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The topic of immigration in the United States has frequently sparked intense debate and significant 
societal friction. This 'American backlash' often stems from concerns about economic impact, cultural 
identity, national security, and the perceived strain on resources. Understanding the historical context 
and various viewpoints is crucial for comprehending the complex dynamics shaping public discourse 
and policy around immigration today.
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Dream Chasers

How the immigration battle plays out in America, from curriculum disputes to federal raids to the 
civil rights activism of young “Dreamers.” Illegal immigration continues to roil American politics. The 
right-wing media stir up panic over “anchor babies,” job stealing, welfare dependence, bilingualism, 
al-Qaeda terrorists disguised as Latinos, even a conspiracy by Latinos to “retake” the Southwest. 
State and local governments have passed more than 300 laws that attempt to restrict undocumented 
immigrants' access to hospitals, schools, food stamps, and driver's licenses. Federal immigration 
authorities stage factory raids that result in arrests, deportations, and broken families—and leave 
owners scrambling to fill suddenly open jobs. The DREAM Act, which would grant permanent residency 
to high school graduates brought here as minors, is described as “amnesty.” And yet polls show that 
a majority of Americans support some kind of path to citizenship for those here illegally. What is going 
on? In this book, John Tirman shows how the resistance to immigration in America is more cultural 
than political. Although cloaked in language about jobs and secure borders, the cultural resistance 
to immigration expresses a fear that immigrants are changing the dominant white, Protestant, “real 
American” culture. Tirman describes the “raid mentality” of our response to immigration, which seeks 
violent solutions for a social phenomenon. He considers the culture clash over Chicano ethnic studies 
in Tucson, examines the consequences of an immigration raid in New Bedford, and explores the civil 
rights activism of young “Dreamers.” The current “round them up, deport them, militarize the border” 
approach, Tirman shows, solves nothing.

White Backlash

White Backlash provides an authoritative assessment of how immigration is reshaping the politics of the 
nation. Using an array of data and analysis, Marisa Abrajano and Zoltan Hajnal show that fears about 
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immigration fundamentally influence white Americans' core political identities, policy preferences, and 
electoral choices, and that these concerns are at the heart of a large-scale defection of whites from the 
Democratic to the Republican Party. Abrajano and Hajnal demonstrate that this political backlash has 
disquieting implications for the future of race relations in America. White Americans' concerns about 
Latinos and immigration have led to support for policies that are less generous and more punitive and 
that conflict with the preferences of much of the immigrant population. America's growing racial and 
ethnic diversity is leading to a greater racial divide in politics. As whites move to the right of the political 
spectrum, racial and ethnic minorities generally support the left. Racial divisions in partisanship and 
voting, as the authors indicate, now outweigh divisions by class, age, gender, and other demographic 
measures. White Backlash raises critical questions and concerns about how political beliefs and future 
elections will change the fate of America's immigrants and minorities, and their relationship with the 
rest of the nation.

Watching America's Door

Immigration to the United States, legal and illegal, has increased dramatically during the last two 
decades, prompting a flurry of proposals and initiatives from across the political spectrum that would 
begin to close America's doors. Driven by the politics of deficit reduction, fear of foreigners, and a 
shrinking economic pie for American citizens, an intense and divisive debate has developed over how 
many immigrants the U.S. should accept, how it should pick them, what government benefits they 
should receive, and how far the nation should go to exclude the unwanted. In this book, Roberto Suro 
presents the facts about America's most recent wave of immigrants, examines current immigration 
policy, sorts through the conflicting agenda for reform, and offers recommendations that are both 
feasible and in the long-term public interest.

Backlash

The United States has absorbed nearly 10 million immigrants in the past decade. This book examines 
who the new immigrants are, where they live, and who among them are gaining entry into the American 
middle class. Discussed are the complex factors that promote or hinder immigrant success, as well 
as the varying opportunities and constraints met by those living in particular regions. Extensive data 
are synthesized on key dimensions of immigrant achievement: income level, professional status, and 
rates of homeownership and political participation. Also provided is a balanced analysis of the effects 
of immigration on broader socioeconomic, geographic, and political trends. Examining the extent to 
which contemporary immigrants are realizing the American dream, this book explores crucial policy 
questions and challenges that face our diversifying society.

