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Meet Becker, a highly dedicated researcher renowned for meticulous scientific investigation. As 
an accomplished academic expert, Becker consistently performs in-depth data analysis to uncover 
valuable insights and drive new discoveries within their field, contributing significantly to advancements 
and knowledge.
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Becker the Researcher

An inspiring narrative of discovery and a cautionary tale of a man's strength of purpose finally 
undermined by principled stubbornness-a complicated human tale of science in the 20th century.

Tricks of the Trade

Drawing on more than four decades of experience as a researcher and teacher, Howard Becker now 
brings to students and researchers the many valuable techniques he has learned. Tricks of the Trade will 
help students learn how to think about research projects. Assisted by Becker's sage advice, students 
can make better sense of their research and simultaneously generate fresh ideas on where to look 
next for new data. The tricks cover four broad areas of social science: the creation of the "imagery" 
to guide research; methods of "sampling" to generate maximum variety in the data; the development 
of "concepts" to organize findings; and the use of "logical" methods to explore systematically the 
implications of what is found. Becker's advice ranges from simple tricks such as changing an interview 
question from "Why?" to "How?" (as a way of getting people to talk without asking for a justification) 
to more technical tricks such as how to manipulate truth tables. Becker has extracted these tricks 
from a variety of fields such as art history, anthropology, sociology, literature, and philosophy; and 
his dazzling variety of references ranges from James Agee to Ludwig Wittgenstein. Becker finds the 
common principles that lie behind good social science work, principles that apply to both quantitative 
and qualitative research. He offers practical advice, ideas students can apply to their data with the 
confidence that they will return with something they hadn't thought of before. Like Writing for Social 
Scientists, Tricks of the Trade will bring aid and comfort to generations of students. Written in the 
informal, accessible style for which Becker is known, this book will be an essential resource for students 
in a wide variety of fields. "An instant classic. . . . Becker's stories and reflections make a great book, 
one that will find its way into the hands of a great many social scientists, and as with everything he 
writes, it is lively and accessible, a joy to read."—Charles Ragin, Northwestern University
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Pam Denicolo and Lucinda Becker recognize the importance of developing an effective research 
proposal for gaining either a place on a research degree program or funding to support research 
projects and set out to explore the main factors that that proposal writers need to attend to in developing 
successful proposals of their own. Developing Research Proposals will help readers to understand the 
context within which their proposal will be read, what the reviewers are looking for and will be influenced 
by, while also supporting the development of relevant skills through advice and practical activities.

Presenting Your Research

For many researchers, the need to present relevant and engaging material in the most effective way 
in an unfamiliar setting presents a potential barrier to their success as professionals. This handy guide 
tackles the obstacles to effective and successful presentations, considering the range of material which 
might be presented, the occasions which suit different types of material and the skills needed to present 
research in a way that is engaging and persuasive. This book addresses questions such as: Why should 
I give a paper and where might I give a paper? How does the conference system works? How do 
I prepare an abstract/outline/synopsis? How do I chose my material and prepare it for a conference 
presentation? How can I prepare effective conference aids? How can I overcome my nerves? How 
can I prepare and present effective posters for poster presentations? As with the other titles in the 
Success in Research series, this guide takes a hands-on approach and includes checklists, top tips, 
exercises and examples to help you remember what you have read and put it immediately to work! The 
Success in Research series, from Cindy Becker and Pam Denicolo, provides short, authoritative and 
accessible guides on key areas of professional and research development. Avoiding jargon and cutting 
to the chase of what you really need to know, these practical and supportive books cover a range of 
areas from presenting research to achieving impact, and from publishing journal articles to developing 
proposals. They are essential reading for any student or researcher interested in developing their skills 
and broadening their professional and methodological knowledge in an academic context.

Understanding Research for Social Policy and Social Work (Second Edition)

Thoroughly revised and expanded, this new edition of Understanding Research for Social Policy and 
Social Work shows readers the importance of research, how to interpret it, and how to effectively carry 
out and report research of their own. This landmark textbook is an essential guide to the methods, 
approaches, and debates that are required knowledge for students, policymakers, and practitioners.

