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Dive into the fascinating and often misunderstood world of witchcraft with this beautifully illustrated 
historical overview. From ancient rituals and medieval persecution to modern spiritual practices, explore 
the cultural impact, enduring myths, and evolving interpretations of magic through the ages. Discover 
legendary figures, symbolic imagery, and the powerful stories that shaped our understanding of witches 
and the occult.
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The Oxford History of Witchcraft and Magic

Histories you can trust. This history provides a readable and fresh approach to the extensive and 
complex story of witchcraft and magic. Telling the story from the dawn of writing in the ancient world 
to the globally successful Harry Potter films, the authors explore a wide range of magical beliefs and 
practices, the rise of the witch trials, and the depiction of the Devil-worshipping witch. The book also 
focuses on the more recent history of witchcraft and magic, from the Enlightenment to the present, 
exploring the rise of modern magic, the anthropology of magic around the globe, and finally the 
cinematic portrayal of witches and magicians, from The Wizard of Oz to Charmed and Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer.
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An Illustrated History of Witchcraft

The curious history of magic and the powers of the occult, witchcraft, ritual, and the imagination, from 
their earliest appearances to modern times From the days of the earliest Paleolithic cave rituals, magic 
has gripped the imagination. Magic and magicians appear in early Babylonian texts, the Bible, Judaism, 
and Islam. Secret words, spells, and incantations lie at the heart of nearly every mythological tradition. 
But for every genuine magus there is an impostor. During the Middle Ages, religion, science, and magic 
were difficult to set apart. The Middle Ages also saw the pursuit of alchemy—the magical transformation 
of base materials—which led to a fascination with the occult, Freemasonry, and Rosicrucianism. The 
turn of the twentieth century witnessed a return to earlier magical traditions, and today, magic means 
many things: contemporary Wicca is practiced widely as a modern pagan religion in Europe and the 
US; “magic” also stretches to include the nonspiritual, rapid-fire sleight of hand performed by slick stage 
magicians who fill vast arenas. The Occult, Witchcraft and Magic is packed with authoritative text and 
a huge and inspired selection of images, some chosen from unusual sources, including some of the 
best-known representations of magic and the occult from around the world spanning ancient to modern 
times.

The Occult, Witchcraft and Magic

See the history of witchcraft, magic and superstition come to life with this spectacular supernatural 
book! From alchemy and modern Wicca to paganism and shamanism, this enchanting book takes you 
on a mystical journey that will leave you spellbound. This is the perfect introduction to magic and the 
occult! This reference book on witchcraft is packed with: - Informative, engaging, and accessible text 
and lavish illustrations - Special features on aspects of magic, such as oracle bones of ancient China, 
the Knights Templar, and magic at the movies, and "plants and potions\

A History of Magic, Witchcraft and the Occult

This classic of esoterica explores witchcraft, sorcery, necromancy, damnation, Satanism, and every 
variety of magic. Written by the field's foremost scholar, it features colorful, little-known anecdotes about 
witches, devils, and their arts. It also provides numerous historical accounts of witch trials and surveys 
the role of witches in literature.

The Oxford History of Witchcraft and Magic

Magic has played an important part in our culture throughout history. This insightful book tracks the 
development of magic through the ages until we reach the present day with a revival of a magical 
consciousness in the West, and modern forms of goddess-centred female witchcraft. The book looks 
at the power of natural magic practiced by many New Age magicians and provides a thoughtful 
guide for anyone interested in working with magic. It describes how to perform spells, rituals and 
invocations, blessings and dedications. This unique book will inform and inspire anyone studying the 
ancient mystical arts.



