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Explore the vibrant intersection of ancient melodies and modern narratives with this collection focusing 
on contemporary Chinese folk stories. Discover how traditional themes and musical elements are 
reimagined to reflect current society, offering unique insights into the evolving cultural landscape of 
China. Dive into compelling tales that blend the heart of folk traditions with the spirit of the present day.

Our digital platform gives open access to thousands of research journals worldwide.

Thank you for choosing our website as your source of information.
The document Modern Chinese Storytelling Songs is now available for you to access.
We provide it completely free with no restrictions.

We are committed to offering authentic materials only.
Every item has been carefully selected to ensure reliability.
This way, you can use it confidently for your purposes.

We hope this document will be of great benefit to you.
We look forward to your next visit to our website.
Wishing you continued success.

In digital libraries across the web, this document is searched intensively.
Your visit here means you found the right place.
We are offering the complete full version Modern Chinese Storytelling Songs for free.

Chinese Folklore Studies Today

Chinese folklorists are well acquainted with the work of their English-language colleagues, but until 
recently the same could not be said about American scholars’ knowledge of Chinese folkloristics. 
Chinese Folklore Studies Today aims to address this knowledge gap by illustrating the dynamics of 
contemporary folklore studies in China as seen through the eyes of the up-and-coming generation 
of scholars. Contributors to this volume focuses on topics that have long been the dominant areas 
of folklore studies in China, including myth, folk song, and cultural heritage, as well as topics that 
are new to the field, such as urban folklore and women’s folklore. The ethnographic case studies 
presented here represent a broad range of geographic areas within mainland China and also introduce 
English-language readers to relevant Chinese literature on each topic, creating the foundation for 
further cross-cultural collaborations between English-language and Chinese folkloristics.

All About China

Take the whole family on a whirlwind tour of Chinese culture and history with this award-winning, 
delightfully illustrated book complete with stories, activities, and games. This Chinese children's book is 
perfect for educators and parents wishing to teach kids about this fascinating Asian country. Travel from 
the stone age through the dynasties to the present day with songs and crafts for kids that will educate 
them about Chinese language and the Chinese way of life. With All About China kids will: Discover 
fantastic Chinese tales about the creation of the earth and the origin of the Moon Goddess Delve into 
China's multifaceted cultural heritage, visit breathtaking sites, and learn Chinese folk songs Take a 
crack at solving a tangram shape puzzle Learn about the twelve Chinese zodiac animals Try their hand 
at making a traditional brush painting of a panda, bamboo, and other motifs A timeless Chinese book 
for kids and parents to treasure together, All About China offers not only the essential facts about this 
unique country but also conveys the innovative spirit that makes it one-of-a-kind. **Winner of Creative 
Child Magazine 2015 Preferred Choice Award** **Winner of the Independent Publisher Book Award 
Silver Medal** **Winner of Moonbeam Children's Book Awards 2015 Silver Medal**
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When itinerant singers from China’s countryside become iconic artists, worlds collide. The lives and 
performances of these representative singers become sites for conversations between the rural and 
urban, local and national, folk and elite, and traditional and modern. In Song King: Connecting People, 
Places, and Past in Contemporary China, Levi S. Gibbs examines the life and performances of 
“Folksong King of Western China” Wang Xiangrong (b. 1952) and explores how itinerant performers 
come to serve as representative symbols straddling different groups, connecting diverse audiences, 
and shifting between amorphous, place-based local, regional, and national identities. Moving from 
place to place, these border walkers embody connections between a range of localities, presenting 
audiences with traditional, modern, rural, and urban identities among which to continually reposition 
themselves in an evolving world. Born in a small mountain village near the intersection of the Great 
Wall and the Yellow River in a border region with a rich history of migration, Wang Xiangrong was 
exposed to a wide range of songs as a child. The songs of Wang’s youth prepared him to create 
a repertoire of region-representing pieces and mediate between regions, nations, and multinational 
corporations in national and international performances. During the course of a career that included 
meeting Deng Xiaoping in 1980 and running with the Olympic torch in 2008, Wang’s life, songs, and 
performances have come to highlight various facets of social identity in contemporary China. Drawing 
on extensive fieldwork with Wang and other professional folksingers from northern Shaanxi province 
at weddings, Chinese New Year galas, business openings, and Christmas concerts, Song King argues 
that songs act as public conversations people can join in on. As song kings and queens fuse personal 
and collective narratives in performances of iconic songs, they provide audiences with compelling 
models for socializing personal experience, negotiating a sense of self and group in an ever-changing 
world.

