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Explore the pivotal era of Demosthenes, the renowned Ancient Greek orator and Athenian statesman
who dominated 4th century BC politics. This influential figure is celebrated for his powerful rhetoric and
impassioned speeches, particularly his Philippics, which fiercely opposed the expansionist policies of
Philip Il of Macedon, offering invaluable insight into classical Greek history and the art of persuasion.
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views 5 years ago 3 minutes, 35 seconds - "Every year the Athenians gathered to have a massive
public funeral... an extraordinarily moving occasion in the civic calendar".
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Pericles Funeral Oration (Rex Warner Translation) - Pericles Funeral Oration (Rex Warner Translation)
by Wimble Don 45,676 views 6 years ago 12 minutes, 31 seconds - A dramatic reading of, Pericles
Funeral Oration as it appears in Thucydides 'History of, the Peloponnesian War'. This was given to ...
Pericles Funeral Oration

I have no wish to make a long speech on subjects familiar to you all: so | shall say nothing about the
warlike deeds by which we acquired our power or the battles in which we or our fathers gallantly
resisted our enemies, Greek or foreign.

What | want to do is, in the first place, to discuss the spirit in which we faced our trials and also our
constitution and the way of life which has made us great. After that | shall speak in praise of the dead,
believing that this kind of speech is not inappropriate

Let me say that our system of government does not copy the institutions of our neighbors. It is more
the case of our being a model to others, than of our imitating anyone else. Our constitution is called
a democracy because power is in the hands not of a minority but of the whole people.

And here is another point. When our work is over, we are in a position to enjoy all kinds of recreation
for our spirits. There are various kinds of contests and sacrifices regularly throughout the year; in our
own homes we find a beauty and a good taste which delight us every day and which drive away our
cares.

or, if they lose, they claim they were beaten by us in full strength. There are certain advantages, |
think, in our way of meeting danger voluntarily, with an easy mind, instead of with a laborious training,
with natural rather than with state-induced courage.

We Athenians, in our own persons, take our decisions on policy or submit them to proper discussions:
for we do not think that there is an incompatibility between words and deeds; the worst thing is to rush
into action before the consequences have been properly debated. And this is another point where
we differ from other people

This, then, is the kind of city for which these men, who could not bear the thought of losing her, nobly
fought and nobly died. It is only natural that every one of us who survive them should be willing to
undergo hardships in her service. And it was for this reason that | have spoken at length about our
city, because | wanted to make it clear that for us there is more at stake than there is for others who
lack our advantages.
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