The History of Witchcraft and Demonology

Magic has played a part in most cultures throughout human history. Traditions and practices may differ 
but essential elements remain the same. This insightful history examines the roots and foundation 
of magic, and the way it has shaped our view of the universe and our place within it. The scope of 
the study is wide, covering a range of traditions from the wise woman of a sixteenth-century English 
village to a witchdoctor in Africa, or from the customs of the Native American shaman to those of the 
female shamans of Korea. From magic's origins in the Shamanic tradition came religion, which, for the 
world's first civilizations, had no distinction from magic. The book examines these beliefs, ideas and 
convictions through the ages until the present day, with the revival of a magical consciousness in the 
West and the new forms of goddess-centred witchcraft. The book includes an international sweep of 
ancient cultural traditions and details the medieval phenomena of witch-hunts that still have resonance 
in modern society. In addition, it explores the modern wicca movement, tracing the development from 
the 1900s and its links with the Celtic tradition. Drawing on the work of numerous scholars and experts 
as well as first-hand research by the author, this fascinating anthropological study invites reflection on 
the many ways that human beings have sought to relate to the world of the spirit. Lavishly illustrated 
with archival material, fine art illustrations of legendary magic workers, and special photography, this 
volume is a comprehensive examination of a fascinating and timeless subject.

Illustrated Encyclopedia of Witchcraft and Practical Magic

Most studies of witchcraft and magic have been concerned with the era of the witch trials, a period that 
officially came to an end in Britain with the passing of the Witchcraft Act of 1736. But the majority of 
people continued to fear witches and put their faith in magic. Owen Davies here traces the history 
of witchcraft and magic from 1736 to 1951, when the passing of the Fraudulent Mediums Act finally 
erased the concept of witchcraft from the statute books. This original study examines the extent to which 
witchcraft, magic and fortune-telling continued to influence the thoughts and actions of the people of 
England and Wales in a period when the forces of "progress" are often thought to have vanquished 
such beliefs.

The Illustrated History of Magic and Witchcraft

Shortlisted for the 2008 Katharine Briggs Award. For centuries the witch has been a powerful figure in 
the European imagination; but the creation of this figure has been hidden from our view. Charles Zika’s 
groundbreaking study investigates how the visual image of the witch was created in late fifteenth- and 
sixteenth-century Europe. He charts the development of the witch as a new visual subject, showing how 
the traditional imagery of magic and sorcery of medieval Europe was transformed into the sensationalist 
depictions of witches in the pamphlets and prints of the sixteenth century. This book shows how artists 
and printers across the period developed key visual codes for witchcraft, such as the cauldron and 
the riding of animals. It demonstrates how influential these were in creating a new iconography for 
representing witchcraft incorporating themes such as the power of female sexuality, male fantasy, 
moral reform, divine providence and punishment, the superstitions of non-Christian peoples and the 
cannibalism of the new world. Lavishly illustrated and encompassing in its approach, The Appearance 
of Witchcraft is the first systematic study of the visual representation of witchcraft in the later fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries. It will give the reader a unique insight into how the image of the witch evolved 
in the early modern world.

Witchcraft, Magic and Culture, 1736-1951

Witchcraft: A Secret History unravels the myth from the mystery, the facts from the legends. Meet all 
the witches of your imagination and discover the meanings of their rituals and rites, their lore, and their 
craft. Discover the significance of their sabbats and covens, their chalices and wands, their robes and 
their religion. Unlock the secrets of the legendary witches of mythology and folk tales and find out how 
these early stories influenced the persecutions and witch-hunts of the Middle Ages. Learn about the 
people who inspired the pagan revival and how their work in literature and magic rekindled the fires of 
the sabbats across Europe and the New World today.

The Appearance of Witchcraft

What is a grimoire? The word has a familiar ring to many people, particularly as a consequence of such 
popular television dramas as Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Charmed. But few people are sure exactly 



what it means. Put simply, grimoires are books of spells that were first recorded in the Ancient Middle 
East and which have developed and spread across much of the Western Hemisphere and beyond 
over the ensuing millennia. At their most benign, they contain charms and remedies for natural and 
supernatural ailments and advice on contacting spirits to help find treasures and protect from evil. But 
at their most sinister they provide instructions on how to manipulate people for corrupt purposes and, 
worst of all, to call up and make a pact with the Devil. Both types have proven remarkably resilient and 
adaptable and retain much of their relevance and fascination to this day. But the grimoire represents 
much more than just magic. To understand the history of grimoires is to understand the spread of 
Christianity, the development of early science, the cultural influence of the print revolution, the growth 
of literacy, the impact of colonialism, and the expansion of western cultures across the oceans. As this 
book richly demonstrates, the history of grimoires illuminates many of the most important developments 
in European history over the last two thousand years.