The Performing Arts in Contemporary China

First published in 1981. The overthrow of the 'gang of four' in October 1976 had profound effects in all 
areas of Chinese society, and probably nowhere can this be more clearly seen than in the performing 
arts. Jiang Qing, Mao Zedong's widow, was strongly interested in the performing arts and exercised 
great influence over them. This book describes her influence and the effects its removal had on the arts. 
Although the period covered is mainly that since the death of Mao, there is also considerable reference 
to the years following the Cultural Revolution.

A History of Contemporary Chinese Literature

From 2006 International Law FORUM du droit international and Non-State Actors and International 
Law have merged into a new journal: International Community Law Review. For more details see: 
International Community Law Review

Words and Their Stories

In spite of dislocations and ruptures in China’s revolutionary language, to rethink this discourse is to 
revisit a history in terms of sedimented layers of linguistic meanings and political aspirations. Earlier 
meanings of revolutionary words may persist or coexist with non-revolutionary rivals. Recovery of the 
vital uses of key revolutionary words projects critical alternatives in which contemporary capitalist myths 
can be contested.

Encyclopedia of Contemporary Chinese Culture

First Published in 2009. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Oral Traditions in Contemporary China

Through a historical survey and analyses of oral traditions like fairy tales, proverbs, and ballads, among 
others, that are still in vigorous practice in China today, this informative and stimulating book proposes 
a theoretical framework for interpreting how and why traditions continue or discontinue in any culture.

Defending Rights in Contemporary China

The growth of rights defence movements in China reflects the increasing capacity of Chinese citizens to 
shape their own civic discourse in order to achieve diverse goals. Rights defence campaigns have taken 
novel forms which are unprecedented in China, including the use of the Internet by rights campaigners, 
the development of rights entrepreneurs, and the selection of representatives and leaders in rights 



defence campaigns. Defending Rights in Contemporary China offers the first comprehensive analysis 
of the emergence and development of notions of rights defence, or weiquan, in China. Further, it 
shows that rights defence campaigns reflect the changing lives and priorities of Chinese citizens, both 
urban and rural, and the changing distribution of power in China. The Chinese government first used 
rights defence to promote the law and protect the rights of the weak. But the use of rights defence 
strategies by private citizens, and lawyers also demonstrates changing power structures – in areas as 
diverse as private property rights, rights for the handicapped, corruption claims and grievances with 
officials. In this book, Jonathan Benney argues that the idea of rights defence has gone from being 
a tool of the government to being a tool to attack the party-state, and explores the consequences 
of this controversial activist movement. This book offers essential insight into the development of 
rights in contemporary China and will be highly relevant for students, scholars and specialists in legal 
developments in Asia as well as anyone interested in social movements in China.

Jazz in Contemporary China

Based on interviews, conversations, and observations drawn from extensive field research, Jazz 
in Contemporary China: Shifting Sounds, Rising Scenes explores the current developments and 
conditions of Chinese jazz. Negotiating socio-political, cultural, and spatial phenomena, the author 
provides unique insights for understanding China’s modern history through its happenings in jazz, 
unveiling an insider’s look at the musicians and individuals who populate and propel these scenes. 
This first-hand perspective illuminates how jazz generates and disseminates practices of creativity and 
individuality in twenty-first-century China.

Folk Literati, Contested Tradition, and Heritage in Contemporary China

In this important ethnography Ziying You explores the role of the "folk literati" in negotiating, defining, 
and maintaining local cultural heritage. Expanding on the idea of the elite literati—a widely studied 
pre-modern Chinese social group, influential in cultural production—the folk literati are defined as those 
who are skilled in classical Chinese, knowledgeable about local traditions, and capable of representing 
them in writing. The folk literati work to maintain cultural continuity, a concept that is expressed locally 
through the vernacular phrase: "incense is kept burning." You's research focuses on a few small villages 
in Hongtong County, Shanxi Province in contemporary China. Through a careful synthesis of oral 
interviews, participant observation, and textual analysis, You presents the important role the folk literati 
play in reproducing local traditions and continuing stigmatized beliefs in a community context. She 
demonstrates how eight folk literati have reconstructed, shifted, and negotiated local worship traditions 
around the ancient sage-Kings Yao and Shun as well as Ehuang and Nüying, Yao's two daughters 
and Shun's two wives. You highlights how these individuals' conflictive relationships have shaped and 
reflected different local beliefs, myths, legends, and history in the course of tradition preservation. She 
concludes her study by placing these local traditions in the broader context of Chinese cultural policy 
and UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage program, documenting how national and international 
discourses impact actual traditions, and the conversations about them, on the ground.

