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This analysis explores the profound impact of religious movements, militancy, and resulting conflict
across South Asia, specifically examining cases from India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. It delves into
how radical religious ideologies intertwine with social and political factors to fuel violence, regional
instability, and humanitarian challenges. Discover the complex dynamics that drive religious conflict in
these crucial nations.
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Religious Movements Militancy

Religious Movements, Militancy, and Conflict in South Asia we draws on recent research on religion and
conflict to offer a broad overview of the different roles religion has played in governance, politics, and
conflicts in South Asia. The authors argue that it is important that policy officials pay specific attention to
the role of religion in conflict settings. It is not safe to assume that religiously themed rhetoric represents
the true motives of conflict actors or the true beliefs of local communities. But nor is it safe to assume that
religion, and especially religious identity, does not contribute to conflict--or that it could not contribute
to peace. Religion needs to be understood in context.

Religious Militancy and Security in South Asia

This book reviews the terrorist environment in South Asia, concentrating on Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
India, but also including Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

Terrorism and Militancy in South Asia

This book sheds light on religiously motivated extremism and violence in South Asia, a phenomenon

which ostensibly poses critical and unique challenges to the peace, security and governance not only of
the region, but also of the world at large. The book is distinctive in-so-far as it reexamines conventional
wisdom held about religious extremism in South Asia and departs from the literature which centres its
analyses on Islamic militancy based on the questions and assumptions of the West's ‘war on terror’. This
volume also offers a comprehensive analysis of new extremist movements and how their emergence

and success places existing theoretical frameworks in the study of religious extremism into question. It
further examines topical issues including the study of social media and its impact on the evolution and
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operation of violent extremism. The book also analyses grassroots and innovative non-state initiatives
aimed to counter extremist ideologies. Through case studies focusing on Bangladesh, India, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, this collection examines extremist materials, methods of political mobilisation and
recruitment processes and maps the interconnected nature of sociological change with the ideological
transformations of extremist movements.

Religion, Extremism and Violence in South Asia

This book presents South Asian women’s voices which have been marginalised in the theory and
practice of international relations in the region. It highlights critical issues of importance for women
which are often neglected in traditional International Relations (IR). Embracing Feminist epistemology;,
the book re imagines the theory and practice of IR in South Asia, placing women'’s experiences and
their diverse voices at the centre. Refusing the temptation to typecast women, the book showcases the
varied voices of South Asian women in international relations with contributions from an eclectic set of
authors from different nationalities. In doing so, the book expands the ontological and epistemological
limits of IR by including caste, conflict, protest perspectives. While some of these are uniquely

South Asian, like caste, all of them show how the field of IR in general can become enriched by
being more inclusive. This book will be of interest to researchers as it provides a fresh conceptual
re-conceptualization of the field of IR from gender as well as global south perspective. The book will
also help graduate students seeking to understand the intersection of gender and IR.

South Asian Women and International Relations

This book sheds light on religiously motivated extremism and violence in South Asia, a phenomenon
which ostensibly poses critical and unique challenges to the peace, security and governance not only of
the region, but also of the world at large. The book is distinctive in-so-far as it reexamines conventional
wisdom held about religious extremism in South Asia and departs from the literature which centres its
analyses on Islamic militancy based on the questions and assumptions of the West's ‘war on terror’. This
volume also offers a comprehensive analysis of new extremist movements and how their emergence
and success places existing theoretical frameworks in the study of religious extremism into question. It
further examines topical issues including the study of social media and its impact on the evolution and
operation of violent extremism. The book also analyses grassroots and innovative non-state initiatives
aimed to counter extremist ideologies. Through case studies focusing on Bangladesh, India, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, this collection examines extremist materials, methods of political mobilisation and
recruitment processes and maps the interconnected nature of sociological change with the ideological
transformations of extremist movements.

