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Economic Liberalism And Its Rivals The Formation Of 
International Institutions Among The Post Sovie
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This topic explores the profound impact of economic liberalism and its competing ideologies on 
the formation and evolution of international institutions within the Post-Soviet sphere. It delves into 
how these newly independent states navigated the complex challenges of transition, shaping their 
integration into the global economy while also highlighting the ongoing geopolitical struggles and 
diverse economic pathways that emerged in the aftermath of the Soviet era.
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Economic Liberalism and Its Rivals

Darden traces the decisions that shaped the entry of post-Soviet states into the world economy.

Economic Liberalism and Its Rivals

Examines the critical role that the economic ideas of state leaders play in the creation and maintenance 
of the international economic order. Drawing on a detailed study of the fifteen post-Soviet states in their 
first decade of independence, interviews with key decision-makers and the use of closed ministerial 
archives, the book explores how the changing ideas of state officials led countries to follow one of three 
institutional paths: rapid entry into the World Trade Organization, participation in a regional Customs 
Union based on their prior Soviet ties, or autarky and economic closure. In doing so, the book traces 
the decisions that shaped the entry of these strategically important countries into the world economy 
and provides a novel theory of the role of ideas in international politics.

Economic Liberalism and Its Rivals

This book builds on theory of authoritarian regionalism and is the first attempt to analyse the interaction 
of authoritarian regional organizations in Eurasia with their global and regional counterparts (NATO, EU, 
WTO, IMF etc.). It analyses three decades of the development of post-Soviet regional organizations pri-
or to the tectonic geopolitical and security changes of 2022. Eurasian regional organizations created by 
Russia have been frequently perceived as attempts to establish ‘alternatives’ to the global governance 
institutions and to compete with other regional organizations like, for example, the European Union 
(EU). They are seen as a pronounced example of ‘authoritarian regionalism’, i.e., regional organizations 
established by non-democracies. The way they interact with global and regional institutions has, 
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however, remained understudied. This book aims to close this gap. It places Eurasia within a global 
context and considers similar trends world-wide as well as outlines the agenda for future studies of 
global versus regional governance. The book sheds light on long-term strategies of Russia in Eurasia, 
in global economy and in world politics, and on the interaction between Russia and other post-Soviet 
states. With an extended introduction and conclusion, this book is an insightful resource for scholars; 
advanced students; and researchers of politics, international relations, and Eurasian area-studies. The 
chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of Post-Communist Economies.

Global Governance and Interaction between International Institutions

Analyses economic nationalism as a set of ideas and policies that have shaped the modern world 
economy over the past 250 years.

The Nationalist Dilemma

Shows how domestic politics creates incentives for political actors to surrender sovereignty to outside 
powers.

Political Survival and Sovereignty in International Relations

An approach to comparative economic systems that avoids simple dichotomies to examine a wide 
variety of institutional and systemic arrangements, with updated country case studies. Comparative 
economics, with its traditional dichotomies of socialism versus capitalism, private versus state, and 
planning versus market, is changing. This innovative textbook offers a new approach to understanding 
different economic systems that reflects both recent transformations in the world economy and recent 
changes in the field.This new edition examines a wide variety of institutional and systemic arrange-
ments, many of which reflect deep roots in countries' cultures and histories. The book has been updated 
and revised throughout, with new material in both the historical overview and the country case studies. 
It offers a broad survey of economic systems, then looks separately at market capitalism, Marxism 
and socialism, and “new traditional economies” (with an emphasis on the role of religions, Islam in 
particular, in economic systems). It presents case studies of advanced capitalist nations, including the 
United States, Japan, Sweden, and Germany; alternative paths in the transition from socialist to market 
economies taken by such countries as Russia, the former Soviet republics, Poland, China, and the 
two Koreas; and developing countries, including India, Iran, South Africa, Mexico, and Brazil. The new 
chapters on Brazil and South Africa complete the book's coverage of all five BRICS nations; the chapter 
on South Africa extends the book's comparative treatment to another continent. The chapter on Brazil 
with its account of the role of the Amazon rain forest as a great carbon sink expands the coverage of 
global environmental and sustainability issues. Each chapter ends with discussion questions.