Immigrants and the American Dream

For most Americans, September 11, 2001, symbolized the moment when their security was altered. 
For Middle Eastern and Muslim Americans, 9/11 also ushered in a backlash in the form of hate 
crimes, discrimination, and a string of devastating government initiatives. This book provides the first 
comprehensive analysis of the impact of the post-9/11 events on Middle Eastern and Muslim Americans 
as well as their organized response. Through fieldwork and interviews with community leaders, Anny 
Bakalian and Mehdi Bozorgmehr show how ethnic organizations mobilized to demonstrate their 
commitment to the United States while defending their rights and distancing themselves from the 
terrorists.

Backlash 9/11

This book tells the story of modern immigration through the life of Fekkak Mamdouh, an ordinary, if 
somewhat fortunate, immigrant who found himself at the center of historic events. Situations like his 
have given rise to a contentious debate across the United States about immigration and the purpose 
of contemporary policy. Politicians, media pun...

The Accidental American

In the spring of 2006, millions of immigrants and supporters organized in cities and small towns across 
the United States to defend their rights following the passage of HR4437, a bill designed to punish unau-
thorized immigrants. In an unprecedented show of force, tens of thousands of workers marched out of 
meatpacking plants, factories, restaurants, landscape businesses and stores, while students—many 



of them the US-born children of immigrants—staged school walkouts. Thousands also observed a 
one-day national consumer boycott to demonstrate the economic power of immigrant communities. The 
spring 2006 mobilizations—and the ensuing backlash from anti-immigrant sectors—pushed the topic 
of immigration to the front and center of U.S. politics. Polls show the public increasingly divided, with 
the debate framed as a choice between “deport them all” and “give everyone amnesty.” But dialogue 
is possible when we dig deeper. Why are people leaving their homes? Why are they coming here? 
What is the impact of our current enforcement policies? What kinds of alternatives exist? Backed 
with a wide range of cited sources, The Politics of Immigration tackles questions and concerns about 
immigration with compelling arguments and hard facts, laid out in straightforward language and an 
accessible question-and-answer format. For immigrants and supporters, the book is an effective tool 
to confront common myths and misinformation. For teachers, it provides a useful framework on the 
current debate, and ample opportunities for students to reach out and explore the intersecting issues. 
Those who believe immigrants steal jobs from citizens, drive down wages, strain public services, and 
threaten our culture will find such assumptions challenged here, while people who are undecided about 
immigration will find the solid data and clear reasoning they need to develop an informed opinion.

The Politics of Immigration

A history of the battles over US immigrants’ rights since 1965—and how these conflicts reshaped 
access to education, employment, civil liberties, and more The 1965 Hart-Celler Act transformed 
the American immigration system by abolishing national quotas in favor of a seemingly egalitarian 
approach. But subsequent demographic shifts resulted in a backlash over the social contract and 
the rights of citizens versus noncitizens. In The Walls Within, Sarah Coleman explores those political 
clashes, focusing not on attempts to stop immigration at the border, but on efforts to limit immigrants’ 
rights within the United States through domestic policy. Drawing on new materials from the Carter, 
Reagan, and Clinton administrations, and immigration and civil rights organizations, Coleman exposes 
how the politics of immigration control has undermined the idea of citizenship for all. Coleman shows 
that immigration politics was not just about building or tearing down walls, but about employer sanctions, 
access to schools, welfare, and the role of local authorities in implementing policies. In the years after 
1965, a rising restrictionist movement sought to marginalize immigrants in realms like public education 
and the labor market. Yet throughout the 1970s and 1980s, restrictionists faced countervailing forces 
committed to an expansive notion of immigrants’ rights. In the 1990s, with national politics gridlocked, 
anti-immigrant groups turned to statehouses to enact their agenda. Achieving strength at the local 
level, conservatives supporting immigration restriction actually acquired more influence under the 
Clinton presidency than even during the so-called Reagan revolution, resulting in dire consequences 
for millions of immigrants. Revealing the roots behind much of today’s nativist sentiment, The Walls 
Within examines debates about who is entitled to the American dream, and how such dreams can be 
subverted for those already calling the country home.

