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Delusion and Self-Deception

This collection of essays focuses on the interface between delusions and self-deception. As pathologies 
of belief, delusions and self-deception raise many of the same challenges for those seeking to 
understand them. Are delusions and self-deception entirely distinct phenomena, or might some forms 
of self-deception also qualify as delusional? To what extent might models of self-deception and delusion 
share common factors? In what ways do affect and motivation enter into normal belief-formation, and 
how might they be implicated in self-deception and delusion? The essays in this volume tackle these 
questions from both empirical and conceptual perspectives. Some contributors focus on the general 
question of how to locate self-deception and delusion within our taxonomy of psychological states. 
Some contributors ask whether particular delusions - such as the Capgras delusion or anosognosia for 
hemiplegia - might be explained by appeal to motivational and affective factors. And some contributors 
provide general models of motivated reasoning, against which theories of pathological belief-formation 
might be measured. The volume will be of interest to cognitive scientists, clinicians, and philosophers 
interested in the nature of belief and the disturbances to which it is subject.

Philosophy of Psychiatry

This is the first introductory textbook of its kind devoted to philosophy of psychiatry, offering a thorough 
and accessible investigation of the conceptual and philosophical problems at the heart of psychiatric 
practice and research. While it applies some of the long-standing concerns of philosophy to the 
mental health professions, it also investigates philosophical problems and issues that have arisen 
more recently from careful examination of psychiatric phenomena. Divided into two parts, Philosophy of 
Psychiatric Practice and Research and Philosophy and Psychopathology, the book’s 12 chapters cover 
topics like the ontological status of mental illness, philosophical issues in diagnosis, the role of culture 
in psychiatry and the relationship between mental illness and personal identity, as well as explore 
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foundational problems in studying well-known psychopathologies like schizophrenia, depression and 
addiction. All chapters include initial overviews and concluding summaries and a list of suggested 
readings. Key Features Two-part structure – divided between (1) philosophy of psychiatric practice and 
research, and (2) philosophy and psychopathology – presents a clear, yet distinctive picture of the 
field Offers a unified style and vision throughout, with easy-to-follow segues from chapter to chapter 
Pedagogical features include chapter overviews and summaries, discussion questions and sections 
for further reading

Contemporary Debates in Philosophy of Mind

A timely collection of debates concerning the major themes and topics in philosophy of mind, fully 
updated with new topics covering the latest developments in the field Contemporary Debates in 
Philosophy of Mind provides a lively and engaging introduction to the conceptual background, ongoing 
debates, and contentious issues in the field today. Original essays by more than 30 of the discipline’s 
most influential thinkers offer opposing perspectives on a series of contested questions regarding 
mental content, physicalism, the place of consciousness in the physical world, and the nature of 
perception and mental capacities. Written to appeal to non-specialists and professional philosophers 
alike, the second edition of Contemporary Debates in Philosophy of Mind features five entirely new 
debates on the relation between perception and cognition, whether pain is a natural kind, whether 
perception is best understood through representational content or direct contact with the world, whether 
we need imagination that goes beyond imagery and supposition, and whether perceptual contents 
are general, particular, or a hybrid. Presents 15 sets of specially commissioned essays with opposing 
viewpoints on central topics in philosophy of mind Offers head-to-head debates on central topics such 
as consciousness, intentionality, normativity, mental causation, materialism, and perception Provides 
a dynamic view of contemporary thinking about fundamental and controversial issues Includes a thor-
ough introduction providing a comprehensive background to the issues explored in each debate Part 
of Wiley-Blackwell’s acclaimed Contemporary Debates in Philosophy series, Contemporary Debates 
in Philosophy of Mind, Second Edition is essential reading for undergraduate and graduate students, 
academics, professional philosophers, and sophisticated general readers with an interest in the subject.

