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Unpack the persistent challenges of famine in North Korea, examining the interplay between failing
domestic markets, the limitations and complexities of international humanitarian aid, and the urgent call
for fundamental reform. This analysis sheds light on the deep-rooted causes of the DPRK's ongoing
food crisis and potential pathways towards sustainable solutions.
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Famine in North Korea

In the mid-1990s, as many as one million North Koreans died in one of the worst famines of the twentieth
century. Stephan Haggard and Marcus Noland present the most comprehensive and penetrating
account of the famine to date, examining not only the origins and aftermath of the crisis but also the
regime's response to outside aid and the effect of its current policies on the country's economic future.
North Korea's famine exemplified the depredations that can arise from tyrannical rule and the dilemmas
such regimes pose for the humanitarian community. To reveal the state's culpability is a vital project of
historical recovery, especially in light of our current engagement with the "North Korean question."

Famine in North Korea

An administrator of the US Agency for International Development with first-hand experience of condi-
tions and events, Natsios provides a provocative analysis of the 1995-99 disaster. He focuses on its
political elements--both the North Korean policies that exacerbated the problems and the politics that
prevented governments and NGOs from acting quickly.

Hunger and Human Rights

"Human rights and the protection of refugees is not a concern of left or right, or of the US only; it is an
issue of importance to all Koreans, and indeed all countries. Haggard and Noland provide compelling
evidence of the ongoing transformation of North Korean society and offer thoughtful proposals as to
how the outside world might facilitate peaceful evolution."--Yoon Young-kwan, former Foreign Minister,
Rob Moo-byun government --Book Jacket.
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The Great North Korean Famine

In The Real North Korea, Lankov substitutes cold, clear analysis for the overheated rhetoric surrounding
this opaque police state. Based on vast expertise, this book reveals how average North Koreans live,
how their leaders rule, and how both survive

Famine in North Korea

CHAPTER 1: Conventional Planned Economy 1. Framework of a Planned Economy 2. Taean Work
System & Unified and Detailed Planning 3. System for Distribution of Food Rations and Other
Necessities CHAPTER 2: Planned Economy after the Economic Crisis 1. Contraction and Weakening
of the Planned Economy 2. Generalization of Direct Control by the Supreme Leader 3. Collapse of the
Ration Distribution System CHAPTER 3: Development of North Korea’s Market ization 1. Conceptual
Framework 2. Economic Crisis of the 1990s and the Arduous March 3. After the July 1 Economic
Management Improvement Measures 4. Since the Latter Half of the 2000s: Between Restriction and
Tolerance of Markets CHAPTER 4: Development, Status, and Structure of North Korea’s Marketization
1. Foreign Dependency of Marketization 2. Rise of Monopolies and Oligopolies & Wealth Disparity due
to Collusion Between Government and Businesses 3. Prolonged Marketization and Its Establishment
4. Evaluation of Marketization CHAPTER 5: Characteristics of North Korea’s Dual Economic Structure
1. Dual Economic Structure with Ambiguous Boundaries 2. Coexistence of the Planned and Market
Economies 3. Supplementary and Conflicting Relations Between the Planned and Market Economies
4. The North Korean Government’s Dilemma CHAPTER 6: Future of North Korea’s Dual Economic
Structure 1. Elements that Spread and Restrain Marketization in North Korea 2. Future Prospects for
Marketization in North Korea

Witness to Transformation

This monograph reviews the efficacy of economic statecraft vis- -vis North Korea, with a particular
focus on the use of sanctions and inducements on the part of the United States in seeking to achieve
nonproliferation and wider foreign policy objectives. Two structural constraints operate: North Korea's
particularly repressive state, with a narrowing governing coalition; and the country's changing economic
relations. As an empirical matter, there is little evidence that sanctions had effect, or did so only in
conjunction with inducements. However, inducements did not yield significant results either, in part
because of severe credibility and sequencing problems in the negotiations.