An Intellectual History of Modern China

This book is the only comprehensive book on modern China's intellectual history.

To Be a Minority Teacher in a Foreign Culture

This open access book offers in depth knowledge on the challenges and opportunities offered by the 
inclusion of minority teachers in mainstream educational settings from an international perspective. 
It aims to be a unique and important contribution for scholars, policy-makers, and practitioners 
considering the complexities brought about by global trends into national/local educational systems and 
settings. It will also serve to guide future research, policy, and practice in this important field of inquiry. 
The work will contribute answers to questions such as: How do immigrant/minority teachers experience 
their work in mainstream educational settings?; How do mainstream shareholders experience the 
inclusion of immigrant/minority teachers in mainstream educational settings?; What is the effect of 
the successful (and/or unsuccessful) integration of minority teachers and teacher educators into 
mainstream education settings?.

Contemporary Chinese Stories



This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Wanton Women in Late-Imperial Chinese Literature

In Wanton Women in Late-Imperial Chinese Literature, the essay contributors explore how from the late 
Ming onward images of sexually transgressive women developed across a range of genres as women 
and men addressed tensions between past ideals and lived worlds.

Dangerous Tunes

Barbara Mittler's book is the first comprehensive monographic study of China's New Music written in a 
Western language. It deals with two key points of contention: the effects of politics on the development of 
Chinese New Music, and the importance of China's indigenous musical traditions for the development 
of her New Music. In many ways, it is a handbook to New Chinese Music as it provides biographical 
and musicological sketches of the greater number of China's composers. As a reference work it will 
thus be of interest to libraries as well as to musicologists and music impressarios. The book is unique 
as a comparative study of New Chinese Music under three different political systems. Its conclusions, 
the discovery of (and explanations for) inherent similarities in those three New Musics will be of interest 
to sinologists in the field of politics and cultural studies.

The Pearl Jacket and Other Stories

"Modern Chinese fiction . . . looks to have made a great leap towards the bookshelves of [Western] 
readers."—Guardian Hugely popular in China, flash fiction is poised to be the most exciting new devel-
opment in contemporary Chinese literature in a decade. Integrating both vernacular and contemporary 
styles while embracing new technologies such as text messaging (SMS) and blogging, contemporary 
Chinese flash fiction represents the voice of a civilization at the brink of a startling and unprecedented 
transformation. This collection features 120 short-short stories (from 100 to 300 words each), written 
by some of China's most dynamic and versatile authors. Dong Rui's The Pearl Jacket offers a glimpse 
of the real and surreal in human evolution, Chen Qiyou's Butterfly Forever brings an ancient Chinese 
literary motif into a startling modern context, while Liu Jianchao's Concerned Departments mocks 
the staggering complexity of life in the new urban China. Traditional, experimental, and avant-garde, 
The Pearl Jacket and Other Stories will reinvigorate the position of young Chinese writers as a major 
presence in contemporary literature. Their voices breathe new energy into modern Chinese literature, 
leaving the literary and societal stagnation of the Cultural Revolution behind as a distant memory. 
Shouhua Qi is an associate professor of English at Western Connecticut State University. He is the 
author of Red Guard Fantasies and Other Stories and When the Purple Mountain Burns. He is one of 
the foremost experts (and translators) of the novels of Thomas Hardy.



