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Lunatics And Luck
#lunatics #luck #madness #fortune #fate 

Dive into the intriguing world where lunatics and luck collide, exploring the bizarre and often surprising 
ways madness can intersect with fortune. This unique perspective examines how fate plays a role in 
the lives of the unconventional, revealing stories where unexpected circumstances lead to remarkable 
outcomes.
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Lunatics and Luck

Join the wonderfully weird Otherhand family and their faithful guardian, Edgar the raven, and discover 
the dark secrets of Castle Otherhand. Solstice and Cudweed are appalled to find their father has 
appointed a new school master. But things get even worse when the grumpy, viciously mean teacher 
actually arrives. The Otherhand children are sure there's something more to him than meets the eye 
- the trouble is, who will believe them? No one it seems. Except, perhaps, Edgar. Winner of the 2011 
Blue Peter Book Award for Most Fun Story With Pictures, LUNATICS AND LUCK is the third story 
in this hilarious six book mystery series (with a touch of goth-froth) for 9 year olds from bestselling 
author, Marcus Sedgwick with quirky black and white line illustrations from new talent, Pete Williamson. 
Dedicated website on Raven Mysteries: www.ravenmysteries.co.uk

Lunatics and Luck

Gasp! A horrible, hairy, howling new school teacher arrives at Castle Otherhand and Solstice and 
Cudweed are at his mercy in the third of Marcus Sedgwick's quirky mysteries, winner of the Blue Peter 
Most Fun Story With Pictures Award 2011.

Lunatics and Luck (Raven Mys 3)*Scholastic*

Continuing Jack's quest to find his father, Jack, Kerry and Corrie have passed through the gate into the 
peaceful summerland of Uaine. Hoping for a period of respite after all their adventures, they quickly 
discover that all is not well. The power-hungry spellbinder, Bodrun, has stolen the Copperplates - 
protective magical talismans - and released the terrifying Nightshades into the world. These creatures 
stalk the night, searching for a way to break through to other worlds and wreak havoc. They will do 
anything to get their claws into the heartstone. With The Book of Ways to guide them, Jack and his 
friends must travel deep into Bodrun's lair, facing gargoyles, giant spiders, walls of fire, shrieking 
all-consuming Nightshades, before a final confrontation with the evil spellbinder himself. And as Jack 
finds himself in the midst of this nightmare, he is forced to face up to what really happened to his father 
so long ago.

Jack Flint and the Dark Ways
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London's forgotten scandals, secrets and personalities from the twentieth century, told by the writer of 
the popular blog Another Nickel in the Machine.

Beautiful Idiots and Brilliant Lunatics

Join the wonderfully weird Otherhand family and their faithful guardian, Edgar the raven, and discover 
the dark secrets of Castle Otherhand. The rumblings and wailings from the Lost South Wing can no 
longer be ignored, as one by one, members of the castle are being found frozen, 'scared to death'. 
With mother, Minty, obsessing over her latest fad - sewing - and father, Valevine, busy experimenting 
with a machine to discover the Lost Otherhand treasure, it's up to aspiring ghost-hunters Solstice 
and Cudweed to solve the mystery. But as usual, things don't go quite as planned... It's just as well 
Edgar is there to save the day! Second in a brand new six book series of tales of mystery (with 
a touch of goth-froth) for 9 year olds from bestselling author, Marcus Sedgwick. With quirky black 
and white line illustrations from new talent, Pete Williamson. Dedicated website on Raven Mysteries: 
www.ravenmysteries.co.uk

Ghosts and Gadgets

Meet the wonderfully weird Otherhand family and their faithful guardian, Edgar the raven, and discover 
the dark secrets of Castle Otherhand. Edgar is alarmed when he sees a nasty looking black tail slinking 
under the castle walls. But his warnings to the inhabitants of the castle go unheeded: Lord Valevine 
Otherhand is too busy trying to invent the unthinkable and discover the unknowable; his wife, Minty, 
is too absorbed in her latest obsession - baking; and ten-year-old Cudweed is running riot with his 
infernal pet monkey. Only Solstice, the black-haired, poetry-writing Otherhand daughter, seems to pay 
any attention. As the lower storeys of the castle begin mysteriously to flood, and kitchen maids continue 
to go missing, the family come ever closer to the owner of the black tail... Dedicated website on Raven 
Mysteries: www.ravenmysteries.co.uk

