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In a gripping narrative, Emily finds herself entangled in a perilous diamond ransom plot, orchestrated 
by a notorious group of raiders. This high-stakes adventure delves into the tense hostage situation and 
the desperate efforts to secure her safe return.
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Raiders' Ransom

Winner of the inaugural Chicken House/London Times Children's Fiction Competition, which called it 
"a funny, clever, towering adventure." Because of climate change, much of 23rd-century England is 
underwater. Poor Lilly is out fishing with her trusty first mate, Cat, when greedy raiders pillage the 
town--and kidnap the Prime Minister's daughter. Her village blamed, Lilly decides to find the girl. Off 
she sails, in secret. And with a ransom: a mysterious talking jewel. Along the way she forms a wary 
friendship with Zeph, a punky raider boy. "If I save the Prime Minister's daughter," Lilly reasons, "he's 
sure to reward me." Little does Lilly know that it will take more than grit to outwit the tricky, treacherous 
piratical tribes!

Raiders' Ransom

Because of climate change, much of 23rd-century England is underwater. Lilly is out fishing when 
greedy raiders pillage the town and kidnap the prime minister's daughter. Her village blamed, Lilly 
decides to find the girl. Off she sails, in secret and with a ransom: a mysterious talking jewel.

Raiders' Ransom

War of the Rats

Raiders' Ransom #2: Flood and Fire

The Riveting Sequel to the Award-Winning RAIDERS' RANSOM She survived the epic battle of the 
raiders on the rough waters that flood England. Now poor fishergirl Lilly is determined to return Lexy, 
the Prime Minister's kidnapped daughter, to her home. And since his father was killed in the clash, 
Zeph is equally determined to claim leadership of his family's clan before more savage tribes invade 
the marshlands. But will the electromagnetic pulse of an omnipotent computer set the world aflame 
and wipe out all humans so that artificial intelligence can take over the future?! It's up to the unlikely 
trio of children -- and their petulant, unpredictable gameboard PSAI -- to rage against the machines!

Reavers' Ransom
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Lilly Melkun is out fishing with her sea-cat when the bloodthirstyReavers come raiding - and steal the 
Prime Minister's daughter.Her village blamed, Lilly decides to find the girl. Off she sailsin secret with a 
ransom - an extraordinary talking jewel.But nothing can prepare her for what happens next ...

Emily and the Ransom

A businessman is kidnapped. The kidnappers leave no trail. Months pass without the police having a 
lead. Emily, a precocious 16-year old girl who has a volunteer job at the local police station where her 
father is a detective, gets involved in the investigation. In the cruel atmosphere of a cat-and-mouse 
game, Emily tries to piece together a picture of the kidnappers and where they might be hiding. Before 
long, she is deeper involved than she ever thought possible. Emily's Dad teaches her the psychology 
behind kidnapping and terrorism. During a series of phone conversations with the victim’s wife, the 
kidnapper reveals information that, by Emily’s interpretation, enables the police to identify who the 
kidnapper is. Yet, he remains elusive and everyone’s patience is tested to the limit. The story intensifies 
when Emily has to make a life-or-death gamble during the chilling negotiation about the ransom, and 
it comes to a climax when she uses herself as bait to nab the kidnapper. Besides the plot itself, 
the underlying theme is Emily's personal development and growing independence as she faces new 
challenges.

Ways To See A Ghost

Isis, the daughter of a charlatan psychic, can see ghosts - including that of her little sister, Angel. 
Gray is the son of a UFO-chasing conspiracy theorist. The two teenagers are forced together when 
their parents start dating and after a reluctant start, their friendship develops and Isis confesses her 
secret ability to Gray. But when Isis' mum is inducted into an elite psychic society, run by charismatic 
Philip Syndal, Isis discovers there are sinister intentions beneath Philip's charm. She and Gray find 
themselves in grave danger and Isis is forced to use her powers to save them both.