Comparative Economics in a Transforming World Economy, third edition

The interconnection between international organizations (IOs) membership and democratization has 
become a topic of intense debate. However, the main focus of the literature so far has been on IOs 
created by democratic states and comprised mostly of democracies, for examples the European Union. 
In contrast to existing studies, this book focuses on another group of regional IOs, referred to as 
'non-democratic IOs' which are organizations founded by autocracies. How do these newly emerged 
organizations interrelate and interact with the outside world? How do they counteract and confront 
the danger of democratization in their own member states and neighboring states? This book aims to 
address these questions by developing a new theory of authoritarian regionalism, and by combining 
both quantitative and qualitative analysis to test it. The quantitative analysis uses a large dataset of all 
regional organizations worldwide for the post-World War II period, with the aim of defining historical 
trends in development and the modification of regionalism over the last seven decades (1945-2015). 
Qualitative analysis refines and develops the argument by looking at the case of post-Soviet Eurasia. 
The book uncovers a new type of regionalism - 'authoritarian regionalism' and traces its historical 
roots as well as its implications for modern politics. The book is the first attempt to systematically 
investigate the functioning and the impact of authoritarian regionalism as a new phenomenon as well 
as its implications for democratization world-wide. The book contributes to the theory of regionalism, 
international organizations, studies of autocracies, foreign policy, and democratization world-wide.

Authoritarian Regionalism in the World of International Organizations



The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Regionalism - the first of its kind - offers a systematic and 
wide-ranging survey of the scholarship on regionalism, regionalization, and regional governance. 
Unpacking the major debates, leading authors of the field synthesize the state of the art, provide a 
guide to the comparative study of regionalism, and identify future avenues of research. Twenty-seven 
chapters review the theoretical and empirical scholarship with regard to the emergence of regionalism, 
the institutional design of regional organizations and issue-specific governance, as well as the effects 
of regionalism and its relationship with processes of regionalization. The authors explore theories of 
cooperation, integration, and diffusion explaining the rise and the different forms of regionalism. The 
handbook also discusses the state of the art on the world regions: North America, Latin America, 
Europe, Eurasia, Asia, North Africa and the Middle East, and Sub-Saharan Africa. Various chapters 
survey the literature on regional governance in major issue areas such as security and peace, trade 
and finance, environment, migration, social and gender policies, as well as democracy and human 
rights. Finally, the handbook engages in cross-regional comparisons with regard to institutional design, 
dispute settlement, identities and communities, legitimacy and democracy, as well as inter- and 
transregionalism.

The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Regionalism

Mass mobilization is among the most dramatic and inspiring forces for political change. When ordinary 
citizens take to the streets in large numbers, they can undermine and even topple undemocratic 
governments, as the recent wave of peaceful uprisings in several postcommunist states has shown. 
However, investigation into how protests are organized can sometimes reveal that the origins and 
purpose of "people power" are not as they appear on the surface. In particular, protest can be used as 
an instrument of elite actors to advance their own interests rather than those of the masses. Weapons 
of the Wealthy focuses on the region of post-Soviet Central Asia to investigate the causes of elite-led 
protest. In nondemocratic states, economic and political opportunities can give rise to elites who are 
independent of the regime, yet vulnerable to expropriation and harassment from above. In conditions of 
political uncertainty, elites have an incentive to cultivate support in local communities, which elites can 
then wield as a "weapon" against a predatory regime. Scott Radnitz builds on his in-depth fieldwork 
and analysis of the spatial distribution of protests to demonstrate how Kyrgyzstan's post-independence 
development laid the groundwork for elite-led mobilization, whereas Uzbekistan's did not. Elites often 
have the wherewithal and the motivation to trigger protests, as is borne out by Radnitz's more than one 
hundred interviews with those who participated in, observed, or avoided protests. Even Kyrgyzstan's 
2005 "Tulip Revolution," which brought about the first peaceful change of power in Central Asia since 
independence, should be understood as a strategic action of elites rather than as an expression of the 
popular will. This interpretation helps account for the undemocratic nature of the successor government 
and the 2010 uprising that toppled it. It also serves as a warning for scholars to look critically at 
bottom-up political change.

