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Explore a curated collection of powerful and historic gay rights speeches, presented in an accessible 
'Thrift Edition' format. This compilation spotlights influential voices that championed LGBTQ+ equality, 
highlighting pivotal moments in the civil rights advocacy movement and inspiring the ongoing fight for a 
more inclusive world. Discover the orations that shaped the path to freedom and justice for the LGBTQ+ 
community.
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Great Speeches on Gay Rights

Tracing the movement's rhetoric from the late 1800s to the present, this anthology includes Ingersoll's 
"Address at the Funeral of Walt Whitman," Milk's "Hope Speech," and Kameny's "Civil Liberties: A 
Progress Report."
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Great LGBTQ+ Speeches

Great Queer Speeches is an inspirational collection of speeches from the LGBTQ+ community and 
its allies that have changed our world, and the conversation. A sister volume to Great Women's 
Speeches, Great Queer Speeches (originally Loud and Proud) places the voices of the vibrant LGBTQ+ 
community centre stage in the first-ever anthology of LGBTQ+ speeches. From equal marriage to 
the AIDS crisis, bullying to parenthood, the first 19th century campaigns through to the new trans 
rights allyship, the issues covered in these speeches touch on all aspects of LGBTQ+ life and 
reflect the diverse and multi-faceted nature of this community. Pour through a pioneering collection 
of talks, declarations, and lectures, from people whose voices have too often been marginalised 
and the allies that support them; Find over 40 empowering and influential speeches that chart the 
history of the LGBTQ+ movement up to the present day; Each speech is presented with a striking 
photographic portrait and an insightful introduction, offering essential context, fresh insights and a 
nuanced understanding that brings each character and their words to life. We are stronger when we 
stand together, and this collection from award-winning activist Tea Uglow encourages us to do just 
that whilst celebrating the beauty of our differences. The voices: Audre Lorde; Harvey Milk; Munroe 
Bergdorf; Sir Elton John; Sir Ian McKellen;George Takei; Sylvia Rivera; Bayard Rustin; Elizabeth Toledo; 
Alison Bechdel; Loretta E. Lynch; Hanne Gaby Odiele; Vito Russo; Tammy Baldwin; Hillary Rodham 
Clinton; Barack Obama; Dan Savage and Terry Miller; Ban Ki-moon; Karl Heinrich Ulrichs; Robert G. 
Ingersoll; Theodora Ana Sprungli; Franklin "Frank" Kameny; Sally Gearhart; Harry Hay; Sue Hyde; Mary 
Fisher; Essex Hemphill; Simon Nkoli; Urvashi Vaid; Eric Rofes; Justice Michael Kirby; Evan Wolfson; 
Paul Martin; Ian Hunter; Rabbi Kleinbaum; Penny Wong; Arsham Parsi; Anna Grodzka; Debi Jackson; 
Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir; Lee Mokobe; Geraldine Roman; Cecilia Chung; Olly Alexander.

Speaking for Our Lives

Read the words they risked everything for! This landmark volume collects more than a hundred years 
of the most important public rhetoric on gay and lesbian subjects. In the days when homosexuality was 
mentioned only in whispers, a few brave souls stood up to speak for the rights of sexual minorities. In 
Speaking for Our Lives: Historic Speeches and Rhetoric for Gay and Lesbian Rights (1892-2000), their 
stirring words have finally been gathered together, along with the political manifestoes, broadsheets, 
and performance pieces of the gay and lesbian liberation movement. Speaking for Our Lives comprises 
speeches and manifestoes prompted by events ranging from demonstrations to funerals. Scholars 
and researchers will appreciate the brief commentary introducing each piece, which discusses the 
author, the occasion, and the political and social contexts in which it first appeared. You’ll find the 
words of a broad variety of individuals and groups, including: the Victorian humanist and crusader 
Robert Ingersoll key groups such as the Mattachine Society, Homosexual Law Reform Society, Gay 
Activists Alliance, and International Gay Association activists and educators Robin Morgan, Joseph 
Bean, and Dr. Franklin Kameny, artists and journalists of the movement, such as John Eric Larsen, 
Joan Nestle, Barbara Grier, and Jim Kepner elected officials, including Bella Abzug, Ed Koch, Eleanor 
Holmes Norton, Gerry Studds, Tammy Baldwin, and Bill Clinton Many of these documents have long 
been out of print. Speaking for Our Lives makes these noteworthy texts readily available to the broader 
public they deserve. This book preserves an essential part of twentieth-century history.