Electromagnetism and Life

The environment is now thoroughly polluted by man-made sources of electromagnetic radiation 
with frequencies and magnitudes never before present. Man's activities have probably changed the 
earth's electromagnetic background to a greater degree than they have changed any other natural 
physical attribute of the earth. The evidence now indicates that the present abnormal electromagnetic 
environment constitutes a significant health risk. There are also positive aspects of the relationship 
between electromagnetism and life. Clinical uses of electromagnetic energy are increasing and promise 
to expand into important areas in the near future. This book synthesizes the various aspects of the role 
of electricity in biology.

The Body Electric

The Body Electric tells the fascinating story of our bioelectric selves. Robert O. Becker, a pioneer in the 
filed of regeneration and its relationship to electrical currents in living things, challenges the established 
mechanistic understanding of the body. He found clues to the healing process in the long-discarded 
theory that electricity is vital to life. But as exciting as Becker's discoveries are, pointing to the day when 
human limbs, spinal cords, and organs may be regenerated after they have been damaged, equally 
fascinating is the story of Becker's struggle to do such original work. The Body Electric explores new 
pathways in our understanding of evolution, acupuncture, psychic phenomena, and healing.

What Is a Case?

The concept of the case is a basic feature of social science research and yet many questions about 
how a case should be defined, selected, and judged are far from settled. The contributors to this 
volume probe the nature of the case and the ways in which different understandings of the concept 
affect the conduct and the results of research. The contributions demonstrate that the work of any 



given researcher is often characterised by some hybrid of these basic approaches, and it is important 
to understand that most research involves multiple definitions and uses of cases, as both specific 
empirical phenomena and as general theoretical categories.

Publishing Journal Articles

How do I go about writing a journal article? How do I maximise my chances of getting it published in 
a top journal? How do I know what journal to select? How do I best adapt my research work in order 
to get published? In this accessible, informative and entertaining book, Becker and Denicolo introduce 
the best practical strategies available to help you maximise your chances of success in getting your 
work published in the journal of your choice. This book offers down-to-Earth advice on such vital topics 
as: How to write and get the style right What to select for publication How to plan for success How 
to cope with writer2s block Working with editors and reviewers How to cope with rejection This is a 
must-have book for anyone seeking to write for successful journal publication. The Success in Research 
series, from Cindy Becker and Pam Denicolo, provides short, authoritative and accessible guides on 
key areas of professional and research development. Avoiding jargon and cutting to the chase of what 
you really need to know, these practical and supportive books cover a range of areas from presenting 
research to achieving impact, and from publishing journal articles to developing proposals. They are 
essential reading for any student or researcher interested in developing their skills and broadening their 
professional and methodological knowledge in an academic context.

Evidence

Howard S. Becker is a master of his discipline. His reputation as a teacher, as well as a sociologist, 
is supported by his best-selling quartet of sociological guidebooks: Writing for Social Scientists, Tricks 
of the Trade, Telling About Society, and What About Mozart? What About Murder? It turns out that the 
master sociologist has yet one more trick up his sleeve—a fifth guidebook, Evidence. Becker has for 
seventy years been mulling over the problem of evidence. He argues that social scientists don’t take 
questions about the usefulness of their data as evidence for their ideas seriously enough. For example, 
researchers have long used the occupation of a person’s father as evidence of the family’s social class, 
but studies have shown this to be a flawed measure—for one thing, a lot of people answer that question 
too vaguely to make the reasoning plausible. The book is filled with examples like this, and Becker uses 
them to expose a series of errors, suggesting ways to avoid them, or even to turn them into research 
topics in their own right. He argues strongly that because no data-gathering method produces totally 
reliable information, a big part of the research job consists of getting rid of error. Readers will find 
Becker’s newest guidebook a valuable tool, useful for social scientists of every variety.

Research Handbook on the Sociology of Education

Presenting original contributions from the key experts in the field, the Research Handbook on the So-
ciology of Education explores the major theoretical, methodological, empirical and political challenges 
and pressing social questions facing education in current times.