Emily and the Ransom

A businessman is kidnapped. The kidnappers leave no trail. Months pass without the police having a 
lead. Emily, a precocious 16-year old girl who has a volunteer job at the local police station where her 
father is a detective, gets involved in the investigation. In the cruel atmosphere of a cat-and-mouse 
game, Emily tries to piece together a picture of the kidnappers and where they might be hiding. Before 
long, she is deeper involved than she ever thought possible. Emily's Dad teaches her the psychology 
behind kidnapping and terrorism. During a series of phone conversations with the victim s wife, the 
kidnapper reveals information that, by Emily s interpretation, enables the police to identify who the 
kidnapper is. Yet, he remains elusive and everyone s patience is tested to the limit.The story intensifies 
when Emily has to make a life-or-death gamble during the chilling negotiation about the ransom, 
and it comes to a climax when she uses herself as bait to nab the kidnapper.Besides the plot itself, 
the underlying theme is Emily's personal development and growing independence as she faces new 
challenges.

Flood Child

Two hundred years in the future, the United Kingdom has been flooded and England is drifting back to 
simpler ways. Bloodthirsty pirates, called Reavers, raid the coast too and when they kidnap the Prime 
Minister's daughter, it looks like it will cause a war. Lilly, a girl determined to stop the war, sets out on 
a dangerous journey with the help of a Reaver boy and a mysterious talking jewel. Suggested level: 
primary, intermediate, junior secondary.

The Key & the Flame

While visiting Hawkesbury, England, eleven-year-old Holly Shepard, her younger brother, Ben, and 
new friend Everett, travel to a parallel universe where she learns that the adventures she has always 
dreamed of can be messy and dangerous.

Plain Kate

Erin Bow's acclaimed, award-winning fantasy novel reissued in paperback! Plain Kate lives in a world 
of superstitions and curses, where a song can heal a wound and a shadow can work deep magic. 
When Kate's village falls on hard times -- crops fail, and even Kate's father falls victim to a deadly fever 



-- the townspeople look for someone to blame, and their eyes fall on Kate. Enter Linay, a stranger with 
a proposition: In exchange for her shadow, he'll give Kate the means to escape the town that seems 
set to burn her, and what's more, he'll grant her heart's wish. It's a chance for her to start over, to find a 
home, a family, a place to belong. But Kate soon realizes that she can't live shadowless forever -- and 
that Linay's designs are darker than she ever dreamed.

School Library Journal

Offers a comprehensive guide to scoring for film and television. Covering all styles and genres, the 
authors cover everything from timing, cuing, and recording through balancing the composer's vision 
with the needs of the film.

Beans, Bullets, and Black Oil

When Kat and her father and brother visit the Mollie Kathleen, an old gold mine now open for tours by 
the busload, Kat gets lost from the group and falls down a shaft, where she discovers an awe-inspiring 
world of fantasy come to life. She meets an ancient dragon—the last of his kind—and discovers a 
secret about the gold that litters the creature's den and why dragons throughout time have hoarded 
the sparkling treasure. The dragon helps Kat escape the endless caverns, but not before Kat greedily 
takes a piece of gold for herself. Feeling guilty, Kat decides to return it, but before she can do this she 
drops it in front of a group of visitors, and a media frenzy ensues. Soon the mining town is filled with 
gold seekers. In order to save the dragon and his gold, Kat and her brother must venture back into 
the mine to warn him. But will they get there in time? This fast-paced, beautifully told modern fantasy 
tale by children's book illustrator Troy Howell will keep readers spellbound. Praise for The Dragon of 
Cripple Creek “Writing in Kat’s first-person narrative, which is wry and funny, clipped and eloquent, 
Howell, best known as an illustrator, mixes fantasy adventure with a moving conservation story in a 
debut that blends sadness, secrecy, and pure fun.” –Booklist

