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Explore the rich and enduring Anansi folktales, captivating stories of the cunning spider trickster 
god originating from West Africa. These narratives journeyed with the African diaspora, evolving into 
beloved Caribbean mythology and becoming integral to the cultural tapestry of diverse communities 
worldwide. Discover the wisdom, humor, and lessons embedded in these fascinating tales.
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Anansi Folktales in the Diaspora

For centuries the clever spider Anansi has been the subject of countless stories passed on from 
generation to generation. These stories originated in West Africa, just like the name 'Anansi' which 
means spider in the Akan language. African slaves brought these stories to the Caribbean, the 
USA and other parts of the diaspora where they became part of the culture of countries such as 
Guyana, Jamaica, Surinam, the Netherland Antilles and South Carolina. These stories are a source of 
entertainment and amusement. However, what are the characteristics of these stories? How do these 
folktales mirror humanity? What is the significance of the trickster for the study of human psychology? 
Anansi Folktales in the diaspora would provide some of these answers.

The Tales of Anansi, Vol. 1

Come along with us as we retell stories of the mischievous but very intelligent West African, Ashanti 
trickster, Anansi the Spider. Anansi likes to get his own way and often uses his wit to outsmart animals 
much larger or stronger than he is; but Anansi doesn't know when enough is enough and his desire to 
win sometimes gets the best of him. Anansi tales date back to at least the 1500s and travelled by word 
of mouth from village to village. Throughout the diaspora, enslaved Africans would retell Anansi stories, 
passing them on through the generations and spreading them across Africa and The Americas. These 
stories didn't only serve as entertainment but they offered hope. Today, there are several versions of 
the many Anansi tales. Here are some of them...

Short Stories From Africa

Journey to the heart of Africa with "Short Stories From Africa: 40 Folktales of the Motherland from 
The Diaspora," a captivating collection that brings the rich tapestry of African folklore right to your 
fingertips. This book is a celebration of African culture, spanning the entire continent from the vibrant 
West to the majestic South, the ancient North to the lively East. Crafted for Africans in the diaspora, 
this collection serves as a luminous thread connecting them to their ancestral heritage. Each folktale is 
a window into the diverse ways of life, beliefs, and traditions that pulse through the continent, offering 
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readers a chance to immerse themselves in the wisdom and spirit of Africa. Why This Book Is Special: 
A Pan-African Treasure: Experience a diverse range of stories from every region of Africa, each tale a 
testament to the continent's rich storytelling tradition. Cultural Richness: These folktales offer a vibrant 
glimpse into the daily life, moral values, and cultural practices that define African communities. Lessons 
to Cherish: After each story, insightful lessons bring to light the deeper meanings and teachings 
inherent in African folklore. Bridging Worlds: For Africans living far from their native lands, this book is a 
reconnecting link to their roots, offering comfort, identity, and a sense of belonging. "Short Stories From 
Africa" is more than a book—it's a heritage journey. It invites readers of all backgrounds, especially 
those from the diaspora, to explore the enchanting world of African folklore and to carry the legacy of 
these tales into the future. Whether you're seeking a connection to your African roots or are eager to 
explore the folktales of this vibrant continent, this book promises to be a valuable addition to your library. 
Embark on this mesmerizing journey with 'Short Stories From Africa: 40 Folktales of the Motherland 
from The Diaspora'. Discover the stories that have shaped a culture and let them inspire you. Available 
now.

Anansi and the Box of Stories

Long ago in Africa, the sky god Nyame keeps all of the stories to himself, but when Anansi the spider 
asks their price, Nyame agrees to trade his stories if Anansi can perform four seemingly impossible 
tasks.

Sometimes, When You Win, You Lose

This book is a spin on an African Anansi Tale. Anansi folktales continued throughout the diaspora during 
and after the large-scale enslavement of Africans into what has become known as "Chattle Slavery." 
However, many cultural traditions such as these stories were lost to those of our ancestors ripped 
from their parents and sold off somewhere in the United States. Those that participated in enslaving 
African-Americans put forth a concerted effort to erase all connections to the motherland. Many of our 
ties were severed. Almost absolute erasure of African-American history pre-colonialization occurred; 
this was particularly true for anything that could instill a sense of pride or African identity. It has been 
an ongoing effort to downplay as well as justify the centuries-long inhumane African holocaust and 
continued degradation. These Anansi-inspired books are an attempt to reconnect to our former culture 
and renew those earlier severed ties. African-Americans have had to create our culture from the ground 
up, with remnants of our past and our American experience. These books inspired by the Anansi tales 
are an addition to our cultural works.