Flood and Fang

Prize-winning author Marcus Sedgwick explores obsession, trust and coincidence in this page-turning 
thriller about 16-year-old Laureth Peak's mission to find her missing father. A mission made all the more 
difficult by one fact: Laureth Peak is blind. Laureth's father is a writer. For years he's been trying, and 
failing, to write a novel about coincidence. His wife thinks he's obsessed. Laureth thinks he's on the 
verge of a breakdown. He's supposed to be doing research in Austria, so when his notebook shows up 
in New York, Laureth knows something is wrong. On impulse, she steals her mother's credit card and 
heads for the States, taking her strange little brother Benjamin with her. Reunited with the notebook, 
they begin to follow clues inside, trying to find their wayward father. But the challenges and threats that 
lie ahead are even tougher for Laureth than they would be for any other teenager - because Laureth 
has no vision to guide her. Also available as an audio book, read from braille by Anna Cannings.

She Is Not Invisible

Saving the world isn't going very well for Elf Girl and Raven Boy. They've left Fright Forest and crossed 
a huge plain to the worryingly named Monster Mountains, where they find a sign telling them to Turn 
Back. They really shouldn't have ignored it! It's not the strange wailing noises they hear in the dark, 
or the gigantic yeti who wants to eat them for breakfast that they find alarming, so much as the crazy 
wizard, Jeremy, who seems intent on adding Elf Girl and Raven Boy, not to mention Rat, to his collection 
of all too life-like stone statues.

Monster Mountains

A gripping, prizewinning novel about a girl surviving in a devastated world. Imagine that a few years 
from now England is covered by water, and Norwich is an island. Zoe, left behind in the confusion when 
her parents escaped, survives there as best she can. Alone and desperate among marauding gangs, 
she manages to dig a derelict boat out of the mud and gets away to Eels Island. But Eels Island, 
whose raggle-taggle inhabitants are dominated by the strange boy Dooby, is full of danger too. The 
belief that she will one day find her parents spurs Zoe on to a dramatic escape in a story of courage 
and determination that is handled with warmth and humanity. This book was the winner of the Branford 
Boase Award 2001 and marked the start of author Marcus Sedgwick's multi-award-winning career.



Floodland

An original interpretation of the timelessly fascinating vampire myth, and a story of father and son, by 
award-winning author Marcus Sedgwick. Winner of the Booktrust Teenage Prize and shortlisted for 
the Carnegie Medal. In the bitter cold of an unrelenting winter, Tomas and his son, Peter, arrive in 
Chust. Despite the villagers' lack of hospitality, they settle there as woodcutters. But there are many 
things Peter does not understand. Why does Tomas dig a channel of fast-flowing waters around their 
hut so they live on an isolated island? Why does Tomas carry a long battered box everywhere they go 
- and refuse to tell Peter of its contents? When a band of gypsies comes to the village, Peter's drab 
existence is turned upside down. He is infatuated by the beautiful gypsy princess, Sofia, and intoxicated 
by her community's love of life. He even becomes drawn into their deadly quest - for these travellers are 
Vampire Slayers, and Chust is a community to which the dead return to wreak revenge on the living. 
Stylishly written and set in the forbidding and remote landscapes of the 17th century, this is a story of 
a father and his son, of loss, redemption and resolution.

My Swordhand is Singing

Five days of glorious gothic alchemy and evil . . . An atmospheric, page-turning and powerful novel of 
sorcery and desperate magic by award-winning author Marcus Sedgwick. Shortlisted for the Guardian 
Children's Fiction prize and the Edgar Allan Poe Award. The days between 27 December and New 
Year's Eve are dead days - days when spirits roam and magic shifts restlessly just beneath the surface 
of our everyday lives. There is a man, Valerian, whose time is running out. He must pay the price for 
the pact he made with evil so many years ago. His servant is Boy, a child with no name and no past - 
a child he treats with contempt, but who serves his master well and finds solace in the company of his 
only friend, Willow. Unknown to any of them, it is Boy who holds the key to their destiny. Set in dark, 
threatening cities and the frozen countryside in a distant time, THE BOOK OF DEAD DAYS conjures 
a spell-binding story as Valerian, Boy and Willow battle to stop time and cling to life.