The Cambridge History of China

This is the first reference book to digest this vast cultural output and make it accessible to the 
English-speaking world. It contains nearly 1,200 entries written by an international team of specialists, 
to enable readers to explore a range of diverse and fascinating cultural subjects from prisons to rock 
groups, underground Christian churches to TV talk shows and radio hotlines. Experimental artists with 
names such as 'Big-Tailed Elephants' and 'The North-Pole Group' nestle between the covers alongside 
entries on lotteries, gay cinema, political jokes, sex shops, theme parks, 'New Authoritarians' and 'Little 
Emperors'. While the focus of the Encyclopedia of Contemporary Chinese Culture is on mainland China 
since 1980, it also includes longer, specially commissioned entries on various aspects of contemporary 
culture in Hong Kong and Taiwan. Including full and up-to-date references for further reading, this is 
an indispensable reference tool for all teachers and students of contemporary Chinese culture. It will 
also be warmly embraced as an invaluable source of cultural context by tourists, journalists, business 
people and others who visit China.

Encyclopedia of Contemporary Chinese Culture

This volume presents a broad range of writings on modern Chinese literature. Of the fifty-five essays 
included, forty-seven are translated here for the first time, including two essays by Lu Xun. In addition, 
the editor has provided an extensive general introduction and shorter introductions to the five parts 
of the book, historical background, a synthesis of current scholarship on modern views of Chinese 
literature, and an original thesis on the complex formation of Chinese literary modernity. The collection 
reflects both the mainstream Marxist interpretation of the literary values of modern China and the 
marginalized views proscribed, at one time or another, by the leftist canon. It offers a full spectrum of 
modern Chinese perceptions of fundamental literary issues.

Modern Chinese Literary Thought

One of the characteristics of folk tales, i.e., stories that are popular among the common people, 
sometimes termed "legends\

Chinese Folk Story Vol 1-Intermediate Chinese Reading for HSK 4-HSK 6

Ya-Hui Cheng examines the emergence of popular music genres – jazz, rock, and hip-hop – in 
Chinese society, covering the social underpinnings that shaped the development of popular music 
in China and Taiwan, from imperialism to westernization and from modernization to globalization. 
The political sensitivities across the strait have long eclipsed the discussion of these shared sonic 
intimacies. It was not until the rise of the digital age, when entertainment programs from China and 
Taiwan reached social media on a global scale, that audiences realized the existence of this sonic 
reciprocation. Analyzing Chinese pentatonicism and popular songs published from 1927 to the present, 
this book discusses structural elements in Chinese popular music to show how they aligned closely with 
Chinese folk traditions. While the influences from Western genres are inevitable under the phenomenon 
of globalization, Chinese songwriters utilized these Western inspirations to modernize their musical 
traditions. It is a sensitivity for exhibiting cultural identities that enabled popular music to present a 
unique Chinese global image while transcending political discord and unifying mass cultures across 
the strait.

The Evolution of Chinese Popular Music

Featuring the work of renowned scholars, this anthology provides an introduction to Chinese aesthetics 
and literature.

Chinese Aesthetics and Literature

By the end of the nineteenth century, after a long period during which the weakness of China became 
ever more obvious, intellectuals began to go abroad for new ideas. What emerged was a musical 
genre that Liu Chingchih terms "New Music." With no direct ties to traditional Chinese music, New 
Music reflects the compositional techniques and musical idioms of eighteenth, nineteenth and early 
twentieth–century European styles. Liu traces the genesis and development of New Music throughout 
the twentieth century, deftly examining the cultural, social, and political forces that shaped New Music 
and its uses by politicians and the government.

A Critical History of New Music in China



An American storyteller's immersion In the Chinese folktale tradition "Having traveled on the same 
People to People Ambassador journey to China with Julie, I have seen Julie's anthology from inception 
to fruition. It is a masterful, engaging, informative and scholarly addition to our understanding and 
appreciation of Chinese culture, particularly storytelling and folk traditions, from ancient days to today. 
Practicing storytellers will especially appreciate her tips for telling and context clues at the end of each 
story." --Judith Heineman, storyteller, producer and Illinois Humanities Road Scholar

Old China Through the Eyes of a Storyteller

Looking at musical globalization and vocal music, this collection of essays studies the complex 
relationship between the human voice and cultural identity in 20th- and 21st-century music in both 
East Asian and Western music. The authors approach musical meaning in specific case studies 
against the background of general trends of cultural globalization and the construction/deconstruction 
of identity produced by human (and artificial) voices. The essays proceed from different angles, notably 
sociocultural and historical contexts, philosophical and literary aesthetics, vocal technique, analysis 
of vocal microstructures, text/phonetics-music-relationships, historical vocal sources or models for 
contemporary art and pop music, and areas of conflict between vocalization, "ethnicity," and cultural 
identity. They pinpoint crucial topical features that have shaped identity-discourses in art and popular 
musical situations since the1950s, with a special focus on the past two decades. The volume thus 
offers a unique compilation of texts on the human voice in a period of heightened cultural globalization 
by utilizing systematic methodological research and firsthand accounts on compositional practice by 
current Asian and Western authors.