The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Imagination

Imagination occupies a central place in philosophy, going back to Aristotle. However, following a period 
of relative neglect there has been an explosion of interest in imagination in the past two decades 
as philosophers examine the role of imagination in debates about the mind and cognition, aesthetics 
and ethics, as well as epistemology, science and mathematics. This outstanding Handbook contains 
over thirty specially commissioned chapters by leading philosophers organised into six clear sections 
examining the most important aspects of the philosophy of imagination, including: Imagination in 
historical context: Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Husserl, and Sartre What is imagination? The 
relation between imagination and mental imagery; imagination contrasted with perception, memory, 
and dreaming Imagination in aesthetics: imagination and our engagement with music, art, and fiction; 
the problems of fictional emotions and ‘imaginative resistance’ Imagination in philosophy of mind and 
cognitive science: imagination and creativity, the self, action, child development, and animal cognition 
Imagination in ethics and political philosophy, including the concept of 'moral imagination' and empathy 
Imagination in epistemology and philosophy of science, including learning, thought experiments, sci-
entific modelling, and mathematics. The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Imagination is essential 
reading for students and researchers in philosophy of mind and psychology, aesthetics, and ethics. It 
will also be a valuable resource for those in related disciplines such as psychology and art.

Tutorials in Visual Cognition

In the late-1980s, visual cognition was a small subfield of cognitive psychology, and the standard 
texts mainly discussed just iconic memory in their sections on visual cognition. In the subsequent 
two decades, and especially very recently, many remarkable new aspects of the processing of brief 
visual stimuli have been discovered -- change blindness, repetition blindness, the attentional blink, 
newly-discovered properties of visual short-term memory and of the face recognition system, the 
influence of reentrant processing on visual perception, and the surprisingly intimate relationships 
between eyeblinks and visual cognition. This volume provides up-to-date tutorial reviews of these many 
new developments in the study of visual cognition written by the leaders in the discipline, providing an 
incisive and comprehensive survey of research in this dynamic field.

The British National Bibliography



Delusions play a fundamental role in the history of psychology, philosophy and culture, dividing not 
only the mad from the sane but reason from unreason. Yet the very nature and extent of delusions are 
poorly understood. What are delusions? How do they differ from everyday errors or mistaken beliefs? 
Are they scientific categories? In this superb, panoramic investigation of delusion Jennifer Radden 
explores these questions and more, unravelling a fascinating story that ranges from Descartes’s demon 
to famous first-hand accounts of delusion, such as Daniel Schreber’s Memoirs of My Nervous Illness. 
Radden places delusion in both a clinical and cultural context and explores a fascinating range of 
themes: delusions as both individually and collectively held, including the phenomenon of folies á deux; 
spiritual and religious delusions, in particular what distinguishes normal religious belief from delusions 
with religious themes; how we assess those suffering from delusion from a moral standpoint; and how 
we are to interpret violent actions when they are the result of delusional thinking. As well as more 
common delusions, such as those of grandeur, she also discusses some of the most interesting and 
perplexing forms of clinical delusion, such as Cotard and Capgras.

On Delusion

Do we know what we're doing, and why? Psychological research seems to suggest not: reflection and 
self-awareness are surprisingly uncommon and inaccurate. John M. Doris presents a new account 
of agency and responsibility, which reconciles our understanding of ourselves as moral agents with 
empirical work on the unconscious mind.

Talking to Our Selves

Inner speech lies at the chaotic intersection of several difficult questions in contemporary philosophy 
and psychology. On the one hand, these episodes are private mental events. On the other, they 
resemble speech acts of the sort used in interpersonal communication. Inner speech episodes seem to 
constitute or express sophisticated trains of conceptual thought but, at the same time, they are motoric 
in nature and draw on sensorimotor mechanisms for speech production and perception more generally. 
By using inner speech, we seem to both regulate our bodily actions and gain a unique kind of access 
to our own beliefs and desires. Inner Speech: New Voices explores this familiar and yet mysterious 
element of our daily lives, bringing together contributions from leading philosophers, psychologists, 
and neuroscientists. In response to renewed interest in the general connections between thought, 
language, and consciousness, these leading thinkers develop a number of important new theories, 
raise questions about the nature of inner speech and its cognitive functions, and debate the current 
controversies surrounding the 'little voice in the head.'

Inner Speech

Describes why humans are able to deny reality and ignore their own inevitable deaths to the detriment 
of the entire species and what might be done to change this mindset.

