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Delve into Tycho Brahe's profound journey, where the meticulous observations of Renaissance astrono-
my intertwined with a deep spiritual quest. This path explores how one of history's greatest astronomers 
sought to understand the divine order through the cosmos, blending scientific inquiry with his personal 
interpretation of God's design. Discover the unique elements of Brahe's worldview and his pursuit of 
truth in a revolutionary era, a fascinating example of scientific spirituality.
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Tycho Brahe's Path to God

Though best known for his editing and posthumous publication of his friend Franz Kafka's writing, 
Max Brod was a major novelist in his own right. Tycho Brahe's Path to God, widely considered his 
finest work and viewed by many as a small masterpiece, concerns the relationship between the great 
Danish astronomer and the younger, intellectually superior Johannes Kepler. Brod's representation 
of this complicated relation grew out of his acquaintance with the young Albert Einstein, reproduces 
his struggles with the Expressionist poet Franz Werfel, and strangely anticipates the most famous act 
Brod would ever perform: publishing Kafka's writings without his permission. As Brahe attempts to 
create a diplomatic compromise between the old Ptolemaic system of planetary motion and its modern, 
Copernican revision, Kepler discards the principle of compromise root and branch. Their conflict thus 
becomes an emblem of the struggle between a weakened tradition and a self-conscious modernity. 
The novel manages to convey the intimate, emotional reality of a seventeenth-century political conflict 
as well as the psychological, political, and artistic turmoil of Brod's own time. This revival of the richly 
allusive and deeply resonant Tycho Brahe's Path to God is a true literary event.

Einstein in Bohemia

"Though Einstein is undoubtedly one of the most important figures in the history of modern science, 
he was in many respects marginal. Despite being one of the creators of quantum theory, he remained 
skeptical of it, and his major research program while in Princeton--the quest for a unified field--ultimately 
failed. In this book, Michael Gordin explores this paradox in Einstein's life by concentrating on a brief 
and often overlooked interlude: his tenure as professor of physics in Prague, from April of 1911 to 
the summer of 1912. Though often dismissed by biographers and scholars, it was a crucial year for 
Einstein both personally and scientifically: his marriage deteriorated, he began thinking seriously about 
his Jewish identity for the first time, he attempted a new explanation for gravitation-which though it 
failed had a significant impact on his later work-and he met numerous individuals, including Max Brod, 
Hugo Bergmann, Philipp Frank, and Arnošt Kolman, who would continue to influence him. In a kind 
of double-biography of the figure and the city, this book links Prague and Einstein together. Like the 
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man, the city exhibits the same paradox of being both central and marginal to the main contours of 
European history. It was to become the capital of the Czech Republic but it was always, compared 
to Vienna and Budapest, less central in the Habsburg Empire. Moreover, it was home to a lively 
Germanophone intellectual and artistic scene, thought the vast majority of its population spoke only 
Czech. By emphasizing the marginality and the centrality of both Einstein and Prague, Gordin sheds 
new light both on Einstein's life and career and on the intellectual and scientific life of the city in the 
early twentieth century"--

The Golem Returns

Exploring the role of the golem in the formation of modern Jewish culture

The Making of Copernicus

The volume articles examine exemplarily how some of the Copernicus myths came about and if they 
could hold their ground. They investigate methodological, institutional, textual and visual transforma-
tions of the Copernican doctrine and the topical, rhetorical and literary transformations of the historical 
person of Copernicus respectively.