The Political Ecology of Famine

Under Kim Jong-un, North Korea has experienced growing economic markets, an emerging 'nouveau
riche," and modest levels of urban development. To what extent is North Korean politics and society
changing? How has the growth of markets transformed state-society relations? This Element evaluates
the shifting relationship between state, society, and markets in a deeply authoritarian context. If the
regime implements controlled economic measures, extracts rent, and subsumes the market economy
into its ideology, the state will likely retain strong authoritarian control. Conversely, if it fails to incorporate
markets into its legitimating message, as private actors build informal trust networks, share information,
and collude with state bureaucrats, more fundamental changes in state-society relations are in order.
By opening the 'black box' of North Korea, this Element reveals how the country manages to teeter
forward, and where its domestic future may lie.

The Real North Korea

Viewed from afar, North Korea may appear bizarre, or positively irrational. But as Nicholas Eber-
stadt demonstrates in this meticulously researched volume, there is a grim coherence to North
Korea's political economy, and a ruthless logic undergirding it--one that unreservedly subordinates
economic welfare to augmentation of political power. Thus, paradoxically, even as official policies

and practices consign the DPRK economy to a perilous realm between crisis and catastrophe, the
country's leadership maintains unchallenged domestic control and has actually managed to increase
its international influence.Through painstaking collection of hard-to-uncover data and careful analysis,
Eberstadt provides a quantitative tableau of North Korea's terrible failure in its economic race against
South Korea,; its stubborn adherence to policies all but guaranteed to stifle growth and undermine eco-
nomic performance; and the longstanding official effort to ignore, or mitigate, pressures for economic
reform.Eberstadt is skeptical of optimistic accounts from South Korea and elsewhere suggesting that



the North Korean leadership is interested in resolving the current nuclear impasse, and getting on
with the business of reform and development. So long as Pyongyang's rulers entertain the ambition
of reunifying the Korean peninsula on its own terms, Eberstadt argues, economic reforms worthy

of the name will be subversive of state authority--and vigilantly resisted by Pyongyang's rulers. This
authoritative volume has received widespread attention from Asian specialists, well as those concerned
with nuclear proliferation and world peace, and international relations professionals in general.

North Korea's Planned Economy and Marketization

A comprehensive, systematic analysis of the North Korean economy, exposing its hidden workings
through quantitative data analysis and surveys.

Engaging North Korea

The Asian crisis has sparked a thoroughgoing reappraisal of current international financial norms, the
policy prescriptions of the International Monetary Fund, and the adequacy of the existing financial
architecture. To draw proper policy conclusions from the crisis, it is necessary to understand exactly
what happened and why from both a political and an economic perspective. In this study, renowned
political scientist Stephan Haggard examines the political aspects of the crisis in the countries most
affected—Korea, Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia. Haggard focuses on the political economy of the
crisis, emphasizing the longer-run problems of moral hazard and corruption, as well as the politics

of crisis management and the political fallout that ensued. He looks at the degree to which each
government has rewoven the social safety net and discusses corporate and financial restructuring and
greater transparency in business-government relations. Professor Haggard provides a counterpoint to
the analysis by examining why Singapore, Taiwan, and the Philippines escaped financial calamity.

Life Inside North Korea

This is a historically founded, empirical study of social and economic transformation wrought by
'marketisation from below' in North Korea.

A Matter of Survival

The authors examine (1) experiences of different communist regimes to forecast North Korean adoption
of a new economic model; (2) what might happen if conventional deterrence fails on the Peninsula; and
(3) why North Korea might use nuclear weapons.

State, Society and Markets in North Korea

The main focus of this book is on the causation of starvation in general and of famines in particular.
The author develops the alternative method of analysis—the ‘entitlement approach'—concentrating
on ownership and exchange, not on food supply. The book also provides a general analysis of the
characterization and measurement of poverty. Various approaches used in economics, sociology, and
political theory are critically examined. The predominance of distributional issues, including distribution
between different occupation groups, links up the problem of conceptualizing poverty with that of
analyzing starvation.

The North Korean Economy

The terrible 1984 famine in Ethiopia focused the world's attention on the country and the issue of aid
as never before. Anyone over the age of 30 remembers something of the events - if not the original
TV pictures, then Band Aid and Live Aid, Geldof and Bono. Peter Gill was the first journalist to reach
the epicentre of the famine and one of the TV reporters who brought the tragedy to light. This book is
the story of what happened to Ethiopia in the 25 years following Live Aid: the place, the people, the
westerners who have tried to help, and the wider multinational aid business that has come into being.
We saved countless lives in the beginning and continued to save them now, but have we done much
else to transform the lives of Ethiopia's poor and set them on a 'development’ course that will enable
the country to do without us?