Denial

"This book provides insights to better enhance the understanding of technology's widespread inter-
twinement with human identity within an advancing technological society"--Provided by publisher.

Handbook of Research on Technoself: Identity in a Technological Society

This volume addresses the question of what it is like to be depressed. Despite the vast amount of 
research that has been conducted into the causes and treatment of depression, the experience of 
depression remains poorly understood. Indeed, many depression memoirs state that the experience 
is impossible for others to understand. However, it is at least clear that changes in emotion, mood, 
and bodily feeling are central to all forms of depression, and these are the book's principal focus. In 
recent years, there has been a great deal of valuable philosophical and interdisciplinary research on the 
emotions, complemented by new developments in philosophy of psychiatry and scientifically-informed 
phenomenology. The book draws on all these areas, in order to offer a range of novel insights into the 
nature of depression experiences. To do so, it brings together a distinguished group of philosophers, 
psychiatrists, anthropologists, clinical psychologists and neuroscientists, all of whom have made 
important contributions to current research on emotion and/or psychiatric illness.

Depression, Emotion and the Self



In this foundational book, Robert Trivers seeks to answer one of the most provocative and consequential 
questions to face humanity: why do we lie to ourselves? Deception is everywhere in nature. And 
nowhere more so than in our own species. We humans are especially good at telling others less - or 
more - than the truth. Why, however, would organisms both seek out information and then act to destroy 
it? In short, why practice self-deception? After decades of research, Robert Trivers has at last provided 
the missing theory to answer these questions. What emerges is a picture of deceit and self-deception 
as, at root, different sides of the same coin. We deceive ourselves the better to deceive others, and 
thereby reap the advantages. From space and aviation disasters to warfare, politics and religion, and the 
anxieties of our everyday social lives, Deceit and Self-Deception explains what really underlies a whole 
host of human problems. But can we correct our own biases? Are we doomed to indulge in fantasies, 
inflate our egos, and show off? Is it even a good idea to battle self-deception? With his characteristically 
wry and self-effacing wit, Trivers reveals how he finds self-deception everywhere in his own life, and 
shows us that while we may not always avoid it, we can now at least hope to understand it.

Deceit and Self-Deception

Containing a selection of texts on education prepared during the work of the International Commission 
on Education for the Twenty-first Century, this volume bears witness to some paradoxes faced by 
education: to reconcile divergent aims and trends, to embody both continuity and renewal, to encourage 
conformity and innovation. These papers are intended to complement existing literature to respond to 
questions that arose in the course of the Commission's work, and to illuminate specific issues that 
cross disciplines.

Education for the Twenty-first Century

The third edition of this popular book examines the role of psychology in informing adult education 
practice and has been fully updated to reflect the effect of changes in the structure of society, 
globalisation, technology and the impact of postmodernism. It explores the traditions of key psycho-
logical theories and discusses issues and problems in applying them to an understanding of adult 
learning and development. It also examines the formation of identities and places increased emphasis 
on what it means to be a lifelong learner. Dealing with adult learning in a variety of contexts, the 
topics considered include: humanistic psychology self directed learners psychoanalytic approaches 
the formation of identities development of intelligence learning styles behaviourism group dynamics 
and group facilitators critical awareness.

Psychology and Adult Learning

Self-deception poses longstanding and fascinating paradoxes. Philosophers have questioned whether, 
and how, self-deception is even possible; evolutionary theorists have debated whether it is adaptive. 
For Sigmund Freud self-deception was a fundamental key to understanding the unconscious, and from 
The Bible to The Great Gatsby literature abounds with characters renowned for their self-deception. 
But what exactly is self-deception? Why is it so puzzling? How is it performed? And is it harmful? 
In this thorough and clearly written introduction to the philosophy and psychology of self-deception, 
Eric Funkhouser examines and assesses these questions and more: Clarification of the conceptual 
background and "Basic problem" of self-deception, including Freud and Davidson and the important 
debate between intentionalists and motivationalists Deflationary accounts that appeal to cognitive 
and motivational biases, with emphasis on how motives and emotions drive self-deception Intentional 
self-deception and the "divided mind," including the role of the unconscious in recent psychological 
research Challenges that self-deception poses for philosophy of mind and psychology, especially for 
our understanding of intention, belief, and deception Biology and moral psychology of self-deception: 
Is self-deception functional or beneficial? Are the self-deceived to be held accountable? Combining 
philosophical analysis with the latest psychological research, and including features such as chapter 
summaries, annotated recommended reading and a glossary, Self-Deception is an excellent resource 
for students of philosophy of mind and psychology, moral psychology and ethics, as well as those in 
related fields such as psychology and cognitive science.

