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Exploring the critical intersection of mental illness and the criminal justice system, this content 
examines the concept of competency to stand trial. It discusses how mental health conditions affect 
a defendant's ability to understand legal proceedings, participate in their defense, and the profound 
implications for sentencing, imprisonment, and even capital punishment. Understanding these com-
plexities is vital for ensuring fair and ethical legal outcomes in criminal trials.
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The Competency to Stand Trial process is designed to protect people who do not understand the 
charges against them and are unable to assist in their own defense.
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