Weapons of the Wealthy

" Nearly three decades after the fall of the Berlin Wall, early hopes for the integration of the post-Soviet 
states into a "Europe whole and free" seem to have been decisively dashed. Europe itself is in the 
midst of a multifaceted crisis that threatens the considerable gains of the post-war liberal European 
experiment. In Russia, the Former Soviet Republics, and Europe Since 1989, Katherine Graney 
provides a panoramic and historically-rooted overview of the process of "Europeanization" in Russia 
and all fourteen of the former Soviet republics since 1989. Graney argues that deeply rooted ideas about 
Europe's cultural-civilizational primacy and concerns about both ideological and institutional alignment 
with Europe continue to influence both internal politics in contemporary Europe and the processes of 
Europeanization in the post-Soviet world. By comparing the effect of the phenomenon across Russia 
and the ex-republics, Graney provides a theoretically grounded and empirically rich window into how 
we should study politics in the former USSR. "--

Russia, the Former Soviet Republics, and Europe Since 1989

This handbook examines the theory and practice of international relations in Asia. Building on an 
investigation of how various theoretical approaches to international relations can elucidate Asia's 
empirical realities, authors examine the foreign relations and policies of major countries or sets of 
countries.



Oxford Handbook of the International Relations of Asia

As Russia and China leave communism behind, they struggle to forge a new political ideology for a 
new era

The Return of Ideology

Increasing economic transparency benefits democracy: it helps elections work. Yet under autocracy, 
transparency contributes to political instability.

Transparency, Democracy, and Autocracy

Challenging conventional accounts, Markets in the Name of Socialism chronicles a transnational 
dialogue among economists on both sides of the Iron Curtain about democracy, socialism, and markets. 
These exchanges led to the transformations of 1989 and, unintentionally, the rise of neoliberalism.

Markets in the Name of Socialism

This book provides an understanding of Russia’s geopolitical strategic interests as well as a larger 
picture of its political realities. It shares insights on how to understand and solve the problems affecting 
US-Russian relations and the world.The book addresses three primary questions relevant to the current 
global context: Will current geopolitical shifts greatly benefit Russia’s long-term global objectives? What 
foreign policy will Russia pursue in the Middle East and the Baltic regions to guarantee the security of 
its strategic interests? And will major powers confront one another over resources that could trigger 
military conflict, or will they choose appeasement to maintain peace and stability in this new era? Thus, 
the book offers insights into the future geopolitical landscape. It therefore is a must-read for scholars, 
researchers of international relations and political science, as well as professionals, practitioners and 
analysts, interested in a better understanding of the changing global order and Russia’s geopolitical 
strategic interests.

The Dynamics of Russia’s Geopolitics

This captivating volume brings together case studies drawn from four post-Soviet states—Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus, and Moldova. The collected papers illustrate how the events that started in 1985 
and brought down the USSR six years later led to the rise of fifteen successor states, with their own 
historicized collective memories. The volume’s analyses juxtapose history textbooks for secondary 
schools and universities, and how they aim to create understandings as well as identities that are 
politically usable, within their different contexts. From this emerges a picture of multiple perestroika(s) 
and diverging development paths. Only in Ukraine—a country that recently experienced two popular 
uprisings, the Orange Revolution and the Revolution of Dignity—the people themselves are ascribed 
agency and the power to change their country. In the other three states, elites are, instead, pre-
sented as prime movers of society, as is historical determinism. The volume’s contributors are Diana 
Bencheci, Andrei Dudchik, Liliya Erushkina, Marharyta Fabrykant, Alexandr Gorylev, Andrey Kashin, 
Alla Marchenko, Valerii Mosneagu, Alexey Rusakov, Natalia Tregubova, and Yuliya Yurchuk.