Religion, Extremism and Violence in South Asia

The advent of two nuclear powers in South Asia, discoveries of nuclear trafficking, and insurgencies
and terrorism that threaten important U.S. interests and objectives directly have transformed the region
from a strategic backwater into a primary theater of concern for the United States. The United States,
to a great extent free of the restrictions of earlier sanction regimes and attentive to the region's central
role in the global war on terrorism (GWOT), has engaged the states of South Asia aggressively with
a wide variety of policy initiatives. Despite the diversity of policy instruments, few are very powerful,
indeed, only the U.S. military seems to offer many options for Washington to intensify further its security
cooperation and influence in the region. This monograph highlights key factors in the region that imperil
U.S. interests, and suggests how and where the U.S. military might play an expanded, influential role.
The report notes that the current U.S. military force posture, disposition, and lines of command may
not be optimal, given South Asia's new status in the U.S. strategic calculus, and suggests seven key
steps the military might take to improve its ability to advance and defend U.S. interests, not only in
South Asia, but beyond it, including the Middle East and Asia at large. Beyond the specifics, however,
the broader message arising from this analysis is straightforward: the region's salience for U.S. policy
interests has increased dramatically. It is therefore prudent to intensify Washington's involvement in
the region and to devote the resources necessary to become more influential with the governments
within the region. Given the area's potential for violence, it is also prudent to shape a part of the U.S.
military to meet the potential crises emanating from South Asia, just as the United States once shaped
its military presence in Western Europe for the contingencies of the Cold War.

War and Escalation in South Asia



This volume looks at human rights in independent India through frameworks comparable to those in
other postcolonial nations in the Global South. It examines wide-ranging issues that require immediate
attention such as those related to disability, violence, torture, education, LGBT, neoliberalism, and
social justice. The essays presented here explore the discourse surrounding human rights, and engage
with aspects linked to the functioning of democracy, security and strategic matters, and terrorism,
especially post 9/11. They also discuss cases connected with human rights violations in India and
underline the need for a transparent approach and a more comprehensive perspective of India’s human
rights record. Part of the series Ethics, Human Rights and Global Political Thought, the volume will be
an important resource for academics, policy makers, civil society organisations, lawyers and those
concerned with human rights. It will also be useful to scholars and researchers of Indian politics, law
and sociology.

Human Rights in Postcolonial India

One of the most dramatic and surprising developments of the last twenty years was the proliferation
of aggressive political movements linked to religion. This book examines the interplay of religion and
politics in predominantly Hindu India, Islamic Pakistan, and Buddhist Sri Lanka. This collection of
studies by internationally known scholars challenges traditional stereotypes and interpretations of
South Asian religion and politics and provides a multidisciplinary perspective on contemporary conflicts.
While the focus of the work is on Pakistan, India, and Sri Lanka, the arguments advanced by the
authors are useful for understanding recent developments in religion and politics around the world.
An informative introduction overviews the link between religion and political conflict in South Asia and
offers a framework and synopsis of the chapters that follow. These are grouped into three parts by
nationality. The chapters on India examine recent elections and the growth of militant Hinduism, the
impact of caste relations on socio-economic conditions, and the problems of Muslims as the largest
religious minority in India. The chapters on Pakistan explore how political and economic changes led
to the rise of Islamic fundamentalism; the historical relationship among gender, nationalism, and the
Islamic state; and the evolution of a capitalist social system in an Islamic nation. The chapters on Sri
Lanka explain the role of Buddhist myth in justifying political oppression, the conflict between the ideal
of Buddhist pacifism and the reality of political violence, and the impact of race, class, and gender on
political conflict. Political scientists, historians, and religion scholars will find this study a timely and
valuable addition to their libraries.

