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Origins of the German Welfare State

This book traces the origins of the German welfare state. The author, formerly director at the 
Max-Planck-Institute for European Legal History, Frankfurt, provides a perceptive overview of the 
history of social security and social welfare in Germany from early modern times to the end of World War 
II, including Bismarck’s pioneering introduction of social insurance in the 1880s. The author unravels 
“layers” of social security that have piled up in the course of history and, so he argues, still linger 
in the present-day welfare state. The account begins with the first efforts by public authorities to 
regulate poverty and then proceeds to the “social question” that arose during the 19th-century Industrial 
Revolution. World War I had a major impact on the development of social security, both during the war 
and after, through the exigencies of the war economy, inflation and unemployment. The ruptures as well 
as the continuities of social policy under National Socialism and World War II are also investigated.

The Origin of the Welfare State in England and Germany, 1850-1914

This book offers a comparison of the origins of the welfare state in England and Germany (1850-1914).

Poverty and Welfare in Modern German History

For many, the history of German social policy is defined primarily by that nation’s postwar emergence 
as a model of the European welfare state. As this comprehensive volume demonstrates, however, the 
question of how to care for the poor has had significant implications for German history throughout 
the modern era. Here, eight leading historians provide essential case studies and syntheses of current 
research into German welfare, from the Holy Roman Empire to the present day. Along the way, they 
trace the parallel historical dynamics that have continued to shape German society, including religious 
diversity, political exclusion and inclusion, and concepts of race and gender.

Poor Relief and Welfare in Germany from the Reformation to World War I
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This account of poor relief, charity, and social welfare in Germany from the Reformation through 
World War I integrates historical narrative and theoretical analysis of such issues as social discipline, 
governmentality, gender, religion, and state-formation. It analyzes the changing cultural frameworks 
through which the poor came to be considered as needy; the institutions, strategies, and practices 
devised to assist, integrate, and discipline these populations; and the political alchemy through which 
the needs of the individual were reconciled with those of the community. While the Bismarckian social 
insurance programs have long been regarded as the origin of the German welfare state, this book 
shows how preventive social welfare programs--the second pillar of the welfare state--evolved out of 
traditional poor relief, and it emphasizes the role of Progressive reformers and local, voluntary initiative 
in this process and the impact of competing reform discourses on both the social domain and the public 
sphere.

The Emergence of the Welfare State in Britain and Germany

Originally published in 1981 The Emergence of the Welfare State in Britain and Germany 1850-1950 
is an edited collection on the history and future prospects of the modern welfare state. It attempts to 
pave the way for an analysis of the problems of the welfare state and its historical origins, and the likely 
future that transcends the nation-state orientated historical accounts. This collection of essays seeks 
to promote an interdisciplinary approach to the problems of the welfare state in two industrial societies. 
So far historians and social scientists concerned with this field of research have tended to work in 
isolation from one another, without mutual exchange of knowledge and using different methods. This 
book attempts to give equal scope to both perspectives.

Germans on Welfare

The welfare state was one of the pillars of the Weimar Republic. The Weimar experiment in democracy 
depended to no small degree upon the welfare system's ability to give German citizens at least a 
fundamental level of material and mental security in the face of the new risks to which they had been 
exposed by the effects of the lost war, revolution, and inflation. But the problems of the postwar period 
meant that, even in its best years, the Weimar welfare state was dangerously overburdened. The onset 
of the Depression and the growth of mass unemployment after 1929 destroyed republican democracy 
and the welfare state upon which it was based. On the ruins of Weimars social republic, the Nazis 
built a murderous racial state. Existing work on the Weimar welfare state concentrates largely on the 
discussions of social reformers, welfare experts, feminists, and the laws and institutions that their 
debates produced. Yet the Weimar welfare state was not simply the product of discourse and discursive 
struggles; it was also constructed and re-produced by the daily interactions of hard-pressed officials 
and impatient, often desperate clients. Adopting a "history of everyday life" perspective, Germans on 
Welfare: From Weimar to Hitler, 1919-1935 shows how welfare discourse and policy were translated 
into welfare practices by local officials and appropriated, contested, or re-negotiated by millions of 
welfare clients.

