme. LeMonde • Kirche, Küche, Kinder (An Outrage for the Stage) • Green Eyes 
• The Parade • The One Exception • Sunburst • Will Mr. Merriwether Return from Memphis? • The 
Traveling Companion Even with his great commercial success, Tennessee Williams always considered 
himself an experimental playwright. In the last 25 years of his life his explorations increased—especially 
in shorter forms and one-act plays—as Williams created performance pieces with elements of theater 
of the absurd, theater of cruelty, theater of the ridiculous, as well as motifs from Japanese forms such as 
Noh and Kabuki, high camp and satire, and with innovative visual and verbal styles that were entirely 
his own. Influenced by Beckett, Genet, and Pinter, among others, Williams worked hard to expand 
the boundaries of the lyric realism he was best known for. These plays were explicitly intended to be 
performed off-off Broadway or regionally. Sometimes disturbing, sometimes outrageous, quite often the 
tone of these plays is rough, bawdy or even cartoonish. While a number of these plays employ what 
could be termed bizarre "happy endings," others gaze unblinkingly into the darkness. Though several 
of Williams' lesser-known works from this period have already been published by New Directions, these 
twelve plays have never been collected. Most of these shorter plays are unknown to audiences and 
scholars—some are published here for the first time—yet all of them embrace, in one way or another, 
what Time magazine called "the four major concerns that have spurred Williams' dramatic imagination: 
loneliness, love, the violated heart and the valiancy of survival."

Spring Storm

This definitive collection establishes Williams as a major American fiction writer of the twentieth century.

One Arm

When Tennessee Williams died in the winter of 1983 he left among his voluminous papers the texts 
of four screenplays none of which had been made into or was even being considered for a film at that 
time.

New Selected Essays



Few writers achieve success in more than one genre, and yet if Tennessee Williams had never written a 
single play he would still be known as a distinguished poet. The excitement, compassion, lyricism, and 
humor that epitomize his writing for the theater are all present in his poetry. ÿTennessee Williams's fame 
as a playwright has unjustly overshadowed his accomplishment in poetry. This paperback edition of In 
The Winter of Cities-his collected poems to 1962-permits a wider audience to know Williams the poet. 
The poems in this volume range from songs and short lyrics to personal statements of the greatest 
intensity and power. They are rich in imagery and illuminated by the psychological intuition which we 
know so well from Williams's plays.

Notebooks

The interviews selected for this volume encompass five decades of an intense literary life and range 
from the standard and well-known to the more obscure and specialized. The interviews are filled with 
revealing insights into Williams' works and career. Most of them employ the essay-interview format. 
The three dozen or so interviews in this volume have been chosen, in part, to retrace the progress of 
Williams' long career by marking important dramatic productions and documenting telling moments in 
his personal and artistic life. ISBN 0-87805-263-1 (pbk.): $14.95.

The Traveling Companion & Other Plays

SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2014 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR NONFICTION The definitive biog-
raphy of America's most impassioned and lyrical twentieth-century playwright from acclaimed theatre 
critic John Lahr 'A masterpiece about a genius' Helen Mirren 'Riveting ... masterful' Sunday Times, 
Books of the Year On 31 March 1945, at The Playhouse Theatre on Forty-Eight Street the curtain 
rose on the opening night of The Glass Menagerie. Tennessee Williams, the show's thirty-four-year-old 
playwright, sat hunched in an aisle seat, looking, according to one paper, 'like a farm boy in his 
Sunday best'. The Broadway premiere, which had been heading for disaster, closed to an astonishing 
twenty-four curtain calls and became an instant sell-out. Beloved by an American public, Tennessee 
Williams's work – blood hot and personal – pioneered, as Arthur Miller declared, 'a revolution' in 
American theatre. Tracing Williams's turbulent moral and psychological shifts, acclaimed theatre critic 
John Lahr sheds new light on the man and his work, as well as the America his plays helped to define. 
Williams created characters so large that they have become part of American folklore: Blanche, Stanley, 
Big Daddy, Brick, Amanda and Laura transcend their stories, haunting us with their fierce, flawed lives. 
Similarly, Williams himself swung high and low in his single-minded pursuit of greatness. Lahr shows 
how Williams's late-blooming homosexual rebellion, his struggle against madness, his grief-struck 
relationships with his combustible father, prim and pious mother and 'mad' sister Rose, victim to one 
of the first lobotomies in America, became central themes in his drama. Including Williams's poems, 
stories, journals and private correspondence in his discussion of the work – posthumously Williams 
has been regarded as one of the best letter writers of his day – Lahr delivers an astoundingly sensitive 
and lively reassessment of one of America's greatest dramatists. Tennessee Williams: Mad Pilgrimage 
of the Flesh is the long-awaited, definitive life and a masterpiece of the biographer's art.