The Möbius Strip Topology

In the 19th century, pure mathematics research reached a climax in Germany, and Carl Friedrich 
Gauss (1777–1855) was an epochal example. August Ferdinand Möbius (1790–1868) was his doctoral 
student whose work was profoundly influenced by him. In the 18th century, it had been mostly the 
French school of applied mathematics that enabled the rapid developments of science and technology 
in Europe. How could this shift happen? It can be argued that the major reasons were the devastating 
consequences of the Napoleonic Wars in Central Europe, leading to the total defeat of Prussia in 1806. 
Immediately following, far-reaching reforms of the entire state system were carried out in Prussia and 
other German states, also affecting the educational system. It now guaranteed freedom of university 
teaching and research. This attracted many creative people with new ideas enabling the “golden age” of 
pure mathematics and fundamental theory in physical sciences. Möbius’ legacy reaches far into today’s 
sciences, arts, and architecture. The famous one-sided Möbius strip is a paradigmatic example of the 
ongoing fascination with mathematical topology. This is the first book to present numerous detailed 
case studies on Möbius topology in science and the humanities. It is written for those who believe in 
the power of ideas in our culture, experts and laymen alike.

Einstein and Heisenberg

This is a fascinating account of two great scientists of the 20th century: Einstein and Heisenberg, 
discoverers, respectively, of the theory of relativity and quantum mechanics. It connects the history 
of modern physics to the life stories of these two extraordinary physicists.These discoveries laid the 
foundation of modern physics, without which our digitized world of computers, satellites, and innovative 
materials would not be possible. This book also describes in comprehensible terms the complicated 
science underlying the two discoveries.The twin biography highlights the parallels and differences of 
these two luminaries, showing how their work shaped the 20th century into the century of physics.

Genius & Anxiety

This lively chronicle of the years 1847­–1947—the century when the Jewish people changed how we see
 the world—is “[a] thrilling and tragic history…especially good on the ironies and chain-reaction intimacies
 that make a people and a past” (The Wall Street Journal). In a hundred-year period, a handful of men and
 women changed the world. Many of them are well known—Marx, Freud, Proust, Einstein, Kafka. Others
 have vanished from collective memory despite their enduring importance in our daily lives. Without Karl
 Landsteiner, for instance, there would be no blood transfusions or major surgery. Without Paul Ehrlich,
 no chemotherapy. Without Siegfried Marcus, no motor car. Without Rosalind Franklin, genetic science
 would look very different. Without Fritz Haber, there would not be enough food to sustain life on earth.
 What do these visionaries have in common? They all had Jewish origins. They all had a gift for thinking in
 wholly original, even earth-shattering ways. In 1847, the Jewish people made up less than 0.25% of the
 world’s population, and yet they saw what others could not. How? Why? Norman Lebrecht has devoted
 half of his life to pondering and researching the mindset of the Jewish intellectuals, writers, scientists,
 and thinkers who turned the tides of history and shaped the world today as we know it. In Genius &



 Anxiety, Lebrecht begins with the Communist Manifesto in 1847 and ends in 1947, when Israel was
 founded. This robust, magnificent, beautifully designed volume is “an urgent and moving history” (The
 Spectator, UK) and a celebration of Jewish genius and contribution

The Modernist Revolts

Have you ever wanted to dive deep into the world of modernism and truly understand its roots, devel-
opment, and impact on literature and art? Look no further than "The Modernist Revolts" by Otto Maria 
Carpeaux, a comprehensive analysis of modernism in Europe, the United States, and Latin America, 
now available in English for the first time. This book will provide you with a modernism education like 
no other, leaving you with an unparalleled understanding of this transformative movement. Otto Maria 
Carpeaux, a renowned literary critic, writer, and essayist, meticulously examines the most significant 
works and authors from Europe, the United States, and Latin America, highlighting their contributions 
to the modernist movement and the unique characteristics of each region. Throughout "The Modernist 
Revolts," Carpeaux discusses a wide array of authors, movements, and works, including the likes of 
Freud, Proust, Kafka, Joyce, Eliot, Pound, Woolf, Huxley, Borges, García Lorca, Pessoa, Bandeira, and 
the Andrade brothers, to name just a few. The book covers both prose and poetry, exploring the stylistic 
innovations that defined modernism and transformed Western literature. Not only does Carpeaux delve 
into the literary aspects of modernism, but he also investigates the influence of other artistic fields 
such as painting, music, and theater on the evolution of the movement. This interdisciplinary approach 
enriches the reader's understanding of the complex interactions between literature and other forms of 
artistic expression during the modernist period. "The Modernist Revolts" is an essential reference for 
students, researchers, and enthusiasts of modernist literature, offering a combination of scholarship 
and clear exposition. The English translation expands the reach of Carpeaux's work, allowing an 
even broader audience to appreciate his insightful analysis of modernism and its lasting impact on 
literature and art. "The Modernist Revolts" will provide you with an unparalleled understanding of this 
revolutionary movement, opening your eyes to the artistic and cultural transformations that took place 
in the 20th century.

