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This content delves into the critical challenges facing the American Dream, examining how predatory 
lending practices contribute to widespread home foreclosures. It highlights the devastating impact on 
families and communities, underscoring the urgent need for protective measures against financial 
exploitation and instability within the housing market.
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Preserving the American dream: predatory lending practices and home foreclosures: hearing before 
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Preserving the American Dream

The Financial Crisis Inquiry Report, published by the U.S. Government and the Financial Crisis Inquiry 
Commission in early 2011, is the official government report on the United States financial collapse 
and the review of major financial institutions that bankrupted and failed, or would have without help 
from the government. The commission and the report were implemented after Congress passed an act 
in 2009 to review and prevent fraudulent activity. The report details, among other things, the periods 
before, during, and after the crisis, what led up to it, and analyses of subprime mortgage lending, credit 
expansion and banking policies, the collapse of companies like Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, and the 
federal bailouts of Lehman and AIG. It also discusses the aftermath of the fallout and our current state. 
This report should be of interest to anyone concerned about the financial situation in the U.S. and 
around the world.THE FINANCIAL CRISIS INQUIRY COMMISSION is an independent, bi-partisan, 
government-appointed panel of 10 people that was created to "examine the causes, domestic and 
global, of the current financial and economic crisis in the United States." It was established as part of 
the Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009. The commission consisted of private citizens with 
expertise in economics and finance, banking, housing, market regulation, and consumer protection. 
They examined and reported on "the collapse of major financial institutions that failed or would have 
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failed if not for exceptional assistance from the government."News Dissector DANNY SCHECHTER 
is a journalist, blogger and filmmaker. He has been reporting on economic crises since the 1980's 
when he was with ABC News. His film In Debt We Trust warned of the economic meltdown in 2006. He 
has since written three books on the subject including Plunder: Investigating Our Economic Calamity 
(Cosimo Books, 2008), and The Crime Of Our Time: Why Wall Street Is Not Too Big to Jail (Disinfo 
Books, 2011), a companion to his latest film Plunder The Crime Of Our Time. He can be reached online 
at www.newsdissector.com.

Preserving the American Dream

Restoring the American dream: solutions to predatory lending and the foreclosure crisis: field hearing 
before the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, United States Senate, One Hundred 
Tenth Congress, second session, on solutions to predatory lending and the foreclosure crisis, Monday, 
April 7, 2008.

The Financial Crisis Inquiry Report

Homeowners who can't borrow from banks have long turned to the subprime lending industry for 
mortgages. Increasingly, that industry has turned on them by charging outrageous fees and usurious 
interest, and then taking their homes through foreclosure. Richard Lord explores the spread of 
predatory lending practices. And it tells the stories of borrowers who've been taken, contractors and 
brokers who've been co-opted, lenders who've cheated--and the world's biggest financial titans, who've 
cashed in. A battle is taking shape that could determine whether home ownership for working people 
will be an achievable dream or an American nightmare. Richard Lord is a writer for the "Pittsburgh City 
Paper" whose work on subprime lending has won numerous awards.

Restoring the American Dream

Restoring the American dream : solutions to predatory lending and the foreclosure crisis : field hearing 
before the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, United States Senate, One Hundred 
Tenth Congress, second session, on solutions to predatory lending and the foreclosure crisis, Monday, 
April 7, 2008.

American Nightmare

"Real-life stories of how banks are ravaging the country--particularly African American communi-
ties--and how some families have joined together to fight back. The ongoing economic crisis has created 
one of the longest and largest mass displacements in U.S. history. While profiting from government 
bailouts, banks have evicted more than ten million Americans from their homes, destroying their life 
savings, their economic security and their dreams. Told through the eyes of four families, A Dream 
Foreclosed reveals the ongoing human tragedy of the crisis--and the spectacular possibilities that 
emerge when everyday people challenge the all-powerful corporations that the U.S. government 
considers 'too big to indict.'"--Cover p. [4].

Restoring the American Dream

In every major city in the world there is a housing crisis. How did this happen and what can we do 
about it? Everyone needs and deserves housing. But today our homes are being transformed into 
commodities, making the inequalities of the city ever more acute. Profit has become more important 
than social need. The poor are forced to pay more for worse housing. Communities are faced with 
the violence of displacement and gentrification. And the benefits of decent housing are only available 
for those who can afford it. In Defense of Housing is the definitive statement on this crisis from 
leading urban planner Peter Marcuse and sociologist David Madden. They look at the causes and 
consequences of the housing problem and detail the need for progressive alternatives. The housing 
crisis cannot be solved by minor policy shifts, they argue. Rather, the housing crisis has deep political 
and economic roots—and therefore requires a radical response.