Self-Deception

The people of the Lihir Islands in Papua New Guinea have long held visions of a prosperous new 
future, often referred to by local leaders as the 'Lihir Destiny'. When large-scale gold mining activities 
commenced on the main island of Lihir in 1995, many hoped that this new world had finally arrived. 



The Lihir Destiny provides a nuanced account of the social structural and cultural transformations 
engendered by large-scale resource extraction. Tracing the history of Lihirian engagement with outside 
forces, from the colonial period through to recent mining activities, this book brings new light to 
bear on the bigger question of what 'development' means in contemporary Melanesia. The Lihir 
Destiny explores how Lihirian leaders devised future plans for a cultural revolution based upon the 
maximisation of mining activities and the influential philosophies of the Personal Viability movement. 
However, reaching the 'Lihir Destiny' is no simple affair, and many Lihirians find themselves negotiating 
divergent formulations of culture, sociality and economic engagement. The Lihir Destiny will appeal to 
readers interested in the social impacts of large-scale resource development, the processes of cultural 
continuity and change and the ways in which modernity is configured in local terms.

The Lihir Destiny

Belief systems are supposed to be governed by norms of rationality. Yet some people seem to believe 
quite extraordinary things: for example, that they are dead, or that their closest relatives have been 
replaced by impostors, or that the person they see in the mirror is not really them, or that someone 
else's thoughts are being inserted into their mind. Do people really believe such things? Could beliefs 
like these simply be rational interpretations of unusual experiences? Why are these beliefs maintained 
despite their utter implausibility and the uniform skepticism with which others greet them? In this book, 
psychologists and philosophers describe and discuss a range of case studies of delusional beliefs, 
drawing out general lessons both for the cognitive architecture of the mind and for the notion of 
rationality, and exploring connections between the delusional beliefs that occur in schizophrenia and 
the flawed understanding of beliefs that is characteristic of autism.

Pathologies of Belief

Equipping pastors to address racism faithfully from the pulpit. Of all the activities that come with being 
a minister, sermon preparation can loom largest - especially when racism is the subject. You've got to 
address racism with your white congregation from the pulpit. But, truthfully, you can't wrap your head 
around how to preach about this topic thoughtfully and sensitively. In Preaching about Racism, preach-
ing professor and pastor Carolyn Helsel speaks directly to other faith leaders about how to address 
racism from the pulpit. In her first book, Anxious to Talk about It: Helping White Christians Talk Faithfully 
about Racism, Helsel addressed the anxiety white Christians experience around conversations about 
race. In this follow-up, Helsel provides strategies and a theoretical framework for crafting biblical and 
theological sermons that incorporate insights from social sciences and psychology, gleaned from more 
than a decade of writing and teaching about racism. Written for the busy pastor, several chapters are 
quick reads - helpful reminders as you prepare a thoughtful and sensitive sermon - while others dig 
deeper on the theory behind the crucial work of dismantling racism.

Preaching about Racism

Somebody once quipped that any work of Australian historical fiction is a 'burning fuse', travelling over 
decades through Australian culture and society. In some manner, every newly published Australian 
historical novel is connected to what it has preceded. Each work belongs to a proud history. Through 
multiple examples, Grant Rodwell encourages readers to see how a work of historical fiction has 
evolved. Thus, under various themes, WHOSE HISTORY? examines the traditions in Australian histor-
ical fiction, and ponders how Australian historical novels can engage teachers and student teachers. 
WHOSE HISTORY? aims to illustrate how historical novels and their related genres may be used as 
an engaging teacher/learning strategy for student teachers in pre-service teacher education courses. 
It does not argue all teaching of History curriculum in pre-service units should be based on the use 
of historical novels as a stimulus, nor does it argue for a particular percentage of the use of historical 
novels in such courses. It simply seeks to argue the case for this particular approach, leaving the 
extent of the use of historical novels used in History curriculum units to the professional expertise of 
the lecturers responsible for the units.

