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This exploration delves into how Plato's foundational concept of "Utopia," as expressed in The Republic, 
was thoughtfully recast alongside his developing later ethics and politics. It offers a fresh perspective 
on the evolution of Platonic ethics and political philosophy, highlighting the profound intellectual shifts 
within this giant of ancient Greek philosophy.
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Plato's Utopia Recast

Plato's Utopia Recast is an illuminating reappraisal of Plato's later works, which reveals radical changes 
in his ethical and political theory.Christopher Bobonich argues that in these works Plato both rethinks 
and revises important positions which he held in his better-known earlier works such as the Republic 
and the Phaedo. Bobonich analyses Plato's shift from a deeply pessimistic view of non-philosophers 
in the Republic, where he held that only philosophers were capable of virtue and happiness, to his 
far more optimistic position in the Laws, where he holds that the constitution and laws of hisideal city 
of Magnesia would allow all citizens to achieve a truly good life. Bobonich sheds light on how this 
and other highly significant changes in Plato's views are grounded in changes in his psychology and 
epistemology.This book will change our understanding of Plato. His controversial moral and political 
theory, so influential in Western thought, will henceforth be seen in a new light.

Republic

A model for the ideal state includes discussion of the nature and application of justice, the role of the 
philosopher in society, the goals of education, and the effects of art upon character.

The Republic

The Republic is one of the earliest political treatises ever written and Plato's most remarkable work. 
Through a fictional dialogue with Socrates, Plato examines the nature of justice, the character of the 
city-state, and what it means to be a just man. Plato argued that power corrupts and the only way to 
protect against this was through the rule of philosopher kings. In The Republic he also grapples with 
the questions of our senses and reality through the famous 'Allegory of the Cave'.

The Republic

Plato's Republic has long defied classification: it is a philosophical masterpiece; it is acute political 
theory; it is great literature. Although certain inconsistencies have been subsequently discovered, 
philosophical and otherwise, there can be no doubt that The Republic is a work of genius. It has as 
its central problem the nature of justice. In a word, what is justice? From this common origin, however, 
the book divides at a broader level. There is first of all the mundane, represented in the first books 
by the refutation of proverbial morality and traditional society. But the middle books belong almost 
exclusively to pure philosophy. In these Plato examines the figure of the philosopher, metaphysics, and 
epistemology, an extended investigation that culminates in the allegory of the vision, visibility, and the 
sun as symbol of the good, or justice. It not until the delineation of the famous "Myth of the Cave" in 
Book VII, however, that the two realms: material and ideal, polity and philosophy, historical State and 
ideal State, virtue and ethics truly come together. The image of the liberated prisoner forsaking the 
light, compelled whether by force or obligation?Plato would say duty?to rejoin his companions in the 
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murky darkness of the cave, is perhaps the key to the underlying unity of The Republic. It is in the 
individual that the two realms meet. Plato's aim, then, was to realize social and political stability on a 
foundation of moral and spiritual absolutes by which every man may live.

The Republic

Toward the end of the astonishing period of Athenian creativity that furnished Western civilization with 
the greater part of its intellectual, artistic, and political wealth, Plato wrote The Republic, his discussion 
of the nature and meaning of justice and of the ideal state and its ruler. All subsequent European 
thinking about these subjects owes its character, directly or indirectly, to this most famous (and most 
accessible) of the Platonic dialogues. Although he describes a society that looks to some like the ideal 
human community and to others like a totalitarian nightmare, in the course of his description Plato 
raises enduringly relevant questions about politics, art, education, and the general conduct of life. The 
translation is by A. D. Lindsay.

Plato, Politics and a Practical Utopia,

An examination of the material culture outlined in Plato's Laws including demographic, economic, 
military and political structures, analysed using contemporary theories and historical contextualization

The Republic

Plato is a Classical Greek philosopher, mathematician, student of Socrates, writer of philosophical 
dialogues, and founder of the Academy in Athens, the first institution of higher learning in the Western 
world. Along with his mentor, Socrates, and his student, Aristotle, Plato helped to lay the foundations 
of Western philosophy and science. Plato is one of the most important Western philosophers, exerting 
influence on virtually every figure in philosophy after him. His dialogue The Republic is known as 
the first comprehensive work on political philosophy. Plato also contributed foundationally to ethics, 
metaphysics, and epistemology. His student, Aristotle, is also an extremely influential philosopher and 
the tutor of Alexander the Great of Macedonia.