History's Greatest Speeches

"While designed for classroom use, this collection will also be an invaluable tool for anyone preparing or 
performing a public speech. Approximately 20 of the world's most influential and stirring public orations 
include the Gettysburg Address, Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dream," and Patrick Henry's "Give Me 
Liberty or Give Me Death." "--

Great Short Short Stories: Quick Reads by Great Writers

This outstanding collection of more than 30 brilliant short stories — each just six or fewer pages in 
length — features popular tales by Kafka, Poe, Dickens, O. Henry, Chekhov, Wilde, and many others.



Washington Square

A wealthy spinster receives a proposal from a dashing suitor and her father threatens her with 
disinheritance if she accepts. James masterfully explores the moral consequences of a tender heart's 
ruthless manipulation.

Self-Reliance and Other Essays

Six essays and one address outline Emerson's moral idealism and hint at later scepticism. In addition to 
title essay, this volume includes "History," "Friendship," "The Over-Soul," "The Poet" and "Experience," 
plus the Harvard Divinity School Address.

The Prince

Classic, Renaissance-era guide to acquiring and maintaining political power. Today, nearly 500 years 
after it was written, this calculating prescription for autocratic rule continues to be much read and 
studied.

Paradiso

Third and final book of Dante's 14th-century allegory traces the poet's ultimate stage of his journey, 
as he crosses into Paradise under the guidance of the saintly Beatrice. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
translation.

Crime and Punishment

Supreme masterpiece tells the story of Raskolnikov, a student tormented by his own thoughts after he 
murders an old woman. Overwhelmed by guilt and terror, he confesses and goes to prison. A selection 
of the Common Core State Standards Initiative.

Discourse on the Origin of Inequality

A powerful, passionate explanation of the roots of social inequality, Rousseau's Discourse influenced 
virtually every major philosopher of the Enlightenment. It remains among the 18th-century's most 
provocative and frequently studied works.

On the Social Contract

A milestone of political science, Rousseau's 1762 work argues that all government is fundamentally 
flawed and that modern society is rife with inequality. He proposes an alternative system for the 
development of self-governing, self-disciplined citizens.

Arms and the Man

One of Shaw's most popular comedies, deflating romantic misconceptions of love and warfare. Reprint-
ed from an authoritative early edition, complete with Shaw's preface to Volume II of Plays: Pleasant and 
Unpleasant.

Frederick Douglass on Slavery and the Civil War

Selections of speeches and writings from the great abolitionist and statesman, focusing on the slave 
trade, the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln, suffrage for African-Americans, Southern reconstruction, and 
other vital issues.

The House of the Seven Gables

Greedy Colonel Pyncheon builds his mansion on ill-gotten ground, setting the stage for generations of 
suffering. Years later, a country cousin and young boarder attempt to reverse the tide of misfortunes 
surrounding the house.

African-American Poetry



Rich selection of 74 poems ranging from religious and moral verse of Phillis Wheatley Peters (ca. 
1753–1784) to 20th-century work of Countee Cullen, James Weldon Johnson, and Langston Hughes. 
Introduction.

The Hunchback of Notre Dame

A gypsy girl's beauty and charm captivate a priest, a vagabond, a soldier, and a deformed bell-ringer, 
in a gripping tale that culminates in a riot and murder.

Imagist Poetry

Over 180 well-chosen Imagist gems appear in this tribute to an important and influential poetic 
movement of the 20th century. Includes short verse by Pound, Lawrence, Hilda Doolittle, Joyce, 
Stevens, others.

Narrative of the Life of Henry Box Brown

After more than 30 years of slavery, Henry "Box" Brown managed to have himself nailed inside a 
packing crate and shipped from Richmond to Philadelphia. This important memoir recounts his daring 
and successful bid for freedom. "Just as relevant now as it was 150 years ago." — Henry Louis Gates, 
Jr.

The Interpretation of Dreams

""The groundbreaking masterwork that launched psychoanalysis." -- Time. Why do we dream? And 
what do our dreams signify? The monumental treatise that transformed the Viennese neurologist into 
a cause câeláebre, this exploration of the dream world features dozens of fascinating case studies and 
Freud's engrossing analyses of actual dreams. "--

Women's Writings on Christian Spirituality

Organized chronologically, this original anthology features women authors on the themes of religion 
and spirituality. Writers include Julian of Norwich, Grace Mildmay, Anna Trapnel, Maria W. Stewart, and 
Anne Lamott.

A Narrative of Events

This 1837 memoir proved an effective tool for abolitionists. One of the few autobiographies by a 
Caribbean slave, it recounts the horrors of the apprenticeship system that replaced the British slave 
trade.

Michel de Montaigne

One of France's great Renaissance thinkers, Montaigne was remarkably modern in his views. These 
highly readable essays reflect his thoughts on poetry, philosophy, theology, law, literature, education, 
and world exploration.