Unveiling the North Korean Economy



In light of growing discussion about the future of the Korean peninsula, the CSIS Korea Chair held a
major conference featuring senior-level policy and scholarly discussions on the topic of unification,
and this report provides a record of that conference. It was a landmark event addressing economic,
business, political, and security opportunities of unification, and it was cohosted with the National
Research Council for Economics, Humanities and Social Sciences (NRCS) of the Republic of Korea
and a consortium of other institutions.

The Political Economy of the Asian Financial Crisis

For the past thirty years-under both Emperor Haile Selassie and President Mengistu Haile Mari-
am-Ethiopia suffered continuous war and intermittent famine until every single province has been
affected by war to some degree. Evil Days, documents the wide range of violations of basic human
rights committed by all sides in the conflict, especially the Mengistu government's direct responsibility
for the deaths of at least half a million Ethiopian civilians.

North Korea

This volume explores the emergence, evolution, and politics of North Korean human rights activism and
its relevance for international policy.

North Korean Decisionmaking

Business in North Korea: a paradoxical and fascinating situation is interpreted by a true insider. In 2002,
the Swiss power company ABB appointed Felix Abt its country director for North Korea. The Swiss
Entrepreneur lived and worked in North Korea for seven years, one of the few foreign businessmen
there. After the experience, Abt felt compelled to write A Capitalist in North Korea to describe the
multifaceted society he encountered. North Korea, at the time, was heavily sanctioned by the UN which
made it extremely difficult to do business. Yet he discovered that it was a place where plastic surgery
and South Korean TV dramas were wildly popular and where he rarely needed to walk more than a
block to grab a quick hamburger. He was closely monitored and once faced accusations of spying, yet
he learned that young North Koreans are hopeful—signing up for business courses in anticipation of a
brighter, more open, future. In A Capitalist in North Korea, Abt shares these and many other unusual
facts and insights about one of the world's most secretive nations.

Poverty and Famines

NOTE: NO FURTHER DISCOUNT FOR THIS PRINT PRODUCT--OVERSTOCK SALE -- Significantly
reduced list price This edition of North Korea: A Country Study replaces the previous edition, published
in 1994. Like its predecessor, this study attempts to review the history and treat in a concise manner
the dominant social, political, economic, and military aspects of contemporary North Korea. Sources
of information included books, scholarly journals, foreign and domestic newspapers, official reports
of governments and international organizations, and numerous periodicals and Web sites on Korean
and East Asian affairs. A word of caution is necessary, however. Even though more information is
forthcoming from and about North Korea since it became a member of the United Nations in 1991, the
government of a closed society such as that of North Korea controls information for internal and external
consumption, limiting both the scope of coverage and its dissemination. A chronology of major historical
events is provided at the front of the book (see table A). Chapter bibliographies appear at the end of
the book, and brief comments on some of the more valuable and enduring sources recommended for
further reading appear at the end of each chapter. A glossary also is included. Spellings of place-names
in the book are in most cases those approved by the U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN);
spellings of some of the names, however, cannot be verified, as the BGN itself notes. Readers of

this book are alerted that because the BGN recognizes the Sea of Japan as the formal name of

the body of water to the east of the Korean Peninsula, this book also uses that term.. Similarly, the
Yellow Sea is identified as the West Sea. The McCune—Reischauer system of transliteration has been
employed except for the names of some prominent national and historical figures. Thus, Kim Il-song
is rendered as Kim Il Sung, and Kim Chong-il is rendered as Kim Jong Il. The names of Korean
authors writing in English are spelled as given in the original publication. Measurements are given in
the metric system. A conversion table (see table B) is provided to assist readers who are unfamiliar
with metric measurements. Other related items: Foreign Countries collection can be found here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/international-foreign-affairs/foreign-country-studies The body of the
text reflects information available as of August 1, 2007. Certain other parts of the text, however, have



been updated: the Chronology and Introduction discuss significant events that have occurred since
the completion of research, and the Country Profile and portions of some chapters include updated
information as available.