Jamaica Anansi Stories

The historic Hope lands located on the Liguanea Plain in the southeastern parish of St Andrew, 
Jamaica, and once the site of one of the island?s earliest sugar estates, has had a long history of human 
settlements dating back to approximately 600 CE, the era of the indigenous Tainos. It was not until 1655, 
however, with the English invasion and seizure of Jamaica from the Spanish, that the Hope landscape 
developed into a thriving rural agrarian settlement. Generous land grants were made to the invading 
officers and later to immigrants from Britain and North America and from other Caribbean islands. Major 
Richard Hope came in possession of over 2,600 acres in the Liguanea Plain. Major Hope, unlike many 
of his counterparts by the 1660s, managed to establish a small sugar plantation, which developed by 
the mid-1700s into one of the island?s largest, most productive and technologically advanced slave 
sugar estates. In the 1770s the estate became the property of the Duke of Chandos and his family until 
1848, when the estate was dismantled. Over 600 acres were sold to the Kingston and Liguanea Water 
Works Company and the remaining 1,700 acres were leased to the owner of the adjoining Papine and 
Mona estates. Poor accounting and border surveillance enabled several persons to possess the land, 
which was later sanctioned by the Limitations of Actions Law. With the government?s acquisition of 
the entire property in 1909, the Hope estate underwent remarkable changes in the twentieth century. 
By 1960 the Hope landscape was radically transformed from a sugar estate worked by hundreds of 
enslaved black people to a premiere urban centre of commercial, residential and educational land use.

Anansi's Journey

Because Anansi and his sons quarrel, the moon remains in the sky.

Anansi the Spider



Two Jamaican folk tales in which Anansi the spider practices his trickery on others. Includes an audio 
cassette featuring narration and music.

Anansi

Timeless Tales of Anansi contains selected Anansi stories that originated in Africa and were kept alive 
by the African people who verbally passed them on to future generations of children as daily lessons. As 
a child, Nathaniel listened eagerly when his father told him bedtime stories about Anansi, the greedy, 
clever spider who was called the King of Tricks. Nathaniel thought the stories were exciting with their 
inspiring and challenging lessons. He was one determined childno way would he ever be trapped in 
the web of Anansis tricks. With the memories of Anansi forever in his mind, Nathaniel adapted some of 
his favorite stories into modern-day presentations so that they could be easily read and understood by 
todays generation of children. In respect to the African people, the author hopes that all generations 
will cherish the rich heritage, using wisdom of the past to make a good future.

Timeless Tales of Anansi

Long ago in Africa, the sky god Nyame keeps all of the stories to himself, but when Anansi the spider 
asks their price, Nyame agrees to trade his stories if Anansi can perform four seemingly impossible 
tasks.

Anansi and the Box of Stories

Recounts how most African folk tales came to be called "Spider Stories."

Mamma's Black Nurse Stories

Published in 1924, Jamaica Anansi Stories includes folklore (including animal stories, modern stories 
and old stories), transcriptions of folk music, and a large collection of riddles, all cross-referenced with 
folklore studies from other cultures. The trickster Anansi, originally a West African spider-god, lives on 
in these tales. Anansi is the spirit of rebellion; he is able to overturn the social order; he can marry the 
Kings' daughter, create wealth out of thin air; baffle the Devil and cheat Death. Even if Anansi loses in 
one story, you know that he will overcome in the next.

A Story, a Story

Perform this tale from Africa about a sky king's fee for his stories.

Jamaica Anansi Stories

MOTHERLAND SIERRA LEONE ANANSI STORIES Traditional African stories Sierra Leone ? West 
Africa Traditional African oral stories, Anansi Stories Nansi-stori or Nansi-tori reflect social values in 
the African culture that motivate the listeners in their pursuit of a meaningful life. These stories reveal 
ideas, themes, beliefs, and facts that are widely spread. They link the past, present and future, interpret 
the universe, resolve natural and physical phenomena, teach morals, maintain cultural values, pass on 
methods of survival and praise God. The storyteller uses her tactics with the intention that the listeners 
connect with the story and uses her skills to be linked with the listeners through the story. The storyteller 
teaches the listeners the African morals, values, beliefs; tells each story with gestures, songs, dances, 
expressions and impersonations to arouse the listeners. The storyteller repeats words, phrases or 
sentences which make the story easy to understand and recall from memory. The listeners actively 
participate as they learn the important aspects of the African culture. These Sierra Leone traditional 
African oral stories keep the family and the community united, pass on traditions, codes of behavior and 
maintain social order. These oral stories passed down by the writers grandparents and parents using 
their own words were transcribed from her committed to memory version in written format to preserve 
the traditional African Krio history or African oral tradition, and with the hope that these written stories 
be appreciated by adults and children throughout the world and perpetuated by future generations.