Whose History?

Practicing psychologists explore the mutual impact of Buddhist teachings and psychology in their lives 
and practice.

Encountering Buddhism



This volume affirms the transformative impulse of the February protests and plenums that took place in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2014. It brings together a range of interventions that materialize a common 
emancipatory frame in which politics is recuperated against the dominant bureaucratic management 
of the status quo. The fight for the commons upholds life that refuses to be bribed into accepting 
the dominant oppression and corruption as the only possibility of social existence in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina today. Local and international challenges will entail building and proving in everyday life 
solidarity that targets practices of exclusion, inequality, and injustice. The protests and plenums in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina mark a new and hopeful moment in asserting a more equitable and just 
sociality - a fight that is local in its early achievements but global and universal in its implications. Damir 
ArsenijeviAe is a Leverhulme Trust Fellow at De Montfort University, Leicester, leading a project 'Love 
after Genocide'.

Unbribable Bosnia and Herzegovina

It was in 1660s England, according to the received view, in the Royal Society of London, that science 
acquired the form of empirical enquiry we recognize as our own: an open, collaborative experimental 
practice, mediated by specially-designed instruments, supported by civil discourse, stressing accuracy 
and replicability. Guided by the philosophy of Francis Bacon, by Protestant ideas of this worldly 
benevolence, by gentlemanly codes of decorum and by a dominant interest in mechanics and the 
mechanical structure of the universe, the members of the Royal Society created a novel experimental 
practice that superseded former modes of empirical inquiry, from Aristotelian observations to alchem-
ical experimentation. This volume focuses on the development of empiricism as an interest in the body 
– as both the object of research and the subject of experience. Re-embodying empiricism shifts the 
focus of interest to the ‘life sciences’; medicine, physiology, natural history. In fact, many of the active 
members of the Royal Society were physicians, and a significant number of those, disciples of William 
Harvey and through him, inheritors of the empirical anatomy practices developed in Padua during the 
16th century. Indeed, the primary research interests of the early Royal Society were concentrated on the 
body, human and animal, and its functions much more than on mechanics. Similarly, the Académie des 
Sciences directly contradicted its self-imposed mandate to investigate Nature in mechanistic fashion, 
devoting a significant portion of its Mémoires to questions concerning life, reproduction and monsters, 
consulting empirical botanists, apothecaries and chemists, and keeping closer to experience than to 
the Cartesian standards of well-founded knowledge. These highlighted empirical studies of the body, 
were central in a workshop in the beginning of 2009 organized by the unit for History and Philosophy 
of Science in Sydney. The papers that were presented by some of the leading figures in this area are 
presented in this volume.

The Body as Object and Instrument of Knowledge

Concepts from architects’ minds evolve through sketches and as a mode of transference are conveyed 
to the finished building. This book compares qualities of sketches to reveal unique approaches to the 
instruments of thinking in which all architects engage. It provides new insight into the relationship 
between architectural sketches and the process of creative manipulation. Sketches comprise a thinking 
mechanism, and through the qualities of ambiguity, quickness and change, they initiate a dialogue 
for architects. As a medium to facilitate communication, recording, discovery and evaluation, their 
pertinence lies in their ability to exhibit both the precise and the imprecise. Exploring four related 
theoretical approaches, play, memory-imagination-fantasy, caricature and the grotesque, the book 
shows how imprecision stimulates imagination to conceive new forms in the dialogue of architectural 
sketches.