Religion and Political Conflict in South Asia

Religion and religio-political forces have become potent influences in the domestic politics of many
countries irrespective of geographical location, stages of economic growth, and systems of governance.
The growing importance of religion as a marker of identity and a tool of political mobilization is reshaping
the political landscape in an unprecedented manner, and South Asia, which contains the world’s
largest populations of Muslims and Hindus with significant number of Buddhists, is no exception to
this fact. This book presents a comprehensive analysis of the interaction of religion and politics in
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Although the specific circumstances
of each country are different, in recent decades, religion, religio-political parties, and religious rhetoric
have become dominant features of the political scenes in all six countries. The contributors offer a
thorough examination of these developments by presenting each country's political system and the
socio-economic environment within which the interactions are taking place. The analysis of the various
factors influencing the process of the interactions between religion and politics, and their impact on the
lives of the people of the region and global politics constitute the core of the chapters.

Religious Radicalism and Security in South Asia

South Asia is home to a range of extremist groups from the jihadists of Pakistan to the Tamil Tigers of
Sri Lanka. In the popular mind, extremism and terrorism are invariably linked to ethnic and religious
factors. Yet the dominant history of South Asia is notable for tolerance and co-existence, despite
highly plural societies. Deepa Ollapally examines extremist groups in Kashmir, Afghanistan, Northeast
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka to offer a fresh perspective on the causes of extremism.
What accounts for its rise in societies not historically predisposed to extremism? What determines
the winners and losers in the identity struggles in South Asia? What tips the balance between more
moderate versus extremist outcomes? The book argues that politics, inter-state and international



relations often play a more important role in the rise of extremism in South Asia than religious identity,
poverty, and state repression.

Religion and Politics in South Asia

As in the cascading of water, violence and nonviolence can cascade down from commanding heights of
power (as in waterfalls), up from powerless peripheries, and can undulate to spread horizontally (flowing
from one space to another). As with containing water, conflict cannot be contained without asking crucial
guestions about which variables might cause it to cascade from the top-down, bottom up and from the
middle-out. The book shows how violence cascades from state to state. Empirical research has shown
that nations with a neighbor at war are more likely to have a civil war themselves (Sambanis 2001).
More importantly in the analysis of this book, war cascades from hot spot to hot spot within and between
states (Autesserre 2010, 2014). The key to understanding cascades of hot spots is in the interaction
between local and macro cleavages and alliances (Kalyvas 2006). The analysis exposes the folly of
asking single-level policy questions like do the benefits and costs of a regime change in Iraq justify an
invasion? We must also ask what other violence might cascade from an invasion of Iraq? The cascades
concept is widespread in the physical and biological sciences with cascades in geology, particle
physics and the globalization of contagion. The past two decades has seen prominent and powerful
applications of the cascades idea to the social sciences (Sunstein 1997; Gladwell 2000; Sikkink 2011).
In his discussion of ethnic violence, James Rosenau (1990) stressed that the image of turbulence
developed by mathematicians and physicists could provide an important basis for understanding the
idea of bifurcation and related ideas of complexity, chaos, and turbulence in complex systems. He
classified the bifurcated systems in contemporary world politics as the multicentric system and the
statecentric system. Each of these affects the others in multiple ways, at multiple levels, and in ways
that make events enormously hard to predict (Rosenau 1990, 2006). He replaced the idea of events with
cascades to describe the event structures that 'gather momentum, stall, reverse course, and resume
anew as their repercussions spread among whole systems and subsystems' (1990: 299). Through

a detailed analysis of case studies in South Asia, that built on John Braithwaite's twenty-five year
project Peacebuilding Compared, and coding of conflicts in different parts of the globe, we expand
Rosenau's concept of global turbulence and images of cascades. In the cascades of violence in South
Asia, we demonstrate how micro-events such as localized riots, land-grabbing, pervasive militarization
and attempts to assassinate political leaders are linked to large scale macro-events of global politics.
We argue in order to prevent future conflicts there is a need to understand the relationships between
history, structures and agency; interest, values and politics; global and local factors and alliances.