Witchcraft

This book redresses popular interpretations of concealed objects, enigmatically discovered within the 
fabric of post-medieval buildings. A wide variety of objects have been found up chimneybreasts, bricked 
up in walls, and concealed within recesses: old shoes, mummified cats, horse skulls, pierced hearts, to 
name only some. The most common approach to these finds is to apply a one-size-fits-all analysis and 
label them survivals and apotropaic (evil-averting) devices. This book reconsiders such interpretations, 
exploring the invention and reinvention of traditions regarding building magic. The title Building Magic 
therefore refers to more than practices that alter the fabric of buildings, but also to processes of building 
magic into our interpretations of the enigmatic material evidence and into our engagements with the 
buildings we inhabit and frequent.

Grimoires

Explore the mystical history of witches throughout time and all over the world. Discover the symbols of 
witchcraft, reveal the magic of crystals and become familiar with the spellbinding lore of the witch. Since 
ancient times, magic and witchcraft have inspired both fear and fascination. More recently, witchcraft 
has become a popular symbol for feminist empowerment. Everything a young witch needs to know is 
contained in Secrets of the Witch. Uncover the meaning and history behind magical tools and symbols 
such as cauldrons and pentagrams, find out the truths of the Salem Witch Trials and learn about witches 
in popular culture, from the ancient figure of Circe to Hermione Granger.

Building Magic

A collection of essays from leading scholars in the field that collectively study the rise and fall of 
witchcraft prosecutions in the various kingdoms and territories of Europe and in English, Spanish, and 
Portuguese colonies in the Americas.

Secrets of the Witch

"This complete self-study course in modern Wicca is a treasured classic - an essential and trusted 
guide that belongs in every witch's library."---Back cover

The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe and Colonial America

Fall under the spell of witches throughout the ages in this magical illustrated guide. Magic and witchcraft 
have fascinated people for thousands of years. From their black cats to their flying broomsticks, they 
are both powerful and mysterious. But were witches evil or kind? And could they really cast a spell 
on you? From Ancient Mesopotamian priests to modern day Wiccans, find out the truth about witches 
throughout history and across the globe, in this spellbinding book filled with myths, legends and magic.

Buckland's Complete Book of Witchcraft

Studies the historical, anthropological, and religious manifestations of witchcraft, arguing that modern 
witchcraft in the West is in fact a serious religion that offers valuable insights

Season of the Witch: a Spellbinding History of Witches and Other MagicalFolk



Part of the new Ladybird Expert series, Witchcraft is an accessible, authoritative and captivating 
introduction to the magical myths that have coloured the popular imagination for centuries. Written 
by celebrated historian and broadcaster Dr Suzannah Lipscomb, Witchcraft explores the moment in 
history when witches were perceived to be especially dangerous: the famous witch hunts between 
1450 and 1750. You'll learn how the figure of the witch remains culturally relevant. In horror films, TV 
shows and pop culture, the figure of the witch retains her potency to attract and repel. Witch hunts 
in one form or another have persisted for thousands of years. Understanding why people were and 
continue to be persecuted for witchcraft matters now, more than ever.

A History of Witchcraft

Magic has played a part in most cultures throughout human history. Traditions and practices may differ 
but the essential elements remain the same. This insightful history examines the roots and foundation 
of magic, and the way it has helped to shape our view of the universe and our place within it. The scope 
of the study is wide, covering a range of traditions from the wise woman of a 16th-century English 
village to a witchdoctor in Africa, or from the customs of the Native American shaman to those of 
female shamans of Korea, examining their beliefs, ideas and convictions through the ages. Illustrated 
throughout with archival material and fine art paintings of legendary magic workers, this volume is a 
comprehensive examination of a fascinating story.