Postcards from Absurdistan

A sweeping history of a twentieth-century Prague torn between fascism, communism, and democra-
cy—with lessons for a world again threatened by dictatorship Postcards from Absurdistan is a cultural 
and political history of Prague from 1938, when the Nazis destroyed Czechoslovakia’s artistically vibrant 
liberal democracy, to 1989, when the country’s socialist regime collapsed after more than four decades 
of communist dictatorship. Derek Sayer shows that Prague’s twentieth century, far from being a story 
of inexorable progress toward some “end of history,” whether fascist, communist, or democratic, was 
a tragicomedy of recurring nightmares played out in a land Czech dissidents dubbed Absurdistan. 
Situated in the eye of the storms that shaped the modern world, Prague holds up an unsettling 
mirror to the absurdities and dangers of our own times. In a brilliant narrative, Sayer weaves a vivid 
montage of the lives of individual Praguers—poets and politicians, architects and athletes, journalists 
and filmmakers, artists, musicians, and comedians—caught up in the crosscurrents of the turbulent 
half century following the Nazi invasion. This is the territory of the ideologist, the collaborator, the 
informer, the apparatchik, the dissident, the outsider, the torturer, and the refugee—not to mention 
the innocent bystander who is always looking the other way and Václav Havel’s greengrocer whose 
knowing complicity allows the show to go on. Over and over, Prague exposes modernity’s dreamworlds 
of progress as confections of kitsch. In a time when democracy is once again under global assault, 
Postcards from Absurdistan is an unforgettable portrait of a city that illuminates the predicaments of 
the modern world.

Rebirth of a Culture

After 1945, Jewish writing in German was almost unimaginable-and then only in reference to the Shoah. 
Only in the 1980s, after a period of mourning, silence, and processing of the trauma, did a new Jewish 
literature evolve in Germany and Austria. This volume focuses on the re-emergence of a lively Jewish 
cultural scene in the German-speaking countries and the various cultural forms of expression that have 
developed around it. Topics include current debates such as the emergence of a post-Waldheim Jewish 
discourse in Austria and Jewish responses to German unification and the Gulf wars. Other significant 
themes addressed are the memorialization of the Holocaust in Berlin and Vienna, the uses of Kafka 
in contemporary German literature, and the German and American-Jewish dialogue as representative 



of both the history of exile and the globalization of postmodern civilization. The volume is enhanced by 
contributions from some of the most significant representatives of German-Jewish writing today such 
as Esther Dischereit, Barbara Honigmann, Jeanette Lander, and Doron Rabinovici. The result is a lively 
dialogue between European and North American scholars and writers that captures the complexity and 
dynamism of Jewish culture in Germany and Austria at the turn of the twenty-first century.

God's Big Bang

God's Big Bang presents a short history of science starting with the Greek scientists of the sixth century 
B.C.E. and moving forward through the twentieth century A.D. The accomplishments of these brilliants 
minds are expressed in simple terms by a brief textual description or with an algebraic depiction. 
Because science is accumulative, it is important to have a background in these foundational sciences 
before moving on to the complication science of the Big Bang theory. Taking the unique approach of 
using Laplace's probability theory to show that the chances of random generation for the universe 
without intelligent design are infinitesimally small, God's Big Bang provides a new look at the creation 
of the universe and the world we live in.