The Walls Within

"The Accidental American" vividly illustrates the challenges and contradictions of U.S. immigration 
policy, and argues that, just as there is a free flow of capital in the world economy, there should be a 
free flow of labor.

The Accidental American

An up-to-date and comparative look at immigration in Europe, the United States, and Canada Strangers 
No More is the first book to compare immigrant integration across key Western countries. Focusing 
on low-status newcomers and their children, it examines how they are making their way in four 
critical European countries—France, Germany, Great Britain, and the Netherlands—and, across the 
Atlantic, in the United States and Canada. This systematic, data-rich comparison reveals their progress 
and the barriers they face in an array of institutions—from labor markets and neighborhoods to 
educational and political systems—and considers the controversial questions of religion, race, identity, 
and intermarriage. Richard Alba and Nancy Foner shed new light on questions at the heart of concerns 
about immigration. They analyze why immigrant religion is a more significant divide in Western Europe 
than in the United States, where race is a more severe obstacle. They look at why, despite fears in 
Europe about the rise of immigrant ghettoes, residential segregation is much less of a problem for 
immigrant minorities there than in the United States. They explore why everywhere, growing economic 
inequality and the proliferation of precarious, low-wage jobs pose dilemmas for the second generation. 



They also evaluate perspectives often proposed to explain the success of immigrant integration in 
certain countries, including nationally specific models, the political economy, and the histories of 
Canada and the United States as settler societies. Strangers No More delves into issues of pivotal 
importance for the present and future of Western societies, where immigrants and their children form 
ever-larger shares of the population.

Strangers No More

Collaboration can be a painful process, especially between authors of different disciplines. This book 
is an outgrowth of discussions between a Political Scientist and Economists at the School of Urban 
and Public Affairs, University of Louisville. The Economics perspective is found in Chapter 3 and was 
largely written by Frank Götzke. The Political Science oriented review, Chapters 2 and 6,aswellasall the 
case studies were largely provided by Steven Koven. Most of the book, but es- cially Chapters 4, 5, and 
7 evolved as a consequence of conversations between the two authors. We believe the product of two 
disciplinary approaches has produced a collective outcome that is greater than the sum of individual 
parts would have been. In this book we have attempted to combine the analytical, empirical, historical, 
political, and economics approaches. Chapter 3 presents an analytical model, based on economics, 
Chapters 4 and 5 summarize empirical census data related to im- grants, and Chapter 6 reviews the 
legislative and political history of immigration.

American Immigration Policy

This study argues that the confrontation between antebellum Irish immigrants and mainstream Amer-
icans helped reshape American ideology and, in particular, the American Dream myth. As Irish 
immigrants became a growing presence in the United States, American society reacted in what Dunn 
calls a Protestant backlash: clerical and lay interests banded together and attempted to codify the very 
definition of America and thereby relegate Irish immigrants to society's margins.

Antebellum Irish Immigration and Emerging Ideologies of America

According to the national mythology, the United States has long opened its doors to people from across 
the globe, providing a port in a storm and opportunity for any who seek it. Yet the history of immigration 
to the United States is far different. Even before the xenophobic reaction against European and Asian 
immigrants in the late nineteenth century, social and economic interest groups worked to manipulate 
immigration policy to serve their needs. In A Nation by Design, Aristide Zolberg explores American 
immigration policy from the colonial period to the present, discussing how it has been used as a tool 
of nation building. A Nation by Design argues that the engineering of immigration policy has been 
prevalent since early American history. However, it has gone largely unnoticed since it took place 
primarily on the local and state levels, owing to constitutional limits on federal power during the slavery 
era. Zolberg profiles the vacillating currents of opinion on immigration throughout American history, 
examining separately the roles played by business interests, labor unions, ethnic lobbies, and nativist 
ideologues in shaping policy. He then examines how three different types of migration--legal migration, 
illegal migration to fill low-wage jobs, and asylum-seeking--are shaping contemporary arguments over 
immigration to the United States. A Nation by Design is a thorough, authoritative account of American 
immigration history and the political and social factors that brought it about. With rich detail and 
impeccable scholarship, Zolberg's book shows how America has struggled to shape the immigration 
process to construct the kind of population it desires.