The Rise and Fall of a Socialist Welfare State

This book provides a comprehensive analysis of social policy in the German Democratic Republic 
(GDR, 1949-1990), followed by an analysis of the “Social Union”, the transformation of social policy in 
the process of German unification in 1990. Schmidt’s analysis of the GDR also depicts commonalities 
and differences between the welfare state in East and West Germany as well as in other East European 
and Western countries. He concludes that the GDR was unable to cope with the trade-off between 
ambitious social policy goals and a deteriorating economic performance. Ritter embeds his analysis 
of the Social Union in a general study of German unification, its international circumstances and its 
domestic repercussions (1989-1994). He argues that social policy played a pivotal role in German 
unification, and that there was no alternative to extending the West German welfare state to the East. 
Ritter, a distinguished historian, bases his contribution on an award-winning study for which he drew 
on archival sources and interviews with key actors. Schmidt is a distinguished political scientist.

Welfare, Modernity, and the Weimar State

This is the first comprehensive study of the turbulent relationship among state, society, and church in the 
making of the modern German welfare system during the Weimar Republic. Young-Sun Hong examines 
the competing conceptions of poverty, citizenship, family, and authority held by the state bureaucracy, 
socialists, bourgeois feminists, and the major religious and humanitarian welfare organizations. She 



shows how these conceptions reflected and generated bitter conflict in German society. And she 
argues that this conflict undermined parliamentary government within the welfare sector in a way that 
paralleled the crisis of the entire Weimar political system and created a situation in which the Nazi 
critique of republican "welfare" could acquire broad political resonance. The book begins by tracing the 
transformation of Germany's traditional, disciplinary poor-relief programs into a modern, bureaucratized 
and professionalized social welfare system. It then shows how, in the second half of the republic, 
attempts by both public and voluntary welfare organizations to reduce social insecurity by rationalizing 
working-class family life and reproduction alienated welfare reformers and recipients alike from both 
the welfare system and the Republic itself. Hong concludes that, in the welfare sector, the most direct 
continuity between the republican welfare system and the social policies of Nazi Germany is to be 
found not in the pathologies of progressive social engineering, but rather in the rejection of the moral 
and political foundations of the republican welfare system by eugenic welfare reformers and their Nazi 
supporters. Originally published in 1998. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand 
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of 
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while 
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library 
is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published 
by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

Regulating the Social

Why does the welfare state develop so unevenly across countries, regions, and localities? What 
accounts for the exclusions and disciplinary features of social programs? How are elite and popular 
conceptions of social reality related to welfare policies? George Steinmetz approaches these and 
other issues by exploring the complex origins and development of local and national social policies 
in nineteenth-century Germany. Generally regarded as the birthplace of the modern welfare state, 
Germany experimented with a wide variety of social programs before 1914, including the national social 
insurance legislation of the 1880s, the "Elberfeld" system of poor relief, protocorporatist policies, and 
modern forms of social work. Imperial Germany offers a particularly useful context in which to compare 
different programs at various levels of government. Looking at changes in welfare policy over the course 
of the nineteenth century, differences between state and municipal interventions, and intercity variations 
in policy, Steinmetz develops an account that focuses on the specific constraints on local and national 
policymakers and the different ways of imagining the "social question." Whereas certain aspects of 
the pre-1914 welfare state reinforced social divisions and even foreshadowed aspects of the Nazi 
regime, other dimensions actually helped to relieve sickness, poverty, and unemployment. Steinmetz 
explores the conditions that led to both the positive and the objectionable features of social policy. The 
explanation draws on statist, Marxist, and social democratic perspectives and on theories of gender 
and culture.

Social Policy in the Federal Republic of Germany

This book investigates the history of the post-war welfare state in Germany and its norma-
tive foundations, with special emphasis on constitutional issues. The author, formerly Director of 
the Max-Planck-Institute for Foreign and International Social Law, Munich, and President of the 
Max-Planck-Society, argues that social policy – not only in Germany – is about struggles over the 
“social”. The “social” is an open and changing concept that reflects the modern quest for equality, voiced 
in semantics like justice, participation, inclusion and security. The “social” and the “social state” (the 
German term for welfare state) are enshrined in the German Constitution of 1949, the Grundgesetz. 
The book sets out the phases of welfare state development in depth. Social policies are analyzed 
in view of wider contexts, especially the nation state, the rule of law (Rechtsstaat), federalism and 
democracy. The author emphasizes the dialectics between the national character of the welfare state 
and its manifold international references.