The JFK Assassination

Revised February, 2011 I called the book a researcher's guide for a reason. This book is a compilation 
of the material I read about the assassination, but in a totally different format. Easy to read; direct and 
to the point. I tried to give as much information as possible. Obviously I could not possibly put all the 
information in one book, so I was a bit selective in the data I recorded. It contains numerous aspects 
of the case and nearly every line will lead the researcher to the source of the information so they can 
continue to look into that particular topic. When I started my research, my goal was to prove Lee Harvey 
Oswald did not murder John Kennedy. By the time I proved Oswald did not shoot Kennedy, I noticed 
Oswald did not shoot Tippet either. Noting where he was seen before the shooting and where he was 
after the shooting will prove he was not at the window at 12:30pm; I will prove my point. I determined 
Oswald did not have time to get into position to do the shooting. The motorcade was scheduled to pass 
the Book Depository at 12:25 pm. Oswald was in the lunch room at 12:15 and Bonnie Ray Williams 
was on the 6th floor, alone, until 12:20. A good sniper would have been in position well in advance of 
his prey's expected arrival, which Oswald was not. But wait there's more. . . Looking at some of the 
evidence from a totally different perspective, I was able to prove, a conspiracy. I compared the wounds, 
with the Bullet count, and the time statistics of the rifle. I assure you no one has looked at it from this 



viewpoint. The closest any author came to mentioning this concept was Harrison Livingstone's book, 
"High Treason."

Teaching in Higher Education

This book is designed to take you step by step through each teaching experience you will face. It 
includes advice, practical exercises, top tips and words of warning on: - seminar presentations to 
your peers - leading undergraduate seminars - choosing material for teaching - preparing productive 
teaching aids - giving lectures - dynamic learning environments - handling assessment - success as a 
guest speaker - mentoring This is a practical 'how-to' guide which is supported throughout by accessible 
explorations of how teaching can support your research. Written by lecturers who have taught for 
many years, the 'voice of experience' sections will support and encourage you in your move towards 
becoming a successful and confident educator. The Success in Research series, from Cindy Becker 
and Pam Denicolo, provides short, authoritative and accessible guides on key areas of professional 
and research development. Avoiding jargon and cutting to the chase of what you really need to know, 
these practical and supportive books cover a range of areas from presenting research to achieving 
impact, and from publishing journal articles to developing proposals. They are essential reading for 
any student or researcher interested in developing their skills and broadening their professional and 
methodological knowledge in an academic context.

Cross Currents

Discusses the impact of electromagnetic pollution on the human body, and describes alternate healing 
methods that make use of the body's innate electrical healing systems.

Sustainability Ethics and Sustainability Research

The book identifies the specific ethical aspects of sustainability and develops ethical tools to analyze 
them. It also provides a methodological framework to integrate ethical and scientific analyses of 
sustainability issues, and explores the notion of a new type of self-reflective inter- and transdisciplinary 
sustainability research. With this, the book aims to strengthen the overall ability of academics to 
contribute to the analysis and solution of sustainability issues in an inclusive and integrated way.

Writing for Social Scientists

Students and researchers all write under pressure, and those pressures—most lamentably, the desire 
to impress your audience rather than to communicate with them—often lead to pretentious prose, 
academic posturing, and, not infrequently, writer’s block. Sociologist Howard S. Becker has written the 
classic book on how to conquer these pressures and simply write. First published nearly twenty years 
ago, Writing for Social Scientists has become a lifesaver for writers in all fields, from beginning students 
to published authors. Becker’s message is clear: in order to learn how to write, take a deep breath and 
then begin writing. Revise. Repeat. It is not always an easy process, as Becker wryly relates. Decades 
of teaching, researching, and writing have given him plenty of material, and Becker neatly exposes the 
foibles of academia and its “publish or perish” atmosphere. Wordiness, the passive voice, inserting a 
“the way in which” when a simple “how” will do—all these mechanisms are a part of the social structure 
of academic writing. By shrugging off such impediments—or at the very least, putting them aside for 
a few hours—we can reform our work habits and start writing lucidly without worrying about grades, 
peer approval, or the “literature.” In this new edition, Becker takes account of major changes in the 
computer tools available to writers today, and also substantially expands his analysis of how academic 
institutions create problems for them. As competition in academia grows increasingly heated, Writing 
for Social Scientists will provide solace to a new generation of frazzled, would-be writers.