The Politics of Extremism in South Asia

In Insurgency and Counterinsurgency in South Asia, ten experts native to South Asia consider the
nature of intrastate insurgent movements from a peacebuilding perspective. Case studies on India,
Pakistan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka lend new insights into the dynamics of each conflict and how they
might be prevented or resolved.

Cascades of Violence

A major new contribution to comparative and multidisciplinary scholarship on the alignment of religion
and violence in the contemporary world, with a special focus on South and Southeast Asia. Religion
and Conflict in South and Southeast Asia shows how this region is the site of recent and emerging
democracies, a high degree of religious pluralism, the largest Muslim populations in the world, and
several well-organized terrorist groups, making understanding of the dynamics of religious conflict and
violence particularly urgent. By bringing scholars from religious studies, political science, sociology,
anthropology and international relations into conversation with each other, this volume brings much
needed attention to the role of religion in fostering violence in the region and addresses strategies for
its containment or resolution. The dearth of other literature on the intersection of religion, politics and
violence in contemporary South and Southeast Asia makes the timing of this book particularly relevant.
This book will of great interest to advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students of Asian politics,
security studies and conflict studies.

Insurgency and Counterinsurgency in South Asia

The Handbook of Terrorism in the Asia-Pacific provides a historical overview of terrorism in the
Asia-Pacific, the evolution of threat, and the present threat faced by countries with the rise of the Islamic



State (IS). This is a concise and readable handbook which examines the origins of the current wave of
terrorism across countries in Southeast Asia, South Asia, Northeast Asia and the Pacific, and identifies
emerging trends and new forms of terror that have altered the landscape and rendered the region
increasingly vulnerable to asymmetric attacks. Comprising of more than 20 chapters, this handbook
will be a useful source of reference for undergraduate and graduate students focused on understanding
the causes of terrorism and insurgency in the Asia-Pacific.

Religion and Conflict in South and Southeast Asia

Militant Islam provides a sociological framework for understanding the rise and character of recent
Islamic militancy. It takes a systematic approach to the phenomenon and includes analysis of cases
from around the world, comparisons with militancy in other religions, and their causes and conse-
guences. The sociological concepts and theories examined in the book include those associated with
social closure, social movements, nationalism, risk, fear and ‘de-civilising’. These are applied within
three main themes; characteristics of militant Islam, multi-layered causes and the consequences of
militancy, in particular Western reactions within the ‘war on terror’. Interrelationships between religious
and secular behaviour, ‘terrorism’ and ‘counter-terrorism’, popular support and opposition are explored.
Through the examination of examples from across Muslim societies and communities, the analysis
challenges the popular tendency to concentrate upon ‘al-Qa’ida’ and the Middle East. This book will
be of interest to students of Sociology, Political Science and International Relations, in particular those
taking courses on Islam, religion, terrorism, political violence and related regional studies.

The Cambridge World History of Violence

In this timely book Milton J. Esman surveys a recurrent and seemingly intractable factor in the

politics of nations: ethnicity. As the author notes, virtually no contemporary nation-state is ethnically
homogeneous. Most address the political effects of domestic ethnic difference, and many fail in the
attempt—with devastatingly violent results.Esman focuses on ethnic mobilization and the management
of conflict, on the ways ethnic groups prepare for political combat, and on measures that can moderate
or control ethnic disputes, whether peaceful or violent.Opening with a broad synopsis of current
understandings of ethnicity and its varying political salience, he illustrates his theories by analyzing
experiences in South Africa, Israel-Palestine, Canada-Quebec, and Malaysia. He also outlines the
political issues and dilemmas, transnational as well as domestic, caused by the vast labor migrations of
Mexicans to the United States, North Africans to France, Turks to Germany, and Koreans to Japan.Can
economic growth and prosperity ease ethnic conflicts? Esman addresses this question and draws
conclusions based on the empirical chapters. In his view, ethnic pluralism and ethnic politics are not
collective psychoses or aberrations, to be deplored and exorcised, but rather pervasive realities that
observers can confront and politicians can manage.