Republic

The central work of one of the West's greatest philosophers, The Republic of Plato is a masterpiece of 
insight and feeling, the finest of the Socratic dialogues, and one of the great books of Western culture. 
This new translation captures the dramatic realism, poetic beauty, intellectual vitality, and emotional 
power of Plato at the height of his powers. Deftly weaving three main strands of argument into an artistic 
whole--the ethical and political, the aesthetic and mystical, and the metaphysical--Plato explores in The 
Republic the elements of the ideal community, where morality can be achieved in a balance of wisdom, 
courage, and restraint.

The Republic

Discover one of the most influential philosophical works in history. With an engaging exploration of 
morality, justice, politics and deep philosophical questions, the Republic is a powerful and truly unique 
work which has transcended the ages to have a massive impact on the realm of politics and philosophy 
at large. Designed in the form of a dialogue between characters, this enduring book seeks to address 
fundamental questions, including whether the unjust man is happier than the just man, the role of 
the philosopher in society, and which out of a range of theoretical city-states would be the happiest 
and most prosperous. Now, this edition presents the Republic in an elegant light, providing modern 
readers with a fascinating glimpse into the mind of one of the classical period's greatest thinkers. With 
a complete overview of the Republic, you'll be taken on a journey into pivotal questions that define the 
human condition, benefitting from philosophers' timeless wisdom and ideas over two thousand years 
ago. Ideal as a gift for friends and family, for students and philosophy enthusiasts, and as an essential 
part of your bookshelf, the Republic is a book which will stick with you long after you finish reading. 
Scroll up and buy now to discover the Republic today. Plato (428/427 or 424/423 BC) was one of the 
most influential philosopher during the classical Greek period, credited for his enormous impact on 
the world of philosophical thought. As the founder of the Platonist school of thinking, his legacy has 
endured the ages, ringing just as true today as it did in ancient times. His profound and thoughtful 
insights, as well as his impact on Western religion, science, and political thought, have cemented him 
as a significant figure in Western history and civilization.

Plato's Republic



I went down yesterday to the Piraeus with Glaucon the son of Ariston, that I might offer up my prayers 
to the goddess (Bendis, the Thracian Artemis.); and also because I wanted to see in what manner 
they would celebrate the festival, which was a new thing. I was delighted with the procession of the 
inhabitants; but that of the Thracians was equally, if not more, beautiful. When we had finished our 
prayers and viewed the spectacle, we turned in the direction of the city; and at that instant Polemarchus 
the son of Cephalus chanced to catch sight of us from a distance as we were starting on our way home, 
and told his servant to run and bid us wait for him. The servant took hold of me by the cloak behind, 
and said: Polemarchus desires you to wait. I turned round, and asked him where his master was. There 
he is, said the youth, coming after you, if you will only wait.

The Republic

Plato's most famous work and one of the most important books ever written on the subject of 
philosophy and political theory, "The Republic" is a fictional dialogue between Socrates and other 
various Athenians and foreigners which examines the meaning of justice. Written in approximately 380 
BC, "The Republic" also discusses Plato's "Theory of Forms," the nature of the philosopher, the conflict 
between philosophy and poetry, and the immortality of the soul. An essential read for any student of 
philosophy or political science, "The Republic" is a monumental work of antiquity, which forms the 
foundation for much of our modern policy.

The Republic (Translated by Benjamin Jowett with an Introduction by Alexander Kerr)

Plato's most famous work and one of the most important books ever written on the subject of 
philosophy and political theory, "The Republic" is a fictional dialogue between Socrates and other 
various Athenians and foreigners which examines the meaning of justice. It is primarily from the writings 
of Plato that Socrates's ideas are passed down to us. Written around 380 BC, the work is an important 
contribution to the age old question of how to best structure a society in a just way. The influence of the 
analysis contained within it on the development of government and law in Western civilization cannot 
be overstated. "The Republic" also discusses Plato's "Theory of Forms\

Republic

A model for the ideal state includes discussion of the nature and application of justice, the role of the 
philosopher in society, the goals of education, and the effects of art upon character