A Dream Foreclosed

“The obvious place to start is the financial crisis and the clearest guide to it that I’ve read is Financial 
Shock by Mark Zandi. ... it is an impressively lucid guide to the big issues.” – The New York Times 
“In Financial Shock, Mr. Zandi provides a concise and lucid account of the economic, political and 



regulatory forces behind this binge.” – The Wall Street Journal “Aggressive builders, greedy lenders, 
optimistic home buyers: Zandi succinctly dissects the mortgage mess from start to (one hopes) finish.” 
– U.S. News and World Report “A more detailed look at the crisis comes from economist Mark Zandi, 
co-founder of Moody's Economy.com. His “Financial Shock” delves deeply into the history of the 
mortgage market, the bad loans, the globalization of trashy subprime paper and how homebuilders 
ran amok. Zandi's analysis is eye-opening. ... he paints an impressive, more nuanced picture.” – 
Kiplinger's Personal Finance Magazine “If you wonder how it could be possible for a subprime mortgage 
loan to bring the global financial system and the U.S. economy to its knees, you should read this 
book. No one is better qualified to provide this insight and advice than Mark Zandi.” –Larry Kudlow, 
Host, CNBC’s Kudlow & Company “Every once in a while a book comes along that’s so important, it 
commands recognition. This is one of them. Zandi provides a rilliant blow-by-blow account of how greed, 
stupidity, and recklessness brought the first major economic crises of the 21st entury and the most 
serious since the Great Depression.” –Bernard Baumohl,Managing Director, The Economic Outlook 
Group and best-selling author, The Secrets of Economic Indicators “Throughout the financial crisis 
Mark Zandi has played two important roles. He has insightfully analyzed its causes and thoughtfully 
recommended steps to alleviate it. This book continues those tasks and adds a third–providing a 
comprehensive and comprehensible explanation of the issues that is accessible to the general public 
and extremely useful to those who specialize in the area.” –Barney Frank, Chairman, House Financial 
Services Committee The subprime crisis created a gigantic financial catastrophe. What happened? 
How did it happen? How can we prevent similar crises from happening again? Mark Zandi answers all 
these critical questions–systematically, carefully, and in plain English. Zandi begins with a fast-paced 
overview and then illuminates the deepest causes, from the psychology of homeownership to Alan 
Greenspan’s missteps. You’ll see the home “flippers” at work and the real estate agents who cheered 
them on. You’ll learn how Internet technology and access to global capital transformed the mortgage 
industry, helping irresponsible lenders drive out good ones. Zandi demystifies the complex financial 
engineering that enabled lenders to hide deepening risks, shows how global investors eagerly bought 
in, and explains how flummoxed regulators failed to prevent disaster, despite crucial warning signs. 
Most important, Zandi offers indispensable advice for investors who must recognize emerging bubbles, 
policymakers who must improve oversight, and citizens who must survive whatever comes next. Liar’s 
loans, flippers, predatory lenders, delusional homebuilders How the housing market came unhinged, 
and the whirlwind came together Alan Greenspan’s trillion-dollar bet Betting on the boom, ignoring the 
bubble The subprime market goes global Worldwide investors get a piece of the action–and reap the 
results Wall Street’s alchemists: conjuring up Frankenstein New financial instruments and their hidden 
contents Back to the future: risk management for the 21st century Respecting the “animal spirits” that 
drive even the most sophisticated markets

In Defense of Housing

There is often a demand for a short, sharp definition of racism, for example as captured in the popular 
formula Power + Prejudice= Racism. But in reality, racism is a complex, multidimensional phenomenon 
that cannot be captured by such definitions. In our world today there are a variety of racisms at play, 
and it is necessary to distinguish between issues such as individual prejudice, and systematic racisms 
which entrench racialiazed inequalities over time. This Very Short Introduction explores the history 
of racial ideas and a wide range of racisms - biological, cultural, colour-blind, and structural - and 
illuminates issues that have been the subject of recent debates. Is Islamophobia a form of racism? 
Is there a new antisemitism? Why has whiteness become an important source of debate? What is 
Intersectionality? What is unconscious or implicit bias, and what is its importance in understanding 
racial discrimination? Ali Rattansi tackles these questions, and also shows why African Americans and 
other ethnic minorities in the USA and Europe continue to suffer from discrimination today that results 
in ongoing disadvantage in these white dominant societies. Finally he explains why there has been a 
resurgence of national populist and far-right movements and explores their implications for the future 
of racism. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press 
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way 
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Financial Shock

This is a print on demand edition of a hard to find publication. Examines terrorists¿ involvement in a 
variety of crimes ranging from motor vehicle violations, immigration fraud, and mfg. illegal firearms to 



counterfeiting, armed bank robbery, and smuggling weapons of mass destruction. There are 3 parts: 
(1) Compares the criminality of internat. jihad groups with domestic right-wing groups. (2) Six case 
studies of crimes includes trial transcripts, official reports, previous scholarship, and interviews with law 
enforce. officials and former terrorists are used to explore skills that made crimes possible; or events 
and lack of skill that the prevented crimes. Includes brief bio. of the terrorists along with descriptions 
of their org., strategies, and plots. (3) Analysis of the themes in closing arguments of the transcripts in 
Part 2. Illus.