A Nation by Design

Recent acts of terrorism in Britain and Europe and the events of 9/11 in the United States have 
greatly influenced immigration, security, and integration policies in these countries. Yet many of the 
current practices surrounding these issues were developed decades ago, and are ill-suited to the 
dynamics of today's global economies and immigration patterns. At the core of much policy debate 
is the inherent paradox whereby immigrant populations are frequently perceived as posing a potential 
security threat yet bolster economies by providing an inexpensive workforce. Strict attention to border 
controls and immigration quotas has diverted focus away from perhaps the most significant dilemma: 
the integration of existing immigrant groups. Often restricted in their civil and political rights and targets 
of xenophobia, racial profiling, and discrimination, immigrants are unable or unwilling to integrate into 
the population. These factors breed distrust, disenfranchisement, and hatred-factors that potentially 
engender radicalization and can even threaten internal security. The contributors compare policies on 



these issues at three relational levels: between individual EU nations and the U.S., between the EU and 
U.S., and among EU nations. What emerges is a timely and critical examination of the variations and 
contradictions in policy at each level of interaction and how different agencies and different nations 
often work in opposition to each other with self-defeating results. While the contributors differ on 
courses of action, they offer fresh perspectives, some examining significant case studies and laying 
the groundwork for future debate on these crucial issues.

Immigration, Integration, and Security

Immigration in the Twenty-First Century is a comprehensive examination of the enduring issues 
surrounding immigration and immigrants in the United States. The book begins with a look at the 
history of immigration policy, followed by an examination of the legislative and legal debates waged 
over immigration and settlement policies today, and concludes with a consideration of the continuing 
challenges of achieving immigration reform in the United States. The authors also discuss the issues 
facing US immigrants, from their reception within the native population to the relationship between 
minorities and immigrants. Immigration and immigration policy continues to be a hot topic on the 
campaign trail, and in all branches of federal and state government. Immigration in the Twenty-First 
Century provides students with the tools and context they need to understand these complex issues.

U.S. Immigration in the Twenty-First Century

A thoughtful look at immigration, anti-immigration sentiments, and the motivations and experiences of 
the migrants themselves, this updated book offers a compact but wide-ranging look at one of America's 
persistent hot-button issues.

American Immigration: a Very Short Introduction

This book presents yet another compelling argument about the lives and struggles of new immigrant 
youth in public schools and demands the attention of educators, policy- makers and academics. In the 
post September 11th political, economic and social climate there are silenced and forgotten young 
immigrants in our schools.

Backlash: South Asian Immigrant Voices on the Margins

With an emphasis on American immigration during the late 19th century and early 20th-century 
industrial era and the contemporary era of free trade, Gabaccia shows that immigrants were not 
isolationists who cut ties to their countries of origin or their families.

Foreign Relations

Immigrants in America are at the heart of what makes this country the most prosperous and visionary in 
the world. The optimism that goes along with this sentiment was at its peak until recently, when tragedy 
struck at the World Trade Center. Once again, the foreign-born in America have become objects of 
suspicion, and instead of adopting laws that would extend our borders to them our country has suddenly 
swung its gates shut. But do we really know who makes up the bulk of immigrants in America? Jorge 
Ramos does. Writing from his own heartfelt perspective as an immigrant, forge Ramos, one of the 
world's most popular Spanish-language television news broadcasters, listens to and explores stories 
of dozens of immigrants who decided to change their lives and risk everything -- families, jobs history, 
and their own culture -- in order to pursue a better, freer, and opportunity-filled future as citizens of the 
United Starts. By telling the personal stories of the immigrants' journey to America and their subsequent 
effects on American culture, Ramos advances the notion that immigrants have created a country within 
a country. and ultimately are the soul of America's continued good fortune. With the clear tone of a 
seasoned journalist; Ramos brings to life the tales of individuals from Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, and 
the Dominican Republic, among other countries, and explains why they first immigrated (war, poverty, 
exile, and so on), what their dreams are, how they deal with racism, and what they believe the future hill 
hold for them and for their children. Not since the early twentieth century has immigration been such 
a transformative force in America. Immigrants from Europe who flooded into the United States helped 
shape what many refer to as the "American" century and ultimately transformed the world. America's 
second wave of immigration is now a reality, and like the previous one this wave will again transform 
American society, and the world forever. From the recent Vieques controversy to the interesting notion 
that Spanglish has become a uniquely American phenomenon to the blossoming creativity of Latino 



communities in places -here ten years ago there were none, Ramos shows that there is a new face 
in America, one whose colors and countries of origin are as diverse as the country it has adopted as 
home.