Architects Sketches

In The Unity of Consciousness Tim Bayne draws on philosophy, psychology, and neuroscience in 
defence of the claim that consciousness is unified. In the first part of the book Bayne develops an 
account of what it means to say that consciousness is unified. Part II applies this account to a variety 
of cases - drawn from both normal and pathological forms of experience - in which the unity of 
consciousness is said to break down. Bayne argues that the unity of consciousness remains intact 
in each of these cases. Part III explores the implications of the unity of consciousness for theories 
of consciousness, for the sense of embodiment, and for accounts of the self. In one of the most 
comprehensive examinations of the topic available, The Unity of Consciousness draws on a wide range 



of findings within philosophy and the sciences of the mind to construct an account of the unity of 
consciousness that is both conceptually sophisticated and scientifically informed.

The Unity of Consciousness

An expert on the psychology of belief examines how our thoughts and feelings, actions and reactions, 
respond not to the world as it actually is but to the world as we believe it to be. This book explores the 
psychology of belief - how beliefs are formed, how they are influenced both by internal factors, such as 
perception, memory, reason, emotion, and prior beliefs, as well as external factors, such as experience, 
identification with a group, social pressure, and manipulation. It also reveals how vulnerable beliefs 
are to error, and how they can be held with great confidence even when factually false. The author, a 
social psychologist who specializes in the psychology of belief, elucidates how the brain and nervous 
system function to create the perceptions, memories, and emotions that shape belief. He explains how 
and why distorted perceptions, false memories, and inappropriate emotional reactions that sometimes 
lead us to embrace false beliefs are natural products of mental functioning. He also shows why it is 
so difficult to change our beliefs when they collide with contradictions. Covering a wide range -- from 
self-perception and the perceived validity of everyday experience to paranormal, religious, and even 
fatal beliefs--the book demonstrates how crucial beliefs are to molding our experience and why they 
have such a powerful hold on our behavior.

Belief

Consciousness is undoubtedly one of the last remaining scientific mysteries and hence one of the 
greatest contemporary scientific challenges. How does the brain's activity result in the rich phe-
nomenology that characterizes our waking life? Are animals conscious? Why did consciousness 
evolve? How does science proceed to answer such questions? Can we define what consciousness 
is? Can we measure it? Can we use experimental results to further our understanding of disorders 
of consciousness, such as those seen in schizophrenia, delirium, or altered states of consciousness? 
These questions are at the heart of contemporary research in the domain. Answering them requires a 
fundamentally interdisciplinary approach that engages not only philosophers, but also neuroscientists 
and psychologists in a joint effort to develop novel approaches that reflect both the stunning recent 
advances in imaging methods as well as the continuing refinement of our concepts of consciousness. 
In this light, the Oxford Companion to Consciousness is the most complete authoritative survey of con-
temporary research on consciousness. Five years in the making and including over 250 concise entries 
written by leaders in the field, the volume covers both fundamental knowledge as well as more recent 
advances in this rapidly changing domain. Structured as an easy-to-use dictionary and extensively 
cross-referenced, the Companion offers contributions from philosophy of mind to neuroscience, from 
experimental psychology to clinical findings, so reflecting the profoundly interdisciplinary nature of the 
domain. Particular care has been taken to ensure that each of the entries is accessible to the general 
reader and that the overall volume represents a comprehensive snapshot of the contemporary study of 
consciousness. The result is a unique compendium that will prove indispensable to anyone interested 
in consciousness, from beginning students wishing to clarify a concept to professional consciousness 
researchers looking for the best characterization of a particular phenomenon.

The Oxford Companion to Consciousness

With the advance of an increasingly globalized market, the opportunities for, and scale of, corruption 
is growing. The size of corporations and their wealth relative to nations provides the resources for 
corrupt practices. The liberalization of international financial markets makes transferring and hiding the 
proceeds of corruption easier. Moves towards privatization in East and West are providing once-only 
incentives for corruption on an unprecedented scale, as officials not only deal with the income of 
the state, but with its assets as well. In this book, Transparency International's (TI) world-renowned 
'Corruption Perception Index' (CPI) and 'Bribery Perception Index' (BPI) are explained and examined by 
a group of experts. They set out to establish to what extent they are reliable measures of corruption and 
whether a series of surveys can measure changes in corruption and the effectiveness of anti-corruption 
strategies. The book contains a variety of expert contributions which deal with the complexity, difficulty 
and potential for measuring corruption as the key to developing effective strategies for combating it.