Paganism - Christianity - Judaism

Now remembered primarily as Franz Kafta's friend and literary executor, Max Brod was an accom-
plishered thinker and writer in his own right. In this volume, he considers the nature and differences 
between Judaism and Christianity, addressing some of the most perplexing questions at the heart of 
human existence. “One of the most famous and widely discussed books of the 1920’s, Max Brod’s 
Paganism—Christianity—Judaism, has at last found its way into English translation to confront a new 
generation of readers. Max Brod is best remembered today as the literary editor and friend of Franz 
Kafka. In his day, however, he was the more famous of the two by far. A major novelist, playwright, poet, 
essayist, and composer, he was also, as this book demonstrates, a serious thinker on the perennial 
questions that are at the heart of human existence. . . .Some of his judgments are open to question. Still, 
with all its limitations, this is a forthright and passionate proclamation of the uniqueness of Judaism. 
Paganism—Christianity—Judaism was an intellectual and spiritual event when it was first published 
and it remains a valuable document even now.” —Rabbi Jack Riemer, Hadassah

Reading the Mind of God

This volume provides a wide-ranging introduction to Kepler’s work, with essays on his religion, his 
cosmological theories, his work in astronomy, astrology, optics and mathematics and his interactions 
with Tycho Brahe and Galileo Galilei. Kepler is a major figure in the history of science. His laws of 
planetary motion overthrew a tradition, going back as far as the ancient Greeks, of constructing the 
paths of planets by combinations of circles; and the derivation of the laws was revolutionary in the way 
it relied upon detailed agreement with observations. Moreover, the laws explicitly relate the motion and 
path of each planet to the Sun. Thus, when the tables that Kepler based upon the laws proved to be 
highly reliable over many decades, this played a crucial part in making heliocentrism acceptable. And 
many years after Kepler’s death the laws themselves played an important part in Newton’s derivation 
of the inverse square law of gravitation in his Principia (1687). In this respect, Kepler can look ‘modern’. 
But his work is grounded in his religious belief that the Universe is the visible expression of the nature 
of the God who created it. This book, whose chapters are written by leading scholars, is primarily 
addressed to undergraduate and graduate students of science and the history of science but will also 
appeal to the general reader with an interest in the history of science.

Path of Life

Explores the development of the ellipse and presents mathematical concepts within a rich, historical 
context The Ellipse features a unique, narrative approach when presenting the development of this 
mathematical fixture, revealing its parallels to mankind's advancement from the Counter-Reformation 
to the Enlightenment. Incorporating illuminating historical background and examples, the author brings 
together basic concepts from geometry, algebra, trigonometry, and calculus to uncover the ellipse 
as the shape of a planet's orbit around the sun. The book begins with a discussion that tells the 
story of man's pursuit of the ellipse, from Aristarchus to Newton's successful unveiling nearly two 
millenniums later. The narrative draws insightful similarities between mathematical developments and 
the advancement of the Greeks, Romans, Medieval Europe, and Renaissance Europe. The author 
begins each chapter by setting the historical backdrop that is pertinent to the mathematical material 



that is discussed, equipping readers with the knowledge to fully grasp the presented examples and 
derive the ellipse as the planetary pathway. All topics are presented in both historical and mathematical 
contexts, and additional mathematical excursions are clearly marked so that readers have a guidepost 
for the materials' relevance to the development of the ellipse. The Ellipse is an excellent book for 
courses on the history of mathematics at the undergraduate level. It is also a fascinating reference 
for mathematicians, engineers, or anyone with a general interest in historical mathematics.

The Ellipse

The Lord of Uraniborg is a comprehensive biography of Tycho Brahe, father of modern astronomy, 
famed alchemist and littérateur of the sixteenth-century Danish Renaissance. Written in a lively and 
engaging style, Victor Thoren's biography offers interesting perspectives on Tycho's life and presents 
alternative analyses of virtually every aspect of his scientific work. A range of readers interested in 
astronomy, history of astronomy and the history of science will find this book fascinating.