Racism: a Very Short Introduction

In the depths of the Great Recession, a cancer nurse, a car dealership worker, and an insurance fraud 
specialist helped uncover the largest consumer crime in American history—a scandal that implicated 
dozens of major executives on Wall Street. They called it foreclosure fraud: millions of families were 
kicked out of their homes based on false evidence by mortgage companies that had no legal right 
to foreclose. Lisa Epstein, Michael Redman, and Lynn Szymoniak did not work in government or law 
enforcement. They had no history of anticorporate activism. Instead they were all foreclosure victims, 
and while struggling with their shame and isolation they committed a revolutionary act: closely reading 
their mortgage documents, discovering the deceit behind them, and building a movement to expose 
it. Fiscal Times columnist David Dayen recounts how these ordinary Floridians challenged the most 
powerful institutions in America armed only with the truth—and for a brief moment they brought the 
corrupt financial industry to its knees.

Crimes Committed by Terrorist Groups

"David Harvey examines the internal contradictions within the flow of capital that have precipitated 
recent crises. While the contradictions have made capitalism flexible and resilient, they also contain 
the seeds of systemic catastrophe"--

Chain of Title

A unique exploration of the history of the bicycle in cinema, from Hollywood blockbusters and slapstick 
comedies to documentaries, realist dramas, and experimental films. Cycling and Cinema explores the 
history of the bicycle in cinema from the late nineteenth century through to the present day. In this new 
book from Goldsmiths Press, Bruce Bennett examines a wide variety of films from around the world, 
ranging from Hollywood blockbusters and slapstick comedies to documentaries, realist dramas, and 
experimental films, to consider the complex, shifting cultural significance of the bicycle. The bicycle is 
an everyday technology, but in examining the ways in which bicycles are used in films, Bennett reveals 
the rich social and cultural importance of this apparently unremarkable machine. The cinematic bicycles 
discussed in this book have various functions. They are the source of absurd comedy in silent films, 
and the vehicles that allow their owners to work in sports films and social realist cinema. They are a 
means of independence and escape for children in melodramas and kids' films, and the tools that offer 
political agency and freedom to women, as depicted in films from around the world. In recounting the 
cinematic history of the bicycle, Bennett reminds us that this machine is not just a practical means of 
transport or a child's toy, but the vehicle for a wide range of meanings concerning individual identity, 
social class, nationhood and belonging, family, gender, and sexuality and pleasure. As this book shows, 
two hundred years on from its invention, the bicycle is a revolutionary technology that retains the power 
to transform the world.

Seventeen Contradictions and the End of Capitalism

A New York Times bestseller America's unique prosperity is based on its creation of a middle class. In 
the twentieth century, that middle class provided the workforce, the educated skills, and the demand 
that gave life to the world's greatest consumer economy. It was innovative and dynamic; it eclipsed old 
imperial systems and colonial archetypes. It gave rise to a dream: that if you worked hard and followed 
the rules you would prosper in America, and your children would enjoy a better life than yours. The 
American dream was the lure to gifted immigrants and the birthright opportunity for every American 
citizen. It is as important a part of the history of the country as the passing of the Bill of Rights, the 
outcome of the battle of Gettysburg, or the space program. Incredibly, however, for more than thirty 
years, government and big business in America have conspired to roll back the American dream. What 
was once accessible to a wide swath of the population is increasingly open only to a privileged few. 
The story of how the American middle class has been systematically impoverished and its prospects 



thwarted in favor of a new ruling elite is at the heart of this extraordinarily timely and revealing book, 
whose devastating findings from two of the finest investigative reporters in the country will leave you 
astonished and angry.

Cycling and Cinema

A New York Times bestseller The Great Deformation is a searing look at Washington's craven response 
to the recent myriad of financial crises and fiscal cliffs. It counters conventional wisdom with an 
eighty-year revisionist history of how the American state -- especially the Federal Reserve -- has 
fallen prey to the politics of crony capitalism and the ideologies of fiscal stimulus, monetary central 
planning, and financial bailouts. These forces have left the public sector teetering on the edge of political 
dysfunction and fiscal collapse and have caused America's private enterprise foundation to morph into 
a speculative casino that swindles the masses and enriches the few. Defying right- and left-wing boxes, 
David Stockman provides a catalogue of corrupters and defenders of sound money, fiscal rectitude, and 
free markets. The former includes Franklin Roosevelt, who fathered crony capitalism; Richard Nixon, 
who destroyed national financial discipline and the Bretton Woods gold-backed dollar; Fed chairmen 
Greenspan and Bernanke, who fostered our present scourge of bubble finance and addiction to debt 
and speculation; George W. Bush, who repudiated fiscal rectitude and ballooned the warfare state 
via senseless wars; and Barack Obama, who revived failed Keynesian "borrow and spend" policies 
that have driven the national debt to perilous heights. By contrast, the book also traces a parade of 
statesmen who championed balanced budgets and financial market discipline including Carter Glass, 
Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, Bill Simon, Paul Volcker, Bill Clinton, and Sheila Bair. Stockman's 
analysis skewers Keynesian spenders and GOP tax-cutters alike, showing how they converged to bloat 
the welfare state, perpetuate the military-industrial complex, and deplete the revenue base -- even as 
the Fed's massive money printing allowed politicians to enjoy "deficits without tears." But these policies 
have also fueled new financial bubbles and favored Wall Street with cheap money and rigged stock and 
bond markets, while crushing Main Street savers and punishing family budgets with soaring food and 
energy costs. The Great Deformation explains how we got here and why these warped, crony capitalist 
policies are an epochal threat to free market prosperity and American political democracy.