When the Future Came: The Collapse of the USSR and the Emergence of National Memory in 
Post-Soviet History Textbooks

Russia has recently re-emerged as the dominant political, economic and military actor in former Soviet 
nations. Kanet and Freire bring together a stellar cast of contributors to consider Russia's recent return 
as a major regional and international actor and its likely future policy toward its neighbours.

Russia and its Near Neighbours

While the decline of communism in the late twentieth century brought democracy, political freedom, 
and better economic prospects for many people, it also produced massive social dislocation and 
engendered social problems that were far less pronounced under the old regimes. The fall of state 
socialism led to enormously complex political, economic, social, and cultural transformations, and 
while political liberalization was a lofty goal, it was neither uniform in its effects nor unqualified in 
its benefits. Postcommunism from Within foregrounds the diversity of the historical experiences and 
current realities of people in the postcommunist region in examining how they are responding to these 
monumental changes at home. The original essays in this volume lay out a bold new approach to 



research on the postcommunist region, and to democratization studies more broadly, that focuses on 
the social and cultural microprocesses behind political and economic transformation. Thematic essays 
by eminent scholars of postcommunism from across the social sciences are supported by case studies 
to demonstrate the limitations of current democratization paradigms and suggest ways of building 
categories of research that more closely capture the role of vernacular knowledge in demanding, 
creating, and adapting to institutional change. A novel approach to understanding one of the greatest 
political and social transformations in recent history, Postcommunism from Within explores not just 
how citizens respond to political and economic restructuring engineered at the top but also how people 
enact their own visions of life, politics, and justice by responding to daily challenges.

Postcommunism from Within

Grappling with an issue at the core of the modern state and international security, George Gavrilis 
explores border control from the 19th century Ottoman Empire to 21st century Central Asia, China, 
and Afghanistan, exploring why some borders deter insurgents, smugglers, bandits, and militants while 
most suffer from infiltration and crisis.

The Dynamics of Interstate Boundaries

Providing an overview of the range and scope of International Political Economy scholarship, this 
important work maps the different regional schools of IPE and notes the distinctive way IPE is practiced 
and conceptualized around the world.

Routledge Handbook of International Political Economy (IPE)

The first systematic investigation of changes in oil market governance in the advanced industrial 
democracies over the last three decades.

Globalizing Oil

This volume brings together experts from different world regions. It presents various experiences 
with building indicator systems for monitoring the implementation of regional economic integration 
policies such as preferential trade areas, common markets or economic and monetary unions. The 
volume discusses both the technical and governance aspects of such systems, and best practices. The 
regional experiences that are covered include: the European Union, Eurasia, ASEAN, the East African 
Community (EAC), COMESA, CARICOM, the African-Caribbean-Pacific Group, and the Americas. In 
addition, various chapters discuss cross-cutting methodological challenges related to trade-related 
indicators.

Indicator-Based Monitoring of Regional Economic Integration

The struggle between Russia and Great Britain over Central Asia in the nineteenth century was the 
original "great game." But in the past quarter century, a new "great game" has emerged, pitting America 
against a newly aggressive Russia and a resource-hungry China, all struggling for influence over one of 
the volatile areas in the world: the long border region stretching from Iran through Pakistan to Kashmir. 
In Great Games, Local Rules, Alexander Cooley, one of America's most respected Central Asia experts, 
explores the dynamics of the new competition over the region since 9/11. All three great powers are 
pursuing important goals: basing rights for the US, access to natural resources for the Chinese, and 
increased political influence for the Russians. But Central Asian governments have proven themselves 
powerful forces in their own right, establishing local rules that serve to fend off foreign involvement, 
enrich themselves and reinforce their sovereign authority. Cooley's careful and surprising explanation 
of how small states interact with great powers in this vital region greatly advances our understanding 
of how world politics actually works in this contemporary era.