Plato's The Republic

Plato's "The Republic" is a Socratic dialogue written sometime around 380 BC concerning the definition 
of justice and the order and character of the just city and the just man. It is Plato's best-known work 
and has proven to be one of the most intellectually and historically influential works of philosophy and 
political theory.Highly regarded as one of the most accurate renderings of Plato's Republic that has yet 
been published, this widely acclaimed work is the first strictly literal translation of a timeless classic. This 
Special Collector's Edition includes a new introduction by Prof. Colin Kant, PH.D, a noted Platonian and 
Socratic scholar.This beautifully typeset edition is set in 12pt Garamond, a larger, classier and easier 
to read font. REVIEWS: "The central work of one of the West's greatest philosophers, The Republic of 
Plato is a masterpiece of insight and feeling, the finest of the Socratic dialogues, and one of the great 
books of Western culture." - Library Journal "This translation captures the dramatic realism, poetic 
beauty, intellectual vitality, and emotional power of Plato at the height of his powers. " - New York Times 
"Easily navigated by both the college student as well as the armchair philosopher, this special edition of 
Plato's Republic deserves high marks for both readability and literary excellence." - Publisher's Weekly

Cities of the Gods

Modern studies of classical utopian thought are usually restricted to the Republic and Laws of Plato, 
producing the impression that Greek speculation about ideal states was invariably authoritarian and 
hierarchical. This book, however, sets Plato in the context of the whole ancient tradition of philosophical 
utopia. It distinguishes two types of Greek utopia, relating both to the social and the political background 
of Greece between the fifth and third centuries B.C. There was a lower utopianism, meant for literal 
implementation, which arose from the Greek colonizing movement, and a higher theoretical form which 
arose from the practical utopias. Dawson focuses on the higher utopianism, whose main theme was 
total communism in property and family. He attempts to reconstruct the lost utopian works of the Stoics, 



arguing that their ideal state was universal and egalitarian, in deliberate contrast to the hierarchical 
and militaristic utopia of Plato; and that both theories were intended to bring about long-range social 
reform, though neither was meant for direct implementation. Dawson offers an explanation for the 
disappearance of the utopian tradition in the later Hellenistic age. A final chapter traces the survival of 
communistic ideas in early Christianity.

Plato's Republic

This book was digitized and reprinted from the collections of the University of California Libraries. 
Together, the more than one hundred UC Libraries comprise the largest university research library in 
the world, with over thirty-five million volumes in their holdings. This book and hundreds of thousands 
of others can be found online in the HathiTrust Digital Library.HP's patented BookPrep technology was 
used to clean artifacts resulting from use and digitization, improving your reading experience.

The Republic (AmazonClassics Edition)

What is justice? In Plato's Socratic dialogue, The Republic, the citizens of ancient Greece explore 
the world's most fundamental question. In search of an ideal civilization, Socrates leads Glaucon, 
Polemarchus, Thrasymachus, and others in debates about various subjects, including justice, truth, 
class, and art. For without righteousness, tyranny and injustice give rise to oligarchy. The influential 
dialogues of The Republic helped shape all of Western literature and philosophical thought. It is as 
much a doctrine of ethics and politics now as it was for the ancient Greeks, and its dilemma remains: 
how to create a perfect society populated by very imperfect human beings. AmazonClassics brings 
you timeless works from the masters of storytelling. Ideal for anyone who wants to read a great work 
for the first time or rediscover an old favorite, these new editions open the door to literature's most 
unforgettable characters and beloved worlds. Revised edition: Previously published as The Republic, 
this edition of The Republic (AmazonClassics Edition) includes editorial revisions.

The Republic (The Republic of Plato)

The Republic is a Socratic dialogue, written by Plato around 380 BC, concerning justice, the order and 
character of the just, city-state, and the just man. It is Plato's best-known work, and has proven to 
be one of the world's most influential works of philosophy and political theory, both intellectually and 
historically.

The Republic

The Republic by Plato. Worldwide literature classic, among top 100 literary novels of all time. A must 
read for everybody.In the 1980s, Italo Calvino (the most-translated contemporary Italian writer at the 
time of his death) said in his essay "Why Read the Classics?" that "a classic is a book that has never 
finished saying what it has to say\

The Republic (annotated)