Vocal Music and Contemporary Identities

This colorfully illustrated multicultural children's book presents Chinese fairy tales and other folk 
stories—providing insight into a rich literary culture. Chinese Children's Favorite Stories is a delightful 
selection of thirteen Chinese folktales as told by author-illustrator Mingmei Yip. Inspired by her father's 
nightly story-telling adventures when she was a child, Yip hopes that by "retelling some of these 
thousand-year-old Chinese stories," she can pass along Chinese folklore and fables to many readers. 
Retold for an international audience, the beautifully illustrated stories will give children aged five to ten 
in other countries a glimpse into traditional Chinese culture. The Children's Favorite Stories series was 
created to share the folktales and legends most beloved by children in the East with young readers 
of all backgrounds in the West. In Chinese Children's Favorite Stories, discover the many delightful 
characters—from a monkey and fairy, to ghosts and frogs—in stories such as: The Mouse Bride Dream 
of the Butterfly The Ghost Catcher The Frog Who Lived in a Well How the Fox Tricked the Tiger The 
Monkey King Turns the Heavenly Palace Upside Down The Children's Favorite Stories series was 
created to share the folktales and legends most beloved by children in the East with young readers of 
all backgrounds in the West. Other multicultural children's books in this series include: Asian Children's 
Favorite Stories, Indian Children's Favorite Stories, Indonesian Children's Favorite Stories, Japanese 
Children's Favorite Stories, Singapore Children's Favorite Stories, Favorite Children's Stories from 
China & Tibet, Korean Children's Favorite Stories, Balinese Children's Favorite Stories, and Vietnamese 
Children's Favorite Stories.

Chinese Children's Favorite Stories

Faces of Tradition in Chinese Performing Arts examines the key role of the individual in the development 
of traditional Chinese performing arts such as music and dance. These artists and their artistic 
works–the "faces of tradition"–come to represent and reconfigure broader fields of cultural production 
in China today. The contributors to this volume explore the ways in which performances and recordings, 
including singing competitions, textual anthologies, ethnographic videos, and CD albums, serve as 
discursive spaces where individuals engage with and redefine larger traditions and themselves. By 
focusing on the performance, scholarship, collection, and teaching of instrumental music, folksong, 
and classical dance from a variety of disciplines–these case studies highlight the importance of the 
individual in determining how traditions have been and are represented, maintained, and cultivated.

Faces of Tradition in Chinese Performing Arts

Comparative Literature is changing fast with methodologies, topics, and research interests emerging 
and remerging. The fifth volume of ICLA 2016 proceedings, Dialogues between Media, focuses on 
the current interest in inter-arts studies, as well as papers on comics studies, further testimony to the 



fact that comics have truly arrived in mainstream academic discourse. "Adaptation" is a key term for 
the studies presented in this volume; various articles discuss the adaptation of literary source texts in 
different target media - cinematic versions, comics adaptations, TV series, theatre, and opera. Essays 
on the interplay of media beyond adaptation further show many of the strands that are woven into 
dialogues between media, and thus the expanding range of comparative literature.