Max Reger

Prague consists of many layers of symbolic sites and buildings which chart the ever-evolving historical 
relationship between Germans, Jews, Czechs and the imprints left by their many rulers and conquerors, 
as Demetz reveals in this history of the city.

The Lord of Uraniborg

The most important scientist of the twentieth century and the most important artist had their periods 
of greatest creativity almost simultaneously and in remarkably similar circumstances. This fascinating 
parallel biography of Albert Einstein and Pablo Picasso as young men examines their greatest creations 
-- Picasso's Les Demoiselles d'Avignon and Einstein's special theory of relativity. Miller shows how 
these breakthroughs arose not only from within their respective fields but from larger currents in the 
intellectual culture of the times. Ultimately, Miller shows how Einstein and Picasso, in a deep and 
important sense, were both working on the same problem.

Prague in Black and Gold

'A highly entertaining story of literary friendship, epic legal battles and cultural politics centred on one 
of the most enigmatic writers of the 20th century' Financial Times When Franz Kafka died in 1924, 
his friend Max Brod could not bring himself to fulfil the writer’s last instruction: to burn his remaining 
manuscripts. Instead, Brod took them with him to Palestine in 1939, and devoted the rest of his life 
to editing and canonizing Kafka’s work. By betraying his last wish, Brod twice rescued his legacy – 
first from physical destruction, and then from obscurity. In Kafka’s Last Trial, Benjamin Balint offers a 
gripping account of the contest for ownership that followed, ending in Israeli courts with a controversial 
trial – brimming with legal, ethical, and political dilemmas – that would determine the fate of Kafka’s 
manuscripts. This is at once a biographical portrait of a literary genius, and the story of two countries 
whose national obsessions with overcoming the traumas of the past came to a head in a hotly contested 
trial for the right to claim the literary legacy of one of our modern masters.

Einstein, Picasso

This volume contains the lectures delivered at an international conference in Israel devoted to the 
topic of Franz Kafka (1883-1924) and Zionism. Kafka's interests in Hebrew, Yiddish, and Jewish 
Nationalism and his various relationships to his Zionist friends and his participation in Jewish national 
and Zionist-related activity are explored from a number of different critical vantage points. Likewise, his 
writings are considered within the specific framework of Jewish nationalism and Zionism.

The Redemption of Tycho Brahe

Czech-born playwright, novelist and poet Franz Werfel (1890-1945) became internationally famous(and 
a special target of the Nazis) after he wrote The Forty Days of Musa Dagh, the first novel about the 
Armenian Genocide. He later published the Catholic classic The Song of Bernadette, written after 
a deeply religious experience in Lourdes, a stop on his escape route to the United States through 
occupied France. Born into a wealthy family of Prague Jews, Werfel was torn between his Jewish 
identity and his attraction to Catholicism, between high art and popular success. He was friends with 
Franz Kafka and Max Brod in his youth and later and part of a larger Central European intellectual 



circle that included Sigmund Freud and Martin Buber. He married Alma Schindler-Mahler-Gropius 
(widow of composer Gustav Mahler and ex-wife of Bauhaus architect Walter Gropius). The couple fled 
Nazi-occupied Vienna in 1938 and became part of the German exile community of California. They 
lived in Beverly Hills where Werfel died, a successful Hollywood screenwriter. “This lovely book is more 
than a biography — a meditation on art, history and human life.” — John Simon, New York Times Book 
Review “An exemplary biography.” Edward Timms, The Times Literary Supplement “Jungk’s description 
of how he researched his subject is highly suspenseful and reads like a detective story.” — Der Spiegel 
“This exemplary biography recalls Werfel’s career and its vanished settings as part of the cultural history 
of the West. Mr. Jungk also provides a searing picture of Werfel’s wife, the famous Alma Mahler Gropius 
Werfel...” — The New Yorker “This biography, ostensibly the story of a life, is really a broad panorama 
of culture and history... It is Jungk’s genius to seduce us into following him into Werfel’s world, and to 
keep us there, completely enthralled.” — Die Welt

Tycho Brahe

A look at neglected aspects of the early career of one of the premier poets of the German language.