Great Games, Local Rules

Although the role of the military in Russia has changed significantly since Soviet times, it continues to 
exert great influence on Russian politics, economy and society. This book presents a comprehensive 
overview of current developments related to Russia’s military sector. It considers recent military 
reforms, personnel issues, the defence industry and procurement, the defence economy, changes 
in civil-military relations, and the continuing huge economic significance of Russia’s military-industrial 
complex. It explores difficulties currently faced by the Russian military, including problems of recruitment 



and leadership; analyses Russian security policy - including in relation to Europe and more widely; and 
discusses the lessons learned by the Russian military as a result of the recent war in Georgia. The book 
argues that reform attempts have often been thwarted by bureaucracy, economy, strategy, manpower, 
weapon systems and leadership. The book concludes by assessing likely future developments.

The Russian Armed Forces in Transition

Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine administered an unprecedented shock to the European and global 
energy markets, triggering emergency interventions and market reforms to limit the impact of the 
crisis on energy prices and supply security. More fundamentally, the supply shock sparked a profound 
reappraisal of foreign supply and infrastructure dependencies (for example, on China), leading states 
to adopt new legal initiatives to strengthen the resilience of their clean energy supply chains. Energy 
geopolitics and supply security are now firmly back at the centre of global energy policy, and in this 
new geopolitical reality, we critically need to reassess the role of energy law in the creation - and 
avoidance - of dangerous energy dependencies. Using the 2022 energy crisis as core example, Energy 
Dependence and Supply Security offers a legal analysis of energy trade and investment as a tool of 
geopolitical power, an issue seldom considered outside of economic statecraft and energy geopolitics. 
Anatole Boute's timely analysis illustrates the paradox of energy law and security: legal instruments 
of energy security have helped create the supply and infrastructure dependencies that allowed for the 
weaponization of energy. The book examines the legal responses adopted by the European Union to 
the impact of the Russian energy shock, reflecting on strategies to avoid similar disruptions in the clean 
energy industry. In turn, it proposes innovative supply security reforms that would allow dependencies 
to be managed, while still preserving the international collaboration that is needed to accelerate the 
transition to clean, affordable, and secure energy systems.

Energy Dependence and Supply Security

This insightful Companion provides an in-depth, systematic analysis of the Eurasian Economic Union 
(EAEU), an economic union of several post-Soviet Eurasian states.

The Elgar Companion to the Eurasian Economic Union

Why do states still need diplomats? Despite instantaneous electronic communication and rapid global 
travel, the importance of ambassadors and embassies has in many ways grown since the middle of 
the nineteenth century. However, in theories of international relations, diplomats are often neglected 
in favor of states or leaders, or they are dismissed as old-fashioned. David Lindsey develops a 
new theory of diplomacy that illuminates why states find ambassadors indispensable to effective 
intergovernmental interaction. He argues that the primary diplomatic challenge countries face is not 
simply communication—it is credibility. Diplomats can often communicate credibly with their host 
countries even when their superiors cannot because diplomats spend time building the trust that is vital 
to cooperation. Using a combination of history, game theory, and statistical analysis, Lindsey explores 
the logic of delegating authority to diplomats. He argues that countries tend to appoint diplomats who 
are sympathetic to their host countries and share common interests with them. Ideal diplomats hold 
political preferences that fall in between those of their home country and their host country, and they 
are capable of balancing both sets of interests without embracing either point of view fully. Delegated 
Diplomacy is based on a comprehensive dataset of more than 1,300 diplomatic biographies drawn 
from declassified intelligence records, as well as detailed case studies of the U.S. ambassadors to the 
United Kingdom and Germany before and during World War I. It provides a rich and insightful account 
of the theory and practice of diplomacy in international relations.