The Betrayal of the American Dream

Out of the crisis of our times, Joseph Stiglitz's Freefall: Free Markets and the Sinking of the Global 
Economy is a convincing, coherent and humane account that goes to the heart of how we run our 
societies. When the world economy went into freefall, so too did our unquestioning faith in markets. 
But what happens now? Are bailouts and stern lectures enough, or do we need a rethink of our entire 
financial system? This acclaimed and inspiring book, by one of the world's leading economic thinkers, 
dissects the flawed ideas that led to the credit crunch, but also looks to the future. Drawing on his 
years spent shaping policy at the World Bank, Nobel Laureate Joseph Stiglitz shows why far more 
radical reforms are needed to avoid future crises, why the cost of recovery should be borne by the 
financial sector, and how we now have the opportunity to create a new global economic order. 'Bang 
on the money ... unafraid to ask tough questions ... we need more of his ilk' Will Hutton, Observer 
'A brilliant analysis ... always enthralling' Martin Jacomb, Spectator Business 'A powerful new book' 
Devin Leonard, The New York Times 'A seer of almost Keynesian proportions ... this is Joe Stiglitz's 
victory lap' Michael Hirsh, Newsweek Joseph Stiglitz was Chief Economist at the World Bank until 
January 2000. He is currently University Professor of the Columbia Business School and Chair of 
the Management Board and Director of Graduate Summer Programs, Brooks World Poverty Institute, 
University of Manchester. He won the Nobel Prize for Economics in 2001 and is the author of the 
best-selling Globalization and Its Discontents, Making Globalization Work, The Roaring Nineties and 
The Price of Inequality, all published by Penguin.

The Great Deformation

In this wide-ranging study Stephen Foster explores Puritanism in England and America from its roots 
in the Elizabethan era to the end of the seventeenth century. Focusing on Puritanism as a cultural 
and political phenomenon as well as a religious movement, Foster addresses parallel developments 
on both sides of the Atlantic and firmly embeds New England Puritanism within its English context. 
He provides not only an elaborate critque of current interpretations of Puritan ideology but also an 
original and insightful portrayal of its dynamism. According to Foster, Puritanism represented a loose 
and incomplete alliance of progressive Protestants, lay and clerical, aristocratic and humble, who never 



decided whether they were the vanguard or the remnant. Indeed, in Foster's analysis, changes in New 
England Puritanism after the first decades of settlement did not indicate secularization and decline 
but instead were part of a pattern of change, conflict, and accomodation that had begun in England. 
He views the Puritans' own claims of declension as partisan propositions in an internal controversy 
as old as the Puritan movement itself. The result of these stresses and adaptations, he argues, was 
continued vitality in American Puritanism during the second half of the seventeenth century. Foster 
draws insights from a broad range of souces in England and America, including sermons, diaries, 
spiritual autobiographies, and colony, town, and court records. Moreover, his presentation of the history 
of the English and American Puritan movements in tandem brings out the fatal flaws of the former as 
well as the modest but essential strengths of the latter.

Freefall

From acclaimed economists George Akerlof and Robert Shiller, the case for why government is 
needed to restore confidence in the economy The global financial crisis has made it painfully clear that 
powerful psychological forces are imperiling the wealth of nations today. From blind faith in ever-rising 
housing prices to plummeting confidence in capital markets, "animal spirits" are driving financial 
events worldwide. In this book, acclaimed economists George Akerlof and Robert Shiller challenge 
the economic wisdom that got us into this mess, and put forward a bold new vision that will transform 
economics and restore prosperity. Akerlof and Shiller reassert the necessity of an active government 
role in economic policymaking by recovering the idea of animal spirits, a term John Maynard Keynes 
used to describe the gloom and despondence that led to the Great Depression and the changing 
psychology that accompanied recovery. Like Keynes, Akerlof and Shiller know that managing these 
animal spirits requires the steady hand of government—simply allowing markets to work won't do it. 
In rebuilding the case for a more robust, behaviorally informed Keynesianism, they detail the most 
pervasive effects of animal spirits in contemporary economic life—such as confidence, fear, bad faith, 
corruption, a concern for fairness, and the stories we tell ourselves about our economic fortunes—and 
show how Reaganomics, Thatcherism, and the rational expectations revolution failed to account for 
them. Animal Spirits offers a road map for reversing the financial misfortunes besetting us today. Read 
it and learn how leaders can channel animal spirits—the powerful forces of human psychology that 
are afoot in the world economy today. In a new preface, they describe why our economic troubles may 
linger for some time—unless we are prepared to take further, decisive action.