Socialism and the Emergence of the Welfare State

To counter allegations that the United States is being led down a socialist path to a European-style 
welfare state, this concise account reviews the varieties of European socialism and the benefits of 
welfare reform that have characterized Germany, France, Britain, and Sweden. Which future is in store 
for America is left an open question.



The Welfare State

This 'Very Short Introduction' discusses the necessity of welfare states in modern capitalist societies. 
Situating social policy in an historical, sociological, and comparative perspective, David Garland brings 
a new understanding to familiar debates, policies, and institutions.

Democracy, Capitalism, and the Welfare State

Democracy, Capitalism, and the Welfare State investigates political thought under the conditions of 
the postwar welfare state, focusing on the Federal Republic of Germany (1949-1989). The volume 
argues that the welfare state informed and altered basic questions of democracy and its relationship to 
capitalism. These questions were especially important for West Germany, given its recent experience 
with the collapse of capitalism, the disintegration of democracy, and National Socialist dictatorship 
after 1930. Three central issues emerged. First, the development of a nearly all-embracing set of social 
services and payments recast the problem of how social groups and interests related to the state, 
as state agencies and affected groups generated their own clientele, their own advocacy groups, and 
their own expert information. Second, the welfare state blurred the line between state and society 
that is constitutive of basic rights and the classic world of liberal freedom; rights became claims on 
the state, and social groups became integral parts of state administration. Third, the welfare state 
potentially reshaped the individual citizen, who became wrapped up with mandatory social insurance 
systems, provisioning of money and services related to social needs, and the regulation of everyday 
life. Peter C. Caldwell describes how West German experts sought to make sense of this vast array 
of state programs, expenditures, and bureaucracies aimed at solving social problems. Coming from 
backgrounds in politics, economics, law, social policy, sociology, and philosophy, they sought to 
conceptualize their state, which was now social (one German word for the welfare state is indeed 
Sozialstaat), and their society, which was permeated by state policies.

The Origins of the Authoritarian Welfare State in Prussia

A study of the temperament of Prussian conservatives, and their approaches to social problems and 
the lower classes

The Price of German Unity

The first full-scale analysis of the history of German reunification, with a particular emphasis on social 
policy, showing how the transfer of the West German social policy framework to the East intensified 
the crisis of the German welfare state.

Variations of the Welfare State

In the burgeoning literature on welfare regimes and typologies, this comparative study offers a stimu-
lating new perspective. Kaufmann, the doyen of the sociology of social policy in Germany, emphasizes 
norms, culture and history, in contrast to political economy approaches. Comparing Britain, Sweden, 
France and Germany, Kaufmann highlights the „idiosyncrasy” of each welfare state: countries are 
compared with regard to their state traditions and the relationship between state and civil society; their 
national “social questions”; their economic systems, including the unions and labour law; social security 
and redistribution; and their personal social services and education. The socio-cultural approach 
enables Kaufmann to show that not all modern states are welfare states. Some are just „capitalism“ 
(the USA), others are „socialism“ (the former Soviet Union). In this light, the (essentially North-West 
European) welfare state is portrayed as a third way between capitalism and socialism.

A History of the German Public Pension System

This book is the first comprehensive institutional history of the German public pension system. It 
combines analyses of political, economic, financial, and demographic factors to explain how the system 
evolved in the face of challenges posed by wars, inflation, regime changes, and the evolution of cultural 
norms.

The Dual Transformation of the German Welfare State

This book breaks new intellectual ground in the analysis of the German welfare state. Bleses and 
Seeleib-Kaiser argue that we are witnessing a dual transformation of the welfare state, which is caused 



by the emergence of new dominating interpretative patterns. Increasingly, the state reduces its social 
policy commitments towards securing the achieved living standard of former wage earners, which in 
the past had been the key normative principle of social policy in Germany, while at the same time public 
support and services for families are expanded.