Electronic Commerce: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications

Compiles top research from the world's leading experts on many topics related to electronic commerce. 
Covers topics including mobile commerce, virtual enterprises, business-to-business applications, Web 
services, and enterprise methodologies.

Developing Research Proposals

Pam Denicolo and Lucinda Becker recognize the importance of developing an effective research 
proposal for gaining either a place on a research degree program or funding to support research 



projects and set out to explore the main factors that that proposal writers need to attend to in developing 
successful proposals of their own. Developing Research Proposals will help readers to understand the 
context within which their proposal will be read, what the reviewers are looking for and will be influenced 
by, while also supporting the development of relevant skills through advice and practical activities. The 
authors draw together the key elements in the process of preparing and submitting a proposal and 
concludes with advice on responding to the results, successful or not, and their relevance to future 
proposals.

Understanding Research for Social Policy and Practice

It is vital for students, policy makers and practitioners engaged in social policy related fields to under-
stand the importance and place of research and how to interpret and use research findings. They also 
need to know how to effectively carry out and report good quality research of their own. This landmark 
book, the first of its kind, will enable them to meet all of these challenges. "Understanding research for 
socail policy and practice" conveys the excitement, importance and methodological diversity of social 
policy research and provides readers with appropriate knowledge to help them interpret and assess 
the research of others and to conduct high quality research. It combines lively and informed discussion 
of key issues, methods and approaches with practical hands-on guidance and advice and shows how 
and why social policy research should form a key foundation for future policy and practice.The book 
is essential reading for students of social policy, social work, sociology, criminology, nursing and other 
applied social sciences; their teachers; and policy makers and practitioners who would like to improve 
their use of research evidence and conduct research of their own.

Writing Successful Reports and Dissertations

Are you unsure what your report should look like or how you’ll ever finish it in time? Are you freaking out 
about starting on an extended piece of writing? Help is here! In this handy little book, you’ll find expert 
guidance to enable you to produce a successful report or dissertation. With a focus on developing 
an effective writing style and argument, this book shows you, step-by-step, how to plan and deliver a 
perfect piece of writing to gain top marks. Open up to find advice on: What makes dissertations and 
reports distinctive Organising your time and materials Finding the right planning method for you How to 
structure your writing successfully Writing good sentences, paragraphs, sections and chapters. Read 
this book and you’re on your way to writing a great report or dissertation! The Student Success series 
are essential guides for students of all levels. From how to think critically and write great essays to 
planning your dream career, the Student Success series helps you study smarter and get the best 
from your time at university. Visit the SAGE Study Skills hub for tips and resources for study success!

Organizational Routines

One of the major challenges facing organization studies has been for a long time to develop an 
operational content to the notion of routines . This book offers important advances in this direction, both 
conceptually and through illuminating case studies. Giovanni Dosi, Sant Anna School of Advanced 
Studies, Pisa, Italy This book showcases advanced empirical research that applies the concept 
of organizational routines to understanding organizations and how they change and evolve. The 
contributions gathered in the book cover qualitative, quantitative, and archival methods for empirical 
research applying the concept of organizational routines. Specific issues highlighted include the use of 
event-sequence methods in the analysis of organizational routines, the impact of standard operating 
procedures on recurrent behaviour patterns, and the stability, resilience, and change of organizational 
routines. The book thus provides an overview of different empirical methods applied to study organi-
zational routines, and of their prerequisites, analytical power, and contribution. This comprehensive 
book will be of great interest to scholars and postgraduate students in the fields of organization 
theory, strategy, and organization behaviour. Researchers in organization, management and economic 
science, organizational change and evolutionary theories will also find this book invaluable.

What About Mozart? What About Murder?

