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Sam Houston and Mirabeau Lamar were two of the most pivotal and often conflicting figures in early 
Texas history. Both served as presidents of the Republic of Texas, their tenures marked by dramatically 
different visions for the young nation's future, encompassing issues like annexation, Native American 
relations, and public debt. Their complex rivalry profoundly shaped the political and social landscape 
of Texas during its formative years as an independent republic.
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