Delegated Diplomacy

This book sets out political economy explanations for higher education policy reform in Europe in the 
initial decades of the 21st century. With a sustained focus on the national level of policy implementation, 
institutional change is considered in relationship to broader trends in economic development and glob-
alization. Since the concept of a “Europe of Knowledge” was presented by the European Commission 
in 1997, the pursuit of global competitiveness sets the context for the international initiative of the 
Bologna Process that has created the European Higher Education Area (EHEA). Growing from 29 to 48 
participating countries, there are three core explanations for change in the policy process: globalization 
(economic), intergovernmentalism (political), and Europeanization (social). As part of multi-method 
research analysis, this book presents qualitative case studies on Portugal and Spain to consider 



points of comparison, including national governance history and modernization of higher education 
institutions. The structure of government in these countries affects the policy reforms. Ultimately, the 
Bologna Process serves as a model for integration of higher education reform in other world regions. 
This book is essential reading for students, researchers, and policy makers in the fields of education, 
economics, and public policy.

Globalization and Change in Higher Education

Energy has been an important element in Moscow’s quest to exert power and influence in its sur-
rounding areas both before and after the collapse of the USSR. With their political independence 
in 1991, Ukraine, Belarus, and Lithuania also became, virtually overnight, separate energy-poor 
entities heavily dependent on Russia. This increasingly costly dependency – and elites’ scrambling 
over associated profits – came to crucially affect not only relations with Russia, but the very nature 
of post-independence state building. The Politics of Energy Dependency explores why these states 
were unable to move towards energy diversification. Through extensive field research using previously 
untapped local-language sources, Margarita M. Balmaceda reveals a complex picture of local elites 
dealing with the complications of energy dependency and, in the process, affecting the energy security 
of Europe as a whole. A must-read for anyone interested in Eastern Europe, Russia, and the politics 
of natural resources, this book reveals the insights gained by looking at post-Soviet development and 
international relations issues not only from a Moscow-centered perspective, but from that of individual 
actors in other states.

Politics of Energy Dependency

What drives anti-immigrant bias—and how it can be mitigated In the aftermath of the refugee crisis 
caused by conflicts in the Middle East and an increase in migration to Europe, European nations 
have witnessed a surge in discrimination targeted at immigrant minorities. To quell these conflicts, 
some governments have resorted to the adoption of coercive assimilation policies aimed at erasing 
differences between natives and immigrants. Are these policies the best method for reducing hostilities? 
Native Bias challenges the premise of such regulations by making the case for a civic integration model, 
based on shared social ideas defining the concept and practice of citizenship. Drawing from original 
surveys, survey experiments, and novel field experiments, Donghyun Danny Choi, Mathias Poertner, 
and Nicholas Sambanis show that although prejudice against immigrants is often driven by differences 
in traits such as appearance and religious practice, the suppression of such differences does not 
constitute the only path to integration. Instead, the authors demonstrate that similarities in ideas and 
value systems can serve as the foundation for a common identity, based on a shared concept of 
citizenship, overcoming the perceived social distance between natives and immigrants. Addressing one 
of the most pressing challenges of our time, Native Bias offers an original framework for understanding 
anti-immigrant discrimination and the processes through which it can be overcome.

Native Bias

One of the most contentious issues in contemporary foreign policy—especially in the United States—is 
the use of military force to intervene in the domestic affairs of other states. Some military interventions 
explicitly try to transform the domestic institutions of the states they target; others do not, instead 
attempting only to reverse foreign policies or resolve disputes without trying to reshape the internal 
landscape of the target state. In Leaders at War, Elizabeth N. Saunders provides a framework for 
understanding when and why great powers seek to transform foreign institutions and societies through 
military interventions. She highlights a crucial but often-overlooked factor in international relations: the 
role of individual leaders. Saunders argues that leaders’ threat perceptions—specifically, whether they 
believe that threats ultimately originate from the internal characteristics of other states—influence both 
the decision to intervene and the choice of intervention strategy. These perceptions affect the degree to 
which leaders use intervention to remake the domestic institutions of target states. Using archival and 
historical sources, Saunders concentrates on U.S. military interventions during the Cold War, focusing 
on the presidencies of Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson. After demonstrating the importance of 
leaders in this period, she also explores the theory’s applicability to other historical and contemporary 
settings including the post–Cold War period and the war in Iraq.