In 1963, Howard S. Becker gave a lecture about deviance, challenging the then-conventional definition 
that deviance was inherently criminal and abnormal and arguing that instead, deviance was better 
understood as a function of labeling. At the end of his lecture, a distinguished colleague standing at the 
back of the room, puffing a cigar, looked at Becker quizzically and asked, “What about murder? Isn’t 
that really deviant?” It sounded like Becker had been backed into a corner. Becker, however, wasn’t 



defeated! Reasonable people, he countered, differ over whether certain killings are murder or justified 
homicide, and these differences vary depending on what kinds of people did the killing. In What About 
Mozart? What About Murder?, Becker uses this example, along with many others, to demonstrate 
the different ways to study society, one that uses carefully investigated, specific cases and another 
that relies on speculation and on what he calls “killer questions,” aimed at taking down an opponent 
by citing invented cases. Becker draws on a lifetime of sociological research and wisdom to show, in 
helpful detail, how to use a variety of kinds of cases to build sociological knowledge. With his trademark 
conversational flair and informal, personal perspective Becker provides a guide that researchers can 
use to produce general sociological knowledge through case studies. He champions research that has 
enough data to go beyond guesswork and urges researchers to avoid what he calls “skeleton cases,” 
which use fictional stories that pose as scientific evidence. Using his long career as a backdrop, Becker 
delivers a winning book that will surely change the way scholars in many fields approach their research.

What is Real?

Every physicist agrees quantum mechanics is among humanity's finest scientific achievements. But ask 
what it means, and the result will be a brawl. For a century, most physicists have followed Niels Bohr's 
Copenhagen interpretation and dismissed questions about the reality underlying quantum physics 
as meaningless. A mishmash of solipsism and poor reasoning, Copenhagen endured, as Bohr's 
students vigorously protected his legacy, and the physics community favoured practical experiments 
over philosophical arguments. As a result, questioning the status quo long meant professional ruin. 
And yet, from the 1920s to today, physicists like John Bell, David Bohm, and Hugh Everett persisted in 
seeking the true meaning of quantum mechanics. What is Real? is the gripping story of this battle of 
ideas and the courageous scientists who dared to stand up for truth.

Deciphering Sociological Research

Sociological research methods are a key component of teaching and courses at all levels, yet courses 
often fail to catch light for lack of effective student books or provoke smouldering resentment from 
students at misplaced enthusiasm for recondite statistics. Gerry Rose's new book should go a long 
way to remedy these problems. It is a complete teaching course with a clear rationale and a distinctive 
approach to the topic, unblemished by epistemological or prescriptive polemic. Its method is to present 
through the analysis of twelve pieces of published research reprinted in the book the systematic 
deciphering of research in relation to the key issues of methodology. The first nine discursive chapters 
discuss the main research methods topics - including concepts and indicators, sampling, data analysis 
and the relationship of theory to evidence - balancing the problems of quantitative data with the 
treatment of qualitative data and fieldwork studies. The papers - shortened articles from British, US 
and Australian journals - are put through the methodological hoops and systematically compared and 
assessed. Additionally, each chapter is provided with a full set of exercises and the book also includes 
a glossary of terms. This straightforward and business-like book will be welcomed by all teachers 
and professional sociologists and also by social researchers who are concerned with examining or 
preparing research reports. Even authors and journal editors will find it provoking and useful.

Cross Currents

“A fascinating, thoughtful, and accessible account of the emerging field of electromedicine. A timely 
and eloquent warning on the hazards of electronic pollution.”—Jeremy Rifkin, author of The Hydrogen 
Economy At the same time that exciting insights about electromedicine’s powerful ability to use the 
body’s inherent healing abilities are emerging, electromagnetic fields radiating from power lines, radar, 
microwave ovens, VDTs, satellites, radios, and even electric blankets are putting our health at serious 
risk. Researchers are finding that this radiation correlates with increases in cancer, birth defects, 
depression, learning disabilities, chronic fatigue syndrome, Alzheimer’s, AIDS, and sudden infant 
death syndrome. In this groundbreaking book, Robert O Becker explains how new and nontraditional 
healing techniques such as acupuncture, homeopathy, visualization, hypnosis, and electrotherapy work 
through an invisible common source—the body’s electrical system. He also offers practical ways to 
protect ourselves in our homes and offices from the hazardous effects of electromagnetic pollution and 
teaches us how to engage the healing energies of electromagnetism. Dr. Becker’s powerful synthesis 
reshapes the future of medicine by putting life energy into our medical perspective and enabling us to 
see the body in its total living environment—the earth’s electromagnetic field.