Handbook Of Terrorism In The Asia-pacific

The Council on Foreign Relations sponsors Independent Task Forces to assess issues of current
and critical importance to U.S. foreign policy and provide policymakers with concrete judgments and
recommendations. Diverse in backgrounds and perspectives, Task Force members aim to reach a
meaningful consensus on policy through private and non-partisan deliberations. Once launched, Task
Forces are independent of CFR and solely responsible for the content of their reports. Task Force
members are asked to join a consensus signifying that they endorse "the general policy thrust and
judgments reached by the group, though not necessarily every finding and recommendation." Each
Task Force member also has the option of putting forward an additional or a dissenting view. Members'
affiliations are listed for identification purposes only and do not imply institutional endorsement. Task
Force observers participate in discussions, but are not asked to join the consensus. --Book Jacket.

Rise of Extremism in South Asia

This is one of the first single-author comparisons of different South Asian states around the theme of
religious conflict. Based on new research and syntheses of the literature on ‘communalism’, it argues
that religious conflict in this region in the modern period was never simply based on sectarian or
theological differences or the clash of civilizations. Instead, the book proposes that the connection
between religious radicalism and everyday violence relates to the actual (and perceived) weaknesses
of political and state structures. For some, religious and ethnic mobilisation has provided a means

of protest, where representative institutions failed. For others, it became a method of dealing with an



uncertain political and economic future. For many it has no concrete or deliberate function, but has
effectively upheld social stability, paternalism and local power, in the face of globalisation and the
growing aspirations of the region's most underprivileged citizens.

Militant Islam

Profiles important militant groups presently active in South Asian countries. The information related to
these militant groups has been culled from open sources and due care has been taken to check the
facts for consistency and reliability. The threat perception from each group is covered in detail.

Ethnic Politics

Following The Terrorist Attacks In New York And Washington, D.C. On 11 September 2001, South Asia
Emerged As The Epicentre Of The War Against Terrorism, With The Involvement Of The American And
Coalition Forces Against Al Qaeda In Afghanistan. The Development Brought Into Focus Not Only The
Spectre Posed By The Threat Of Global Terrorism, But Also The Dangers Which Terrorism Poses Within
And Among The Countries Of The Region. In South Asia, There Is A Consensus That Terrorism Has
A Negative Impact On Economic Development, But The Assessment Differs Significantly Depending
On The Experience Of Individual Countries. There Is, Therefore, A Need To Develop A Common
Methodology To Calculate The Costs Of Conflicts Which Should Be Able To Demonstrate, Among Other
Things, That Conflicts Are Responsible For The Economic llls Of Countries. Such An Exercise Would
Be Incomplete Without A Better Understanding Of The Economy Of Terrorism, Including The Sources
And Methods Of Its Financing And Its Economic Networking. Similarly, There Is Also A Consensus

In The Region That Terrorism Undermines And Weakens The Demaocratic Structure Of Countries, But
It Is Not Yet Fully Clear How That Is Done. Most Papers In The Present Volume Have Attempted To
Address Both The Causes And Consequences Of Terrorism, And Strongly Underscore The Need For
Case-By-Case Study Of Individual Terrorist Groups To See How They Have Impacted On The State
Structure

U.S. Strategy for Pakistan and Afghanistan

Rethinking Pakistan is a wide-ranging analytical dissection of the Pakistani polity and offers a
well-meaning, progressive prescription for present-day Pakistan, stitched together by an eclectic list
of experts spanning diverse backgrounds and subjects. From energy self-sufficiency and scientific
development to freedom of the press and the essential question of the dominance of the military over
civilian affairs, this compendium offers a suitable guide for anyone who seeks to understand the striking
mix of contemporary and historic challenges faced by Pakistan in the twenty-first century. The book
deals with Pakistan's contemporary realities and future prospects.

