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Explore Joseph Stalin's complex and often contradictory role in the Chinese Revolution, examining
Soviet strategic interests, support for various factions, and the long-term impact on Sino-Soviet
relations and the rise of Mao Zedong's Communist Party of China.
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Stalin and Mao

China's ascent to the ranks of the world's second largest economic power has given its revolution a
better image than that of its Russian counterpart. Yet the two have a great deal in common. Indeed,
the Chinese revolution was a carbon copy of its predecessor, until Mao became aware, not so much
of the failures of the Russian model, but of its inability to adapt to an overcrowded third-world country.
Yet, instead of correcting that model, Mao decided to go further and faster in the same direction. The
aftershock of an earthquake may be weaker, but the Great Leap Forward of 1958 in China was far
more destructive than the Great Turn of 1929 in the Soviet Union. It was conceived with an idealistic
end but failed to take all the possibilities into account. China's development only took off after--and
thanks to--Mao's death, once the country turned its back on the revolution. Lucien Bianco's original
comparative study highlights the similarities: the all-powerful bureaucracy; the over-exploitation of the
peasantry, which triggered two of the worst famines of the 20th century; control over writers and artists;
repression and labor camps. The comparison of Stalin and Mao that completes the picture, leads the
author straight back to Lenin and he quotes the observation by a Chinese historian that, "If at all
possible, it is best to avoid revolutions altogether.”

Joseph Stalin on Chinese Revolution

CONTENTS:The Prospects of the Revolution in ChinaQuestions of the Chinese RevolutionConcerning
Questions of the Chinese RevolutionTalk with Students of the Sun Yat-sen UniversityRevolution in
China and the Tasks of the CominternNotes On Contemporary Themes: ChinaAbout ChinaThe Political
Complexion of the Russian Opposition

Stalin on China

Based mainly on unknown Russian archival sources which have previously been unobtainable, this
book analyses the Bolshevik concepts of the Chinese revolution and their reception in China. Issues
include the role of the three Bolshevik leaders, Lenin, Stalin, and Trotsky in trying to lead the Chinese
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Communists to victory, the real nature of the Trotsky-Stalin split in the Comintern, and a dramatic history
of the Chinese Oppositionist movement in Soviet Russia.

The Bolsheviks and the Chinese Revolution 1919-1927

Examines the ears' many parts and role in the auditory system, and explains how we hear noises and
how ears help us perform every day actions.

Stalin's Failure in China, 1924-1927

Articles and letters on the Chinese revolution of the 1920s, recording the fight to reverse Stalin's
disastrous course of subordinating the Communist Party there to an alliance with the capitalist Chinese
Nationalist Party (Kuomintang).

Stalin

Using major new sources, including cables between Mao and Stalin and interviews with key actors, this
book tells the inside story of the Sino-Soviet alliance and the origins of the Korean War.

Problems of the Chinese Revolution

Many workers, writers, and veteran revolutionaries who had been alienated from the CCP after 1927
by the policies of Stalin and his Chinese followers were also drawn into the Trotskyist ranks.

Leon Trotsky on China

Trotsky--brilliant publicist, enthusiastic speaker, organizer of the Red Army, eminent member of the
Bolshevik Party during the first years of the Russian Revolution--has often been depicted as a romantic
figure by biographers. Kostas Mavrakis does not see him in this light. Mavrakis submits Trotsky, his
thought and work to a severe but fair critical examination. Among the issues reassessed by this
controversial scholar are Trotsky's incapacity for concrete analysis, the 'economism’ he shares with
Stalin, his concepts of ‘permanent revoluation' as compared with those of Lenin and Mao, his views
and those of Stalin, on the Chinese Revolution, the fundamental traits of Trotskyism and of the different
trotskyist organizations.

The Chinese Revolution and the Theses of Comrade Stalin

A biography of Moscow's leader of the Chinese revolution whose experiences brought him into contact
with such figures as Lenin, Stalin, Sun Yat-sen, Chiang Kai-shek, Carl Sandburg, and Isadora Duncan.
-- Dust jacket.

Stalin and the Chinese Revolution

A panoramic history of revolution in China documents the exploitation of the Chinese by both the West
and Chinese warlords, dramatic changes in politics and policy, diverse factions, and political leaders.