Famine and Foreigners: Ethiopia Since Live Aid

This book addresses growing tensions in Northeast Asia, notably between North Korea and China.
Focusing on China’s economic participation in North Korea’s minerals and fishery industries, the
author explores the role of China’s sub-state and non-state actors in implementing China’s foreign
economic policy towards North Korea. The book discusses these actors’ impact on the regional order
in Northeast Asia, particularly in the Korean Peninsula. The project also provides a comprehensive
and up-to-date account of China’s cultural and economic activities in North Korea as implemented
by both the historically traditional actors in Jilin and Liaoning provinces in Northeast China, and new
actors from coastal areas (Shandong and Zhejiang provinces) and inland provinces (Chongging and
Henan) to Zhejiang province. It argues that in the era of economic decentralisation, Chinese sub-state
and non-state actors can independently deal with most of their economic affairs without the need for
permission from the central government in Beijing. A key read for scholars and students interested

in Asian history, politics and economics, and specifically the East Asian situation, this text offers an
in-depth analysis of recent activity concerning the Sino-DPRK economic relationship.

Korean Unification in a New Era

**Named one of the best books of 2015 by The Economist** Private Markets, Fashion Trends, Prison
Camps, Dissenters and Defectors. North Korea is one of the most troubled societies on earth. The
country's 24 million people live under a violent dictatorship led by a single family, which relentlessly
pursues the development of nuclear arms, which periodically incites risky military clashes with the
larger, richer, liberal South, and which forces each and every person to play a role in the "theater state"
even as it pays little more than lip service to the wellbeing of the overwhelming majority. With this deeply
anachronistic system eventually failed in the 1990s, it triggered a famine that decimated the countryside
and obliterated the lives of many hundreds of thousands of people. However, it also changed life forever
for those who survived. A lawless form of marketization came to replace the iron rice bowl of work in
state companies, and the Orwellian mind control of the Korean Workers' Party was replaced for many
by dreams of trade and profit. A new North Korea Society was born from the horrors of the era--one that
is more susceptible to outside information than ever before with the advent of k-pop and video-carrying
USB sticks. This is the North Korean society that is described in this book. In seven fascinating chapters,
the authors explore what life is actually like in modern North Korea today for the ordinary "man and
woman on the street.” They interview experts and tap a broad variety of sources to bring a startling
new insider's view of North Korean society--from members of Pyongyang's ruling families to defectors
from different periods and regions, to diplomats and NGOs with years of experience in the country, to
cross-border traders from neighboring China, and textual accounts appearing in English, Korean and
Chinese sources. The resulting stories reveal the horror as well as the innovation and humor which
abound in this fascinating country.

Evil Days

This new social history of Maoist China provides an accessible view of the complex and tumultuous
period when China came under Communist rule.

North Korean Human Rights

North Korea's opaqueness combined with its military capabilities make the country and its leader
dangerous wild cards in the international community. Brookings Senior Fellow Jung H. Pak, who led
the U.S. intelligence community's analysis on Korean issues, tells the story of North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un's upbringing, provides insight on his decision-making, and makes recommendations on
how to thwart Kim's ambitions. In her deep analysis of the personality of the North Korean leader, Pak
makes clearer the reasoning behind the way he governs and conducts his foreign affairs.

The North Korean Refugee Crisis

North Korea has presented one of the most vexing and persistent problems in U.S. foreign policy in the
post-Cold War period. The United States has never had formal diplomatic relations with the Democratic



People's Republic of Korea (the official name for North Korea), although contact at a lower level has
ebbed and flowed over the years. Negotiations over North Korea's nuclear weapons program have
occupied the past three U.S. administrations, even as some analysts anticipated a collapse of the
isolated authoritarian regime. North Korea has been the recipient of over $1 billion in U.S. aid (though
none since 2009) and the target of dozens of U.S. sanctions.