On the Track

“A stunning picture of a black woman’s coming of age in America. Put it on the shelf beside The 
Autobiography of Malcolm X.” —Kirkus Reviews Elaine Brown assumed her role as the first and only 
female leader of the Black Panther Party with these words: “I have all the guns and all the money. I can 
withstand challenge from without and from within. Am I right, Comrade?” It was August 1974. From a 
small Oakland-based cell, the Panthers had grown to become a revolutionary national organization, 
mobilizing black communities and white supporters across the country—but relentlessly targeted by the 
police and the FBI, and increasingly riven by violence and strife within. How Brown came to a position 
of power over this paramilitary, male-dominated organization, and what she did with that power, is a 
riveting, unsparing account of self-discovery. Brown’s story begins with growing up in an impoverished 
neighborhood in Philadelphia and attending a predominantly white school, where she first sensed what 
it meant to be black, female, and poor in America. She describes her political awakening during the 
bohemian years of her adolescence, and her time as a foot soldier for the Panthers, who seemed to hold 
the promise of redemption. And she tells of her ascent into the upper echelons of Panther leadership: 
her tumultuous relationship with the charismatic Huey Newton, who would become her lover and her 
nemesis; her experience with the male power rituals that would sow the seeds of the party's demise; and 
the scars that she both suffered and inflicted in that era’s paradigm-shifting clashes of sex and power. 
Stunning, lyrical, and acute, this is the indelible testimony of a black woman’s battle to define herself. “A 
glowing achievement.” —Los Angeles Times “Honest, funny, subjective, unsparing, and passionate. . . A 
Taste of Power weaves autobiography and political history into a story that fascinates and illuminates.” 
—The Washington Post

The Dragon of Cripple Creek

In the 1960s Jerry Cornelius was the coolest assassin on the Ladbroke Grove block. By the 1970s 
The Condition of Muzak had won the Guardian Fiction Prize and The Final Programme was a feature 
film starring Jon Finch, Jenny Runacre, Hugh Griffith and Sterling Hayden. In the 1980s the world s 
first cyberpunk continued to inspire a generation of writers including William Gibson, Alan Moore, Neil 
Gaiman, and bands like the Human League. By the 1990s he was up and running towards the guns 
again in stories like The Spencer Inheritance , The Camus Referendum and Cheering for the Rockets 
, which dealt with the icons and key events of the day. At turn of the millennium, in Firing the Cathedral, 
he responded to the attacks on America of September 2001 and their consequences, to the realities 



of global warming and global terrorism. Now, in Pegging the President, Jerry Cornelius is back; the 
ambiguous, amoral, androgynous English Assassin, cooler, sharper, his fingers still firmly on the pulse 
of the twenty-first century, counting names and taking heads, showing once again that colonialism and 
despotism the roots of empire gone sour do not change. The apocalypse has never seemed more 
terrifying, never been more fun, and modern life will never feel the same to you again -- Provided by 
the publisher.

A Taste of Power

“Equal parts dazzling fantasy, swashbuckling adventure, and tender coming-of-age tale” from the author 
of the Costa Book of the Year, The Lie Tree (Publishers Weekly, starred review). The gods are dead. 
Fifty years ago, they turned on one another and tore each other apart. Nobody knows why. Now, even 
coin-sized scraps of dead god are worth a fortune because of the strange powers they’re said to 
possess. But few are brave enough to dive and search for them. When fifteen-year-old Hark finds the 
still-beating heart of one of these deities, he’ll risk everything to keep it out of the hands of smugglers, 
scientists, and cults who would kill for its power. Because Hark needs the heart if he wants to save 
the life of his best friend, Jelt. But the power of a god was not meant for human hands. With the heart, 
Jelt begins to eerily transform, and Hark will have to decide if he can stay loyal to his friend—or what 
he’s willing to sacrifice to save him. “Hardinge is assured and sophisticated in her exploration of the 
dark temptations of power.” —The Wall Street Journal “Monsters and mortals collide in this fantasy 
adventure that explores the hypnotic allure of fear, the adamant grip of the past, and the redeeming 
power of stories . . . Thrilling.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Glorious thematic complexity inhabits 
a wildly inventive world, with the menacing roils of a dangerous sea threatening the archipelago and 
touches of steampunk rounding out the fantastical elements . . . Readers will be thrilled to be pulled 
into the alluring expanse of her work.” —Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books (starred review)