Witchcraft: A Ladybird Expert Book

This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access 
license. This book looks at aspects of the continuation of witchcraft and magic in Europe from the 
last of the secular and ecclesiastical trials during the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, 
through to the nineteenth century. It provides a brief outline of witch trials in late seventeenth- and 
early eighteenth-century Finland. By the second half of the seventeenth century, as the witch trials 
reached their climax in Sweden, belief in the interventionist powers of the Devil had become a major 
preoccupation of the educated classes. Having acknowledged the slight possibility of real possession 
by the Devil, Benito Feijoo threw himself wholeheartedly into his real objective: to expose the falseness 
of the majority of the possessed. The book is concerned with accusations of magic, which were 
formalised as denunciations heard by the Inquisition of the Archdiocese of Capua, a city twelve miles 
north of Naples, during the first half of the eighteenth century. One aspect of the study of witchcraft 
and magic, which has not yet been absorbed into the main stream of literature on the subject, is the 
archaeological record of the subject. As a part of the increasing interest in 'popular' culture, historians 
have become more conscious of the presence of witchcraft after the witch trials. The aftermath of the 
major witch trials in Dalarna, Sweden, demonstrates how the authorities began the awkward process 
of divorcing themselves from popular concerns and beliefs regarding witchcraft.

Witchcraft Illustrated

Witches, like the poor, are always with us. From ancient times to the present the aged, ugly crone has 
worked her evil magic and been burned at the stake by an outraged authority, or cured her neighbours 
and their animals with the help of gentle herbs and beneficent spells. Such, at any rate, is the popular 
picture. But not much of that picture is true. At the very least, it is misleading. Many witches were young; 
many witches were men; many witches came to court and were acquitted. There is no clear distinction 
between so-called white magic and black. Witches were not universally persecuted or tortured; it is not 
true that millions died; and the time they were most at risk covered less than a hundred years. So much 
more interesting than the cartoon stereotype, the real witch was a complex figure whose genuine story 
is only now starting to be unraveled, and this book offers the reader a fresh prospect of that intriguing 
narrative.

The Encyclopedia of Magic & Witchcraft

This book presents twenty chapters by experts in their fields, providing a thorough and interdisciplinary 
overview of the theory and practice of magic in the West. Its chronological scope extends from the 
Ancient Near East to twenty-first-century North America; its objects of analysis range from Persian 
curse tablets to US neo-paganism. For comparative purposes, the volume includes chapters on 
developments in the Jewish and Muslim worlds, evaluated not simply for what they contributed at 
various points to European notions of magic, but also as models of alternative development in ancient 
Mediterranean legacy. Similarly, the volume highlights the transformative and challenging encounters 



of Europeans with non-Europeans, regarding the practice of magic in both early modern colonization 
and more recent decolonization.

Beyond the witch trials

This book sets the notorious European witch trials in the widest and deepest possible perspective and 
traces the major historiographical developments of witchcraft

Witchcraft

This is a classic regional and comparative study of early modern witchcraft. The history of witchcraft 
continues to attract attention with its emotive and contentious debates. The methodology and con-
clusions of this book have impacted not only on witchcraft studies but the entire approach to social 
and cultural history with its quantitative and anthropological approach. The book provides an important 
case study on Essex as well as drawing comparisons with other regions of early modern England. 
The second edition of this classic work adds a new historiographical introduction, placing the book in 
context today.

The Cambridge History of Magic and Witchcraft in the West

Magic has played a part in most cultures throughout human history. Traditions and practices may differ 
but the essential elements remain the same. This history examines the roots and foundation of magic, 
and the way it has helped to shape our view of the universe and our place within it.