Kafka's Last Trial

Explore the sprawling network of culture to discover the incredible ways in which ideas connect to shape 
the world we see today. These mind-blowing essays dig down to the roots of stories, myths and literary 
genres, travelling from art to politics to history to folklore, and from high to popular culture and back 
again. Through an intricate web of sidenotes, embark on a voyage of discovery from the unluckiest 
book ever made to Viking horned helmets to the sex life of vampires …. or from mermaids frolicking in 
the margins to the ancient Amazons to the power of Amazon and on to Utopia and Atlantis … This is 
western culture as you’ve never seen it before.

Kafka, Zionism, and Beyond

The Scientific Revolution of the seventeenth century has often been called a decisive turning point in 
human history. It represents, for good or ill, the birth of modern science and modern ways of viewing 
the world. In What Galileo Saw, Lawrence Lipking offers a new perspective on how to understand 
what happened then, arguing that artistic imagination and creativity as much as rational thought 
played a critical role in creating new visions of science and in shaping stories about eye-opening 
discoveries in cosmology, natural history, engineering, and the life sciences.When Galileo saw the 
face of the Moon and the moons of Jupiter, Lipking writes, he had to picture a cosmos that could 
account for them. Kepler thought his geometry could open a window into the mind of God. Francis 
Bacon's natural history envisioned an order of things that would replace the illusions of language 
with solid evidence and transform notions of life and death. Descartes designed a hypothetical "Book 
of Nature" to explain how everything in the universe was constructed. Thomas Browne reconceived 
the boundaries of truth and error. Robert Hooke, like Leonardo, was both researcher and artist; his 
schemes illuminate the microscopic and the macrocosmic. And when Isaac Newton imagined nature 
as a coherent and comprehensive mathematical system, he redefined the goals of science and the 
meaning of genius.What Galileo Saw bridges the divide between science and art; it brings together 
Galileo and Milton, Bacon and Shakespeare. Lipking enters the minds and the workshops where the 
Scientific Revolution was fashioned, drawing on art, literature, and the history of science to reimagine 
how perceptions about the world and human life could change so drastically, and change forever.

Franz Werfel: A Life in Prague, Vienna, and Hollywood

The Weimar Republic began at 2:00 PM on November 9, 1918 when Philip Scheidemann declared from 
a second-story window in the Reich Chancellery to his hearers below that the German Reich was now a 
republic. It ended at 11:00 AM on January 30, 1933 when President Paul von Hindenburg named Adolf 
Hitler Chancellor. The Cultural Chronicle of the Weimar Republic is an account of significant cultural 
events in Germany during the time of the Weimar Republic. Weimar, already a German cultural mecca 
because Goethe and Schiller had lived and worked there 120 years earlier, emerged as a unique and 
experimental culture. Weimar culture was responsible for producing such icons as actress Marlene 
Dietrich, novels like All Quiet on the Western Front, musicals like The Threepenny Opera, the political 
cabaret, the Bauhaus School, and films like The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari and Metropolis. There were 
hundreds of premieres, performance debuts, exhibitions, works of fiction, and other cultural events that 
marked the Republic as Western Civilization's first modernist society. Modernism took many forms: 



the Einstein Tower in Berlin, the symphonies of Paul Hindemith, the paintings of Max Beckmann, the 
drawings of K the Kollwitz, the novels of Alfred D blin, the industrial designs of Ferdinand Porsche, the 
choreography of Mary Wigman, the acting of Ernst Deutsch, the plays of Expressionism. The Cultural 
Chronicle of the Weimar Republic presents these and scores of other modernist inscriptions worthy of 
note, while providing notations that inform readers of connections among individuals, art works, related 
cultural activities, and significant political and economic developments.