Dialogues between Media

Fuelled by forces of globalization, China has gradually shifted from a centrally planned economy to a 
socialist market economy. Under the market economy China has experienced a massive and protracted 
economic boom. It is not clear however whether recent economic changes have brought the same 
miracle to education in China. Spotlight on China brings together established and emerging scholars 
from China and internationally in a dialogue about the profound social and economic transformation 
that has resulted from the market economy and its concomitant impact on education in China. The book 
covers a wide range of topics, including: • Market economy and curriculum reform• Teaching under 
China’s market economy• Changes in higher education• Transitions from education to work • Market 
economy and social inequality With its broad scope and fresh critical perspectives, this collection offers 
a most contemporary and comprehensive analysis of possibly the largest education system in the world. 
Lessons learned from the China experiment will inform researchers and educators about social and 
educational reforms in other countries which are undergoing similar fundamental changes. Spotlight on 
China provides a state of the art picture: dynamic, partial, full of contradictions and tensions, and, as we 
speak, in movement and local reconfiguration.” – Allan Luke, Queensland University of Technology. “The 
book moves social science research on China’s education another step forward by refining the balance 
between the viability of mainstream western concepts and the analytical possibilities of creating a new 
scholarship based on a deeper understanding of the historically grounded realities of contemporary 
Chinese education.” – Gerard A. Postiglione, The University of Hong Kong"

Spotlight on China

Acting the Right Part is a cultural history of huaju (modern Chinese drama) from 1966 to 1996. Xiaomei 
Chen situates her study both in the context of Chinese literary and cultural history and in the context 
of comparative drama and theater, cultural studies, and critical issues relevant to national theater 
worldwide. Following a discussion of the marginality of modern Chinese drama in relation to other 
genres, periods, and cultures, early chapters focus on the dynamic relationship between theater and 
revolution. Chosen during the Cultural Revolution as the exclusive artistic vehicle to promote proletariat 
art, "model theater" raises important questions about the complex relationships between women, 
memory, nation/state, revolution, and visual culture. Throughout this study, Chen argues that dramatic 
norms inform both theatrical performance and everyday political behavior in contemporary China.

Acting the Right Part

Chinese theatre underwent a great experiment under the cultural revolution. Using the reformed Beijing 
operas as models, the whole range of theatre arts, from straight plays to acrobatics and from ballet 
to ballads saw a profound transformation. Alongside the professional theatre, an upsurge of workers’ 
and peasants’ amateur theatre stimulated new developments. This book, first published in 1978, 
sketches the historical background to these changes and offers a factual survey of the main forms 
and characteristics of Chinese theatre at the time. It traces the rise of the new drama since 1949 
and explores the political principles underlying the reforms. It examines the new amateur theatre and 
describes typical plays and operas staged in China.

Contemporary Chinese Theatre

The Book of Songs (or Shi-jing), the oldest existing anthology of Chinese poetry, comprises 305 
works created over centuries. Some feature lyrics in simple language that reflects the common people, 
addressing love and courtship, political satire, and protest. Others focus on court life and dynasties; 
nearly all rhyme. This stunning dual-language edition features 32 beautiful verses, including "Se Miu," 
about a man exhaustedly working for the king, and "Odes Of Yong (Bo Zhou)," a melancholy love poem.

Book of Songs (Shi-Jing)



Introduction to shan'ge, the most popular type of rural Chinese folk song, and to the master performers, 
the 'kings' and 'queens' of this genre. A major focus of this study is monothematism: the existence of 
'one-tune' folk song areas, where singers perform the bulk of their lyrics to a single tune or to two or three 
closely related tune forms. Monothematism is examined here in relation to tune variation, processes of 
remembering, and mechanisms of oral transmission.

Chinese Folk Songs and Folk Singers

This is the first comprehensive study of popular culture in twentieth-century China, and of its political 
impact during the Sino-Japanese War of 1937-1945 (known in China as "The War of Resistance against 
Japan"). Chang-tai Hung shows in compelling detail how Chinese resisters used a variety of popular 
cultural forms—especially dramas, cartoons, and newspapers—to reach out to the rural audience and 
galvanize support for the war cause. While the Nationalists used popular culture as a patriotic tool, the 
Communists refashioned it into a socialist propaganda instrument, creating lively symbols of peasant 
heroes and joyful images of village life under their rule. In the end, Hung argues, the Communists' use 
of popular culture contributed to their victory in revolution.

War and Popular Culture

Chinese art has experienced its most profound metamorphosis since the early 1950s, transforming 
from humble realism to socialist realism, from revolutionary art to critical realism, then avant-garde 
movement, and globalized Chinese art. With a hybrid mix of Chinese philosophy, imported but revised 
Marxist ideology, and western humanities, Chinese artists have created an alternative approach – 
after a great ideological and aesthetic transition in the 1980s – toward its own contemporaneity 
though interacting and intertwining with the art of rest of the world. This book will investigate, from 
the perspective of an activist, critic, and historian who grew up prior to and participated in the great 
transition, and then researched and taught the subject, the evolution of Chinese art in modern and 
contemporary times. The volume will be a comprehensive and insightful history of the one of the most 
sophisticated and unparalleled artistic and cultural phenomena in the modern world.