Anansi the Spider and the Sky King

West African spider-god Anansi wants all of Sky God's famous stories, but to earn them, he has to 
outwit several of the animals in his village. It will take all of his cleverness and skills in mischief to pull 



it off. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Calico Kid is an imprint 
of Magic Wagon, a division of ABDO.

Motherland and Sierra Leone Anansi Stories

This book has been considered by academicians and scholars of great significance and value to 
literature. This forms a part of the knowledge base for future generations. So that the book is never 
forgotten we have represented this book in a print format as the same form as it was originally first 
published. Hence any marks or annotations seen are left intentionally to preserve its true nature.

Anansi

Anansi the spider and his wife, Aso, outsmart the Sky God and win back the beloved folktales of their 
people, in a humorous retelling of an Ashanti folktale

Jamaica Anansi Stories

Tells why spiders have eight legs and very narrow waists.

Jamaica Anansi Stories

Anansi is both a god, spirit and African folktale character. He often takes the shape of a spider and is 
considered to be the spirit of all knowledge of stories. He is also one of the most important characters 
of West African and Caribbean folklore.

Anansi Does the Impossible!

Contains six folk tales about Spider, who is lazy, greedy and gets in a lot of trouble.

Anansi's Narrow Waist

Simply retold and wonderfully illustrated, this series brings together charming tales that children will 
enjoy. Each story takes approximately 10 minutes to read.

Anansi

What can you get for a grain of corn if you are as crafty as Ananse?

More Adventures of Spider

This beautifully illustrated title introduces readers to the imaginative and exciting world of African 
mythology. The story of creation from the Yoruba of West Africa, the tale of Anansi the spider from 
the Ashanti of Ghana, and the Story of the Dog and Jackal from the Bushongo people of Zaire provide 
suspense, action, and extensive information about the cultures and animals these myths discuss.

Anansi and Mr Snake and Other Stories

A spider, frogs, a tortoise, and a magic ox are among the characters in a collection of five traditional 
tales from Africa.

Ananse and the Grain of Corn (Audio-eBook Version)

African culture, like many others around the world, is rich with tales of legendary animals and creatures. 
Readers of this captivating book will love learning about these fascinating stories, from that of Anansi, 
a cunning spider, to that of Grootslang, a creepy, cave-dwelling creature said to live in South Africa. The 
engaging stories are accompanied by colorful images and illuminating sidebars. Readers are taught 
to understand the meaning of legends but are also presented with information regarding the cultures 
these tales come from.

African Myths

THE STORIES in this collection were recorded from the lips of over sixty negro story-tellers in the 
remote country districts of Jamaica during two visits to the island in the summer of 1919 and the winter 
of 1921. The role of Anansi, the trickster spider, is akin to the Native American Coyote and the (Southern 



African) Bantu Hare. Herein you will find 149 Anansi tales and a further 18 Witticisms. The stories 
are categorised into Animal Stories, Old Stories (chiefly of sorcery), Dance and Song and Witticisms. 
You will find stories as varied in title and content as “The Fish-Basket”, “The Storm“, “The King's Two 
Daughters”, “The Gub-Gub Peas”, “Simon Tootoos”, “The Tree-Wife” and many, many more unique 
tales. In some instances, Martha Warren Beckwith was able to record musical notation to accompany 
the stories. As such you will find these scattered throughout the book. In this way the original style 
of the story-telling, which in some instances mingles story, song and dance, is as nearly as possible 
preserved. Two influences have dominated story-telling in Jamaica, the first an absorbing interest in the 
magical effect of song which far surpasses that in the action of the story; the second, the conception 
of the spider Anansi as the trickster hero among a group of animal figures. "Anansi stories" regularly 
form the entertainment during wake-nights, and it is difficult not to believe that the vividness with which 
these animal actors take part in the story springs from the idea that they really represent the dead in 
the underworld whose spirits have the power, according to the native belief, of taking animal form. In 
the local culture, magic songs are often used in communicating with the dead, and the obeah-man who 
sets a ghost upon an enemy often sends it in the form of some animal; hence there are animals which 
must be carefully handled lest they be something other than they appear. The importance of animal 
stories is further illustrated by the fact that animal stories form the greater part of this volume. 33% 
of the net profit from the sale of this book will be donated to Sentebale, a charity supporting children 
orphaned by AIDS in Lesotho.