Religion and Conflict in Modern South Asia

This handbook presents an authoritative overview of South Asia through the lens of geopolitics, political
dynamics, economics, human security, and sustainable development. It brings together key insights
from various disciplines to provide an in-depth understanding of the genesis, course, and future
potential of South Asia as a region. The handbook: Explores the post-colonial political landscape of
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Nepal, Bhutan and Afghanistan and analyses the challenges
to political stability and governance in South Asia Studies the opportunities and challenges produced
by globalization and recommends solutions towards greater connectivity and trade in South Asia
Delves into the issues of climate change, water and land resource dependency, and energy security
and singles out policy challenges as well as positive actions to promote sustainable development
and implement the blue economy Discusses the political dynamics of regional cooperation between
countries and the role of China in South Asian regional affairs An invaluable addition to the study of
South Asia, this volume will be an indispensable resource for scholars, teachers and researchers of
political science, international relations, South Asia studies, South Asian politics, history, defence and
strategic studies, political economy, developmental studies, public policy and sustainability studies.

Militant Groups in South Asia

The fate of Afghanistan and the success of U.S. and coalition efforts to stabilize Afghanistan will in
large measure be affected by the current and future policies pursued by its varied proximate and distal
neighbors. Weinbaum evaluates the courses of action Afghanistan's key neighbors are likely to take.

Terrorism in South Asia



This book explores women'’s militant activities in insurgent wars and seeks to understand what women
‘do’ in wars. In International Relations, inter-state conflict, anti-state armed insurgency and armed
militancy are essentially seen as wars where collective violence (against civilians and security forces)
is used to achieve political objectives. Extending the notion of war as ‘politics of injury’ to the armed
militancy in Indian administered Kashmir and the Tamil armed insurgency in Sri Lanka, this book
explores how women participate in militant wars, and how that politics not only shapes the gendered
understandings of women'’s identities and bodies but is in turn shaped by them. The case studies
discussed in the book offer new comparative insight into two different and most prevalent forms of
insurgent wars today: religio-political and ethno-nationalist. Empirical analyses of women'’s roles in
the Sri Lankan Tamil militant group, the LTTE and the logistical, ideological support women provide to
militant groups active in Indian administered Kashmir suggest that these insurgent wars have their own
gender dynamics in recruitment and operational strategies. Thus, Women and Militant Wars provides
an excellent insight into the gender politics of these insurgencies and women'’s roles and experiences
within them. This book will be of much interest to students and scholars of critical war and security
studies, feminist international relations, gender studies, terrorism and political violence, South Asia
studies and IR in general.

Rethinking Pakistan

Essays by experts exploring the intersection of geography, religion, foreign policy, and terrorism in
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

The Routledge Handbook of South Asia

The study found that India and Pakistan both assume that outside powers, mainly the United States,
will intervene to stop any major war on the subcontinent within two weeks after it begins.

Afghanistan and Its Neighbors

Islamist militants based in Pakistan have played a major role in terrorism around the world and pose a
significant threat to regional and international security. Although the Pakistan-militant connection has
received widespread attention only in recent years, it is not a new phenomenon. Pakistan has, since its
inception in the wake of World War |1, used Islamist militants to wage jihad in order to compensate for
severe political and material weakness. This use of militancy has become so important that it is now a
central component of Pakistani grand strategy; supporting jihad is one of the principal means by which
the Pakistani state seeks to produce security for itself. Contrary to conventional wisdom, the strategy
has not been wholly disastrous. It has achieved important domestic and international successes,
enabling Pakistan to confront stronger adversaries and shape its strategic environment without the
costs and risks of direct combat, and to help promote internal cohesion to compensate for its weak
domestic political foundations. Recently, however, these successes of Pakistan's militant strategy have
given way to serious problems. The militant organizations that Pakistan nurtured over the decades are
increasingly exceeding its control; continued support for jihad diverts scarce resources from pressing
domestic projects, impeding the country's internal development; and the militant campaign's repeated
provocations have led India to adopt a more aggressive conventional military posture. As Paul Kapur
shows in Jihad as Grand Strategy, these developments significantly undermine Pakistani interests,
threatening to leave it less politically cohesive and externally secure than it was before. Thus, despite
its past benefits, the strategy has outlived its utility, and Pakistan will have to abandon it in order to avoid
catastrophe. This will require not simply a change of policy, but a thoroughgoing reconceptualization of
the Pakistani state.