Children Caring for Parents with HIV and AIDS

This ground-breaking book focuses on the experiences and perspectives of children and young people 
who care for a parent with HIV in the global North and South. Drawing on in-depth qualitative research 
from the UK and Tanzania, the book presents a unique insight into the similarities and differences in 
children's and parents' experiences across diverse socio-economic, cultural and welfare contexts. The 
book makes a significant contribution to the growing research evidence on children and young people 
with caring responsibilities ('young carers') and the impacts of HIV and AIDS on families globally. It 
examines caring relationships within families affected by HIV and AIDS; the outcomes of caregiving; 
children's and families' resilience; the factors influencing whether children become involved in care 
work; and local and global policy responses. It also provides insight into the perspectives of parents 
living with HIV and service providers working with families. This book will be of interest to policy makers 
and practitioners in the field of HIV and AIDS, and to researchers, academics and students concerned 
with international development, social policy, human geography, childhood and youth studies, social 
work, health and social care, education, children's services and nursing and palliative care.

Mestizo International Law

The development of international law is conventionally understood as a history in which the main char-
acters (states and international lawyers) and events (wars and peace conferences) are European. Ar-
nulf Becker Lorca demonstrates how non-Western states and lawyers appropriated nineteenth-century 
classical thinking in order to defend new and better rules governing non-Western states' international 
relations. By internalizing the standard of civilization, for example, they argued for the abrogation of 
unequal treaties. These appropriations contributed to the globalization of international law. With the rise 
of modern legal thinking and a stronger international community governed by law, peripheral lawyers 
seized the opportunity and used the new discourse and institutions such as the League of Nations to 
dissolve the standard of civilization and codify non-intervention and self-determination. These stories 
suggest that the history of our contemporary international legal order is not purely European; instead 
they suggest a history of a mestizo international law.

Research Awards Index

Eva Becker assesses the US financial crisis as a crisis of regulatory data, information and knowledge. 
Based on the Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission’s interviews as well her own interviews, and drawing 
on Capture Theory and recent reformulations thereof, she develops “knowledge capture” as a theoretic 
framework to assess financial regulation under conditions of 21st century complexity.

Knowledge Capture in Financial Regulation

A diverse array of factors may influence both earnings and consumption; however, this work primarily 
focuses on the impact of investments in human capital upon an individual's potential earnings and 
psychic income. For this study, investments in human capital include such factors as educational level, 
on-the-job skills training, health care, migration, and consideration of issues regarding regional prices 
and income. Taking into account varying cultures and political regimes, the research indicates that 
economic earnings tend to be positively correlated to education and skill level. Additionally, studies 
indicate an inverse correlation between education and unemployment. Presents a theoretical overview 
of the types of human capital and the impact of investment in human capital on earnings and rates of 
return. Then utilizes empirical data and research to analyze the theoretical issues related to investment 
in human capital, specifically formal education. Considered are such issues as costs and returns of 
investments, and social and private gains of individuals. The research compares and contrasts these 
factors based upon both education and skill level. Areas of future research are identified, including 
further analysis of issues regarding social gains and differing levels of success across different regions 
and countries. (AKP).

Human Capital

Since its establishment in the 1950s the American Economic Association's Committee on Economic 
Education has sought to promote improved instruction in economics and to facilitate this objective by 
stimulating research on the teaching of economics. These efforts are most apparent in the sessions 
on economic education that the Committee organizes at the Association's annual meetings. At these 
sessions economists interested in economic education have opportunities to present new ideas on 



teaching and research and also to report the findings of their research. The record of this activity 
can be found in the Proceedings of the American Eco nomic Review. The Committee on Economic 
Education and its members have been actively involved in a variety of other projects. In the early 
1960s it organized the National Task Force on Economic Education that spurred the development 
of economics teaching at the precollege level. This in turn led to the development of a standardized 
research instrument, a high school test of economic understanding. This was followed later in the 1960s 
by the preparation of a similar test of understanding college economics. The development of these 
two instruments greatly facilitated research on the impact of economics instruction, opened the way 
for application of increasingly sophisticated statistical methods in measuring the impact of economic 
education, and initiated a steady stream of research papers on a subject that previously had not been 
explored.