The Republic is a Socratic dialogue, written by Plato around 380 BC, concerning justice, the order 
and character of the just, city-state, and the just man. It is Plato's best-known work, and has proven 
to be one of the world's most influential works of philosophy and political theory, both intellectually 
and historically.In the book's dialogue, Socrates discusses the meaning of justice and whether or not 
the just man is happier than the unjust man with various Athenians and foreigners. They consider the 
natures of existing regimes and then propose a series of different, hypothetical cities in comparison. 
This culminates in the discussion of Kallipolis, a hypothetical city-state ruled by a philosopher king. 
They also discuss the theory of forms, the immortality of the soul, and the role of the philosopher and 
that of poetry in society. The dialogues may have taken place during the Peloponnesian War.In the 
first book, two definitions of justice are proposed but deemed inadequate.[11] Returning debts owed, 
and helping friends while harming enemies, are common sense definitions of justice that, Socrates 
shows, are inadequate in exceptional situations, and thus lack the rigidity demanded of a definition. 
Yet he does not completely reject them, for each expresses a common sense notion of justice which 
Socrates will incorporate into his discussion of the just regime in books II through V.At the end of 
Book I, Socrates agrees with Polemarchus that justice includes helping friends, but says the just man 
would never do harm to anybody. Thrasymachus believes that Socrates has done the men present an 
injustice by saying this and attacks his character and reputation in front of the group, partly because he 



suspects that Socrates himself does not even believe harming enemies is unjust. Thrasymachus gives 
his understanding of justice and injustice as "justice is what is advantageous to the stronger, while 
injustice is to one's own profit and advantage".[12] Socrates finds this definition unclear and begins 
to question Thrasymachus. Socrates then asks whether the ruler who makes a mistake by making a 
law that lessens their well-being, is still a ruler according to that definition. Thrasymachus agrees that 
no true ruler would make such an error. This agreement allows Socrates to undermine Thrasymachus' 
strict definition of justice by comparing rulers to people of various professions. Thrasymachus consents 
to Socrates' assertion that an artist is someone who does his job well, and is a knower of some art, 
which allows him to complete the job well. In so doing Socrates gets Thrasymachus to admit that rulers 
who enact a law that does not benefit them firstly, are in the precise sense not rulers. Thrasymachus 
gives up, and is silent from then on. Socrates has trapped Thrasymachus into admitting the strong man 
who makes a mistake is not the strong man in the precise sense, and that some type of knowledge 
is required to rule perfectly. However, it is far from a satisfactory definition of justice.At the beginning 
of Book II, Plato's two brothers challenge Socrates to define justice in the man, and unlike the rather 
short and simple definitions offered in Book I, their views of justice are presented in two independent 
speeches. Glaucon's speech reprises Thrasymachus' idea of justice; it starts with the legend of Gyges 
who discovered a ring that gave him the power to become invisible. Glaucon uses this story to argue 
that no man would be just if he had the opportunity of doing injustice with impunity. With the power 
to become invisible, Gyges is able to seduce the queen, murder the king, and take over the kingdom. 
Glaucon argues that the just as well as the unjust man would do the same if they had the power to get 
away with injustice exempt from punishment. The only reason that men are just and praise justice is 
out of fear of being punished for injustice.

The Republic

The Republic is a Socratic dialogue, written by Plato around 380 BC, concerning justice , the order 
and character of the just, city-state, and the just man. It is Plato's best-known work, and has proven 
to be one of the world's most influential works of philosophy and political theory, both intellectually 
and historically.In the book's dialogue, Socrates discusses the meaning of justice and whether or not 
the just man is happier than the unjust man with various Athenians and foreigners. They consider the 
natures of existing regimes and then propose a series of different, hypothetical cities in comparison. 
This culminates in the discussion of Kallipolis , a hypothetical city-state ruled by a philosopher king. 
They also discuss the theory of forms, the immortality of the soul, and the role of the philosopher and 
that of poetry in society. The dialogues may have taken place during the Peloponnesian War.

Utopias in Ancient Thought

This collection deals with utopias in the Greek and Roman worlds. Plato is the first and foremost name 
that comes to mind and, accordingly, 3 chapters (J. Annas; D. El Murr; A. Hazistavrou) are devoted to his 
various approaches to utopia in the Republic, Timaeus and Laws. But this volume's central vocation and 
originality comes from our taking on that theme in many other philosophical authors and literary genres. 
The philosophers include Aristotle (Ch. Horn) but also Cynics (S. Husson), Stoics (G. Reydams-Schils) 
and Cicero (S. McConnell). Other literary genres include comedic works from Aristophanes up to Lucian 
(G. Sissa; S. Kidd; N.I. Kuin) and history from Herodotus up to Diodorus Siculus (T. Lockwood; C. Atack; 
I. Sulimani). A last comparative chapter is devoted to utopias in Ancient China (D. Engels).