Collected Stories

Long unavailable, The Selected Letters of William Carlos Williams is now reissued as a New Directions 
Paperbook. Spanning fifty-four years, this collection record the creative growth of one of the twentieth 
century's most influential and versatile writers.

The Glass Menagerie

This unique edition presents the complete span of Thomas' short stories, from his urgent hallucinatory 
visions of the dark forces beneath the surface of Welsh life to the inimitable comedy of his later 
autobiographical writings. With PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG DOG and ADVENTURES 
IN THE SKIN TRADE, Thomas found a new voice for his irreverent memories of lust and bravado in 
south-west Wales and London, leading to a sequence of classic evocations of childhood magic and 
the follies of adult life. The definitive collection of Dylan Thomas' short stories, showing just why he is 
considered one of the 20th century's finest writers. Also featuring a bold new livery in celebration of 
the Dylan Thomas centenary.

Stopped Rocking and Other Screenplays



Selected letters depict the development of the friendship between Williams and Laughlin, a young 
publisher

In the Winter of Cities

Now in paperback--the riveting, revelatory, and sole authorized account of the critical first decades of 
Tennessee Williams' life. "A huge accomplishment. Lyle Leverich's "Tom" is thorough and passionate, 
an astonishing tale".--John Lahr, "The New Yorker". Photos.

Conversations with Tennessee Williams

Two of Tennessee Williams's most revered dramas in a single paperback edition for the first time.

Tennessee Williams

The greatest playwright of the American South, Tennessee Williams used his talent throughout his life 
to create brief plays exploring many of the themes that dominated his best-known works. Here, thirteen 
never-before-published one-act dramas reveal some of his most poignant and hilarious characters. 
From the indefatigable, witty and tough drag queens of And Tell Sad Stories of the Death of Queens to 
the disheartened poet Mister Paradise, and the extravagant mistress in The Pink Bedroom, these are 
tales of isolated figures struggling against a cruel world, who refuse to lose sight of their dreams.

Baby Doll & Tiger Tail

Tennessee Williams and Europe: Intercultural Encounters, Transatlantic Exchanges documents the 
bi-directional exchange of ideas and images between Williams and post-war Europe that have altered 
the artistic landscapes of both continents. Fifteen Williams scholars from around the world examine this 
artistic symbiosis and explore avenues of research mostly uncharted in Williams scholarship to date, 
including our understanding of the early Williams and the uses he made of various European sources 
in his theatre; the late Williams and the promise European theatre afforded him with his experimental 
plays; and the posthumous Williams and his influence on late twentieth- and early twenty-first-century 
European theatre and cinema. To some extent both a product of and a muse for Europe over the last half 
century, Williams is well positioned to become America’s most famous playwright on the international 
stage. This book hopes to mark the beginnings of Williams’ rich critical tradition within that global 
context.

The Selected Letters of William Carlos Williams

Menagerie was Williams's first popular success and launched the brilliant, if somewhat controversial, 
career of our pre-eminent lyric playwright. Since its premiere in Chicago in 1944, with the legendary 
Laurette Taylor in the role of Amanda, the play has been the bravura piece for great actresses from 
Jessica Tandy to Joanne Woodward, and is studied and performed in classrooms and theatres around 
the world. The Glass Menagerie (in the reading text the author preferred) is now available only in its New 
Directions Paperbook edition. A new introduction by prominent Williams scholar Robert Bray, editor of 
The Tennessee Williams Annual Review, reappraises the play more than half a century after it won the 
New York Drama Critics Circle Award: "More than fifty years after telling his story of a family whose lives 
form a triangle of quiet desperation, Williams's mellifluous voice still resonates deeply and universally." 
This edition of The Glass Menagerie also includes Williams's essay on the impact of sudden fame 
on a struggling writer, "The Catastrophe of Success," as well as a short section of Williams's own 
"Production Notes." The cover features the classic line drawing by Alvin Lustig, originally done for the 
1949 New Directions edition.

Collected Stories

A classic play by Tennessee Williams in a definitive, author-approved edition.

William Carlos Williams and James Laughlin

This is a collection of thirteen original essays from a team of leading scholars in the field. In this 
wide-ranging volume, the contributors cover a healthy sampling of Williams's works, from the early 
apprenticeship years in the 1930s through to his last play before his death in 1983, Something Cloudy, 
Something Clear. In addition to essays on such major plays as The Glass Menagerie, A Streetcar 



Named Desire, and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, among others, the contributors also consider selected 
minor plays, short stories, poems, and biographical concerns. The Companion also features a chapter 
on selected key productions as well as a bibliographic essay surveying the major critical statements 
on Williams.

Tom

Orpheus Descending
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