The Book of Dead Days

Philip Horkman is a happy man, the owner of a pet store called The Wine Shop, and on Sundays a 
referee for a local kids’ soccer league. Jeffrey Peckerman is the proud and loving father of a star athlete 
in the girls’ ten-and-under soccer league, and he’s not exactly happy with the ref. The two of them 
are about to collide in a swiftly escalating series of events that will send them running for their lives, 
pursued by the police, soldiers, subversives, bears, revolutionaries, pirates, and a black ops team that 
does not exist. Where all that takes them you can’t even begin to guess, but the literary journey there 
is a masterpiece of inspiration, chaos, and unadulterated, well, lunacy. And they might even learn a 
lesson or two along the way.

Lunatics

Eep . . . the adventure begins! Raven Boy has short black spiky hair, amazing night vision and can talk 
to animals. Elf Girl is light of foot, sharp of mind and . . . elfish all over. She hadn't expected to meet 
Raven Boy; it's not that often someone falls out of the trees and squashes your home flat like Raven 
Boy did. Before they know it they are plunged into some very strange, creepy, altogether spooky and 
hilarious adventures as they save their world from trolls, ogres, witches and things that slither and slide 
in the fiendish forest. From the creators of the Blue Peter award-winning Funniest Book with Pictures 
RAVEN MYSTERIES team, this is the first in a humourous and magical adventure series, RAVEN BOY 
AND ELF GIRL, perfect for readers of 8+.



Fright Forest

What would you sacrifice for someone you've loved forever? Winner of the Michael L. Printz Award, 
MIDWINTERBLOOD is a dark, breathtaking and cleverly crafted paranormal love story like no other, 
beautifully told in seven parts and spanning ten centuries. Have you ever had the feeling that you've 
lived another life? Been somewhere that has felt totally familiar even though you've never been there 
before, or felt that you've known someone even though you are meeting them for the first time? Eric and 
Merle loved and lost one another, and have been searching for each other through time ever since. This 
novel comprises seven short stories and travels in time, from 2073 back to the days of Viking sagas. 
Across the different tales, the two souls appear as lovers, mother and son, brother and sister, and artist 
and child as they come close to finding each other before facing the ultimate sacrifice . . .

Midwinterblood

Sara Latimer's entire family has just died. Sara moves to the family home she had just inherited, 
Witch Hill, only to find that she is shunned by her superstitious neighbors. Matthew Hay, one of the 
few neighbors who will speak to her, explains that Sara's aunt was a powerful witch and that the 
townspeople fear that Sara is following in her footsteps. Matthew and a girl named Tabitha are also 
witches, and they too believe that Sara has her aunt's powers--and that she is ready to be possessed 
by her aunt's waiting spirit. Sara crumbles under the steady onslaught of Matthew and Tabitha's evil. 
For a time, her love for local doctor Brian Standish keeps her sane, but Sara, bereft and injured, is 
losing the fight for her mind and soul. As a Champion of Light, Colin MacLaren cannot allow Sara to 
be destroyed by Matthew Hay. Even at the risk of his own soul, he will save Sara.

Witch Hill

Looking to get lucky? Stephanie Plum is back between-the-numbers and she's looking to get lucky in 
an Atlantic City hotel room, in a Winnebago, and with a brown-eyed stud who has stolen her heart. 
Stephanie Plum has a way of attracting danger, lunatics, oddballs, bad luck . . . and mystery men. And 
no one is more mysterious than the unmentionable Diesel. He's back and hot on the trail of a little man 
in green pants who's lost a giant bag of money. Problem is, the money isn't exactly lost. Stephanie's 
Grandma Mazur has found it, and like any good Jersey senior citizen, she's hightailed it in a Winnebago 
to Atlantic City and hit the slots. With Lula and Connie in tow, Stephanie attempts to bring Grandma 
home, but the luck of the Irish is rubbing off on everyone: Lula's found a job modeling plus-size lingerie. 
Connie's found a guy. Diesel's found Stephanie. And Stephanie has found herself in over her head with 
a caper involving thrice-stolen money, a racehorse, a car chase, and a bad case of hives. Plum Lucky is 
an all-you-can-eat buffet of thrills, chills, shrimp cocktail, plus-size underwear, and scorching hot men. 
It's a between-the-numbers treat no Evanovich fan will want to miss!

Plum Lucky

An eccentric poet acts as spiritual detective in these eight stories by the Father Brown author, in which 
the philosophical policeman solves and prevents crimes perpetrated by madmen.