The Other Face of America

Living in America didn't just make me an American. Experiencing and being part of the Americanness, 
did. I knew I could not claim that I was an American as soon as I landed in U.S in 1991 to pursue my 
Master's. But over the course of time, I embraced America and America embraced me.I experienced 
America in its classrooms and workplaces. I have felt the American spirit in the July 4th parades and 
the Baseball games.I have come to know America when I visited historic places and natural wonders.I 
loved American freedom when I could pray my god and speak my mind.I joined American journey by 
pitching in the community and helping out charities.I survived American recessions by clipping coupons 
and visiting garage sales.I was filled with Americanness when I chased the dream and capitalism.I was 
indeed an American when I worked for minimum wage and paid my taxes.But, for the color of my skin 
and accent I speak, I have been a Non-American. Over the last quarter of a century, I have been part 
of the American journey. But, I am proud of the fact that America has traveled through me, and millions 
like me, for centuries.I have chronicled in this book, my roller coaster journey for the past 26 years along 
with my survival during recessions, and my run-in with the American dream. However, my story is not 
unique. It relates to all who aspired to come here to study, adapt to America and chase the Americanity. 
As I am going to reiterate further in this book, I didn't flee from any persecution or oppression in India. 
But, I did cling to America for the Land of Opportunities it's supposed to be, the freedom it offered for 
everybody that wanted to spread his or her wings or for anybody that wanted to soar.Overall, America 
has certainly been a testament for a fair and courteous society, not only with various laws governing 
and protecting the fairness but also with majority of the citizenry following those laws not because 
they have to, but because they want to. Its generations of people have been responsible for the great 
image of Americanity on the world's stage.Concurrently, a notoriety that prevails in America taints 
the integrity and the righteousness of the country. This evil has various branches - Politics, Racism 
and Gun culture being the primary tentacles. These devilries could stand a brown skinned person 
as a Non-American.I have seen 7 presidential elections in U.S. I have seen that some weakness 
is highlighted as a theme of the campaign and the candidates stick to it, as their winning formula.I 
have witnessed a different kind of election campaign, rhetoric and the aftermath of the 2016 election, 
which highlighted the Non-Americans.Trump has undoubtedly instigated a divide and highlighted the 
race and immigration as the weakness, which provoked a silent majority in America. 2016 featured 
lies, race, prejudice, womanizing, immigration, intolerance and conspiracy theories. Campaign rallies 
of the candidate of the Republican Party prompted slogans like, "Make America White Again"! The 
Non-Americans were scared that it would make America afraid and racist! I was fascinated after every 
election, by how the country had moved on from the rhetoric, and focused on coming together as 
America. At the time of writing this book i.e. around the 3rd week of March 2017, I haven't seen any 
traces of oneness in America. Instead, I have seen the racism escalating to murderous levels. Among 
other incidents, the murder of Srinivas Kuchibhotla highlighted the hate crimes.What's the meaning of 
"We took our country back" or "Get out of my country\

The Non-American

Presents a collection of twenty-two essays that explore how immigrant lives are affected in economic, 
regional, familial, and cultural ways. Discusses the creation of new cultural forms blending old and new 
and immigrant resistance to discard their old traditions in order to become Americanized.

American Dreaming, Global Realities

A transnational social history of immigrant-group involvement in radical activities in nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century America that provides missing links between the immigration experience, the neigh-
borhood, the workplace, politics, and culture.