Young Rilke and His Time

Out of the massive research for an authoritative 1,500-page biography emerges this wunderkammer 
of 99 delightfully odd facts about Kafka In the course of compiling his highly acclaimed three-volume 
biography of Kafka, while foraying to libraries and archives from Prague to Israel, Reiner Stach made 
one astounding discovery after another: unexpected photographs, inconsistencies in handwritten texts, 
excerpts from letters, and testimonies from Kafka’s contemporaries that shed surprising light on his 
personality and his writing. Is that Kafka? presents the crystal granules of the real Kafka: he couldn’t 
lie, but he tried to cheat on his high-school exams; bitten by the fitness fad, he avidly followed the 
regime of a Danish exercise guru; he drew beautifully; he loved beer; he read biographies voraciously; 
he made the most beautiful presents, especially for children; odd things made him cry or made him 
furious; he adored slapstick. Every discovery by Stach turns on its head the stereotypical version of 
the tortured neurotic—and as each one chips away at the monolithic dark Kafka, the keynote, of all 
things, becomes laughter. For Is that Kafka? Stach has assembled 99 of his most exciting discoveries, 
culling the choicest, most entertaining bits, and adding his knowledge-able commentaries. Illustrated 
with dozens of previously unknown images, this volume is a singular literary pleasure.

The Life Fantastic

A unique chronicle of the hundred-year period when the Jewish people changed the world – and 
it changed them Marx, Freud, Proust, Einstein, Bernhardt and Kafka. Between the middle of the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries a few dozen men and women changed the way we see the world. 
But many have vanished from our collective memory despite their enduring importance in our daily 
lives. Without Karl Landsteiner, for instance, there would be no blood transfusions or major surgery. 
Without Paul Ehrlich no chemotherapy. Without Siegfried Marcus no motor car. Without Rosalind 
Franklin genetic science would look very different. Without Fritz Haber there would not be enough food 
to sustain life on earth. These visionaries all have something in common – their Jewish origins and a 
gift for thinking outside the box. In 1847 the Jewish people made up less than 0.25% of the world’s 
population, and yet they saw what others could not. How?

What Galileo Saw

Starting from the assumption that "time is the horizon of the meaning of Being" (Heidegger), Eternal 
God / Saving Time attempts to discover what the central religious idea of eternity or of God as "the 
Eternal" might mean today. Negotiating ideas of divine timelessness and sempiternity (everlastingness) 
as well as the attempts of some philosophers to develop the idea of a temporal God, Professor George 
Pattison surveys a range of positions from analytic philosophy and from the continental tradition from 
Spinoza through Hegel to the present. Intellectual and cultural forces have tended to separate time and 
eternity, and both philosophical and theological examples of this tendency are examined. Nevertheless, 
starting from the experience of life in time, some modern thinkers have developed a new approach to 
the Eternal as what grounds or gives time. This leads through ideas of novelty, utopia, hope, promise, 
and call to the projection of a creative and transformative memory--remembering the future--that affirms 
human solidarity and mutual responsibility. Even if this cannot be made good in terms of knowledge, 
it offers a basis for hope, prayer, and commitment and these options are explored through a range of 
Christian, Jewish, Greek, and secular thinkers. This development re-envisages the idea of redemption, 
away from the Augustinian view that time is what we need to be rescued from and towards the idea 
that time itself might save us from all that is destructive and tyrannical in time's rule over human life.