The Poet and the Lunatics

A potent, powerful and timely thriller about migrants, drug lords and gang warfare set on the US/Mexican 
border by PRINTZ MEDAL winning and CARNEGIE MEDAL, COSTA BOOK AWARD and GUARDIAN 
CHILDREN'S FICTION PRIZE shortlisted novelist, Marcus Sedgwick. Anapra is one of the poorest 
neighbourhoods in the Mexican city of Juarez - twenty metres outside town lies a fence, and beyond it, 
America - the dangerous goal of many a migrant. Faustino is one such trying to escape from the gang 
he's been working for. He's dipped into a pile of dollars he was supposed to be hiding and now he's 
on the run. He and his friend, Arturo, have only 36 hours to replace the missing money, or they're as 
good as dead. Watching over them is Saint Death. Saint Death (or Santissima Muerte) - she of pure 
bone and charcoal-black eye, she of absolute loyalty and neutral morality, holy patron to rich and poor, 
to prostitute and narco-lord, criminal and police-chief. A folk saint, a rebel angel, a sinister guardian.

Saint Death

A dazzling literary mystery from prizewinning author Marcus Sedgwick, for fans of Scarlett Thomas, 
Carlos Ruiz Zafon and Patrick Suskind. In Paris, in the year 1899, Marcel Després is arrested for the 



murder of his wife and transferred to Salpêtrière asylum. And so the story might have stopped. But 
this is no ordinary patient: Marcel Després, Mister Memory, is a man who cannot forget. And it is no 
ordinary case: the hurried cover-up hints at dark secrets in the shadows. A policeman and a doctor 
decide to unravel the mystery...but the answers lie inside Marcel's head. And how can he tell what is 
significant when he remembers every detail of every moment of his entire life?

Mister Memory

Elf Girl and Raven Boy have survived Monster Mountains and arrived on the shores of Scream Sea. 
Kidnapped by Scrim, pirate captain of the Naughty Porpoise, they're held prisoner below decks as 
the ship sets sail. But Captain Scrim and his crew are even more interested in mermaids than in bird 
boys and pointy-eared girls, and when they capture one they throw the pirate party of a lifetime. Our 
daring duo, plus Rat and mermaid Molo, escape and go their separate ways, but not before Molo has 
given Raven Boy a tiny shell on a silver chain and told him to call on her for help. They continue their 
search for the Goblin King with adventures on a desert island, an 'invisible' spell, encounters with an 
even worse pirate called Blackblood on the stormy high seas, and then below the waves with the many 
scary beasts and monsters that roam the deep. No one said saving the world was easy!

Scream Sea

Early Readers are stepping stones from picture books to reading books. A blue Early Reader is perfect 
for sharing and reading together. A red Early Reader is the next step on your reading journey. Cudweed 
encounters aliens and a time machine in this funny, quirky story, perfect for beginner readers, from the 
bestselling Raven Mysteries team, award-winning and multi-award-nominated author Marcus Sedgwick 
and illustrator Pete Williamson. With short, accessible chapters with full-colour illustrations on every 
page, these stories are perfect for bridging the gap from picture books to fiction.

Cudweed in Outer Space

Early Readers are stepping stones from picture books to reading books. A blue Early Reader is 
perfect for sharing and reading together. A red Early Reader is the next step on your reading journey. 
Cudweed's birthday is coming up, and, like all small boys, he has big ideas and many lists about 
the presents he'd really like. Preparations for the party are in full swing at Otherhand Castle and the 
excitement is mounting. Sadly though for Cudweed, his parents, Lord and Lady Otherhand are definitely 
not keen on him adding to his collection of pets. Will he be disappointed, or will he get his heart's desire: 
a small but noisy monkey? And if he does get what he wants, will it be by fair means or foul?

Cudweed's Birthday

Sasha can see the future. But can she use her power to save her brothers and change their destiny? 
A stunning World War One anniversary edition of the mesmerising novel from award-winning author, 
Marcus Sedgwick. It is 1915, WWI. Seventeen-year-old Sasha Fox is the privileged only daughter of 
a respected doctor living in the wealthy seaside town of Brighton. But her brothers, Edgar and Tom, 
have gone to war and Sasha has a terrible gift: she can see the future. Her premonitions show untold 
horrors on the battlefields of the Somme, and the fate that awaits Edgar and Tom. But Sasha is trapped 
by power - no one will believe her. Even her family have lost faith in her, and she is determined to win 
them back, whatever the price. And it is a high one. Seeing the future is a fate too awful to contemplate 
- for who wants to see the end of their own story? A beautifully written story of a child in jeopardy, set 
in a world full of threat - but with a heroine determined to try to change the path of Fate.