The History of Black Business in America

Taking a new and innovative angle on social work, this book seeks to remedy the lack of holistic 
perspectives currently used in Western social work practice by exploring Indigenous and other culturally 
diverse understandings and experiences of healing. This book examines six core areas of healing 
through a holistic lens that is grounded in a decolonizing perspective. Situating integrative healing within 
social work education and theory, the book takes an interdisciplinary approach, drawing from social 
memory and historical trauma, contemplative traditions, storytelling, healing literatures, integrative 
health, and the traditional environmental knowledge of Indigenous Peoples. In exploring issues of water, 
creative expression, movement, contemplation, animals, and the natural world in relation to social 
work practice, the book will appeal to all scholars, practitioners, and community members interested 
in decolonization and Indigenous studies.

Animal Spirits

The Space Age began just as the struggle for civil rights forced Americans to confront the long and 
bitter legacy of slavery, discrimination, and violence against African Americans. Presidents John F. 
Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson utilized the space program as an agent for social change, using federal 
equal employment opportunity laws to open workplaces at NASA and NASA contractors to African 
Americans while creating thousands of research and technology jobs in the Deep South to ameliorate 
poverty. We Could Not Fail tells the inspiring, largely unknown story of how shooting for the stars helped 
to overcome segregation on earth. Richard Paul and Steven Moss profile ten pioneer African American 
space workers whose stories illustrate the role NASA and the space program played in promoting civil 
rights. They recount how these technicians, mathematicians, engineers, and an astronaut candidate 
surmounted barriers to move, in some cases literally, from the cotton fields to the launching pad. The 
authors vividly describe what it was like to be the sole African American in a NASA work group and how 
these brave and determined men also helped to transform Southern society by integrating colleges, 



patenting new inventions, holding elective office, and reviving and governing defunct towns. Adding 
new names to the roster of civil rights heroes and a new chapter to the story of space exploration, We 
Could Not Fail demonstrates how African Americans broke the color barrier by competing successfully 
at the highest level of American intellectual and technological achievement.

Decolonizing Pathways towards Integrative Healing in Social Work

The current economic crisis reveals just how central finance has become to American life. Problems 
with obscure securities created on Wall Street radiated outward to threaten the retirement security 
of pensioners in Florida and Arizona, the homes and college savings of families in Detroit and 
Southern California, and ultimately the global economy itself. The American government took on vast 
new debt to bail out the financial system, while the government-owned investment funds of Kuwait, 
Abu Dhabi, Malaysia, and China bought up much of what was left of Wall Street. How did we get 
into this mess, and what does it all mean? Managed by the Markets explains how finance replaced 
manufacturing at the center of the American economy and how its influence has seeped into daily 
life. From corporations operated to create shareholder value, to banks that became portals to financial 
markets, to governments seeking to regulate or profit from footloose capital, to households with savings, 
pensions, and mortgages that rise and fall with the market, life in post-industrial America is tied to 
finance to an unprecedented degree. Managed by the Markets provides a guide to how we got here 
and unpacks the consequences of linking the well-being of society too closely to financial markets.

We Could Not Fail

Democracy is struggling in America--by now this statement is almost cliché. But what if the country is 
no longer a democracy at all? In Democracy Incorporated, Sheldon Wolin considers the unthinkable: 
has America unwittingly morphed into a new and strange kind of political hybrid, one where economic 
and state powers are conjoined and virtually unbridled? Can the nation check its descent into what 
the author terms "inverted totalitarianism"? Wolin portrays a country where citizens are politically 
uninterested and submissive--and where elites are eager to keep them that way. At best the nation 
has become a "managed democracy" where the public is shepherded, not sovereign. At worst it is 
a place where corporate power no longer answers to state controls. Wolin makes clear that today's 
America is in no way morally or politically comparable to totalitarian states like Nazi Germany, yet 
he warns that unchecked economic power risks verging on total power and has its own unnerving 
pathologies. Wolin examines the myths and mythmaking that justify today's politics, the quest for 
an ever-expanding economy, and the perverse attractions of an endless war on terror. He argues 
passionately that democracy's best hope lies in citizens themselves learning anew to exercise power 
at the local level. Democracy Incorporated is one of the most worrying diagnoses of America's political 
ills to emerge in decades. It is sure to be a lightning rod for political debate for years to come. Now 
with a new introduction by Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Chris Hedges, Democracy Incorporated 
remains an essential work for understanding the state of democracy in America.