Welfare, Modernity, and the Weimar State, 1919-1933

This is the first comprehensive study of the turbulent relationship among state, society, and church in the 
making of the modern German welfare system during the Weimar Republic. Young-Sun Hong examines 
the competing conceptions of poverty, citizenship, family, and authority held by the state bureaucracy, 
socialists, bourgeois feminists, and the major religious and humanitarian welfare organizations. She 
shows how these conceptions reflected and generated bitter conflict in German society. And she 
argues that this conflict undermined parliamentary government within the welfare sector in a way that 
paralleled the crisis of the entire Weimar political system and created a situation in which the Nazi 
critique of republican "welfare" could acquire broad political resonance. The book begins by tracing the 
transformation of Germany's traditional, disciplinary poor-relief programs into a modern, bureaucratized 
and professionalized social welfare system. It then shows how, in the second half of the republic, 
attempts by both public and voluntary welfare organizations to reduce social insecurity by rationalizing 
working-class family life and reproduction alienated welfare reformers and recipients alike from both 
the welfare system and the Republic itself. Hong concludes that, in the welfare sector, the most direct 
continuity between the republican welfare system and the social policies of Nazi Germany is to be 
found not in the pathologies of progressive social engineering, but rather in the rejection of the moral 
and political foundations of the republican welfare system by eugenic welfare reformers and their Nazi 
supporters. Originally published in 1998. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand 
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of 
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while 
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library 
is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published 
by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

European Foundations of the Welfare State

While social welfare programs, often inspired by international organizations, are spreading throughout 
the world, the more far-reaching notion of governmental responsibility for the basic well-being of all 
members of a political society is not, although it remains a feature of Europe and the former British 
Commonwealth. The welfare state in the European sense is not simply an administrative arrangement 
of various measures of social protection but a political project embedded in distinct cultural traditions. 
Offering the first accessible account in English of the historical development of the European idea of 
the welfare state, this book reviews the intellectual foundations which underpinned the road towards 
the European welfare state, formulates some basic concepts for its understanding, and highlights the 
differences in the underlying structural and philosophical conditions between continental Europe and 
the English-speaking world.

The Welfare State and the 'Deviant Poor' in Europe, 1870-1933

The strife for social improvement that arose in the decades around the turn of the 20th century raised 
the issue of social conformity in new ways: how were citizens who did not adhere to the rules to be 
dealt with? This edited collection opens new perspectives on the history of the emerging welfare state 
by focusing on its margins.

The Politics of Welfare State Transformation in Germany

How can we best analyse contemporary welfare state change? And how can we explain and understand 
the politics of it? This book contributes to these questions both empirically and theoretically by 
concentrating on one of the least likely cases for welfare state transformation in Europe. It analyzes 
in detail how and why institutional change has taken Germany’s welfare state from a conservative 
towards a new work-first regime. Christof Schiller introduces a novel analytical framework to make 
sense of the politics of welfare state transformation by providing the missing link: the capacity of the core 
executive over time. Examining the policy making process in labour market policy in the period between 
1980 and 2010, he identifies three different policy making episodes and analyses their interaction with 
developments and changes in such policy areas as pension policy, family policy, labour law, tax policy 



and social assistance. The book advances existing efforts aimed at conceptualizing and measuring 
welfare state change by proposing a clear-cut conceptualization of social policy regime change 
and introduces a comprehensive analysis of the transformation of the welfare-work nexus between 
1980 and 2010 in Germany. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of social policy, 
comparative welfare state reform, welfare politics, government, governance, public policy, German 
politics, European politics, political economy, sociology and history.

Welfare Beyond the Welfare State

This book examines employee welfare in British and German companies from the 19th century through 
to the present day. Tracing the history of employee welfare, this comparative study reveals new issues 
beyond the dominant focus on the welfare state, showing that companies are an integral part of welfare 
systems with surprisingly few differences between the UK and Germany. Maintaining that employee 
welfare is a key feature of the modern employment relationship, Behling shows how the welfare 
programme supported industrialisation in the 19th century by cementing the standard employment 
model of the Fifties and Sixties, as well as how it revolves around corporate social responsibility 
today. The result is an innovative exploration into the changing nature of employment relationships, 
contemporary welfare systems, and the co-evolutionary - rather than categorical - development of 
economic and political institutions. An engaging and well-researched text, this book will hold special 
appeal to scholars of social policy, welfare politics, as well as anyone interested in the role of the state 
in people’s working lives.