Pegging the President

A supplemental textbook for middle and high school students, Hoosiers and the American Story 
provides intimate views of individuals and places in Indiana set within themes from American history. 
During the frontier days when Americans battled with and exiled native peoples from the East, Indiana 
was on the leading edge of America’s westward expansion. As waves of immigrants swept across 
the Appalachians and eastern waterways, Indiana became established as both a crossroads and as 
a vital part of Middle America. Indiana’s stories illuminate the history of American agriculture, wars, 
industrialization, ethnic conflicts, technological improvements, political battles, transportation networks, 
economic shifts, social welfare initiatives, and more. In so doing, they elucidate large national issues 
so that students can relate personally to the ideas and events that comprise American history. At the 
same time, the stories shed light on what it means to be a Hoosier, today and in the past.

Deeplight

As in the cascading of water, violence and nonviolence can cascade down from commanding heights of 
power (as in waterfalls), up from powerless peripheries, and can undulate to spread horizontally (flowing 
from one space to another). As with containing water, conflict cannot be contained without asking crucial 
questions about which variables might cause it to cascade from the top-down, bottom up and from the 
middle-out. The book shows how violence cascades from state to state. Empirical research has shown 
that nations with a neighbor at war are more likely to have a civil war themselves (Sambanis 2001). 
More importantly in the analysis of this book, war cascades from hot spot to hot spot within and between 
states (Autesserre 2010, 2014). The key to understanding cascades of hot spots is in the interaction 
between local and macro cleavages and alliances (Kalyvas 2006). The analysis exposes the folly of 
asking single-level policy questions like do the benefits and costs of a regime change in Iraq justify an 
invasion? We must also ask what other violence might cascade from an invasion of Iraq? The cascades 
concept is widespread in the physical and biological sciences with cascades in geology, particle 
physics and the globalization of contagion. The past two decades has seen prominent and powerful 
applications of the cascades idea to the social sciences (Sunstein 1997; Gladwell 2000; Sikkink 2011). 
In his discussion of ethnic violence, James Rosenau (1990) stressed that the image of turbulence 
developed by mathematicians and physicists could provide an important basis for understanding the 
idea of bifurcation and related ideas of complexity, chaos, and turbulence in complex systems. He 
classified the bifurcated systems in contemporary world politics as the multicentric system and the 
statecentric system. Each of these affects the others in multiple ways, at multiple levels, and in ways 



that make events enormously hard to predict (Rosenau 1990, 2006). He replaced the idea of events with 
cascades to describe the event structures that 'gather momentum, stall, reverse course, and resume 
anew as their repercussions spread among whole systems and subsystems' (1990: 299). Through 
a detailed analysis of case studies in South Asia, that built on John Braithwaite's twenty-five year 
project Peacebuilding Compared, and coding of conflicts in different parts of the globe, we expand 
Rosenau's concept of global turbulence and images of cascades. In the cascades of violence in South 
Asia, we demonstrate how micro-events such as localized riots, land-grabbing, pervasive militarization 
and attempts to assassinate political leaders are linked to large scale macro-events of global politics. 
We argue in order to prevent future conflicts there is a need to understand the relationships between 
history, structures and agency; interest, values and politics; global and local factors and alliances.

Hoosiers and the American Story

It began with a key. One afternoon in 1956, in the home of the Hitchings family in Battersea, south 
London, a small silver key appeared on Shirley Hitchings' bed. This seemingly insignificant event 
heralded the beginning of one of the most terrifying, incredible and mysterious hauntings in British 
history. The spirit, who quickly became known as 'Donald', began to communicate, initially via tapping 
sounds, but over time - and with the encouragement of psychical researcher Harold Chibbett, whose 
case-files appear here – by learning to write. Soon, the spirit had begun to make simply incredible 
claims about his identity, insisting that he was one of the most famous figures in world history – but 
what was the truth? Here, for the first time, is the full story, told by the woman right at the heart of it all 
– Shirley herself.