A Midsummer-night's Dream

Join the wonderfully weird Otherhand family and their faithful guardian, Edgar the raven, and discover 
the dark secrets of Castle Otherhand. It's Halloween and the Otherhands are enjoying the Annual 
Pumpkin Hunt. And there are preparations to be made for the Great Halloween Ball. Minty is all 
a-fluster. Solstice is busy spraying fake cobwebs everywhere. Valevine is in charge of disorganising 
everyone's carefully laid plans, and Cudweed seems hungrier than ever and oddly preoccupied with 
'fresh brains'. In fact when Silas, Valevine's long lost brother, turns up with Samantha, the Otherhands 
would be well-advised to check out their guests. It's not long before wily Edgar works out that there's 
a preponderance of vampires and not all of them have false teeth. Just when he's about to solve 



the latest mystery at Otherhand Castle, the lights go out... Dedicated website on Raven Mysteries: 
www.ravenmysteries.co.uk

The Foreshadowing

At a warm Christmas time, a young boy wishes that it would snow the way it does in his snow globe.

Vampires and Volts

Set in a girls' boarding school in Massachusetts a haunting and sinister story YA story for World 
Book Day from prize-winning author Marcus Sedgwick. 1963. Foxgrove School near Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts. One of the oldest and finest academies in the country - but what really goes on behind 
closed doors? Nathaniel Drake, the new young English teacher, Isobel Milewski, the quiet girl who 
loved to draw spirals, her fingers stained with green ink, Jack Lewis, who lent Isobel books - just words, 
just ink on paper, Margot Leya, the girl with those eyes - who are they, what part have they played in 
killing the dead? Follow the dark, dark path Into the dark, dark woods To the dark, dark bridge By the 
dark, dark water. Linger. Let the ghosts of heaven tell their story. A stylish and creepy story for World 
Book Day from prize-winning author Marcus Sedgwick.

A Christmas Wish

Psychic Self-Defense Dion Fortune - "Psychic Self-Defense" is one of the best guides to detection and 
defence against psychic attack from one of the leading occult writers of the 20th century. After finding 
herself the subject of a powerful psychic attack in the 1930's, famed British occultist Dion Fortune wrote 
this detailed instruction manual on protecting oneself from paranormal attack. This classic psychic 
self-defence guide explains how to understand the signs of a psychic attack, vampirism, hauntings, and 
methods of defence. Everything you need to know about the methods, motives, and physical aspects 
of a psychic attack and how to overcome it is here, along with a look at the role psychic elements play 
in mental illness and how to recognise them.

Killing the Dead

A sealed train speeds through the night around the outskirts of wartime London. As it passes through 
a dimly-lit station without stopping, a note is thrown out on to the platform. What is happening to the 
men on board? Why do they have to resort to such a desperate method of contacting their loved ones? 
This is the story of Howard Marten and Alfred Evans, two young men who refused to join the army in 
the First World War. They suffered imprisonment and punishment, because they believed it was wrong 
to kill. Sent to the front line in France, they were told to obey or face the firing squad. Still they refused, 
until finally, the death sentence was passed against them...

Psychic Self-Defense

Winner of the 2011 Blue Peter Book of the Year Award, DEAD MAN'S COVE is the first book in 
a gripping adventure series about eleven-year-old ace detective, Laura Marlin, from award-winning 
author Lauren St John. When orphaned Laura Marlin moves from a children's home to live with her 
uncle in Cornwall, she longs for a life of excitement just like the characters in her favourite detective 
novels. A real life adventure is on hand as she is deposited at her uncle's spooky house . . . Why does 
her uncle, Calvin Redfern, forbid her to go to Dead Man's Cove? What's the truth about Tariq, the 
silent Indian boy who lives with the flamboyant Mukthars? Who is J? Who has left the message in a 
bottle for Laura to discover? Mysteries abound and who better to solve them than Laura Marlin, ace 
detective? Accompanied by her trusty companion, Skye, a three-legged husky, the dog she's always 
wanted, Laura's adventures begin in this first captivating mystery.