Women and Militant Wars

This project evolved out of my research on several other top- ics concerning militant Islam among
Sunnis in Iran, Deobandis, and female Deobandi madares. Since then, several more informants have
sincerely come forward to help me update my information on the current research.

Talibanistan

Political violence has remained an integral part of South Asian society for decades. The region has
witnessed and continued to encounter violence for achieving political objectives from above and from
below. Violence is perpetrated by the state, by non-state actors, and used by the citizens as a form of



resistance. Ethnic insurgency, religion-inspired extremism, and ideology-driven hostility are examples
of violent acts that have emerged as challenges to the states which have responded with violence in
the form of civil war and through violations of human rights disregarding international norms. This book
explores various dimensions of political violence in South Asia, namely in Bangladesh, India, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Each chapter either speaks to an important aspect of the political violence or
provides an overall picture of the nature and scope of political violence in the respective country. Political
violence is understood in the larger sense of political, that is, above and beyond institutions, and also as
an integral part of social relationships where social norms and the role of individual agency play seminal
roles. The contributions in this book incorporate both institutional and non-institutional dimensions of
political violence. Exploring how everyday life in South Asian states and societies is transformed by the
engagement with violence through direct and indirect methods, this book adopts an interdisciplinary
framework; diverse methods are employed — from ethnographic readings to more macro level analyses.
The phenomenon is explored from historical, sociological, and political perspectives. This book will be
useful as a supplementary text in courses on South Asian Studies in general and South Asian Politics
in particular.

Stability in South Asia

This study analyzes the ongoing conflicts in southern Thailand and southern Philippines between
indigenous Muslim minorities and their respective central governments. In particular, it investigates
and interrogates the ideological context and content of conflicts in southern Thailand and southern
Philippines insofar as they pertain to Islam and radicalism in order to assess the extent to which
these conflicts have taken on a greater religious character and the implications this might have on our
understanding of them. In the main, the monograph argues that while conflicts in southern Thailand and
southern Philippines have taken on religious hues as a consequence of both local and external factors,
on present evidence they share little with broader radical global Islamist and Jihadist ideologies and
movements, and their contents and contexts remain primarily political, reflected in the key objective of
some measure of self-determination, and local, in terms of the territorial and ideational boundaries of
activism and agitation. Furthermore, though both conflicts appear on the surface to be driven by similar
dynamics and mirror each other, they are different in several fundamental ways.

Jihad as Grand Strategy

Political Violence in South and Southeast Asia brings together political scientists and anthropologists
with intumate knowledge of the politics and society of these regions. They present unique perspectives
on topics including assassinations, riots, state violence, the significance of geographic borders, external
influences adn intervention, and patterns of recruitment and rebellion. --Résumé de ['éditeur.

Religion, politics and ethnicity in iran: investigating the case of the sunni deobandis

An oft-neglected theme in studies on communal violence is the role of the state, particularly of its
institutions of law enforcement and policing. Recent experience with religion-based violence in South
Asia—particularly, the 2002 riots in Gujarat—has brought into sharp focus this relationship between
communal violence and partisan state institutions. The seven essays in this anthology—written by
eminent authors from diverse traditions of anthropology, history, politics and sociology—critically
re-examine the symbolism, scale and nature of communal violence in South Asia in view of the state’s
changing image. Moving beyond cliched explanations of riots, the contributors: - Map the contemporary
discourse on Hindu-Muslim violence and focus on the causes of communal violence as well as its
long-term consequences - Situate the nation-state within the incidents of violence—variously termed
ethnic, communal and everyday violence—that simultaneously frame and challenge the authority of
the state - Locate the current discussion on violence and the state in Pakistan, and provide a general
thematic overview of religion and state institutions in Pakistan - Expand various categories of violence
to present a South Asian perspective vis-a-vis the current western discourse on “global terrorism’