Problems of the Chinese Revolution

The Real Situation in Russia, first published in 1928, contains three of Trotsky’s harshest rebuttals of
Stalin’s takeover of the Russian Revolution following the death of Lenin. The first part contains a defence
of the ‘Opposition Platform’ against the Stalinist denunciation; the second details Trotsky’s view of the
precise nature of the Stalinist program, as well as its disastrous consequences for Russia; and the
third demonstrates the unashamed falsification of the history by Stalin with regard to the beginning of
the Revolution. Including a sympathetic, but nonetheless astute, introduction to Trotsky’s argument by
the translator, The Real Situation in Russia will prove to be of value to all students of twentieth-century
Marxism, and in particular to those interested in the Russian Revolution — not only its origins and early
development, but also, perhaps, the reasons for its ultimate failure.



The Mao Myth and the Legacy of Stalinism in China

Prophets Unarmed is an authoritative sourcebook on the Chinese Communist Party's main early oppo-
sition. The Opposition’s standpoints and proposals and its association with the democratic movement
are not without relevance to China's present crisis of morals and authority.

Uncertain Partners

This book is a comprehensive historical study of the Bolshevik system of ideological and political
indoctrination of a substantial number of Chinese revolutionaries, who studied in Comintern interna-
tional institutions in Soviet Russia from the October Revolution of 1917 to the Great Terror of the late
1930s. Including analysis of previously unknown documentary materials from the Bolshevik Party and
Comintern archives, as well as memoirs of former Chinese students and prisoners of Stalin’'s camps,
the book determines how effective the training of Chinese students in the main educational centers
in Moscow was, how well it compared to the existing level of Marxist education in the USSR, and
how the Stalinist regime defined the lives and fates of the Chinese revolutionaries in Soviet Russia.
In raising questions about the transferability of revolutionary ideology, experience, and practice from
the revolutionaries of one country to would-be revolutionaries in other countries the authors ask: can
revolution be exported? Shedding light on an under-explored aspect of the early history of the CCP
and the Soviet Bolshevik Party this book will be a valuable resource to both students and scholars of
Chinese and Russian history and politics.

On Chinese Revolution

One of the central issues in the study of the Chinese Communist Party and its foreign policy is its
relations with Moscow. Was the CCP a Chinese nationalist party antagonistic to an intrusive Soviet
Union or was it rather an internationalist party with ideological-political and strategic-military ties to
Moscow, faithfully adhering to Marxist-Leninist principles as well as to Stalin's policy advice? For the
past two decades a number of historians have argued that the CCP was a nationalist movement and
that the United States missed its opportunity to establish friendly relations because U.S. leaders were
blinded by fears of an international Communist threat. In his provocative book, Michael Sheng strongly
challenges this position. On the basis of extensive new information obtained from recently available
Chinese sources, Sheng demonstrates that the foreign policy of the CCP under Mao Zedong did, in
fact, follow the directions recommended by Joseph Stalin. Sheng reveals that Mao and Stalin were

in frequent and direct contact by radio and by correspondence, beginning in 1936, and that Mao
consistently acted on Stalin's advice. Battling Western Imperialism analyzes the CCP's relations with
both the Soviet Union and the United States and provides conclusive evidence that there was no "lost
opportunity” for the U.S. in China. He shows that the CCP viewed the United States as a hostile capitalist
power that opposed its revolutionary aims. The author has drawn on an unprecedented collection of
Chinese-language materials to make a powerful new argument.

China's Urban Revolutionaries

Briefly discusses the state-planned economic development, Stalin's rise to power, 5-year plans, the
Great Terror, and the Great Patriotic War.

On Trotskyism (Routledge Library Editions: Political Science Volume 58)

China’s Communist Party seized power in 1949 after a long guerrilla insurgency followed by full-scale
war, but the revolution was just beginning. Andrew Walder narrates the rise and fall of the Maoist state
from 1949 to 1976—an epoch of startling accomplishments and disastrous failures, steered by many
forces but dominated above all by Mao Zedong.