Abraham's Journey

This book offers an accessible and in-depth look at some of the most important episodes of two 
thousand years of mathematical history. Beginning with trigonometry and moving on through loga-
rithms, complex numbers, infinite series, and calculus, this book profiles some of the lesser known but 
crucial contributors to modern day mathematics. It is unique in its use of primary sources as well as its 



accessibility; a knowledge of first-year calculus is the only prerequisite. But undergraduate and graduate 
students alike will appreciate this glimpse into the fascinating process of mathematical creation. The 
history of math is an intercontinental journey, and this book showcases brilliant mathematicians from 
Greece, Egypt, and India, as well as Europe and the Islamic world. Several of the primary sources have 
never before been translated into English. Their interpretation is thorough and readable, and offers 
an excellent background for teachers of high school mathematics as well as anyone interested in the 
history of math.

Cultural Chronicle of the Weimar Republic

The bubbles were swirling all around me, massaging my body. As I luxuriated in this fantastic bath, I 
gasped realizing that those bubbles carried with them miniature galaxies bringing the entire Cosmos 
into my bathtub... Alfie is back. And so are George and other characters from the author’s previous 
book Einstein’s Enigma or Black Holes in My Bubble Bath. While the present book, Universe Unveiled 
- The Cosmos in My Bubble Bath, is completely independent, its storyline can be considered a sequel 
to the previous one. The scientific content spanning ancient world models to the most recent mysteries 
of cosmology is presented in an entirely nontechnical and descriptive style through the discussions 
between Alfie, the enlightened learner, and George, professor of astrophysics. Fantasies, based on 
these discussions that cover the scientific facts, are created by the magical bubble baths taken by Alfie. 
Universe Unveiled blends accurate science with philosophy, drama, humour, and fantasy to create an 
exciting cosmic journey that reads like a novel and educates as it entertains. “Spurred by a series of 
mind-bending discoveries, Man’s millennial love affair with the stars has now reached fever pitch. No 
one writing today is better positioned to evoke the romance and beauty of these cosmic discoveries 
than Vishveshwara. A leading expert in Einstein’s relativity theory, he brings a lyrical voice and a poetic 
sensibility to this joyful task. Universe Unveiled, a unique literary creation, transports readers into 
believing they can actually hear the music of the spheres.” Professor Robert Fuller, Former President, 
Oberlin College (USA) Author of Somebodies and Nobodies: Overcoming the Abuse of Rank

Is that Kafka?: 99 Finds

This book explores Brahe's wide range of activities which encompass much more than his reputed 
role of astronomer. Christianson broadens this singular perspective by portraying Brahe as Platonic 
philosopher, Paracelsian chemist, Ovidian poet, and devoted family man. This pioneering study in-
cludes capsule biographies of two dozen men and women, including Johannes Kepler, Willebrord Snel, 
Willem Blaeu, several bishops and numerous technical specialists all of whom helped shape the culture 
of the Scientific Revolution. Under Tycho Brahe's leadership, their teamwork achieved breakthroughs 
in astronomy, scientific method, and research organization that were essential to the birth of modern 
science.

Genius and Anxiety

Although the development of ideas about the motion and trajectory of comets has been investigated 
piecemeal, we lack a comprehensive and detailed survey of ph- ical theories of comets. The available 
works either illustrate relatively short periods in the history of physical cometology or portray a 
landscape view without adequate details. The present study is an attempt to review – with more details 
– the major physical theories of comets in the past two millennia, from Aristotle to Whipple. My research, 
however, did not begin with antiquity. The basic question from which this project originated was a simple 
inquiry about the cosmic identity of comets at the dawn of the astronomical revolution: how did natural 
philosophers and astronomers define the nature and place of a new category of celestial objects – 
comets – after Brahe’s estimation of cometary distances? It was from this turning point in the history of 
cometary theories that I expanded my studies in both the pre-modern and modern eras. A study starting 
merely from Brahe and ending with Newton, without covering classical and medieval thought about 
comets, would be incomplete and leave the fascinating achievements of post-Newtonian cometology 
unexplored.

Albert Einstein

Eternal God/saving Time
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