Measuring Corruption



There is no denying that thinking comes naturally to human beings. But what are thoughts? How is 
thought realized in the brain? Does thinking occur in public or is it a purely private affair? Do young 
children and non-human animals think? Is human thought the same everywhere, or are there culturally 
specific modes of thought? What is the relationship between thought and language? What kind of 
responsibility do we have for our thoughts? In this compelling Very Short Introduction, Tim Bayne looks 
at the nature of thought. Beginning with questions about what thought is and what distinguishes it from 
other kinds of mental states, he goes on to examine various interpretations of thought from philosophy, 
psychology, neuroscience, and anthropology. By exploring the logical structures of thought and the 
relationship between thought and other mental phenomena, as well as the mechanisms that make 
thought possible and the cultural variations that may exist in our thought processes, Bayne looks at 
what we know - and don't know - about our great capacity for thought. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very 
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every 
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our 
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting 
and challenging topics highly readable.

Thought: A Very Short Introduction

In this pioneering collection, some of the world's most eminent critics of development review the key 
concepts of the development discourse in the post-war era. Each essay examines one concept from a 
historical and anthropological point of view and highlights its particular bias. Exposing their historical 
obsolescence and intellectual sterility, the authors call for a bidding farewell to the whole Eurocentric 
development idea. This is urgently needed, they argue, in order to liberate people's minds - in both North 
and South - for bold responses to the environmental and ethical challenges now confronting humanity. 
These essays are an invitation to experts, grassroots movements and students of development to 
recognize the tainted glasses they put on whenever they participate in the development discourse.

The Development Dictionary

This book is about the use of language in the science classroom. It discusses the evolution of scientific 
discourse for learning in secondary schools, and examines the form and function of language across 
a variety of levels including lexiogrammar, discourse semantics, register, genre and ideology. Special 
attention is paid to how this knowledge is imparted. It will be of particular interest to educators involved 
with linguistics and/or science curriculum and teachers of English for special and academic purposes.; 
It is aimed at teachers of undergraduates in science and literacy, linguists teaching in English for special 
and academic purposes and students in higher education with an interest in science and literacy.

Writing Science

Philosophy of medicine is thought of today as a distinct discipline with its own set of concerns. This 
title focuses on all major aspects of the philosophy of medicine and the attempts of philosophers, 
bioethicists, and physicians to address its unique set of problems and questions. It deals with the 
various metaphysical, ethical and practical problems and questions facing modern medicine such as 
human nature and mind; reductionism and holism; causation and etiology; notions of disease, health, 
illness and disability; ageing, death and suicide; medical theory and models; social determinants of 
health and the role of factors such as technology and evidence-based medicine in providing valid 
diagnostic and therapeutic knowledge.

Handbook of the Philosophy of Medicine

This unique collection examines the connections between two complementary approaches to philo-
sophical social theory: Hegel-inspired theories of recognition (Anerkennung), and analytical social 
ontology. The chapters investigate the social constitution of persons and the nature of social and 
institutional reality.

Recognition and Social Ontology

What, if anything, is religious or spiritual delusion? What does religious delusion reveal about the 
difference between good and bad spirituality? 'The Abraham Dilemma' is the first book written by a 
philosopher on the topic of religious delusion - on the disorder's causes, contents, consequences, 
diagnosis and treatment.

The Abraham Dilemma



This book seeks to re-define the role of fantasy in human life by overturning mainstream psychology's 
understanding of daydreams as being task-distracted mind wandering by proposing that all waking 
fantasies function to transform mood states into specific emotional reactions.

Self-deception

This book exposes our unconscious selfish motives, those we're reluctant to discuss or even think 
about. These motives drive our body language, laughter, and conversation, as well as venerated 
institutions like art, school, charity, medicine, politics, and religion. You'll never see yourself, or the 
world, the same again.