Cowards

The UK's top Young Adult authors join together in this collection of new stories and poems on the 
theme of home. Contributors include: Tom Becker, Holly Bourne, Sita Brahmachari, Kevin Brooks, 
Melvin Burgess, Katy Cannon , Cat Clarke, Juno Dawson, Julie Mayhew, Non Pratt, Marcus Sedgwick, 
Lisa Williamson and Benjamin Zephaniah. ý1 from the sale of every book will be donated to Crisis, the 
national homelessness charity. To find out more about Crisis, see www.crisis.org.uk

Dead Man's Cove



A young man describes his torment as he struggles to reconcile the diverse influences of Western 
culture and the traditions of his own Japanese heritage.

I'll Be Home for Christmas

Menu: Minuman pembuka: Pink champagne dengan salam hangat pertemuan. Hidangan pembuka: 
Lobster saus tarragon dan jamur, dihidangkan bersama sepotong tanya tentang kabar. Hidangan uta-
ma: Filet ayam guinea, dengan hidangan samping sekerat keju ricotta, dan seiris kasus pembunuhan. 
Hidangan penutup: Parfait cokelat dengan berry pilihan dan sebuah kejutan penuh darah. Ketika Paul 
dan Claire menerima undangan makan malam dari Serge dan Barbette, perjumpaan mereka yang 
menyenangkan perlahan berubah menyeramkan. Semua bermula ketika kedua anak mereka terlibat 
dalam kasus pembunuhan. Di antara denting garpu dan pisau, mereka mencari cara untuk mengubur 
kasus tersebut dalam-dalam. Akan tetapi, alih-alih menemukan solusi, mereka justru menyingkap 
konflik keluarga, membongkar rahasia masa lalu, dan menguak aib busuk di balik topeng mereka 
sebagai manusia yang beradab. Sekarang, yang ada di benak mereka adalah mencari cara untuk 
menyelamatkan diri masing-masing. Lantas, sejauh mana mereka akan berbuat untuk melindungi 
orang-orang yang mereka sayangi? [Mizan, Bentang Pustaka, Novel, Romance, Indonesia]

No Longer Human

Harry Black is lost between the world of war and the land of myth in this illustrated novel that transports 
the tale of Orpheus to World War II–era London. Brothers Marcus and Julian Sedgwick team up to 
pen this haunting tale of another pair of brothers, caught between life and death in World War II. Harry 
Black, a conscientious objector, artist, and firefighter battling the blazes of German bombing in London 
in 1944, wakes in the hospital to news that his soldier brother, Ellis, has been killed. In the delirium of 
his wounded state, Harry’s mind begins to blur the distinctions between the reality of war-torn London, 
the fiction of his unpublished sci-fi novel, and the myth of Orpheus and Eurydice. Driven by visions of 
Ellis still alive and a sense of poetic inevitability, Harry sets off on a search for his brother that will lead 
him deep into the city’s Underworld. With otherworldly paintings by Alexis Deacon depicting Harry’s 
surreal descent further into the depths of hell, this eerily beautiful blend of prose, verse, and illustration 
delves into love, loyalty, and the unbreakable bonds of brotherhood as it builds to a fierce indictment 
of mechanized warfare.

The Dinner

The winner of the UK's Business Book of the Year Award for 2021, this is a groundbreaking exposé of 
the myths behind startup success and a blueprint for harnessing the things that really matter. What is 
the difference between a startup that makes it, and one that crashes and burns? Behind every story 
of success is an unfair advantage. But an Unfair Advantage is not just about your parents' wealth or 
who you know: anyone can have one. An Unfair Advantage is the element that gives you an edge over 
your competition. This groundbreaking book shows how to identify your own Unfair Advantages and 
apply them to any project. Drawing on over two decades of hands-on experience, Ash Ali and Hasan 
Kubba offer a unique framework for assessing your external circumstances in addition to your internal 
strengths. Hard work and grit aren't enough, so they explore the importance of money, intelligence, 
location, education, expertise, status, and luck in the journey to success. From starting your company, to 
gaining traction, raising funds, and growth hacking, The Unfair Advantage helps you look at yourself and 
find the ingredients you didn't realize you already had, to succeed in the cut-throat world of business.