Capitalist in North Korea

Some 250,000 people died in the southern Somalia famine of 2011-12, which also displaced and
destroyed the livelihoods of hundreds of thousands more. Yet this crisis had been predicted nearly

a year earlier. The harshest drought in Somalia's recent history coincided with a global spike in

food prices, hitting this arid, import-dependent country hard. The policies of Al-Shabaab, a militant
Islamist group that controlled southern Somalia, exacerbated an already difficult situation, barring most
humanitarian assistance, while donors counter-terrorism policies led to cuts and criminalized any aid
falling into their hands. A major disaster resulted from the production and market failures precipitated by
the drought and food price crisis, while the famine itself was the result of the failure to quickly respond to
these events-and was thus largely human-made. This book analyses the famine: the trade-offs between
competing policy priorities that led to it, the collective failure in response, and how those affected by
it attempted to protect themselves and their livelihoods.It also examines the humanitarian response,
including actors that had not previously been particularly visible in Somalia-from Turkey, the Middle
East, and Islamic charities worldwide.

North Korea: A Country Study

North Korea remains the most mysterious of all Communist countries. The acute shortage of available
sources has made it a difficult subject of scholarship. Through his access to Soviet archival material
made available only a decade ago, contemporary North Korean press accounts, and personal inter-
views, Andrei Lankov presents for the first time a detailed look at one of the turning points in North
Korean history: the country’s unsuccessful attempts to de-Stalinize in the mid-1950s. He demonstrates
that, contrary to common perception, North Korea was not a realm of undisturbed Stalinism; Kim |
Sung had to deal with a reformist opposition that was weak but present nevertheless. Lankov traces
the impact of Soviet reforms on North Korea, placing them in the context of contemporaneous political
crises in Poland and Hungary. He documents the dissent among various social groups (intellectuals,
students, party cadres) and their attempts to oust Kim in the unsuccessful "August plot" of 1956.

His reconstruction of the Peng-Mikoyan visit of that year—the most dramatic Sino-Soviet intervention
into Pyongyang politics—shows how it helped bring an end to purges of the opposition. The purges,
however, resumed in less than a year as Kim skillfully began to distance himself from both Moscow
and Beijing. The final chapters of this fascinating and revealing study deal with events of the late 1950s
that eventually led to Kim’s version of "national Stalinism." Lankov unearths data that, for the first time,
allows us to estimate the scale and character of North Korea’s Great Purge. Meticulously researched
and cogently argued, Crisis in North Korea is a must-read for students and scholars of Korea and
anyone interested in political leadership and personality cults, regime transition, and communist politics.

Democratic Political Process and the Fight Against Famine

The classic national security concerns of nuclear proliferation and the production, sale and use of
weapons of mass destruction cannot be addressed in the Korean peninsula without at the same

time considering the implications and interrelationship of what are these days known as the human
security issues of food, poverty and, perhaps more controversially, freedom.We agree that East Asia
and the world are more dangerous with the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (the DPRK or
North Korea) in possession of nuclear weapons. It is also argued, however, that a comprehensive
security analysis identifies many equally significant threats to regional security, such as the risk from
industrial and nuclear accidents and the potential for transborder crime arising from the lack of legal
and productive avenues for economic activity for North Korea's poverty-stricken citizens. In this book
Korea, soft security issues are as important as hard security matters and that the latter cannot be
understood, or its dilemmas unravelled, without a clear engagement with the former.This book looks
at Korean security dilemmas from the perspective of the various international actors, not just from the
viewpoint of the major protagonists the DPRK and the United States. We show that different states and
international organizations have different and multiple interests in their relationships with the DPRK
and with each other.

China's Economic Engagement in North Korea



The second edition of Hidden Gulag utilizes the testimony of sixty former North Koreans who were
severely and arbitrarily deprived of their liberty in a vast network of penal and forced labor institutions
in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK or North Korea) for reasons not permitted by
international law. By the time of the research for the second edition in 2010 and 2011, there were
some 23,000 former North Koreans who recently arrived in South Korea. Included in this number are
hundreds of persons formerly detained in the variety of North Korea's slave labor camps, penitentiaries,
and detention facilities. Included in this number are several former prisoners who were arbitrarily
imprisoned for twenty to thirty years before their escape or release from the labor camps, and their
subsequent flight through China to South Korea. This newly available testimony dramatically increases
our knowledge of the operation of North Korea's political prison and labor camp system. This second
edition of Hidden Gulag also utilizes a recent international legal framework for the analysis of North
Korea's human rights violations: the norms and standards established in the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court for defining and determining crimes against humanity, which became
operative in July 2002. In addition to the testimony and accounts from the former political prisoners

in this report, this second edition of Hidden Gulag also includes satellite photographs of the prison
camps.