Daydreams and the Function of Fantasy

This book draws on Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology, psychology, neuroscience and Buddhist philos-
ophy to explicate Merleau-Ponty’s unwritten ethics. Daly contends that though Merleau-Ponty never 
developed an ethics per se, there is significant textual evidence that clearly indicates he had the 
intention to do so. This book highlights the explicit references to ethics that he offers and proposes that 
these, allied to his ontological commitments, provide the basis for the development of an ethics. In this 
work Daly shows how Merleau-Ponty’s relational ontology, in which the interdependence of self, other 
and world is affirmed, offers an entirely new approach to ethics. In contrast to the ‘top-down’ ethics 
of norms, obligations and prescriptions, Daly maintains that Merleau-Ponty’s ethics is a ‘bottom-up’ 
ethics which depends on direct insight into our own intersubjective natures, the ‘I’ within the ‘we’ and 
the ‘we’ within the ‘I’; insight into the real nature of our relation to others and the particularities of the 
given situation. Merleau-Ponty and the Ethics of Intersubjectivity is an important contribution to the 
scholarship on the later Merleau-Ponty which will be of interest to graduate students and scholars. 
Daly offers informed readings of Merleau-Ponty’s texts and the overall approach is both scholarly and 
innovative.

The Elephant in the Brain

A noted philosopher proposes a naturalistic (rather than supernaturalistic) way to solve the "really hard 
problem": how to live in a meaningful way—how to live a life that really matters—even as a finite material 
being living in a material world. If consciousness is "the hard problem" in mind science—explaining 
how the amazing private world of consciousness emerges from neuronal activity—then "the really 
hard problem," writes Owen Flanagan in this provocative book, is explaining how meaning is possible 
in the material world. How can we make sense of the magic and mystery of life naturalistically, 
without an appeal to the supernatural? How do we say truthful and enchanting things about being 
human if we accept the fact that we are finite material beings living in a material world, or, in 
Flanagan's description, short-lived pieces of organized cells and tissue? Flanagan's answer is both 
naturalistic and enchanting. We all wish to live in a meaningful way, to live a life that really matters, to 
flourish, to achieve eudaimonia—to be a "happy spirit." Flanagan calls his "empirical-normative" inquiry 
into the nature, causes, and conditions of human flourishing eudaimonics. Eudaimonics, systematic 
philosophical investigation that is continuous with science, is the naturalist's response to those who 
say that science has robbed the world of the meaning that fantastical, wishful stories once provided. 
Flanagan draws on philosophy, neuroscience, evolutionary biology, and psychology, as well as on 
transformative mindfulness and self-cultivation practices that come from such nontheistic spiritual 
traditions as Buddhism, Confucianism, Aristotelianism, and Stoicism, in his quest. He gathers from 
these disciplines knowledge that will help us understand the nature, causes, and constituents of 
well-being and advance human flourishing. Eudaimonics can help us find out how to make a difference, 
how to contribute to the accumulation of good effects—how to live a meaningful life.

Merleau-Ponty and the Ethics of Intersubjectivity

Jordi Fernýndez here offers a philosophical investigation of memory, one which engages with memory's 
philosophically puzzling characteristics in order to clarify what memory is. Memories interact with 
mental states of other types in a particular way, and they also have associated feelings that these other 
mental states lack. They are special in terms of their representational capacity too, since one can have 
memories of objective events as well as memories of one's own past experiences. Finally, memories 
are epistemically unique, in that beliefs formed on the basis of memories are protected from certain 
errors of misidentification, and are justified in a way which does not rely on any cognitive capacity other 
than memory. To explain these unique features, Fernýndez proposes that memories have a particular 



functional role which involves past perceptual experiences and beliefs about the past. He suggests that 
memories have a particular content as well, namely that they represent themselves as having a certain 
causal origin. Fernýndez then explains the feelings associated with our memories as the experience of 
some of the things that our memories represent, things such as our own past experiences, or the fact 
that memories originate in those experiences. He also accounts for the special justification for belief 
afforded by our memories in terms of the content that memories have. The resulting picture is a unified 
account of several philosophically interesting aspects of memory, one that will appeal to philosophers 
of mind, metaphysicians, and epistemologists alike.

The Really Hard Problem

Memory
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