Voyages in the Underworld of Orpheus Black

The Times Best Literary Non-fiction Books 2021 - 'a super yarn' 'Rick Gekoski's encyclopaedic 
knowledge of rare books is matched only by the enthusiasm and brio with which he writes about them' 
Ian Rankin Rick Gekoski has been traversing the rocky terrain of the rare book trade for over fifty years. 
The treasure he seeks is scarce, carefully buried and often jealously guarded, knowledge of its hiding 
place shared through word of mouth like the myths of old. In Guarded by Dragons, Gekoski invites 
readers into this enchanted world as he reflects on the gems he has unearthed throughout his career. 
He takes us back to where his love of collecting began - perusing D.H. Lawrence first editions in a slightly 
suspect Birmingham carpark. What follows are dizzying encounters with literary giants as Gekoski 
publishes William Golding, plays ping-pong with Salman Rushdie and lunches with Graham Greene. 
A brilliant stroke of luck sees Sylvia Plath's personal copy of The Great Gatsby fall into Gekoski's lap, 



only for him to discover the perils of upsetting a Poet Laureate when Ted Hughes demands its return. 
Hunting for literary treasure is not without its battles and Gekoski boldly breaks the cardinal rule never 
to engage in a lawsuit with someone much richer than yourself, while also guarding his bookshop from 
the most unlikely of thieves. The result is an unparalleled insight into an almost mythical world where 
priceless first editions of Ulysses can vanish, and billionaires will spend as much gold as it takes to 
own the manuscript of J.K. Rowling's Tales of Beedle the Bard. Engaging, funny and shrewd, Guarded 
by Dragons is a fascinating discussion on value and worth. At the same time, Gekoski artfully reveals 
how a manuscript can tell a thousand stories.

The Unfair Advantage

Join the wonderfully weird Otherhand family and their faithful guardian, Edgar the raven, and discover 
the dark secrets of Castle Otherhand. In the sixth of the Raven Mysteries, all manner of disaster 
descends on Castle Otherhand; weirdness abounds, the family are on the verge of being thrown out 
of their own home, and there's still no sign of the fabled treasure of the Otherhand. Worse still, there's 
no sign of Edgar, either. So will it be diamonds or doom for the Otherhands?

Guarded by Dragons

Sweeping, mesmerising gothic fantasy full of magic and intrigue, from award-winning author, Marcus 
Sedgwick. The action-packed and enthralling conclusion to THE BOOK OF DEAD DAYS. Welcome to 
a world of dark magic, lurking evil and beguiling mystery. Following their thrilling journey in THE BOOK 
OF DEAD DAYS, Boy and Willow are plunged into a world of gilded finery and splendour as they are 
held captive in the palace of the Emperor Frederick. But beneath its golden veneer lies cruelty, madness 
and desperation. They must face terrible danger as they confront the whirlwind furies of the Emperor 
and the calculating ambitions of his confidante, Maxim. What's more, they must follow a deadly trail 
which will lead them to the Phantom . . . The truth about Boy's identity is one among many shattering 
secrets as THE BOOK OF DEAD DAYS is opened for the final time.

Diamonds and Doom

“A fascinating insight into the country’s most famous asylum for criminals” which reveals Victorian 
England’s care and management of the mentally ill (Your Family Tree). On 27 May 1863, three coaches 
pulled up at the gates of a new asylum, built amongst the tall, dense pines of Windsor Forest. 
Broadmoor’s first patients had arrived. In Broadmoor Revealed, Mark Stevens writes about what life 
was like for the criminally insane, over one hundred years ago. From fresh research into the Broadmoor 
archives, Mark has uncovered the lost lives of patients whose mental illnesses led them to become 
involved in crime. Discover the five women who went on to become mothers in Broadmoor, giving birth 
to new life when three of them had previously taken it. Find out how several Victorian immigrants ended 
their hopeful journeys to England in madness and disaster. And follow the numerous escapes, actual 
and attempted, as the first doctors tried to assert control over the residents. As well as bringing the 
lives of forgotten patients to light, this thrilling book reveals new perspectives on some of the hospital’s 
most famous Victorian residents: Edward Oxford, the bar boy who shot at Queen Victoria. Richard 
Dadd, the brilliant artist and murderer of his own father. William Chester Minor, veteran of the American 
Civil War who went on to play a key part in the first Oxford English Dictionary. Christiana Edmunds, 
The Chocolate Cream Poisoner and frustrated lover from Brighton. “Detailed and thoughtful.” —Times 
Literary Supplement “It challenges preconceptions about mental illness and public reaction to shocking 
crimes.” —Bracknell Forest Standard

The Dark Flight Down

Broadmoor Revealed
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