The Witch

'The individual chapters are scholarly and up to the minute, without loss of accessibility or pace. The 
illustrations are many, apposite and refreshingly unhackneyed.' -Times Literary Supplement

Witchcraft in Tudor and Stuart England

Defining 'magic' is a maddening task. Over the last century numerous philosophers, anthropologists, 
historians, and theologians have attempted to pin down its essential meaning, sometimes analysing 
it in such complex and abstruse depth that it all but loses its sense altogether. For this reason, many 
people often shy away from providing a detailed definition, assuming it is generally understood as the 
human control of supernatural forces. 'Magic' continues to pervade the popular imagination and idiom. 
People feel comfortable with its contemporary multiple meanings, unaware of the controversy, conflict, 
and debate its definition has caused over two and a half millennia. In common usage today 'magic' is 
uttered in reference to the supernatural, superstition, illusion, trickery, religious miracles, fantasies, and 
as a simple superlative. The literary confection known as 'magical realism' has considerable appeal and 
many modern scientists have ironically incorporated the word into their vocabulary, with their 'magic 
acid', 'magic bullets' and 'magic angles'. Since the so-called European Enlightenment magic has often 
been seen as a marker of primitivism, of a benighted earlier stage of human development. Yet across 
the modern globalized world hundreds of millions continue to resort to magic - and also to fear it. 
Magic provides explanations and remedies for those living in extreme poverty and without access to 
alternatives. In the industrial West, with its state welfare systems, religious fundamentalists decry the 
continued moral threat posed by magic. Under the guise of neo-Paganism, its practice has become 
a religion in itself. Magic continues to be a truly global issue. This Very Short Introduction does not 
attempt to provide a concluding definition of magic: it is beyond simple definition. Instead it explores 
the many ways in which magic, as an idea and a practice, has been understood and employed over 
the millennia. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press 
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way 
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Witchcraft

Discover how the lore of the natural world can inform and influence your magical practice. Giles Watson 
explores the lives and lore of animals that are employed as motifs in witchcraft's history, such as reptiles, 
amphibians, and rats. He also casts light on the magical significance of birds, spiders, and insects as 
well as plants and ecosystems connected to witchcraft.



The Oxford Illustrated History of Medieval Europe

The first major history of witchcraft in America - from the Salem witch trials of 1692 to the present day.

Magic: A Very Short Introduction

A spellbinding journey through the global history of witchcraft, the third volume in The Library of 
Esoterica follows this magickal tradition from its ancient roots to its modern incarnations. Through 
more than 400 artworks, and revelatory essays and interviews with modern practitioners, Witchcraft 
chronicles a cathartic evolution, from the...

A People Bewitched

'Paganism' is an evocative word that, even today, conjures up deep-seated emotions and prejudices. 
Until recently, it was primarily a derogatory term used by Christians to describe the non-Christian 
cultures confronted and vanquished by their Churches. For some it evokes images of sacrifice and 
barbaric behaviour, while for others it symbolises a peace-loving, nature-worshipping spiritual rela-
tionship with the earth. This Very Short Introduction explores the meaning of paganism - through 
a chronological overview of the attitudes towards its practices and beliefs - from the ancient world 
through to the present day. Owen Davies largely looks at paganism through the eyes of the Christian 
world, and how, over the centuries, notions and representations of its nature were shaped by religious 
conflict, power struggles, colonialism, and scholarship. Despite the expansion of Christianity and Islam, 
Pagan cultures continue to exist around the world, whilst in the West new formations of paganism 
constitute one of the fastest-growing religions. Focussing on paganism in Europe, but exploring the 
nature of paganism globally, Davies looks at how Europeans discovered new cultures through colonial 
expansion, missionary work, and anthropological study. Contemporary social paganism can be a 
liberating and social force, and the idea of a global Pagan theology is now on the religious map. ABOUT 
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of 
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm 
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