Plato 2

This volume looks at central area in Plato's philosophy: ethic, politics, religion, and the soul. In includes 
essays on virtue, knowledge, and happiness; justice and happiness; pleasure; Platonic love; feminism; 
the ideally just state, democracy and totalitarianism; and the nature of the soul and moral motivation.

The Republic (Dodo Press)

Plato (428/427 BC-348/347 BC), whose original name was Aristocles, was an ancient Greek philoso-
pher, the second of the great trio of ancient Greeks - succeeding Socrates and preceding Aristotle - who 
between them laid the philosophical foundations of Western culture. Plato was also a mathematician, 
writer of philosophical dialogues, and founder of the Academy in Athens, the first institution of higher 
learning in the western world. Plato is widely believed to have been a student of Socrates and to have 
been deeply influenced by his teacher's unjust death. Plato's brilliance as a writer and thinker can be 
witnessed by reading his Socratic dialogues. Some of the dialogues, letters, and other works that are 



ascribed to him are considered spurious. Plato is thought to have lectured at the Academy, although 
the pedagogical function of his dialogues, if any, is not known with certainty. They have historically been 
used to teach philosophy, logic, rhetoric, mathematics, and other subjects about which he wrote.

The Republic

Essestially an inquiry into morality, the Republic is the central work of the Western world's most famous 
philosopher. Containing crucial arguments and insights into many other areas of philosophy, it is also 
a literary masterpiece: the philosophy is presented for the most part for ordinaryreaders, who are 
carried along by the wit and intensity of the dialogue and by Plato's unforgettable images of the human 
condition. This new, lucid translation is complemented by full explanatory notes and an up-to-date 
critical introduction.

Plato's Republic

The Republic is a Socratic dialogue by Plato that discusses the meaning of justice and examines 
whether the just man is happier than the unjust man by imagining a society ruled by philosopher-kings 
and the guardians. According to Plato a democratic society means: "Equality of political opportunity 
and freedom for the individual to do as he likes" Plato's Republic can help us view dystopias through 
an entirely different lens. Dystopian Classic Editions publishes works of dystopian literature that have 
survived through the generations and been recognized as classic works of literature. A dystopian soci-
ety is an imagined society in which the people are oppressed, however the government propagandizes 
the society as being a utopia or a perfect society. Typical themes in dystopian literature include public 
mistrust, police states, and overall unpleasantness for the citizens. Authors of dystopian works strive to 
present a worst-case scenario and negative depiction of the way things are in the story so as to make 
a criticism about a current situation in society and to call for a change. Each Dystopian Classic Edition 
selected for publication presents such a story.

The Republic

A translation of Plato's classic Socratic dialogue about justice and the order and character of a just city.

Plato's Republic (complete)

Toward the end of the astonishing period of Athenian creativity that furnished Western civilization with 
the greater part of its intellectual, artistic, and political wealth, Plato wrote The Republic, his discussion 
of the nature and meaning of justice and of the ideal state and its ruler. All subsequent European 
thinking about these subjects owes its character, directly or indirectly, to this most famous (and most 
accessible) of the Platonic dialogues. Although he describes a society that looks to some like the ideal 
human community and to others like a totalitarian nightmare, in the course of his description Plato 
raises enduringly relevant questions about politics, art, education, and the general conduct of life. The 
translation is by A. D. Lindsay.

The Republic

Written in approximately 380 BC, Plato's best known work and one of the most important books ever 
written on the subject of philosophy and political theory, "The Republic" is a fictional dialogue between 
Socrates and other various Athenians and foreigners which examines the meaning of justice. This has 
been translated by Benjamin Jowett in this book edited by Jason Lee.

The Republic (Annotated)

The Republic is a Socratic dialogue, written by Plato around 380 BC, concerning the definition of justice, 
the order and character of the just city-state and the just man. It is Plato's best-known work and has 
proven to be one of the most intellectually and historically influential works of philosophy and political 
theory. In it, Socrates along with various Athenians and foreigners discuss the meaning of justice and 
examine whether or not the just man is happier than the unjust man by considering a series of different 
cities coming into existence "in speech\