Political Violence in South Asia

Lashkar-e-Taiba is among the most powerful militants groups in South Asia and increasingly viewed as
a global terrorist threat on par with al-Qaeda. Considered Pakistan's most powerful proxy against India,
the group gained public prominence after its deadly ten-person suicide assault on Mumbai in November
2008. By the time the last Lashkar terrorist was dead after nearly 60 hours, it appeared the world was
facing a new menace. Boasting transnational networks stretching across several continents, there has



been serious debate since 9/11 of whether Lashkar is an al-Qaeda affiliate. The deliberate targeting of
Westerners and Jews during the Mumbai attacks raised questions about whether Lashkar was moving
deeper into al-Qaeda’s orbit and perhaps on a trajectory to displace Osama bin Laden's network as
the next major global jihadi threat. Lashkar's expansion has serious security implications for India,
Pakistan, Europe and the United States and its activities threaten to damage US-Pakistan relations.
Despite growing calls for action, Pakistan is yet to take any serious steps toward dismantling Lashkar
for fear of drawing it further into the insurgency raging there and because of its continued utility against
India. More than a militant outfit, Lashkar also controls a vast infrastructure that delivers necessary
social services to the Pakistani populace, making it all the more difficult to dismantle. Storming the
World Stage traces the evolution of Lashkar-e-Taiba over more than two decades to illustrate how the
group grew so powerful and to assess the threat it poses to India, the West and to Pakistan itself. The
first English-language book ever written about Lashkar, it draws on in-depth field research, including
interviews with senior Lashkar leaders, rank-and-file members, and officials of the Pakistani security
services--some of who have helped nurture the group over the years.

Muslim Resistance in Southern Thailand and Southern Philippines

Contents: (1) The Rise of Islamist Militancy in Southeast Asia: Overview; The Rise of Al Qaeda in
Southeast Asia; (2) The Jemaah Islamiya (JI) Network: History of JI; JI¢ s Relationship to Al Qaeda;
Ji¢,s Size and Structure; (3) Indonesia: Recent Events; The Bali Bombings and Other JI attacks in
Indonesia; The Trial and Release of Baasyir; (4) The Philippines: Abu Sayyaf; The MILF; The Philippine
Communist Party; (5) Thailand: Southern Insurgency; Current Government¢,s Approach; Little Evidence
of Transnational Elements; (6) Malaysia: Recent Events; A Muslim Voice of Moderation; Maritime
Concerns; Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism in Malaysia; Terrorist Groups in Malaysia; Malaysia¢s
Counter-Terrorism Efforts; (7) Singapore: U.S.-Singapore Coop.

Political Violence in South and Southeast Asia

This book provides a rich analysis of the actors and organizations to reflect on the antecedents and
trajectories of terrorism and insurgency in South Asia, and the different countermeasures adopted

by the countries to deal with the security and developmental challenges. South Asia is a complex
geography that has been both a victim and a playing field for indigenous insurgencies, and domestic
and transnational terrorist movements. The contributors to this volume explore how this situation has
posed serious challenges to the sovereignty of the states, to national and human security, and to the
socioeconomic fabric of the communities, and to the ethnic and religious cohesion. The book provides
detailed studies of country cases on terrorism, security, and insurgencies, and it underlines the national,
regional, and global implications of the threats that emanate from this region. Presenting an opportunity
to diversify away from a Western-centric focus on terrorism and security, this book will be valuable to
researchers in political science, criminology, defense and security studies, and to policy makers and
think tanks.

Religion, Violence and Political Mobilisation in South Asia

Storming the World Stage
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