Leaders at War



This book provides a comprehensive analysis of Scandinavia as a regional international society, 
including the Nordic Peace and the rise of the Scandinavian welfare state. Schouenborg aims to take 
the next big step in the theoretical development of the English School of International Relations - 
particularly the structural version introduced by Barry Buzan. He analyses the formation of a Scan-
dinavian regional international society over a 200-year period and develops the concepts of ‘primary 
institutions’ and ‘binding forces’ as an analytical framework. In doing so, he not only offers one of the 
first systematic applications of English School structural theory, but also sheds a new comparative light 
on the distinctiveness of Scandinavian international relations, and provides a novel intervention in the 
debates about the emergence of the so-called Nordic Peace. In the first part of the book Schouenborg 
explains the core concepts and discusses how one may distinguish a regional international society 
from the broader global international society in which it is embedded. In the second part he provides 
an in-depth study of the Scandinavian case, focussing on the periods 1815 to 1919; 1919 to 1989; 
and 1989 to 2010. The Scandinavian International Societywill be of interest to students and scholars 
of international relations theory, Scandinavian international relations and history, and researchers 
engaged in comparative welfare state studies.

The Scandinavian International Society

In February 2022, Russian missiles rained on Ukrainian cities, and tanks rolled towards Kyiv to end 
Ukrainian independent statehood. President Zelensky declined a Western evacuation offer and Ukraini-
ans rallied to defend their country. What are the roots of this war, which has upended the international 
legal order and brought back the spectre of nuclear escalation? How did these supposedly “brotherly 
peoples” become each other’s worst nightmare? In Russia and Ukraine: Entangled Histories, Diverging 
States, Maria Popova and Oxana Shevel explain how since 1991 Russia and Ukraine diverged 
politically, ending up on a collision course. Russia slid back into authoritarianism and imperialism, 
while Ukraine consolidated a competitive political system and pro-European identity. As Ukraine built a 
democratic nation-state, Russia refused to accept it and came to see it as an “anti-Russia” project. After 
political and economic pressure proved ineffective, and even counterproductive, Putin went to war to 
force Ukraine back into the fold of the “Russian world.” Ukraine resisted, determined to pursue European 
integration as a sovereign state. These irreconcilable goals, rather than geopolitical wrangling between 
Russia and the West over NATO expansion, are – the authors argue – essential to understanding 
Russia’s war on Ukraine.

Russia and Ukraine

Russia's leadership in establishing the BRICS group (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) is 
emblematic of its desire to end US hegemony and rewrite the rules of the international system. Rachel 
S. Salzman tells the story of why Russia broke with the West, how BRICS came together, why the group 
is emblematic of Russia's challenge to the existing global order, and how BRICS has changed since its 
debut. The BRICS group of non-Western states with emerging economies is held together by a shared 
commitment to revising global economic governance and strict noninterference in the internal affairs 
of other countries. BRICS is not exclusively a Russian story, but understanding the role of BRICS in 
Russian foreign policy is critical to understanding the group’s mission. In a time of alienation from the 
Euro-Atlantic world, BRICS provides Russia with much needed political support and legitimacy. While 
the longterm cohesion of the group is uncertain, BRICS stands as one of Vladimir Putin's signature 
international accomplishments. This book is essential reading for scholars and policymakers interested 
in Russian foreign policy, the BRICS group, and global governance.

Russia, BRICS, and the Disruption of Global Order

Rather than direct confrontation, this book argues that competition over the provision and consumption 
of global public and private goods is shaping the decline of the liberal international order.