The Republic



In Plato's Republic, Socrates contends that philosophers make the best rulers because only they behold 
with their mind's eye the eternal and purely intelligible Forms of the Just, the Noble, and the Good. 
When, in addition, these men and women are endowed with a vast array of moral, intellectual, and 
personal virtues and are appropriately educated, surely no one could doubt the wisdom of entrusting 
to them the governance of cities. Although it is widely-and reasonably-assumed that all the Republic's 
philosophers are the same, Roslyn Weiss argues in this boldly original book that the Republic actually 
contains two distinct and irreconcilable portrayals of the philosopher. According to Weiss, Plato's 
two paradigms of the philosopher are the "philosopher by nature" and the "philosopher by design." 
Philosophers by design, as the allegory of the Cave vividly shows, must be forcibly dragged from 
the material world of pleasure to the sublime realm of the intellect, and from there back down again 
to the "Cave" to rule the beautiful city envisioned by Socrates and his interlocutors. Yet philosophers 
by nature, described earlier in the Republic, are distinguished by their natural yearning to encounter 
the transcendent realm of pure Forms, as well as by a willingness to serve others-at least under 
appropriate circumstances. In contrast to both sets of philosophers stands Socrates, who represents 
a third paradigm, one, however, that is no more than hinted at in the Republic. As a man who not only 
loves "what is" but is also utterly devoted to the justice of others-even at great personal cost-Socrates 
surpasses both the philosophers by design and the philosophers by nature. By shedding light on an 
aspect of the Republic that has escaped notice, Weiss's new interpretation will challenge Plato scholars 
to revisit their assumptions about Plato's moral and political philosophy.

Philosophers in the Republic

Focus Philosophical Library's edition of Plato's Republic is an English translation of one of the 
most intellectually important works in Western philosophy and political theory. This dialogue includes 
Socrates and others discussing the definition of justice, the theory of forms and the immortality of the 
soul.

Republic

Republic, written by legendary author Plato is widely considered to be one of the greatest books of 
all time. This great classic will surely attract a whole new generation of readers. For many, Republic is 
required reading for various courses and curriculums. And for others who simply enjoy reading timeless 
pieces of classic literature, this gem by Plato is highly recommended. Published by Classic Books 
International and beautifully produced, Republic would make an ideal gift and it should be a part of 
everyone's personal library.

Republic

The Politics of Aristotle is the second part of a treatise of which the Ethics is the first part. It looks back to 
the Ethics as the Ethics looks forward to the Politics. For Aristotle did not separate, as we are inclined 
to do, the spheres of the statesman and the moralist. In the Ethics he has described the character 
necessary for the good life, but that life is for him essentially to be lived in society, and when in the last 
chapters of the Ethics he comes to the practical application of his inquiries, that finds expression not in 
moral exhortations addressed to the individual but in a description of the legislative opportunities of the 
statesman. It is the legislator's task to frame a society which shall make the good life possible. Politics 
for Aristotle is not a struggle between individuals or classes for power, nor a device for getting done 
such elementary tasks as the maintenance of order and security without too great encroachments on 
individual liberty. The state is "a community of well-being in families and aggregations of families for 
the sake of a perfect and self-sufficing life." The legislator is a craftsman whose material is society and 
whose aim is the good life.

Politics

The Republic itself is nothing at the start of Plato's most famous and influential book. It does not exist. 
Not only does it not exist in actuality, but it does not exist in theory either. It must be built. It's architect 
will be Socrates, the fictional persona Plato creates for himself. In the first episode Socrates encounters 
some acquaintances during the festival of Bendis. His reputation for good conversation already 
well-established, Socrates is approached by some dilettante philosopher acquaintances and drawn 
into a dialogue. The discussion quickly moves to justice thanks to Socrates. The other philosophers, 
including Thrasymachus, Polermarchus, Glaucon, and Adeimantus enthusiastically consent to such a 
worthy topic. However, it is unlikely at this point that any of these philosophers save Socrates, of course 