Managed by the Markets

When liberals don't have reason, authority, or the American people on their side, they turn to the one 
thing they never run out of: Pity. For decades, conservatives have chafed at being called "heartless" 
and "uncaring" by liberals who maintain that our essential choice as a nation is between the politics of 
kindness and the politics of cruelty. In The Pity Party, political scientist William Voegeli turns the tables 
on this argument, making the case that "compassion" is neither the essence of personal virtue nor the 
ultimate purpose of government. Over the years, liberals have built a remarkable edifice of government 
programs that are justified by appeals to compassion: Head Start, immigration reform, gun control, 
affirmative action, and entitlements, to name only some. As Voegeli amply demonstrates, the liberals 
who promote these massive programs are weirdly indifferent as to whether they succeed. Instead, 
when the problems they are intended to solve fail to disappear, liberals double down, calling for yet 
more programs and ever greater expenditures in the name of "compassion." Meanwhile, conservatives 
who challenge the effectiveness of these programs are slandered as "heartless right-wingers." Yet 
rather than challenge this tendentious liberal argument, the many conservatives it intimidates feel it 
necessary to insist that they really do "care." However, liberal compassion's good intentions consistently 
fail to translate into good results. Voegeli walks the reader through a plethora of programs that have 
become battlefields between conservatives fighting for more efficiency and liberals fighting for more 
budget-busting federal programs to address an ever-expanding catalog of social ills. Along the way, he 



explains the underpinnings of the liberal philosophy that reinforce this misapplied ideal and shows why 
today's self-described compassionate liberals are ultimately unfit to govern.

Democracy Incorporated

Why has inequality increased in the Western world - and what can we do about it? In The Great 
Divide, Joseph E. Stiglitz expands on the diagnosis he offered in his best-selling book The Price of 
Inequality and suggests ways to counter this growing problem. With his characteristic blend of clarity 
and passion, Stiglitz argues that inequality is a choice - the cumulative result of unjust policies and 
misguided priorities. In these essays, articles and reflections, Stiglitz fully exposes the inequality - from 
its dimensions and its causes to its consequences for the world - that is afflicting America and other 
Western countries in thrall to neoliberalism. From Reagan-era policies to the Great Recession and its 
long aftermath, Stiglitz delves into the processes and irresponsible policies - deregulation, tax cuts 
for the rich, the corruption of the political process - that are leaving many people further and further 
behind and turning the dream of a socially mobile society into an ever more unachievable myth. With 
formidable yet accessible economic insight, he urges us to embrace real solutions: increasing taxes on 
corporations and the wealthy; investing in education, science, and infrastructure; helping homeowners 
instead of banks; and, most importantly, doing more to restore the economy to full employment. Stiglitz's 
analysis reaches beyond America - the inequality leader of the developed world - to draw lessons 
from Scandinavia, Singapore, and Japan, and he argues against the tide of unnecessary, destructive 
austerity that is sweeping across Europe. Ultimately, Stiglitz believes our choice is not between growth 
and fairness; with the right policies, we can choose both.

The Pity Party

“One of the most profound and illuminating studies of this century to have been published in recent 
decades.”—John Gray, New York Times Book Review Hailed as “a magisterial critique of top-down 
social planning” by the New York Times, this essential work analyzes disasters from Russia to Tanzania 
to uncover why states so often fail—sometimes catastrophically—in grand efforts to engineer their 
society or their environment, and uncovers the conditions common to all such planning disasters. 
“Beautifully written, this book calls into sharp relief the nature of the world we now inhabit.”—New Yorker 
“A tour de force.”— Charles Tilly, Columbia University

The Great Divide

In this remarkable and provocative book, Yanis Varoufakis explodes the myth that financialisation, 
ineffectual regulation of banks, greed and globalisation were the root causes of the global economic 
crisis. Rather, they are symptoms of a much deeper malaise which can be traced all the way back to 
the Great Crash of 1929, then on through to the 1970s: the time when a 'Global Minotaur' was born. 
Just as the Athenians maintained a steady flow of tributes to the Cretan beast, so the 'rest of the world' 
began sending incredible amounts of capital to America and Wall Street. Thus, the Global Minotaur 
became the 'engine' that pulled the world economy from the early 1980s to 2008. Today's crisis in 
Europe, the heated debates about austerity versus further fiscal stimuli in the US, the clash between 
China's authorities and the Obama administration on exchange rates are the inevitable symptoms of 
the weakening Minotaur; of a global 'system' which is now as unsustainable as it is imbalanced. Going 
beyond this, Varoufakis lays out the options available to us for reintroducing a modicum of reason into a 
highly irrational global economic order. An essential account of the socio-economic events and hidden 
histories that have shaped the world as we now know it.

Seeing Like a State

Winner of the Christopher Award and the New York City Book Award Winner of the 2016 Wheatley 
Book Award in Nonfiction A history of African Americans in New York City from the 1910s to 1960, told 
through the life of Samuel Battle, the New York Police Department’s first black officer. When Samuel 
Battle broke the color line as New York City’s first African American cop in the second decade of the 
twentieth century, he had to fear his racist colleagues as much as criminals. He had to be three times 
better than his white peers, and many times more resilient. His life was threatened. He was displayed like 
a circus animal. Yet, fearlessly claiming his rights, he prevailed in a four-decade odyssey that is both the 
story of one man’s courageous dedication to racial progress and a harbinger of the divisions between 
police and the people they serve that plague twenty-first-century America. By dint of brains, brawn, 
and an outsized personality, Battle rode the forward wave of African American history in New York. 