Cascades of Violence

Blood will be spilled as a warrior searches for his missing wife in “a fully detailed alternate world 
which is fun to explore” (Fantasy Literature). Tarl Cabot is the intrepid tarnsman of the planet Gor, a 
harsh society with a rigid caste system that enacts the most brutal form of Social Darwinism. In this 
volume, Tarl must search for the truth behind the disappearance of his beautiful wife, Talena. Have the 
ruthless Priest-Kings destroyed her? Tarl vows to find the answer for himself, journeying to the mountain 
stronghold of the kings, knowing full well that no one who has dared approach the Priest-Kings has 
ever returned alive . . . Read the entire saga of this brilliantly imagined world where men are masters 
and women live to serve their every desire. Priest-Kings of Gor is the 3rd book in the Gorean Saga, 
but you may enjoy reading the series in any order.

The Poltergeist Prince of London

"Art auctions have long captured the public imagination. They regularly make news headlines and have 
become synonymous with glamour, money and social distinction. The marketing of auction houses and 
the works they sell has resulted in firms attaining authoritative positions and the ability both to influence 
and reflect collecting tastes. Pedigree and panache is the first comprehensive history of the art auction 
in Australia. In this fascinating work, Shireen Huda investigates the construction of the glamorous 
reputation of art auctions and art auction houses. Featuring absorbing case studies of key art auctions 
and major art auction houses in Australia (including Christies, Sothebys and Deutscher-Menzies) the 
work provides an overview of the origin and international development of art auctions. The development 
of the Australian marketplace is then explored, detailing colonial inception and continuing until Christies' 
withdrawal of its saleroom presence in 2006."--Provided by publisher.

Priest-Kings of Gor

R is for Ricochet is the eighteenth in the Kinsey Millhone mystery series by Sue Grafton. Kinsey 
Millhone, employed by Nord Lafferty to drive his daughter home from her incarceration at the Californian 
Institute for Women, marvels at the simplicity of the task. But Reba Lafferty emerges feisty and 
rebellious, and Kinsey is soon fighting to prevent her charge from breaking the conditions of her parole. 
As she finds herself befriending the ex-gambler, ex-alcoholic and ex-con, Kinsey discovers that Reba 
had taken the fall for her boss, also her lover, when he conducted a highly-crafted money laundering 
scam. Alan Beckwith has so far escaped the clutches of the FBI. Now they believe he is laundering 
money for a Columbian drug cartel - they just need the proof. When Kinsey is asked by the police to 
persuade Reba to unveil crucial evidence guaranteed to put Beckwith behind bars, she doesn’t expect 
cooperation. But when she hears of shocking new information about her lover, Reba is suddenly all too 
eager to do everything she can to ruin him. Embroiled in a cunning challenge of wits, and meanwhile 



bemused by her own blossoming romance, Kinsey must try to control the bitter, angry Reba as she 
launches her dangerous revenge . . .

Pedigree and Panache

Ghosts, clairvoyants, UFO-hunters and the paranormal collide . . . Isis, the daughter of a charlatan 
psychic, can see ghosts - including that of her dead little sister, Angel. Gray is the son of a UFO-chasing 
conspiracy theorist. The two became friends over the summer, when they fought a deadly ghost 
together. So why is Gray now ignoring Isis at school? On a field-trip to a local mine, the pupils are 
'accidentally' coated in dust, which has very odd side-effects . . . Could this be related to the ley lines 
and standing stones which have been calling to Isis with strange, ghostly voices? The secretive and 
powerful Organisation know the truth, but can Isis and Gray find out what's really happening, and save 
a life, with the help of two ghosts?