Borodin

This book takes on and refutes the conventional wisdom that communist revolution has been a disaster
and nightmare. In a wide-ranging, provocative, and richly detailed interview, Raymond Lotta, a political
economist and expert in the history of communism, guides the reader through the “first wave” of
socialist revolutions: the Paris Commune of 1871, the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917-56, and the Chinese
revolution of 1949-76. This is the real history and a penetrating analysis of what these revolutions and
their leadership actually set out to do, the liberating economic, social, and cultural transformations



brought about, and the shortcomings as well. How did the lives of women radically change? How did
revolution attack the oppression of minority nationalities? This book will show you. It also sails straight
into the face of controversy. It addresses the important historical role of Stalin, the slanders directed at
the Great Leap Forward and Mao’s Cultural Revolution in China, and the wrong ways that people in U.S.
society have been trained to think about society, the world, and revolution. Lotta examines why these
revolutions ultimately met defeat. But he also explains why it is possible, drawing the right lessons, to
go further and do better in a new stage of revolution. In this, he introduces the reader to Bob Avakian’s
new synthesis of communism. At once rigorous and accessible, the book is an unparalleled resource.
The world cries out for fundamental change—yet people are told there is no alternative. Raymond Lotta
makes the case that “the whole history of communism thus far shows that the world does not have to
be this way.”

China

Mao: The Unknown Story by Jung Chang and Jon Halliday was published in 2005 to a great fanfare. The
book portrays Mao as a monster — equal to or worse than Hitler and Stalin — and a fool who won power
by native cunning and ruled by terror. It received a rapturous welcome from reviewers in the popular
press and rocketed to the top of the worldwide bestseller list. Few works on China by writers in the West
have achieved its impact. Reviews by serious China scholars, however, tended to take a different view.
Most were sharply critical, questioning its authority and the authors’ methods , arguing that Chang and
Halliday’s book is not a work of balanced scholarship, as it purports to be, but a highly selective and
even polemical study that sets out to demonise Mao. This book brings together sixteen reviews of Mao:
The Unknown Story — all by internationally well-regarded specialists in modern Chinese history, and
published in relatively specialised scholarly journals. Taken together they demonstrate that Chang and
Halliday’s portrayal of Mao is in many places woefully inaccurate. While agreeing that Mao had many
faults and was responsible for some disastrous policies, they conclude that a more balanced picture is
needed.

Works: 1927, August-December

In the first systematic study of its kind, Hua-yu Li tackles one of the most important unresolved mysteries
of the early history of the People's Republic of China_the economic policy shift of 1953. As a result of
this policy shift, the moderate economic policies of 'New Democracy' were abruptly terminated_much
sooner than specified by the official party line_and replaced with a radical Stalinist economic program
called the 'general line for socialist transition." Utilizing the rich archival materials released in China
since the mid-1980s and Russian archival information released since the early 1990s, Li presents a
compelling explanation for the policy shift. Placing the analysis within the larger context of the world
communist movement, communist ideology, and Mao's complicated relationship with Stalin, this book
makes it clear that the policy shift was initiated by Mao and that he did so for two reasons. First, he
was committed to a history text compiled under Stalin's guidance that purported to describe the Soviet
experience of building socialism in the 1920s and 1930s. Mao relied heavily on this text as a road
map for China to follow in building socialism in the early 1950s. Second, Mao was driven by feelings
of personal rivalry with Stalin and of national rivalry with the Soviet Union: he wanted China to achieve
socialism faster than the Soviet Union had. The precise timing of the change, Li argues, resulted from
Mao's belief that China was economically ready to build socialism and from his decision to interpret
an ambiguous statement made by Stalin in October 1952 as a clear endorsement of a policy shift.

Li asserts that Mao was a committed Stalinist, that he dominated domestic policy decision-making,
and that he skillfully maneuvered his way through his negotiations with Stalin in advancing his own
agenda. Situating its analysis within the larger context of the world communist movement, this carefully
researched book will have a profound impact on the fields of communist studies and Sino-Soviet
relations and in studies of Mao, Stalin, and their relationship.