The Immigrant Left in the United States

How the immigration policies and popular culture of the 1980's fused to shape modern views on 
democracy In the 1980s, amid increasing immigration from Latin America, the Caribbean, and Asia, the 
circle of who was considered American seemed to broaden, reflecting the democratic gains made by 
racial minorities and women. Although this expanded circle was increasingly visible in the daily lives of 



Americans through TV shows, films, and popular news media, these gains were circumscribed by the 
discourse that certain immigrants, for instance single and working mothers, were feared, censured, or 
welcomed exclusively as laborers. In The Cultural Politics of U.S. Immigration, Leah Perry argues that 
1980s immigration discourse in law and popular media was a crucial ingredient in the cohesion of the 
neoliberal idea of democracy. Blending critical legal analysis with a feminist media studies methodology 
over a range of sources, including legal documents, congressional debates, and popular media, such as 
Golden Girls, Who’s the Boss?, Scarface, and Mi Vida Loca, Perry shows how even while “multicultural” 
immigrants were embraced, they were at the same time disciplined through gendered discourses of 
respectability. Examining the relationship between law and culture, this book weaves questions of legal 
status and gender into existing discussions about race and ethnicity to revise our understanding of 
both neoliberalism and immigration.

The Cultural Politics of U.S. Immigration

Revised and expanded edition of the groundbreaking book which demystifies twenty-one of the most 
widespread myths and beliefs about immigrants and immigrations. Aviva Chomsky dismantles twen-
ty-one of the most widespread and pernicious myths and beliefs about immigrants and immigration in 
this incisive book. "They Take Our Jobs!" challenges the underlying assumptions that fuel misinformed 
claims about immigrants, radically altering our notions of citizenship, discrimination, and US history. 
With fresh material including a new introduction, revised timeline, and updated terminology section, 
this expanded edition is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand how these myths are 
used to promote aggressive anti-immigrant policies.

They Take Our Jobs!

Nativism - an intense opposition to immigrants and other non-native members of society - has been 
deeply imbedded in the American character from the earliest days of the nation. Dating from the Alien 
and Sedition controversy of 1798 to California's recent Proposition 187, nativism has long been a 
driving force in policy making, a particular irony in a country founded and populated by immigrants.

Immigrants Out!

Open Immigration: Yea by Alex Nowrasteh Extensive immigration restrictions are an attempt by the 
U.S. government to centrally manage the demographics, labor market, and culture of the United States 
instead of letting those facets of our society develop naturally – as they have throughout most of history. 
Many objections have been raised against a return to America’s traditional free-immigration policy, but 
they are without merit and ignore immigration’s tremendous benefits. In this Broadside, Alex Nowrasteh 
explains how a policy of open immigration is consistent with America’s founding principles, the ideals of 
a free society, and the foundation of a free-market economy. Immigration restrictions should be based 
on protecting the life, liberty, and private property of Americans from those who are most likely to 
infringe upon them. A freer immigration system would not only be economically beneficial to the United 
States, but it would also be consistent with American values. Open Immigration: Nay by Mark Krikorian 
Immigration has always been an important part of America’s story. Over the past century, however, the 
United States has seen drastic changes – in government spending, the economy, technology, security, 
and assimilation – and the needs of the nation have changed. Mass immigration is no longer compatible 
with those needs. In this Broadside, Mark Krikorian argues that the federal immigration program needs 
to adjust to the realities of modern America by scaling back the number of newcomers who are allowed 
to settle in the country. While this doesn’t mean zero immigration, it does mean that we must evaluate 
and permit only the most compelling cases. What worked in the past will not work today, and our 
immigration policies must change in response to new circumstances.

Open Immigration: Yea & Nay

The politics of immigration have heated up in recent years as Congress has failed to adopt com-
prehensive immigration reform, the President has proposed executive actions, and state and local 
governments have responded unevenly and ambivalently to burgeoning immigrant communities in the 
context of a severe economic downturn. Moreover we have witnessed large shifts in the locations of 
immigrants and their families between and within the metropolitan areas of the United States. Charlotte, 
North Carolina, may be a more active and dynamic immigrant destination than Chicago, Illinois, while 
the suburbs are receiving ever more immigrants. The work of John Mollenkopf, Manuel Pastor, and their 
colleagues represents one of the first systematic comparative studies of immigrant incorporation at the 