R is for Ricochet

The history of nations is a history of haves and have-nots, and as we approach the millennium, the 
gap between rich and poor countries is widening. In this engrossing and important new work, eminent 
historian David Landes explores the complex, fascinating and often startling causes of the wealth and 
poverty of nations. The answers are found not only in the large forces at work in economies: geography, 
religion, the broad swings of politics, but also in the small surprising details. In Europe, the invention 
of spectacles doubled the working life of skilled craftsmen, and played a prominent role in the creation 
of articulated machines, and in China, the failure to adopt the clock fundamentally hindered economic 
development. The relief of poverty is vital to the survival of us all. As David Landes brilliantly shows, 
the key to future success lies in understanding the lessons the past has to teach us - lessons uniquely 
imparted in this groundbreaking and vital book which exemplifies narrative history at its best.

Voices in Stone

The iLLamanati have emerged from hidden places of the Earth to shed light on the dark side of human 
endeavors by collating and publishing literature on the secrets of the Illuminati. Representing the Grand 
Llama, an omniscient, extradimensional light being who is channeled by our Vice-Admiral, Captain 
Space Kitten, the iLLamanati is organized around a cast of interstellar characters who have arrived 
on Earth to wage a battle for the light.Bloodlines of the Illuminati was written by Fritz Springmeier. He 
wrote and self-published it as a public domain .pdf in 1995. This seminal book has been republished 
as a three-volume set by the iLLamanati.Volume 1 has the first eight of the 13 Top Illuminati bloodlines: 
Astor, Bundy, Collins, DuPont, Freeman, Kennedy, Li, and Onassis.Volume 2 has the remaining five of 
the 13 Top Illuminati bloodlines: Rockefeller, Rothschild, Russell, Van Duyn, and Merovingian.Volume 
3 has four other prominent Illuminati bloodlines: Disney, Reynolds, McDonald, and Krupps.

Wealth And Poverty Of Nations

Includes an excerpt from: Marty McGuire digs worms!

Bloodlines of the Illuminati:

How does our colonial past echo through today's global politics? How have former empire-builders 
sought vindication or atonement, and formerly colonized states reversal or retribution? This ground-
breaking book presents a panoramic view of attitudes to empires past and present, seen not only 
through the hard politics of international power structures but also through the nuances of memory, 
historiography and national and minority cultural identities. Bringing together leading historians, poitical 
scientists and international relations scholars from across the globe, Echoes of Empire emphasizes 
Europe's colonial legacy whilst also highlighting the importance of non-European power centres- 
Ottoman, Russian, Chinese, Japanese- in shaping world politics, then and now. Echoes of Empire 
bridges the divide between disciplines to trace the global routes travelled by objects, ideas and people 
and forms a radically different notion of the term 'empire' itself. This will be an essential companion 
to courses on international relations and imperial history as well as a fascinating read for anyone 
interested in Western hegemony, North-South relations, global power shifts and the longue duree.

Marty McGuire



When first published, Marshall McLuhan's Understanding Media made history with its radical view of 
the effects of electronic communications upon man and life in the twentieth century.

Echoes of Empire

Don Breithaupt's book on Aja includes a detailed song-by-song analysis, an extended interview with 
co-writer, co-founder, singer, and pianist Donald Fagen, and discusses a wide range of Aja-related 
issues.

Understanding Media

CMH 60-13. Army Lineage Series. By John Patrick Finnegan. Lineages compiled by Romana Danysh. 
Presents an organizational history of Military Intelligence in the United States Army from its beginnings 
to the present. Includes the lineages and heraldic items of military intelligence brigades, groups, and 
battalions rganized under tables of organization and equipment.

Steely Dan's Aja

In the divided England of the distant future, a recently-orphaned boy flees the sprawling area known 
as the Conurb for the serene world of the County where the people seem to live a simpler existence.

Military Intelligence

A Companion to Crime Fiction presents the definitive guide to this popular genre from its origins in 
the eighteenth century to the present day A collection of forty-seven newly commissioned essays 
from a team of leading scholars across the globe make this Companion the definitive guide to crime 
fiction Follows the development of the genre from its origins in the eighteenth century through to its 
phenomenal present day popularity Features full-length critical essays on the most significant authors 
and film-makers, from Arthur Conan Doyle and Dashiell Hammett to Alfred Hitchcock and Martin 
Scorsese exploring the ways in which they have shaped and influenced the field Includes extensive 
references to the most up-to-date scholarship, and a comprehensive bibliography

The Guardians

This book chronicles foreign political and military interventions in Africa from 1956 to 2010, helping 
readers understand the historical roots of Africa's problems.