He circulated among renowned turn-of-the-century entertainers and writers. He weathered threatening 
hostility as a founding citizen of black Harlem. He served as “godfather” to the regiment of black soldiers 
that won glory in World War I as the “Hellfighters of Harlem.” He befriended sports stars like Joe Louis, 
Jesse Owens, and Sugar Ray Robinson, and he bonded with legendary tap dancer Bill “Bojangles” 
Robinson. Along the way, he mentored an equally smart, equally tough young man in a still more 
brutal fight to integrate the New York Fire Department. At the close of his career, Battle looked back 
proudly on the against-all-odd journey taken by a man who came of age as the son of former slaves 
in the South. He had navigated the corruption of Tammany Hall, the treachery of gangsters like Lucky 
Luciano and Dutch Schultz, the anything-goes era of Prohibition, the devastation of the Depression, 
and the race riots that erupted in Harlem in the 1930s and 1940s. By then he was a trusted aide to 
Mayor Fiorello La Guardia and a friend to First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt. Realizing that his story was 
the story of race in New York across the first half of the century, Battle commissioned a biography to 
be written by none other than Langston Hughes, the preeminent voice of the Harlem Renaissance. 
But their eighty-thousand-word collaboration failed to find a publisher, and has remained unpublished 
since. Using Hughes’s manuscript, which is quoted liberally throughout this book, as well as his own 
archival research and interviews with survivors, Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Arthur Browne has 
created an important and compelling social history of New York, revealed a fascinating episode in the 
life of Langston Hughes, and delivered the riveting life and times of a remarkable and unjustly forgotten 
man, setting Samuel Battle where he belongs in the pantheon of American civil rights pioneers.

The Global Minotaur

* First book to link housing and microfinance * Presents international and US experience As the premier 
book to provide a comprehensive overview of housing microfinance worldwide, Housing Microfinance 
sets the standard for future work in the field. The expert contributors combine wisdom from the separate 
fields of housing policy and microfinance, demonstrating what each can learn from the other. With solid 
guidance for practitioners and policymakers, the book reviews important issues for international and 
domestic microfinance institutions that are considering expanding into housing and for providers of 
conventional housing loans who seek to offer their services to poor clients who lack collateral or regular 
income.

One Righteous Man

A revealing examination of the often misunderstood history of contemporary financial markets.

Housing Microfinance

Networks of Outrage and Hope is an exploration of the newforms of social movements and protests 
that are erupting in theworld today, from the Arab uprisings to the indignadas movement inSpain, from 
the Occupy Wall Street movement to the social protestsin Turkey, Brazil and elsewhere. While these 
and similar socialmovements differ in many important ways, there is one thing theyshare in common: 
they are all interwoven inextricably with thecreation of autonomous communication networks supported 
by theInternet and wireless communication. In this new edition of his timely and important book, 
ManuelCastells examines the social, cultural and political roots of thesenew social movements, studies 
their innovative forms ofself-organization, assesses the precise role of technology in thedynamics of 
the movements, suggests the reasons for the supportthey have found in large segments of society, 
and probes theircapacity to induce political change by influencing people’sminds. Two new chapters 
bring the analysis up-to-date and draw outthe implications of these social movements and protests 
forunderstanding the new forms of social change and politicaldemocracy in the global network society.

Virtue, Fortune, and Faith

“[I] can’t recommend this joint enough. ... An illuminating and discomfiting read.” —Ta-Nehisi Coates 
"Essential reading." —New York Review of Books A shocking, heart-wrenching investigation into 
America’s housing crisis and the modern-day robber barons who are making a fortune off the backs of 
the disenfranchised working and middle class—among them, Donald Trump and his inner circle. Two 
years before the housing market collapsed in 2008, Donald Trump looked forward to a crash: “I sort of 
hope that happens because then people like me would go in and buy,” he said. But our future president 
wasn’t alone. While millions of Americans suffered financial loss, tycoons pounced to heartlessly seize 
thousands of homes—their profiteering made even easier because, as prize-winning investigative 
reporter Aaron Glantz reveals in Homewreckers, they often used taxpayer money—and the Obama 



administration’s promise to cover their losses. In Homewreckers, Glantz recounts the transformation 
of straightforward lending into a morass of slivered and combined mortgage “products” that could be 
bought and sold, accompanied by a shift in priorities and a loosening of regulations and laws that 
made it good business to lend money to those who wouldn’t be able to repay. Among the men who 
laughed their way to the bank: Trump cabinet members Steve Mnuchin and Wilbur Ross, Trump pal 
and confidant Tom Barrack, and billionaire Republican cash cow Steve Schwarzman. Homewreckers 
also brilliantly weaves together the stories of those most ravaged by the housing crisis. The result is 
an eye-opening expose of the greed that decimated millions and enriched a gluttonous few.