Undermining American Hegemony

The postcommunist transitions produced two very different types of states. The "contractual" state is 
associated with the countries of Eastern Europe, which moved toward democratic regimes, consen-
sual relations with society, and clear boundaries between political power and economic wealth. The 
"predatory" state is associated with the successors to the USSR, which instead developed authoritarian 
regimes, coercive relations with society, and poorly defined boundaries between the political and 
economic realms. In Capital, Coercion, and Postcommunist States, Gerald M. Easter shows how 



the cumulative result of the many battles between state coercion and societal capital over taxation 
gave rise to these distinctive transition outcomes. Easter's fiscal sociology of the postcommunist 
state highlights the interconnected paths that led from the fiscal crisis of the old regime through the 
revenue bargains of transitional tax regimes to the eventual reconfiguration of state-society relations. 
His focused comparison of Poland and Russia exemplifies postcommunism's divergent institutional 
forms. The Polish case shows how conflicts over taxation influenced the emergence of a rule-of-law 
contractual state, social-market capitalism, and civil society. The Russian case reveals how revenue 
imperatives reinforced the emergence of a rule-by-law predatory state, concessions-style capitalism, 
and dependent society.

Capital, Coercion, and Postcommunist States

In questo numero PROBLEMI E RIFLESSIONI / PROBLEMS AND ISSUES Il Parlamento Europeo di 
fronte alle nuove sfide del XXI secolo, Gianni Pittella L’Alleanza Atlantica a sessant’anni dal Trattato di 
Washington. Intervista al Presidente del Comitato Militare della NATO, ammiraglio Di Paola, e all’am-
basciatore degli Stati Uniti in Italia, Thorne, a cura di Luca Ratti Il processo di pace israelo-palestinese: 
vecchi ostacoli e nuove opportunità. Intervista al Prof. Moshe Ma’oz, a cura di Maria Teresa Mammì 
e Silvia Masci La difesa dei diritti umani in Colombia. Protagonisti, metodi e percorsi a confronto, 
Davide Berruti STUDI E RICERCHE / STUDIES AND RESEARCH Attualità del pensiero di Sturzo 
nella ricerca di un nuovo ordine internazionale, Alfredo Breccia The U.S. Senate, the Military, and 
the North Atlantic Treaty: the Struggle over America’s Cold War Alliance Strategy, Jason Davidson 
Civilization on Trial - Again. Civilization and the Study of World Politics: Reading Arnold Toynbee 
today, Derrick Fiedler, Bjørn Thomassen EU Crisis management role in water conflicts in central Asia: 
Open Opportunities or Lost Causes?, Darya Pushkina La politica mediterranea dell’Unione Europea 
dal Processo di Barcellona all’Unione per il Mediterraneo (1995-2009), Paolo Wulzer DOCUMENTI / 
DOCUMENTS FATTI / CHRONOLOGY LIBRI / BOOKS

Rivista Processi storici e politiche di pace n. 7-8 2009

An in-depth analysis of one of the most important and complex issues of the post-Soviet era, namely 
the (re-)integration of this highly interconnected region. The book considers the evolution of 'holding-to-
gether' groups since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, looking at intergovernmental interaction 
and informal economic and social ties.

Holding-Together Regionalism: Twenty Years of Post-Soviet Integration

Globalisation, like no other term, has gained in recent years a prominent position in nearly all branches 
of social science. Consequently, its definitions abound, also in economics -- a discipline to which it 
has a special relevance. In economic terms, Globalisation is the historical process of gradual, yet 
persistent liberalisation followed by the coalescence of the hitherto largely fragmented markets of 
goods, capital and labour into a single global market. The concurrent regional integration processes, 
should by no means be seen as a trend opposed to Globalisation, which they may even facilitate in 
some circumstances by moving integration to a higher level: from that of national economics up to 
that of international organisations, for instance, the EU integrating with NAFTA, ASEAN with CIS or 
Mercosur with Caricom. Thus defined Globalisation depends on a variety of circumstances and has 
numerous implications. It is an extremely dynamic and complex process which, therefore, allows of 
no unambiguous assessment. Globalisation is an irreversible process, although -- as the experience 
of the last two or three years has shown -- its progress can be significantly impeded in the short run 
by various kinds of political and economic shocks. So the idea is to follow an enlightened and wise 
development strategy and a well-co-ordinated policy -- in this case, on the international and global 
scale -- that would minimise the attendant problems and eliminate, as far as possible, the concomitant 
social stress. How to achieve this goal is the question the authors address in this volume.

Globalization and Social Stress
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