The Real Situation in Russia (Routledge Revivals)

Trotsky's theory of the permanent revolution is one of the most important additions to the arsenal

of Marxism. It was first developed by Trotsky in 1904, on the eve of the first Russian Revolution. At
that time, all the tendencies of the Russian Social Democracy had the perspective of a bourgeois
democratic revolution. Trotsky alone in 1905 put forward the idea that the Russian working class could
come to power before the workers of Western Europe. The correctness of Trotsky's theory was brilliantly
demonstrated in 1917, when the Bolshevik Party under Lenin and Trotsky led the Russian proletariat



to power in the first workers state in the world. However, after the death of Lenin in 1924, the theory of
the permanent revolution was subject to a vitriolic onslaught by the stalinist bureaucracy, which had in
effect renounced world revolution in favour of "socialism in one country”. The attack on the theory came
to epitomise the struggle against "Trotskyism". Today, however, with the collapse of Stalinism (and with
it "socialism in one country"), Trotsky's theory of the permanent revolution has become more relevant
than ever.

Works: December 1926-July 1927

Can a red-haired woman from Chicago single-handedly force Joseph Stalin to back down? China,
1927. Thirty-three year old Rayna Prohme, accompanying her left-wing journalist husband, becomes
the political confidant and lover of Mikhail Borodin, the Russian commander sent to prop up a failing
Chinese revolution. In a bid to continue their love affair, Rayna hatches a plan to accompany Mme. Sun,
the widow of the Chinese revolution's founder, to Moscow.But Moscow does not welcome the women.
Borodin shuns them. Rayna's stipend and housing arrangements are cancelled. "Go home," she is told.
But Rayna does not want to go home to an ordinary life, to her husband and Chicago. Instead, she
applies to a Soviet espionage school that soon demands she spy on Mme. Sun. The Chinese widow
finds herself in grave danger when her exit visa is blocked. Rayna, torn between loyalty to Borodin and
Russia and Mme. Sun and China, must choose.

Prophets Unarmed

Trotsky--brilliant publicist, enthusiastic speaker, organizer of the Red Army, eminent member of the
Bolshevik Party during the first years of the Russian Revolution--has often been depicted as a romantic
figure by biographers. Kostas Mavrakis does not see him in this light. Mavrakis submits Trotsky, his
thought and work to a severe but fair critical examination. Among the issues reassessed by this
controversial scholar are Trotsky's incapacity for concrete analysis, the ‘economism' he shares with
Stalin, his concepts of 'permanent revoluation' as compared with those of Lenin and Mao, his views
and those of Stalin, on the Chinese Revolution, the fundamental traits of Trotskyism and of the different
trotskyist organizations.

Works

This title examines communism in world history from the Russian Revolution of 1917 to creation of
the Soviet Union after World War |, through World War Il and the Cold War to its apex in the 1960s.
Communist governments in the Soviet Union, China, Cuba, North Korea, Vietnam, and Laos, and
Socialist Law are examined, as well as daily life for people under this type of government. Other types
of governments are compared and contrasted, as are the properties of the central economy. Influences
in the movement such as Francois Marie Charles Fourier, George Ripley, Frangois-Noél Babeuf,
John Goodwin Barmby, Friedrich Engels, Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin, Joseph Stalin, Leon Trotsky, Mao
Zedong, Fidel Castro, Nikita Khrushchev, Mikhail Gorbachev, Kim Jong-il, Nguyen Minh Triet, and
Choummaly Sayasone are examined. Critics of communism such as Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Ayn
Rand, Ludwig von Mises, Milton Friedman, Robert Conquest, and Stéphane Courtois are introduced.
Important institutions such as the Fourier Movement, Brook Farm, Communist Propaganda Society,
League of the Just, Communist Correspondence Committee of Bruxelles, Communist League are
explored. Important events such as the Cultural Revolution, Cuban Missile Crisis, Bay of Pigs Invasion,
The Helsinki Accords, House Committee on Un-American Activities investigation, Fall of Berlin Wall
are highlighted, and important works such as The Communist Manifesto, and State and Revolution are
included. Exploring World Governments is a series in Essential Library, an imprint of ABDO Publishing
Company.

The Kremlin's Chinese Advance Guard

For the past two decades a number of historians have argued that the CCP was a nationalist movement
and that the United States missed its opportunity to establish friendly relations because U.S. leaders
were blinded by fears of an international Communist threat. In his provocative book, Michael Sheng
strongly challenges this position.

Battling Western Imperialism
Stalin
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