JAMAICA ANANSI STORIES

"Allow me to introduce myself." But he needed no introduction. "Anansi the spider!" said Anansi the 
boy. "The tales were true!" "Traditional tales are always true," the spider answered, laughing. "Nothing 
lasts so long as truth, nor travels quite so far." Now in paperback! Award-winning author of Ghana Must 
Go, Taiye Selasi, reimagines the story of Anansi, the much-loved trickster, for a new generation. Kweku 
has grown up hearing stories about the mischievous spider Anansi. He is given the nickname Anansi 
by his father because of his similarly cheeky ways. On a holiday to visit his beloved Grandma in Ghana, 
Anansi the spider and Anansi the boy meet, and discover a magical pot that can be filled with whatever 
they want. Anansi fills it again and again with his favourite red-red stew, and eats so much that he feels 
sick. Will he learn to share this wonderful gift? This charming retelling of a West African story teaches 
readers about the dangers of greed, and the importance of being kind. Tinuke Fagborun's colourful 
illustrations bring the magic and wonder of the tale to life. When you've finished sharing the story, you 
can also find out more about the origins of Anansi folktales. This beautiful storybook is one that children 
will treasure forever.

The Ox of the Wonderful Horns

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER From the New York Times bestselling duo who brought you GLORY: 
Magical Visions of Black Beauty, comes CROWNED: Magical Folk and Fairy Tales from the Diaspora. 
Filled with visual magic and storytelling wonder, these stories reimagine our favorite and most beloved 
childhood fairy tales and folktales to encourage creativity, empower imagination, and foster self-esteem. 
With a Foreword by Pulitzer Prize winner Salamishah Tillet Revisit beloved classics, but with a twist, 
such as The Little Mermaid, Sleeping Beauty, Hansel and Gretel, Red Riding Hood, The Poisoned 
Apple, and find new favorites with stories created especially for the collection: Anansi and the Three 
Trials, Aku the Sun Maker, How the Zebra Got Its Stripes, The Legend of Princess Yennenga, and John 
Henry, the Steel-Drivin' Man. A gift that will keep giving, CROWNED is a joyous celebration of Black 
beauty, determination, and imagination and a must-have for children and parents everywhere. "Once 
again CreativeSoul Photography captures the beauty, innocence, and magic of black children. This is 
the book I've been waiting to give my grandchildren. It is a wonder of storytelling and imagery." — 
Michael Eric Dyson

Anansi the Talking Spider and Other Legendary Creatures of Africa

Presents six tales about Spider, including those which explain how he got a thin waist and a bald head 
and why he lives in ceilings and dark corners.

JAMAICAN ANANSI TALES AND STORIES

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 



true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Anansi and the Golden Pot

In trying to determine which of his six sons to reward for saving his life, Anansi the Spider is responsible 
for placing the moon in the sky.

CROWNED

Anansi is both a god, spirit and African folktale character. He often takes the shape of a spider 
and is considered to be the spirit of all knowledge of stories. He is also one of the most important 
characters of West African and Caribbean folklore. The Anansi tales originated from the Ashanti people 
of present-day Ghana. The word Ananse is Akan and means "spider". They later spread to other Akan 
groups and then to the West Indies, Suriname, Sierra Leone (where they were introduced by Jamaican 
Maroons) and the Netherlands Antilles. On Curaçao, Aruba, and Bonaire he is known as Nanzi, and 
his wife as Shi Maria. The Jamaican versions of these stories are the most well preserved, because 
Jamaica had the largest concentration of Asante as slaves in the Americas, and their most complete 
compilation is found in Anansi, Jamaican stories of the Spider God.

The Adventures of Spider

Recounts how most African folk tales came to be called "Spider Stories". Copyright © Libri GmbH. All 
rights reserved.

Jamaica Anansi Stories - Scholar's Choice Edition

West Indian Folk-tales
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