anticipates the ambition and enormity of their undertaking.In Book I, Socrates entertains two distinct 
definitions of justice. The first is provided by Polermarchus, who suggests that justice is "doing good to 
your friends and harm to your enemies." The definition, which is a version of conventionally morality, is 
considered. Very soon though, its faults are clearly apparent. It is far to relative to serve as a formulation 
of the justice. Moreover, its individual terms are vulnerable; that is to say, how does one know who is 
a friend and who an enemy? And are not friends as much as enemies capable of evil? And when a 
friend acts wickedly, should he not be punished? And next, what does it mean that an action is good or 
bad? The perils of giving credence to false appearances is introduced early on as a major theme. It will 
be dealt with at length in the succeeding books. Thus surely an idea as noble as justice will not stand 
on such precarious ground. Socrates is dissatisfied. A second definition, offered by Thrasymachus, 
endorses tyranny. "Obedience to the interest of the stronger," is likewise mined for its value, shown to 
be deficient, and discarded. Tyranny, Socrates demonstrates employing several analogies, inevitably 
results in the fragmentation of the soul. Benevolent rule, on the other hand, ensures a harmonious life for 
both man and State. Justice is its means and good is its end. That "justice is the excellence of the soul" 
is Socrates' main conclusion. But there are too many presumptions. Although his auditors have troubled 
refuting his claims, Socrates knows he has been too vague and that should they truly wish to investigate 
the question of justice, he will have to be more specific. Book I ends with yet another question. Is 
the just life more pleasurable, more rewarding than the unjust? Rather all at once the philosophers 
have inundated themselves. But the first book has succeeded in one major way. It has established the 
territory of the over-arching argument of the entire work;The philosophers continue the debate in Book 
II by introducing a new definition that belongs more to political philosophy than pure philosophy: that 
justice is a legally enforced compromise devised for the mutual protection of citizens of a state. In other 
words, justice is a fabrication of the State that prevents citizens from harming one another. Socrates 
is certainly up to the challenge. He dislikes the idea that justice does not exists naturally, but that it 
must be externally and superficially imposed to discourage unjust behavior. Adeimantus' mentioning of 
the State seems fortuitous, but it is as if Socrates has been waiting for it all along. Uncertain whether 
they can arrive at an acceptable definition of justice any other way, Socrates proposes they construct 
a State of which they approve, and see if they might not find justice lurking in it somewhere. This State 
arises, Socrates says, "out of the needs of mankind." And the immense project of building a State from 
its very foundation has officially commenced. Basic necessities are addressed first, then the primitive 
division of labor, followed...

The Republic (illustrated)

The Republic is a Socratic dialogue, authored by Plato around 375 BC, concerning justice (´¹º±¹¿ÃÍ½·), the order 
and character of the just city-state, and the just man. It is Plato's best-known work, and has proven to 
be one of the world's most influential works of philosophy and political theory, both intellectually and 
historically.

The Republic (English Edition)

The Republic is a Socratic dialogue, written by Plato, concerning the definition of justice, the order and 
character of the just city-state and the just man. This is Plato's best-known work and has proven to 
be one of the most intellectually and historically influential works of philosophy and political theory. In 
it, Socrates along with various Athenians and foreigners discuss the meaning of justice and examine 
whether or not the just man is happier than the unjust man. They consider a series of different cities 
coming into existence "in speech\

The Republic

Often ranked as the greatest of Plato's many remarkable writings, this celebrated philosophical work 
of the fourth century B.C. contemplates the elements of an ideal state, serving as the forerunner for 
such other classics of political thought as Cicero's De Republica, St. Augustine's City of God, and 
Thomas More's Utopia.Written in the form of a dialog in which Socrates questions his students and 
fellow citizens, The Republic concerns itself chiefly with the question, "What is justice?" as well as 
Plato's theory of ideas and his conception of the philosopher's role in society. To explore the latter, he 
invents the allegory of the cave to illustrate his notion that ordinary men are like prisoners in a cave, 
observing only the shadows of things, while philosophers are those who venture outside the cave and 
see things as they really are, and whose task it is to return to the cave and tell the truth about what 
they have seen. This dynamic metaphor expresses at once the eternal conflict between the world of 



the senses (the cave) and the world of ideas (the world outside the cave), and the philosopher's role 
as mediator between the two.High school and college students, as well as lovers of classical literature 
and philosophy, will welcome this handsome and inexpensive edition of an immortal work. It appears 
here in the fine translation by the English classicist Benjamin Jowett.

The Republic (Dover Thrift Editions)

This is The Republic of Plato translated by Benjamin Jowett. It was written by Plato around 380 BC 
concerning the definition of justice and the parliamentary law and character of the just city-state 
and huhumankind being. It is Plato's best-known work employment and has proven to be one of the 
most intellectually and historically influential works of philosophy of thought and political theory . In 
it, Socrates along with various Athenians and foreigners discuss the meaning of justice and examine 
whether or not the just man is happier than the unjust man by considering a series of different cities 
coming climax into existence creation "in speech\

The Republic of Plato
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