Econometric Modeling in Economic Education Research

'It made me rethink the roots of our deepest fears and insecurities, and why we often disappoint 
ourselves in how we manifest them' Bill Clinton, Guardian Winner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1974 and the 
culmination of a life's work, The Denial of Death is Ernest Becker's brilliant and impassioned answer to 
the 'why' of human existence. In bold contrast to the predominant Freudian school of thought, Becker 
tackles the problem of the vital lie - man's refusal to acknowledge his own mortality. The book argues 
that human civilisation is a defence against the knowledge that we are mortal beings. Becker states that 
humans live in both the physical world and a symbolic world of meaning, which is where our 'immortality 
project' resides. We create in order to become immortal - to become part of something we believe will 
last forever. In this way we hope to give our lives meaning. In The Denial of Death, Becker sheds new 
light on the nature of humanity and issues a call to life and its living that still resonates decades after 
it was written.

The Denial of Death

The Success in Research series provides short, authoritative and accessible guides for students, 
researchers and academics on key areas of professional and research development. This kit brings 
together six titles from the series to provide graduate departments and libraries with a one-stop-shop 
solution to their research training needs. All the titles in the kit take a hands-on approach that includes 
checklists, top tips, exercises and examples to help readers remember what they've read and put 
strategies immediately to work. Developing Research Proposals Publishing Journal Articles Teaching 
in Higher Education Developing Transferable Skills Achieving Impact in Your Research Presenting Your 
Research

The Success in Research Kit

Ernest Becker (1924-1974) was an astute observer of society and human behavior during America’s 
turbulent 1960s and 1970s. Trained in social anthropology and driven by a transcending curiosity about 
human motivations, Becker doggedly pursued his basic research question, "What makes people act 
the way they do?" Dissatisfied with what he saw as narrowly fragmented methods in the contemporary 
social sciences and impelled by a belief that humankind more than ever needed a disciplined, rational, 
and empirically based understanding of itself, Becker slowly created a powerful interdisciplinary vision 
of the human sciences, one in which each discipline is rooted in a basic truth concerning the human 
condition. That truth became an integral part of Becker's emerging social science. Almost inadvertently, 
he outlined a perspective on human motivations that is perhaps the most broadly interdisciplinary to 
date. His perspective traverses not only the biological, psychological, and social sciences but also 
the humanities and educational, political, and religious studies. Ernest Becker is best known for the 
books written in the last few years before his death from cancer, including the highly praised Pulitzer 
Prize-winning volume The Denial of Death (1974) and Escape from Evil (1975). These late works, 
however, were built on a distinguished body of earlier books, essays, and reviews. The power and 
strength of Becker’s ideas are fully present in his early works, which underlie his later contributions and 
give direction for interpreting the development of his ideas. Although Ernest Becker's life and career 
were cut short, his major writings have remained continually in print and have captured the interest 
of subsequent generations of readers. The Ernest Becker Reader makes available for the first time in 
one volume much of Becker’s early work and thus places his later work in proper context. It is a major 
contribution to the ongoing interest in Becker's ideas.



The Ernest Becker Reader

Intended for aspiring and new practitioners of Participatory Research and Development (PR&D) as 
well as field-based researchers in developing countries. Highlights that agricultural research and 
development has become a joint approach to deal with diverse biophysical environments, multiple 
livelihood goals, rapid changes in local and global economies, and an expanded range for stakeholders 
over agriculture and natural resources.