A Companion to Crime Fiction

Updated for the first time in a decade, a deluxe, three-volume encyclopedia covers the entire Star 
Wars universe, including everything having to do with the six films, radio dramas, books, comics, video 
games, and more, with information on the characters, production, special effects, chronology, and the 
like, all enhanced with full-color illustrations.

Foreign Intervention in Africa

Gertrude Hoffmann made her name in the early twentieth century as an imitator, copying highbrow 
performances staged in Europe and popularizing them for a broader American audience. Born in 
San Francisco, Hoffmann started working as a ballet girl in pantomime spectacles during the Gay 
Nineties. She performed through the heyday of vaudeville and later taught dancers and choreographed 
nightclub revues. After her career ended, she reflected on how vaudeville’s history was represented in 
film and television. Drawn from extensive archival research, Imitation Artist shows how Hoffmann’s life 
intersected with those of central gures in twentieth-century popular culture and dance, including Florenz 
Ziegfeld, George M. Cohan, Isadora Duncan, and Ruth St. Denis. Sunny Stalter-Pace discusses the 
ways in which Hoffmann navigated the complexities of performing gender, race, and national identity 
at the dawn of contemporary celebrity culture. This book is essential reading for those interested in the 
history of theater and dance, modernism, women’s history, and copyright.

The Complete Star Wars Encyclopedia: P-Z

She could remember standing in a park near the falls, hypnotized by the sight and sound, and holding 
her father’s hand as they took a walk that would lead them closer. That’s what everyone wonders when 
they see Niagara . . . How close will their courage let them get to it? At the turn of the nineteenth 



century, a retired sixty-two-year-old charm school instructor named Annie Edson Taylor, seeking fame 
and fortune, decided to do something that no one in the world had ever done before—she would go 
over Niagara Falls in a wooden barrel. Come meet the Queen of the Falls and witness with your own 
eyes her daring ride!

Imitation Artist

“What the future fortunes of [Gramsci’s] writings will be, we cannot know. However, his permanence 
is already sufficiently sure, and justifies the historical study of his international reception. The present 
collection of studies is an indispensable foundation for this.” —Eric Hobsbawm, from the preface Antonio 
Gramsci is a giant of Marxian thought and one of the world's greatest cultural critics. Antonio A. Santucci 
is perhaps the world's preeminent Gramsci scholar. Monthly Review Press is proud to publish, for 
the first time in English, Santucci’s masterful intellectual biography of the great Sardinian scholar and 
revolutionary. Gramscian terms such as “civil society” and “hegemony” are much used in everyday 
political discourse. Santucci warns us, however, that these words have been appropriated by both 
radicals and conservatives for contemporary and often self-serving ends that often have nothing to do 
with Gramsci’s purposes in developing them. Rather what we must do, and what Santucci illustrates 
time and again in his dissection of Gramsci’s writings, is absorb Gramsci’s methods. These can be 
summed up as the suspicion of “grand explanatory schemes,” the unity of theory and practice, and 
a focus on the details of everyday life. With respect to the last of these, Joseph Buttigieg says in his 
Nota: “Gramsci did not set out to explain historical reality armed with some full-fledged concept, such 
as hegemony; rather, he examined the minutiae of concrete social, economic, cultural, and political 
relations as they are lived in by individuals in their specific historical circumstances and, gradually, he 
acquired an increasingly complex understanding of how hegemony operates in many diverse ways and 
under many aspects within the capillaries of society.” The rigor of Santucci’s examination of Gramsci’s 
life and work matches that of the seminal thought of the master himself. Readers will be enlightened 
and inspired by every page.

Queen of the Falls

Say it in Crucian
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