Miss Julie

One of the greatest classics of modern theater concerns a willful young aristocrat's seduction of her 
father's valet during a Midsummer's Eve celebration. Complete with Strindberg's highly-regarded critical 
preface.

G. K. Chesterton Quotes

Treasury of the celebrated philosopher and wit's observations on education, humor, religion, politics, 
class, and many other subjects. Includes excerpts from writings on Austen, Dickens, Shaw, and other 
literary luminaries.

The First Amendment and LGBT Equality

Carlos A. Ball argues that as progressives fight the First Amendment claims of religious conservatives 
and other LGBT opponents, they should take care not to forget the crucial role the First Amendment 



played in the early decades of the movement, and not to erode the safeguards of liberty that allowed 
LGBT rights to exist in the first place.

Gay Liberation Today

Should religious people who conscientiously object to facilitating same-sex weddings, and who there-
fore decline to provide cakes, photography, or other services, be exempted from antidiscrimination 
laws? This issue has taken on an importance far beyond the tiny number who have made such claims. 
Gay rights advocates fear that exempting even a few religious dissenters would unleash a devastating 
wave of discrimination. Conservative Christians fear that the law will treat them like racists and drive 
them to the margins of American society. Both sides are mistaken. The answer lies, not in abstract 
principles, but in legislative compromise. This book clearly and empathetically engages with both sides 
of the debate. Koppelman explains the basis of antidiscrimination law, including the complex idea of 
dignitary harm. He shows why even those who do not regard religion as important or valid nonetheless 
have good reasons to support religious liberty, and why even those who regard religion as a value 
of overriding importance should nonetheless reject the extravagant power over nonbelievers that the 
Supreme Court has recently embraced. Koppelman also proposes a specific solution to the problem: 
that religious exemptions be granted only to the few businesses that are willing to announce their 
compunctions and bear the costs of doing so. His approach makes room for America's enormous 
variety of deeply held beliefs and ways of life. It can help reduce the toxic polarization of American 
politics.

Gay Rights Vs. Religious Liberty?

Does the Constitution protect the right to same-sex marriage? Much of the writing on this subject has 
been highly one-sided. This book takes a careful second look at the issue. Not only does it carefully 
look at the legal debate, but it also asks whether, in a democratic society, the courts should settle this 
question rather that the voters and it takes on the issue of whether such a court-created law could be 
effective in the face of public opposition. The book argues that this issue is one of the most significant 
constitutional issues facing society because it challenges society's commitment to the promise of true 
legal equality.

Same-Sex Marriage and the Constitution

The issues surrounding homosexuality have come upon us as a society with both great speed and 
great force. As the new guy on the block, the homosexual agenda has put forth many arguments in 
an attempt to persuade our culture at large to not only accept, but also celebrate, gay and lesbian 
relationships. Love Speech analyzes and answers these arguments through logic and reason. If we 
truly love our fellow humans, homosexual or heterosexual, we must speak the truth in love.

Love Speech

William Safire's invaluable and immensely entertaining Lend Me Your Ears established itself instantly 
as a classic treasury of the greatest speeches in human history. Selected with the instincts of a great 
speechwriter and language maven, arranged by theme and occasion, each deftly introduced and 
placed in context, the more than two hundred speeches in this compilation demonstrate the enduring 
power of human eloquence to inspire, to uplift, and to motivate. For this expanded edition Safire has 
selected more than twenty new speeches by such figures as President Bill Clinton, Senator Robert 
Dole, General Colin Powell, Microsoft's Bill Gates, the Dalai Lama, Edward R. Murrow, Alistair Cooke, 
the Buddha, and the late Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. They prove that even in a digital age the 
most forceful medium of communication is still the human voice speaking directly to the mind, heart, 
and soul.

Lend Me Your Ears

"America is at a turning point: energetic debate on gay issues is now becoming a part of America's 
public life. Gays may no longer be invisible, but the nation's long silence on gay subjects has left a void 
in serious thinking about the place of gay men and lesbians in American society." "A More Perfect Union 
is the first book to offer a concise moral case for gay people's equal citizenship. Appealing to widely 
held American beliefs, Mohr grounds his argument for gay justice firmly in our most valued traditions 
of equality and freedom. Mohr explores gay rights from the most private to the most public: Should 