Making Security Social

Traces the preoccupation of the modern state with the risks and insecurities generated by industrial 
society

Empire, Welfare State, Europe

In the 20th century, England has lost an empire, built a welfare state and begun to accept the idea of 
belonging to Europe. This revised modern history text has been updated to examine the major currents 
of change and to include the political situation up to the election of 1992.

The Origins of Modern Welfare

This book presents new translations of the earliest known studies in Social Policy. Juan-Luis Vives's 
De Subventione Pauperum (On the Relief of the Poor) is an academic report on the organisation of 
social welfare, prepared for the senate of Bruges and published in 1526. Forma Subventionis Pauperum 
(The government of poor relief), published in 1531, is an anonymous evaluation report. It reviews the 
system of poor relief in the city of Ypres, five years after the policy was introduced. These reports lay 
out methods and approaches for the delivery of social services within their cities. Unemployed people 
should be found work or helped to start a business. People with disabilities or mental illness should 
be treated seriously and recognised for what they can do. Migrants should be helped, even if it is not 
possible to assist everyone. Special efforts should be made to help people who are reluctant or too 
proud to claim. Services have to be properly organised, records have to be kept and the use of funds 
has to be publicly accountable and subject to audit. The sophistication of the arguments developed 
in these studies will surprise many readers. They deserve to be read by everyone with an interest in 
social policy or public administration.

Restructuring the German Welfare State. Health Care Policy and Reform in Germany

Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject Sociology - Political Sociology, Majorities, Minorities, 
grade: A, University of Dalarna (Political Sociology), course: Restructuring the Welfare State, language: 
English, abstract: As health care is among the most personal issues, this is one reason why it is also 
among the most politically discussed as cost containment has become a priority of health care policy. 
Health care has consumed a large and growing portion of social spending in all advanced industrialised 
societies, particularly in the last decade. This cost explosion coincided with the global economic 
slowdown and worries about the fiscal viability of the welfare state. Reasons for escalating health 
care costs are, although to varying degrees, common to Western countries. The health care sector 
provides fertile ground for technological innovations that may prolong life but at considerable expense. 
Moreover, once these discoveries are made, it is extremely difficult for insurers or governments to limit 



their provision, as patients demand access to these treatments. Furthermore, the aging population of 
Western countries has direct consequences for health care because older persons are more likely to be 
in need of cost intensive treatment and/or care due to acute illness or chronic conditions. At the same 
time, birth rates are no longer balanced with increasing longevity, so that there will be fewer working age 
persons in the future to bear the financial requirements for elderly care. Governments and employers 
claimed that health care costs posed immediate and longterm problems and began to search for ways 
to address them. The ‘new politics of the welfare state’ – Pierson’s (1996) famous concept, which deals 
with welfare state reform in the face of changing demographic and tougher economic conditions – has 
also modified the position of diverse welfare state stakeholders. The actions and preferences of payers 
and the state are determined by the prevailing health care system as well as by the political system 
and whether it provides them an opportunity to influence health policies.

Can Germany Be Saved?

This pointed, hard-hitting and incisive analysis of Germany's economic malaise is hardly calculated to 
win popular applause in Germany. Hans-Werner Sinn finds that Germany's dearest child, the welfare 
state, is the cause of its economic problems. Many Germans rely on transfer payments, so it is politically 
unfeasible for politicians to reduce the scope of government spending and correct the distortions it 
causes. However, the author argues quite convincingly that the welfare state is simply unsustainable 
in its current form. getAbstract recommends this book to anyone interested in the future of Germany 
and, for that matter, in the future of the modern welfare state.