North Korea Confidential

"The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic marks the most significant, singular global disruption since World
War II, with health, economic, political, and security implications that will ripple for years to come."
-Global Trends 2040 (2021) Global Trends 2040-A More Contested World (2021), released by the

US National Intelligence Council, is the latest report in its series of reports starting in 1997 about
megatrends and the world's future. This report, strongly influenced by the COVID-19 pandemic, paints
a bleak picture of the future and describes a contested, fragmented and turbulent world. It specifically
discusses the four main trends that will shape tomorrow's world: - Demographics-by 2040, 1.4 billion
people will be added mostly in Africa and South Asia. - Economics-increased government debt and
concentrated economic power will escalate problems for the poor and middleclass. - Climate-a hotter
world will increase water, food, and health insecurity. - Technology-the emergence of new technologies
could both solve and cause problems for human life. Students of trends, policymakers, entrepreneurs,
academics, journalists and anyone eager for a glimpse into the next decades, will find this report, with
colored graphs, essential reading.

A Social History of Maoist China

This book highlights the increasing risk of North Korea’s collapse and considers the necessary actions
that would enable the neighboring powers to prepare for such an event. North Korea's deteriorating
economic conditions, its reliance on external assistance, and the degree of information penetration
all provide hints of its collapse. Whether the chance is high or low, the collapse of North Korea and
subsequent Korean unification would drastically alter the geostrategic landscape and profoundly affect
the national interests of the regional powers—South Korea, China, the United States, Japan, and
Russia. The most desirable scenario for a post-unification Korean Peninsula is a successfully developed
and integrated non-nuclear Korea acting as a responsible regional and world stakeholder. This work
considers the major challenges expected after a North Korean collapse, including the control of nuclear
weapons, disorder in the immediate aftermath of collapse, and economic and social integration. The
author then outlines how regional powers need to prepare to handle these challenges in order to
minimize suffering and to set the foundation for long-term development and regional stability.

The Education of Kim Jong-Un

What do peasants do in the face of severe food crisis and ecological stress, and how do they manage
to survive on their own? This study revolves around a case study conducted by the author in the
awraja (district) in the Ambassel Wollo province in northeastern Ethiopia. This is in the region that was
hit hardest by the 1984-85 famine, which Rahmato calls "the worst tragedy rural Ethiopia had ever
experienced". The author also critically examines other literature on famine response. The focus of this
study is on what happens before famine comes, and how the peasants prepare for it. From a wealth of
evidence, the author concludes that the seeds of famine are sown during the years of recovery.

North Korea



North Korea has survived the end of the Cold War, massive famine, numerous regional crises, punishing
sanctions, and international stigma. In A Most Enterprising Country, Justin V. Hastings explores the
puzzle of how the most politically isolated state in the world nonetheless sustains itself in large part by
international trade and integration into the global economy. The world's last Stalinist state is also one of
the most enterprising, as Hastings shows through in-depth examinations of North Korea’s import and
export efforts, with a particular focus on restaurants, the weapons trade, and drug trafficking. Tracing
the development of trade networks inside and outside North Korea through the famine of the 1990s and
the onset of sanctions in the mid-2000s, Hastings argues that the North Korean state and North Korean
citizens have proved pragmatic and adaptable, exploiting market niches and making creative use of
brokers and commercial methods to access the global economy.North Korean trade networks—which
include private citizens as well as the Kim family and high-ranking elites—accept high levels of risk
and have become experts at operating in the blurred zones between licit and illicit, state and nonstate,
and formal and informal trade. This entrepreneurialism has allowed North Korea to survive; but it has
also caused problems for foreign firms investing in the country, emboldens the North Korean state in
its pursuit of nuclear weapons, and may continue to shape the economy in the future.

Famine in Somalia

Crisis in North Korea
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