Participatory Research and Development for Sustainable Agriculture and Natural Resource Manage-
ment

This second edition of Gary S. Becker's The Economics of Discrimination has been expanded to 
include three further discussions of the problem and an entirely new introduction which considers the 
contributions made by others in recent years and some of the more important problems remaining. Mr. 
Becker's work confronts the economic effects of discrimination in the market place because of race, 
religion, sex, color, social class, personality, or other non-pecuniary considerations. He demonstrates 
that discrimination in the market place by any group reduces their own real incomes as well as 
those of the minority. The original edition of The Economics of Discrimination was warmly received by 
economists, sociologists, and psychologists alike for focusing the discerning eye of economic analysis 
upon a vital social problem—discrimination in the market place. "This is an unusual book; not only is 
it filled with ingenious theorizing but the implications of the theory are boldly confronted with facts. . . . 
The intimate relation of the theory and observation has resulted in a book of great vitality on a subject 
whose interest and importance are obvious."—M.W. Reder, American Economic Review "The author's 
solution to the problem of measuring the motive behind actual discrimination is something of a tour 
de force. . . . Sociologists in the field of race relations will wish to read this book."—Karl Schuessler, 
American Sociological Review

The Economics of Discrimination

A history of criminology as a history of science and practice.

Criminals and Their Scientists

This book examines the most frequent form of Jew-hatred: Israel-related antisemitism. After defining 
this hate ideology in its various manifestations and the role the internet plays in it, the author explores 
the question of how Israel-related antisemitism is communicated and understood through the language 
used by readers in below-the-line comments. Drawing on a corpus of over 6,000 comments from 
traditionally left-wing news outlets The Guardian and Die Zeit, the author examines both implicit and 
explicit comparisons made between modern-day Israel and both colonial Britain and Nazi Germany. 
His analyses are placed within the context of resurgent neo-nationalism in both countries, and it is 
argued that these instances of antisemitism perform a multi-faceted role in absolving guilt, re-writing 
history, and reinforcing in-group status. This book will be of interest not only to linguistics scholars, but 
also to academics in fields such as internet studies, Jewish studies, hate speech and antisemitism.

Antisemitism in Reader Comments

The second edition of this innovative work again provides a unique perspective on the clinical discovery 
process by providing input from experts within the NIH on the principles and practice of clinical research. 
Molecular medicine, genomics, and proteomics have opened vast opportunities for translation of basic 
science observations to the bedside through clinical research. As an introductory reference it gives 
clinical investigators in all fields an awareness of the tools required to ensure research protocols 
are well designed and comply with the rigorous regulatory requirements necessary to maximize the 
safety of research subjects. Complete with sections on the history of clinical research and ethics, 
copious figures and charts, and sample documents it serves as an excellent companion text for any 
course on clinical research and as a must-have reference for seasoned researchers. *Incorporates new 
chapters on Managing Conflicts of Interest in Human Subjects Research, Clinical Research from the 
Patient's Perspective, The Clinical Researcher and the Media, Data Management in Clinical Research, 
Evaluation of a Protocol Budget, Clinical Research from the Industry Perspective, and Genetics in 
Clinical Research *Addresses the vast opportunities for translation of basic science observations to 
the bedside through clinical research *Delves into data management and addresses how to collect 



data and use it for discovery *Contains valuable, up-to-date information on how to obtain funding from 
the federal government

Principles and Practice of Clinical Research

The first half of the twentieth century witnessed a growing interest in America's folk heritage, as 
Americans began to enthusiastically collect, present, market, and consume the nation's folk tradi-
tions. Examining one of this century's most prominent "folk revivals--the reemergence of Southern 
Appalachian handicraft traditions in the 1930s--Jane Becker unravels the cultural politics that bound 
together a complex network of producers, reformers, government officials, industries, museums, urban 
markets, and consumers, all of whom helped to redefine Appalachian craft production in the context of 
a national cultural identity. Becker uses this craft revival as a way of exploring the construction of the 
cultural categories "folk" and "tradition." She also addresses the consequences such labels have had 
on the people to whom they have been assigned. Though the revival of domestic arts in the Southern 
Appalachians reflected an attempt to aid the people of an impoverished region, she says, as well as 
a desire to recapture an important part of the nation's folk heritage, in reality the new craft production 
owed less to tradition than to middle-class tastes and consumer culture--forces that obscured the 
techniques used by mountain laborers and the conditions in which they worked.

Selling Tradition
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