The Party's Over

The Party's Over: The End of the Welfare State Boom in Western Europe provides the first compre-
hensive account of the West German Pension Reform Law 1972 (Rentenreformgesetz 1972 - RRG 
1972), which marked the end of the period of rapid welfare state growth in Western Europe after World 
War II. Alfred C. Mierzejewski uses extensive archival research to explore how the law was conceived, 
how it was modified and expanded during parliamentary debate, and the effects that it had after it was 
enacted. Mierzejewski puts the reform into Western European context by comparing it with British and 
French efforts to develop their public pension systems since the seventeenth century. In doing so, The 
Party’s Over highlights both the general trends in post-World War II Western European welfare state 
development as well as the differences in how these three countries organized and managed their 
pension plans. Mierzejewski underscores the political risk that endangers old age pensions delivered 
by government mandated pay-as-you-go systems and demonstrates how policy matters, revealing how 
the end of the West European welfare state boom is relevant and significant for both workers and 
retirees today.

History of Social Law in Germany

The sole available comprehensive history of social law and the model of social welfare in Germany. The 
book explains the origins since the medieval times, but concentrates on the 19th and 20th centuries, 
especially on the introduction of the social insurance 1881-1889, of the expansion of the system in the 
Weimar Republic, under the Nazi-System and after World War II in the FRG and the GDR. The system 
of social welfare in Germany is one of the pillars of economic stability.

Paradoxes of Civil Society

"[This book] does an admirable job of making our understanding of civil society both more elaborated 
and more complex. Bringing together theoretical and historical perspectives, and insisting on the 
significance of the comparative, these essays provide an important resource for researchers, teachers 
and students." - Catherine Hall, "It is fitting to recognize ways in which civil society may produce 
conformity and inequality; it is also fitting to recognize how it allows for challenges to insularity and 
discrimination. This volume succeeds admirably in fostering an appropriately nuanced and balanced 
view." - Albion "The resurgence of interest in the concept of civil society among political scientists 
and social theorists has permeated the language of historians during the past decade - bringing with 
it the familiar dangers of inflation, confusing eclecticism, and misuse. This volume . . . grounds the 
discussion in an impressive series of carefully delimited essays, contextualizing the category in rich 
and illuminating ways. Frank Trentmann's team eloquently brings theory and history together." - Geoff 
Eley, "Civil Society" has been experiencing a global renaissance among social movements and political 
thinkers during the last two decades. This collection of original papers by junior and senior scholars 



offers an important comparative-historical dimension to the debate by examining the historical roots of 
civil society in Germany and Britain from the seventeenth-century revolutions to the beginning of the 
welfare state. Frank Trentmann is Senior Lecturer in Modern History at Birkbeck College, University of 
London.

The Changing Meanings of the Welfare State

In discussions of economics, governance, and society in the Nordic countries, “the welfare state” 
is a well-worn analytical concept. However, there has been much less scholarly energy devoted to 
historicizing this idea beyond its postwar emergence. In this volume, specialists from Denmark, Finland, 
Sweden, Norway, and Iceland chronicle the historical trajectory of “the welfare state,” tracing the variable 
ways in which it has been interpreted, valued, and challenged over time. Each case study generates 
valuable historical insights into not only the history of Northern Europe, but also the welfare state itself 
as both a phenomenon and a concept.

The Dual Transformation of the German Welfare State

After discussing the traditional theories explaining welfare state change and continuity, it is argued that 
the dual transformation of the German welfare state is primarily caused by the emergence of new 
dominating interpretative patterns. Without an analysis of the political discourse, social policy change 
and continuity cannot be sufficiently explained."--BOOK JACKET.

Changes of the welfare state in the US and Germany. The notion citizenship and the reactions in 
public

Research Paper (undergraduate) from the year 2005 in the subject Sociology - Social System, Social 
Structure, Class, Social Stratification, grade: A, San Diego State University (Sociology), language: 
English, abstract: In both Germany and the United States, Social Security matters declined in the last 
decade, be it the money for unemployed people, for pensioners or the tuition for students. In this paper, 
it should be investigated how the reforms changed the welfare state system, and how the discussions 
were led in the US and in Germany. By investigating surveys, newspapers and political party programs, 
I investigate which kind of notion of a citizen lies beyond the debates in these countries. In what kind of 
social state are people living, what image of a citizen do they have and how are debates about welfare 
state programs led? Which kind of words and which values are used in the current debates? For this 
investigation, it will firstly also be explained which theoretical notions of social citizenship and of the 
welfare state will be taken into consideration for the my investigation.