sex be protected by the right to privacy? What does marriage mean in today's society - and is there 
a case for legalizing marriage between same-sex couples? What does equal protection under the law 
mean for gay people? What are we to make of the controversy over gays in the military?" "Through 
lively examples and historical cases, Mohr shows how society's current treatment of gays undercuts 
the rights that other Americans take for granted. If a gay man wants to prosecute queer bashers for 
attacking him, but knows he will lose his job or custody of his child by coming out publicly; can he truly 
be said to enjoy the basic right to legal protection? Using similar examples, Mohr makes an eloquent 
case for gay and lesbian civil rights legislation." "A More Perfect Union also offers clear guidelines on 
issues such as custody cases where one parent is gay or lesbian and on what the government should 
and shouldn't be doing about AIDS. A final chapter lays out a ten-point plan for achieving equal rights for 
gays that urges family, friends, other minorities, and straight men and women to join the fight to secure 
America's promise of liberty and justice for all." "Provocative and timely, A More Perfect Union offers 
a hopeful vision of a more just America."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell 
North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

A More Perfect Union

Designed to serve as both a one-stop information source and a guide to in-depth exploration, this 
engaging volume examines the controversial subject of gay and lesbian rights. Thoroughly objective 
in its presentation, the volume includes a chronology of significant developments in the gay rights 
movement, biographical sketches of important and influential people, a review of relevant legislation, 
and excerpts from speeches and articles on both sides of the issue. Selected print and nonprint 
resource listings direct readers to additional information on this complicated, emotional matter. This 
volume provides solid, useful information that can serve as a foundation for further research and 
enhanced understanding of this critical issue.

Gay and Lesbian Rights

Most modern democracies punish hate speech. Less freedom for some, they claim, guarantees greater 
freedom for others. Heinze rejects that approach, arguing that democracies have better ways of 
combatting violence and discrimination against vulnerable groups without having to censor speakers. 
Critiquing dominant free speech theories, Heinze explains that free expression must be safeguarded 
not just as an individual right, but as an essential attribute of democratic citizenship. The book 
challenges contemporary state regulation of public discourse by promoting a stronger theory of what 
democracy is and what it demands. Examining US, European, and international approaches, Heinze 
offers a new vision of free speech within Western democracies.

Hate Speech and Democratic Citizenship

A new edition of a classic work of history, revealing the anti-homosexual purges of midcentury 
Washington. In The Lavender Scare, David K. Johnson tells the frightening story of how, during the 
Cold War, homosexuals were considered as dangerous a threat to national security as Communists. 
Charges that the Roosevelt and Truman administrations were havens for homosexuals proved a potent 
political weapon, sparking a “Lavender Scare” more vehement and long-lasting than Joseph McCarthy’s 
Red Scare. Drawing on declassified documents, years of research in the records of the National 
Archives and the FBI, and interviews with former civil servants, Johnson recreates the vibrant gay 
subculture that flourished in midcentury Washington and takes us inside the security interrogation 
rooms where anti-homosexual purges ruined the lives and careers of thousands of Americans. This 
enlarged edition of Johnson’s classic work of history—the winner of numerous awards and the basis 
for an acclaimed documentary broadcast on PBS—features a new epilogue, bringing the still-relevant 
story into the twenty-first century.

The Lavender Scare

Tracing the struggle for freedom and civil rights across two centuries, this anthology comprises 
speeches by Martin Luther King, Jr., Marcus Garvey, Malcolm X, Barack Obama, and many other 
influential figures.

Great Speeches by African Americans



During the Great Depression, Henry Alsberg, a journalist with a passion for social justice, directed 
the Federal Writers' Project, a New Deal program of the Works Progress Administration. Under his 
guidance, thousands of unemployed writers were hired. Despite attacks from the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, the Project produced more than 1,000 publications from 1935 to 1939, 
including the still highly acclaimed American Guide series. Some writers, such as Richard Wright, 
went on to storied careers. Alsberg led the Project’s collection of more than 10,000 oral histories from 
ex-slaves, immigrants and others. Alsberg was also a leader in the struggle to save Jewish pogrom 
survivors in Eastern Europe. Later, he initiated the first major effort to assist international political 
prisoners. His friends included anarchist revolutionary Emma Goldman and U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Felix Frankfurter. This book brings Alsberg to light as an important but forgotten figure of the 20th 
century.

The St. Croix Review

How does coding change the way we think about architecture? This question opens up an important 
research perspective. In this book, Miro Roman and his AI Alice_ch3n81 develop a playful scenario in 
which they propose coding as the new literacy of information. They convey knowledge in the form of 
a project model that links the fields of architecture and information through two interwoven narrative 
strands in an “infinite flow” of real books. Focusing on the intersection of information technology and 
architectural formulation, the authors create an evolving intellectual reflection on digital architecture 
and computer science.

Henry Alsberg

Play Among Books
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