Networks of Outrage and Hope

An investigation into gentrification and displacement, focusing on the case of Portland, Oregon's 
systematic dispersal of black residents from its Albina neighborhood. Portland, Oregon, is one of the 
most beautiful, livable cities in the United States. It has walkable neighborhoods, bike lanes, low-den-
sity housing, public transportation, and significant green space—not to mention craft-beer bars and 
locavore food trucks. But liberal Portland is also the whitest city in the country. This is not circumstance; 
the city has a long history of officially sanctioned racialized displacement that continues today. Over 
the last two and half decades, Albina—the one major Black neighborhood in Portland—has been 
systematically uprooted by market-driven gentrification and city-renewal policies. African Americans in 
Portland were first pushed into Albina and then contained there through exclusionary zoning, predatory 
lending, and racist real estate practices. Since the 1990s, they've been aggressively displaced—by 
rising housing costs, developers eager to get rid of low-income residents, and overt city policies of 
gentrification. Displacement and dispossessions are convulsing cities across the globe, becoming the 
dominant urban narratives of our time. In What a City Is For, Matt Hern uses the case of Albina, as 
well as similar instances in New Orleans and Vancouver, to investigate gentrification in the twenty-first 
century. In an engaging narrative, effortlessly mixing anecdote and theory, Hern questions the notions 
of development, private property, and ownership. Arguing that home ownership drives inequality, he 
wants us to disown ownership. How can we reimagine the city as a post-ownership, post-sovereign 
space? Drawing on solidarity economics, cooperative movements, community land trusts, indigenous 
conceptions of alternative sovereignty, the global commons movement, and much else, Hern suggests 
repudiating development in favor of an incrementalist, non-market-driven unfolding of the city.

Homewreckers

The completely updated, final edition of the global bestseller - one of the most influential books of the 
21st century 'Few books can be said to have changed the world, but Nudge did. The Final Edition is 
marvellous: funny, useful, and wise' Daniel Kahneman Nudge has transformed the way individuals, 
companies and governments look at the world - and in the process has become one of the most 
important books of the twenty-first century. This completely updated edition offers a wealth of new 
insights for fans and newcomers alike - about COVID-19, diet, personal finance, retirement savings, 
medical care, organ donation, and climate change. Every day we make decisions: about the things we 
buy or the meals we eat; about the investments we make and the time we spend; about our health and 
that of the planet. Unfortunately, we often choose badly. We are all susceptible to biases that can lead 
us to make bad decisions that make us poorer, less healthy and less happy. And, as Richard Thaler and 
Cass Sunstein show, no choice is ever presented to us in a neutral way. But by knowing how people 
think, we can make it easier for them to choose what is best for themselves, for their families and for 
society. With brilliant insight and wonderful levity, Thaler and Sunstein demonstrate how best to nudge 
us in the right directions, without ever restricting our freedom of choice.

What a City Is For

“Every thinking American must read” (The Washington Book Review) this startling and “insightful” 
(The New York Times) look at how concentrated financial power and consumerism has transformed 
American politics, and business. Going back to our country’s founding, Americans once had a coherent 
and clear understanding of political tyranny, one crafted by Thomas Jefferson and updated for the 
industrial age by Louis Brandeis. A concentration of power—whether by government or banks—was 
understood as autocratic and dangerous to individual liberty and democracy. In the 1930s, people 
observed that the Great Depression was caused by financial concentration in the hands of a few whose 
misuse of their power induced a financial collapse. They drew on this tradition to craft the New Deal. 
In Goliath, Matt Stoller explains how authoritarianism and populism have returned to American politics 



for the first time in eighty years, as the outcome of the 2016 election shook our faith in democratic 
institutions. It has brought to the fore dangerous forces that many modern Americans never even knew 
existed. Today’s bitter recriminations and panic represent more than just fear of the future, they reflect 
a basic confusion about what is happening and the historical backstory that brought us to this moment. 
The true effects of populism, a shrinking middle class, and concentrated financial wealth are only just 
beginning to manifest themselves under the current administrations. The lessons of Stoller’s study will 
only grow more relevant as time passes. “An engaging call to arms,” (Kirkus Reviews) Stoller illustrates 
here in rich detail how we arrived at this tenuous moment, and the steps we must take to create a new 
democracy.

Nudge

Critical Dialogues of Urban Governance, Development and Activism examines changes in governance, 
property development, urban politics andcommunity activism, in two key global cities: London and 
Toronto.

Goliath

First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Critical Dialogues of Urban Governance, Development and Activism

Community organizers build solidarity and collective power in fractured communities. They help ordi-
nary people turn their private pain into public action, releasing hidden capacities for leadership and 
strategy. In Collective Action for Social Change , Aaron Schutz and Marie G. Sandy draw on their 
extensive experience participating in community organizing activities and teaching courses on the 
subject to empower novices to think like an organizers.

The Haraway Reader

Collective Action for Social Change
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