Comparison of the German and the British welfare system

Essay from the year 2009 in the subject Medicine - Public Health, grade: 2-3, Management Center 
Innsbruck, course: Fundamentals of Health Economics, language: English, abstract: How are the 
German and the British social security systems comparable? What are the problems when evaluating 
welfare states? A short overview.

Liberalism and the Welfare State

Liberalism and the Welfare State investigates the thinking of liberal economists about welfare, focusing 
on Britain, Germany and Japan, each of which had a different tradition of economic thinking and 
different institutions for welfare provision.

The Role of Business in the Development of the Welfare State and Labor Markets in Germany

This book assesses the role of employers in the development of welfare state and labour market 
institutions. Building on an in-depth analysis of Germany, a market economy known to often provide 
economic benefits to firms, this book explores one of the most contested issues in the comparative and 
historical literature on the welfare state. In a departure from existing employer-centered explanations, 
the author applies new empirical data to contend that the variation in acceptance of social reform 
depends more on changes in the types of political challenges faced by employers, than on changes 
in the type of institutions considered economically beneficial. Covering major reforms spanning more 
than a century of institutional development in unemployment insurance, accident insurance, pensions, 
collective bargaining, and codetermination, this book argues that employers support social policy as 
a means to contain political outcomes that would have been worse, including labour unrest and more 



radical reform plans. Using new and controversial findings on the role of employers in welfare state 
development, this book considers the conditions for a peaceful coexistence of a generous welfare 
state and the business world. The Role of Business in the Development of the Welfare State and Labor 
Markets in Germany will be of interest to students and scholars of welfare and social policy politics, 
political economy and European politics.

Youth and the Welfare State in Weimar Germany

The Weimar Republic gave German youth new social rights and a pledge of generous educational 
and welfare provision. Public social and welfare policies would, it was hoped, banish the spectre of 
delinquent and rebellious youth, and ensure that the future citizens, workers, and mothers of Germany's 
new democracy would be well-adjusted, efficient, and healthy. Elizabeth Harvey examines a wide range 
of policies implemented by central and local government, and assesses the responses to them. Her 
analysis provides new insights into the troubled development of the Weimar welfare state and the crisis 
into which it was plunged by the Great Depression, and makes an important contribution to the debate 
over continuities between Weimar Germany and the Third Reich.

Empire to Welfare State

During the 20th century, England has surrendered her status as a major world power to the U.S. and 
Soviet Union. Meanwhile, life at home has become more tolerable for the unfortunate and more secure 
for the majority. This book surveys these two great currents of change and studies their political and 
economic implications. For the revised third edition, Lloyd has included a new chapter to cover events 
up to 1985 and has incorporated updated information on Britain's economic and social development.

The Oxford Handbook of Postwar European History

The postwar period is no longer current affairs but is becoming the recent past. As such, it is increasingly 
attracting the attentions of historians. Whilst the Cold War has long been a mainstay of political science 
and contemporary history, recent research approaches postwar Europe in many different ways, all 
of which are represented in the 35 chapters of this book. As well as diplomatic, political, institutional, 
economic, and social history, the The Oxford Handbook of Postwar European History contains chapters 
which approach the past through the lenses of gender, espionage, art and architecture, technology, 
agriculture, heritage, postcolonialism, memory, and generational change, and shows how the history 
of postwar Europe can be enriched by looking to disciplines such as anthropology and philosophy. 
The Handbook covers all of Europe, with a notable focus on Eastern Europe. Including subjects as 
diverse as the meaning of 'Europe' and European identity, southern Europe after dictatorship, the 
cultural meanings of the bomb, the 1968 student uprisings, immigration, Americanization, welfare, 
leisure, decolonization, the Wars of Yugoslav Succession, and coming to terms with the Nazi past, 
the thirty five essays in this Handbook offer an unparalleled coverage of postwar European history that 
offers far more than the standard Cold War framework. Readers will find self-contained, state-of-the-art 
analyses of major subjects, each written by acknowledged experts, as well as stimulating and novel 
approaches to newer topics. Combining empirical rigour and adventurous conceptual analysis, this 
Handbook offers in one substantial volume a guide to the numerous ways in which historians are now 
rewriting the history of postwar Europe.
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