metropolitan level. They consider immigrant reception in seven different metro areas, and their analyses 
stress the differences in capacity and response between central cities, down-at-the-heels suburbs, and 
outer metropolitan areas, as well as across metro areas. A key feature of case studies in the book is 
their inclusion of not only traditional receiving areas (New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles) but also 
newer ones (Charlotte, Phoenix, San Jose, and California's "Inland Empire"). Another innovative aspect 
is that the authors link their work to the new literature on regional governance, contribute to emerging 
research on spatial variations within metropolitan areas, and highlight points of intersection with the 
longer-term processes of immigrant integration. Contributors: Els de Graauw, CUNY; Juan De Lara, 
University of Southern California; Jaime Dominguez, Northwestern University; Diana Gordon, CUNY; 
Michael Jones-Correa, Cornell University; Paul Lewis, Arizona State University; Doris Marie Provine, 
Arizona State University; John Mollenkopf, CUNY; Manuel Pastor, University of Southern California; 
Rachel Rosner, independent consultant, Florida; Jennifer Tran, City of San Francisco

Unsettled Americans

"Peter Schrag is the model for all political writers. He is committed, passionate, and eloquent, but always 
stays harnessed to the facts and rooted in the realities of politics and human nature. He reports out 
everything, and he writes like a dream. We can be grateful that in Not Fit for Our Society he has turned 
his gifts to the seemingly intractable problem of immigration. We will have to settle this issue again, 
as we always manage to do despite enormous commotion and anxiety. Schrag will force everyone to 
think more clearly and to approach immigration with both compassion and good sense."—EJ Dionne, 
Jr., author of Souled Out "Just who is fit to be part of the society that became a nation in 1776 and 
who decides, and on what basis? In Not Fit for Our Society, Peter Schrag offers an invigorating, 
well-informed, carefully reasoned investigation into today's immigration debates."—David Hollinger, 
President of the Organization of American Historians, 2010-2011 "Peter Schrag has a unique view of 
the immigration debate and policies that have shaped our country since it's founding. His very timely 
writing of Not Fit for our Society helps us to better understand how the immigration debate and politics 
have gotten us to where we are today. His insights and intellect on the subject give all of us much to 
think about as we move forward on this very important issue."—Doris O. Matsui, Member of Congress 
"Peter Schrag has done it again. A sweeping review that puts the ferocity of our current immigration 
debate in historical context, Not Fit for Our Society is a must-read for those hoping to get past talk-show 
rhetoric and cherry-picked facts. Uncovering the dark impulses that have long undergirded nativist 
thought, he argues that we have seen this before—and that America will be better if we see through it 
again."—Manuel Pastor, University of Southern California "Peter Schrag offers a lively and thoughtful 
reinterpretation of America's ambivalence about immigration and immigrants' place in the nation's life. 
Drawing on his reading of primary sources and the latest scholarship, he tells a story rich in irony, detail, 
and nuance, tracing the history of nativism from the earliest days of the Republic to the current debates 
over immigration reform. The book is particularly striking for the way that it connects the arguments and 
organizations of the current anti-immigration movement to their roots in the eugenics movement and 
pseudo-scientific racism of the early 20th century."—Mark Paul, New America Foundation "[Schrag] 
delivers a story rich in irony, detail, and nuance, often told with passion and frequently challenging 
orthodoxies of both the political right and left. It is the right book at the right time."-Mark Paul, New 
America Foundation "History's lessons come through loud and clear as Peter Schrag vividly recounts 
the characters and the ideas behind that side of America that rejects immigration. Illuminating both in 
its sweep and its detail this 300-year narrative makes an important contribution to our understanding 
of today's policy debates."—Roberto Suro, author of Strangers Among US: Latino Lives in a Changing 
America "In an intemperate time, Peter Schrag's voice is lucid and truly American."—Richard Rodriguez

Not Fit for Our Society

In Debating American Immigration, 1882-Present, prominent historians Roger Daniels and Otis Gra-
ham offer competing interpretations of the past, present, and future of American immigration policy and 
American attitudes towards immigration. Through original essays and supporting primary documents, 
the authors provide recommendations for future policies and legal remedies. This compact and clearly 
written text is an excellent introduction to one of today's most emotionally charged issues.

Debating American Immigration, 1882-Present

Race, more than class or any other factor, determines who wins and who loses in American democracy.



Dangerously Divided

Attempts to debunk some of the myths surrounding immigrants and their place in the work force, arguing 
that their advantage lies in their work ethic.