A Witch's Natural History

"A cogent, straight-talking and nuanced work to aid anyone who wants a solid understanding of the 
origins and evolution of witchcraft." - David Southwell, author and curator of @HooklandGuide From 
ancient Greece and Rome to the birth of the New Witchcraft, the history of this enthralling subject 
is skillfully told in this richly illustrated book. Witchcraft was once used to influence the unpredictable 
aspects of life such as crops, health and livestock protection. With people feeling powerless against ill 
fortune, it became easy to blame malevolent magic and the figure of the witch. Witchcraft today is a 
benevolent religion that is unrelated to the historic fantasy, but which often employs ancient magical 
techniques such as poppets and charms. This fascinating history enables the reader to see the timeline 
for how magic and witchcraft - and perceptions of it - has developed over the centuries. From the 
glamour of witches depicted in art, such as Circe, Medea, Morgan le Fay and Nimue, to famous 
historical incidents such as the witch trials and Christian suppression of Pagan temples, the reader 
will be led on a journey of discovery that is as visually exciting as it is informative. Beautifully illustrated 
throughout, this book provides a readable and fresh approach to the extensive and complex history of 
witchcraft and magic.

America Bewitched

This collection of fascinating essays explores the relationship between humanism and magic, the 
intersection of religious ritual, orthodoxy and power, and the links between witchcraft, sexuality and 
savagery in the visual culture of Europe in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.

Witchcraft. The Library of Esoterica

This major work offers a new interpretation of the witchcraft beliefs of European intellectuals between 
the fifteenth and eighteenth centuries, showing how these beliefs fitted rationally with other beliefs of 
the period and how far the nature of rationality is dependent on its historical context.

Paganism: A Very Short Introduction



'Diane Purkiss ... insists on taking witches seriously. Her refusal to write witch-believers off as unen-
lightened has produced some richly intelligent meditations on their -- and our -- world.' - The Observer 
'An invigorating and challenging book ... sets many hares running.' - The Times Higher Education 
Supplement

Magic and Witchcraft

Two centuries of dramatic change are covered by this exciting and richly illustrated work. Eighteen 
leading scholars explore the political, social, religious, and cultural history of the period when monarchs 
based in south-east England imperfectly attempted to extend their authority over thewhole of the British 
Isles. These centuries witnessed the Reformation, the civil wars, and two revolutions, in which two 
monarchs, two wives of a king, and two archbishops of Canterbury were tried and executed, and 
hundreds of men and women tortured and burned in the name of religion. Yet in the same period, an 
explosion ofliteracy and the printed word, transformations in landscapes and townscapes, new forms 
of wealth, new structures of power, and new forms of political participation freed minds and broadened 
horizons. These centuries marked the beginning of Britain's imperial power and its emergence as 
perhaps themost liberal and mature of European states. The integrated illustrations and maps form 
an essential part of the book, complementing all aspects of the text. It also contains a Chronology, 
Glossary, Family Trees of the monarchy, Further Reading, and an extensive Index.

Exorcising Our Demons

With research sourced by the world's greatest libraries, Robbins has compiled a rational, balanced 
history of 300 years of horror concentrated primarily in Western Europe. Spanning from the 15th 
century through the 18th century, the witch-hunt frenzy marks a period of suppressed rational thought; 
never before have so many been so wrong. To better understand this phenomenon, Robbins examines 
how the meaning of "witch" has evolved and exposes the true nature of witchcraft—a topic widely 
discussed in popular culture, though remarkably misunderstood. First published in 1959, Robbins' 
encyclopedia remains the most authoritative and comprehensive body of information about witchcraft 
and demonology ever compiled in a single volume. Lavishly acclaimed in academic and popular 
reviews, this full-scale compendium of fact, history, and legend covers about every phase of this 
fascinating subject from its origins in the medieval times to its last eruptions in the 18th century. 
Accompanying the text are 250 illustrations from rare books, contemporary prints, and old manuscripts, 
many of which have been published here for the first time.

Thinking with Demons

The Witch in History
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