A History of Contemporary Chinese Art

The question "what is Chinese music?" has often been asked but the answer is not easy to give. With a 
history which spans over many thousand years, Chinese music has undergone considerable changes 
due to racial interaction as a result of wars and conquests. Many books have been written on the subject 
but they tend to cater to specialists and do not reach the general public. Hence the need for the present 
volume. The book is designed as a general description, supported by recent discoveries and research. 
Anecdotes, poems and numerous illustrations are used so that the book not only gives the reader an 
idea of what Chinese music is but also how it is related to its culture, literature and art. Combining the 
technical with the literary and artistic is not an easy task. The risk is that the result may be too technical 
for the layman and not learned enough for the specialist. It is hoped, however, that the reader will find 
here something informative as well as entertaining.

Jade Flute

Ethnic and Cultural Identity in Music and Song Lyrics looks at a variety of popular and folk music 
from around the world, with examples of British, Slovene, Chinese and American songs, poems and 
musicals. Charles Taylor says that “it is through story that we find or devise ways of living bearably in 
time”; one can make the same claim for music. Inexorably tied to time, to the measure of the beat, but 
freed from time by the polysemous potential of the words, song rapidly becomes “our” song, helping 
to cement memory and community, to make the past comprehensible and the present bearable. The 
authors of the fifteen chapters in this volume demonstrate how lyrics set to music can reflect, express 
and construct collective identities, both traditional and contemporary.

Ethnic and Cultural Identity in Music and Song Lyrics

In The Oxford Handbook of Music in China and the Chinese Diaspora, twenty-three scholars advance 
knowledge and understandings of Chinese music studies. Each contribution develops a theoretical 
model to illuminate new insights into a key musical genre or context. This handbook is categorized into 
three parts. In Part One, authors explore the extensive, remarkable, and polyvocal historical legacies 
of Chinese music. Ranging from archaeological findings to the creation of music history, chapters 



address enduring historical practices and emerging cultural expressions. Part Two focuses on evolving 
practice across a spectrum of key instrumental and vocal genres. Each chapter provides a portrait 
of musical change, tying musical transformations to the social dimensions underpinning that change. 
Part Three responds to the role that prominent issues, including sexuality, humanism, the amateur, and 
ethnicity, play in the broad field of Chinese music studies. Scholars present systematic orientations for 
researchers in the third decade of the twenty-first century. This volume incorporates extensive input 
from researchers based in China, Taiwan, and among Chinese communities across the world. Using 
a model of collaborative inquiry, The Oxford Handbook of Music in China and the Chinese Diaspora 
features diverse insider voices alongside authors positioned across the anglophone world.

The Oxford Handbook of Music in China and the Chinese Diaspora

In the years since the death of Mao Zedong, interest in Chinese writers and Chinese literature has risen 
significantly in the West. In 2000, Gao Xingjian became the first Chinese writer to receive the Nobel 
Prize for Literature followed by Mo Yan in 2012, and writers such as Ha Jin and Da Sijie have also 
become well known in the West. Despite this progress, the vast majority of Chinese writers remain 
largely unknown outside of China. This book introduces the lives and works of eighty contemporary 
Chinese writers, and focuses on writers from the "Rightist" generation (Bai Hua, Gao Xiaosheng, Liu 
Shaotang), writers of the Red Guard generation (Li Rui, Wang Anyi), Post-Cultural Revolution Writers, 
as well as others. Unlike earlier works, it provides detailed, often first-hand, biographical information on 
this wide range of writers, including their career trajectories, major themes and artistic characteristics. 
In addition to this, each entry includes a critical presentation and evaluation of the writer’s major 
works, a selected bibliography of publications that includes works in Chinese, works translated into 
English, and critical articles and books available in English. Offering a valuable contribution to the 
field of contemporary Chinese literature by making detailed information about Chinese writers more 
accessible, this book will be of interest to students and scholars Chinese Literature, Contemporary 
Literature and Chinese Studies.

Contemporary Chinese Fiction Writers
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