The Immigration Debate

Migration is a natural, human act—seeking food, shelter, and comfortable environments is essential for 
survival. With the existence of national borders, migration becomes immigration—an intensely political 
issue. Immigration and the history of America are inextricably linked. Author Lars Ortiz explores the 
history of immigration in the United States from before the country was born to government policies 
such as the Chinese Exclusion Act to the building of a wall along the US-Mexico border. He also 
examines the the backlash against immigration that so many immigrants have faced, and the optimism 
that leads people to seek a better future in a new land.

Walls and Welcome Mats

Few topics generate as much heated public debate in the United States today as immigration across 
our southern border. Two positions have been staked out, one favoring the expansion of guest-worker 
programs and focusing on the economic benefits of immigration, and the other proposing greater 
physical and other barriers to entry and focusing more on the perceived threat to national security from 
immigration. Both sides of this debate, however, rely in their arguments on preconceived notions and 
unexamined assumptions about assimilation, national identity, economic participation, legality, political 
loyalty, and gender roles. In American Immigration After 1996, Kathleen Arnold aims to reveal more of 
the underlying complexities of immigration and, in particular, to cast light on the relationship between 
globalization of the economy and issues of political sovereignty, especially what she calls “prerogative 
power” as it is exercised by the U.S. government.

American Immigration After 1996

An examination of all sides of the immigration argument in the USA. The text investigates the history 
of American attitudes toward immigration and offers a perspective on the crisis in the late 1990s.

Unwelcome Strangers

Explores public opinion about being and becoming American, and its implications for contemporary 
immigration debates.

Americanism in the Twenty-First Century

Greater mobility and migration have brought about unprecedented levels of diversity that are trans-
forming communities across the Atlantic in fundamental ways, sparking uncertainty over who the "we" 
is in a society. As publics fear loss of their national identity and values, the need is greater than ever 
to reinforce the bonds that tie communities together. Yet, while a consensus may be emerging as to 
what has not worked well, little thought has been given to developing a new organizing principle for 
community cohesion. Such a vision needs to smooth divisions between immigration's "winners and 
losers," blunt extremism, and respond smartly to changing community and national identities. This 
volume will examine the lessons that can be drawn from various approaches to immigrant integration 
and managing diversity in North America and Europe. The book delivers recommendations on what 
policymakers must do to build and reinforce inclusiveness given the realities on each side of the Atlantic. 
It offers insights into the next generation of policies that can (re)build inclusive societies and bring 
immigrants and natives together in pursuit of shared futures.

Rethinking National Identity in the Age of Migration

Even as Donald Trump’s election has galvanized anti-immigration politics, many local governments 
have welcomed immigrants, some even going so far as to declare their communities “sanctuary cities” 
that will limit cooperation with federal immigration authorities. But efforts to assist immigrants are not 
limited to large, politically liberal cities. Since the 1990s, many small to mid-sized cities and towns across 
the United States have implemented a range of informal practices that help immigrant populations 
integrate into their communities. Abigail Fisher Williamson explores why and how local governments 
across the country are taking steps to accommodate immigrants, sometimes despite serious political 



opposition. Drawing on case studies of four new immigrant destinations—Lewiston, Maine; Wausau, 
Wisconsin; Elgin, Illinois; and Yakima, Washington—as well as a national survey of local government 
officials, she finds that local capacity and immigrant visibility influence whether local governments 
take action to respond to immigrants. State and federal policies and national political rhetoric shape 
officials’ framing of immigrants, thereby influencing how municipalities respond. Despite the devolution 
of federal immigration enforcement and the increasingly polarized national debate, local officials face 
on balance distinct legal and economic incentives to welcome immigrants that the public does not 
necessarily share. Officials’ efforts to promote incorporation can therefore result in backlash unless 
they carefully attend to both aiding immigrants and increasing public acceptance. Bringing her findings 
into the present, Williamson takes up the question of whether the current trend toward accommodation 
will continue given Trump’s anti-immigrant rhetoric and changes in federal immigration policy.

Welcoming New Americans?

Well-written, eye-opening likely future for America, June 29, 2000.

America Balkanized
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