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Philosophers And Friends

#philosophy #friendship #intellectual bonds #great thinkers #historical friendships

Explore the profound connections and intellectual bonds shared among philosophers throughout

history. This section delves into how these unique friendships influenced their ideas, shaped their
writings, and provided companionship on their quest for wisdom, highlighting the often-overlooked
personal side of the world's most influential minds.
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Philosophers and Friends

With a wealth of anecdote Dorothy Emmet looks back on the philosophers who made a personal impact
on her. She brings to life the Oxford of the 1920s, and writes particularly about H.A. Pritchard and R.G.
Collingwood. She knew A.N. Whitehead and Samuel Alexander, and remembers philosophers who
struggled with political dilemmas when a number of intellectuals were turning to Marxism. Describing
the post-war period she recalls R.B. Braithwaite, Michael Polanyi, Alasdair Maclntyre and others. Her
personal portraits will interest a wide readership, as well as making essential reading for professional
philosophers.

On Friendship

An eminent philosopher reflects on the nature of friendship, past and present Friends are a constant
feature of our lives, yet friendship itself is difficult to define. Even Michel de Montaigne, author of

the seminal essay "Of Friendship," found it nearly impossible to account for the great friendship of

his life. Why is something so commonplace and universal so hard to grasp? What is it about the
nature of friendship that proves so elusive? In On Friendship, the acclaimed philosopher Alexander
Nehamas launches an original and far-ranging investigation of friendship. Exploring the long history of
philosophical thinking on the subject, from Aristotle to Emerson and beyond, and drawing on examples
from literature, art, drama, and his own life, Nehamas shows that for centuries, friendship was as much
a public relationship as it was a private one-inseparable from politics and commerce, favors and perks.
Now that itis more firmly in the private realm, Nehamas holds, close friendship is central to the good life.
Profound and affecting, On Friendship sheds light on why we love our friends-and how they determine
who we are, and who we might become.

Philosophy and Friendship

A philosophical exploration of the meaning and significance of friendship.This book explains the
persistence of friendship today in the light of the history of philosophical approaches to the subject. It
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considers ideals of intimacy and fusion in the context of claims that such ideals are unrealistic and even
dangerous. Cicero's scepticism about friendship in the public realm is compared with the Aristotelian
view of friendship as a genuine political bond, and with Derrida's development of that view via an
exploration of Aristotle's alleged and provocative announcement 'O my friends, there is no friend'.
Tensions between love and respect, identity and difference, a focus on the self and a focus on the
other are closely examined.From Aristotle to contemporary theorists, the book explores the conditions
that enable the development of self-understanding in friendship, the delicate and unstable pairing of
concepts like inclination and duty and distinctions between self-love, self esteem and self-concern in
relations between friends.Key Features* Recognition of the variety of the term 'friend’ in the history of
philosophy* The treatment of the tension between identity and difference in relations between friends*
Discussion of the contribution of friendship to self-understanding.

What Are Friends For?

This is a book of dialogues on the subject of friendship. A noted Irish philosopher, Stephen J.
Costello, Ph.D., interrogates the great philosophers from Plato and Aristotle through St. Augustine and
Montaigne to C. S. Lewis, Sartre and Derrida in an effort to understand the nature and function of
friendship. He lets them speak in their own words. Dr. Costello asks some of the following questions:
'What do we love when we love our friends?' 'Is like drawn to like?' 'What is the relationship between
friendship and happiness?' 'Is a friend another self?' 'Is it possible to love a friend too much?' 'What
happens when a friend dies?"Is all friendship self-serving?"Would you lie for a friend, die for a friend?'
After the fourteen dialogical explorations on the philosophy of friendship that comprise this book, the
author offers his own philosophico-Christian vision of friendship in the conclusion. Itis an inspiring book,
one that is full of fascinating insights on this intriguing subject that is surely of relevance to everyone
whose lives are made full by their loving-friendships, with their perils and pains as well as their joys
and jubilations. For life without friendship is a kind of error.

Philosophy and Friendship

It's hard to imagine a good life without friends. But why is friendship so valuable? What is friendship at
all? What unites friends and distinguishes them from others? Is the preference given to friends rationally
and morally justifiable? This collection examines answers given by classic philosophers and offers new
answers by contemporary thinkers.

Thinking about Friendship

This book offers a comprehensive account of the major philosophical works on friendship and its
relationship to self-love. The book gives central place to Aristotle's searching examination of friendship
in the Nicomachean Ethics. Lorraine Pangle argues that the difficulties surrounding this discussion
are soon dispelled once one understands the purpose of the Ethics as both a source of practical
guidance for life and a profound, theoretical investigation into human nature. The book also provides
fresh interpretations of works on friendship by Plato, Cicero, Epicurus, Seneca, Montaigne and Bacon.
The author shows how each of these thinkers sheds light on central questions of moral philosophy:

is human sociability rooted in neediness or strength? is the best life chiefly solitary, or dedicated to

a community with others? Clearly structured and engagingly written, this book will appeal to a broad
swathe of readers across philosophy, classics and political science.

Friends of Men. Being a Second Series of Guides, Philosophers and Friends

A book of dialogues on the subject of friendship, in an inspiring effort to understand the nature and
function of friendship.

Aristotle and the Philosophy of Friendship

There has been a marked revival of interest among philosophers in the topic of friendship. This
collection of fifteen essays presents an admirable range of the diverse contemporary approaches to
friendship within philosophy. The book is divided into three sections. The first centers on the nature of
friendship, the difference between friendship and other personal loves, and the importance of friendship
in the individual's life. The second section discusses the moral significance of friendship and the re-
sponse of various ethical theories and theorists (Aristotelian, Christian, Kantian, and consequentialist)
to the phenomenon of friendship. The last section deals with the importance of personal and civic



friendship in a good society. Badhwar's introduction is a comprehensive critical discussion of the issues
raised by the essays: it relates them to each other, as well as to historical and contemporary discussions
not included in the anthology, thus providing the reader with an integrated overview of the essays and
their place in the larger philosophical picture. Contributors: Robert M. Adams; Julia Annas; Neera Kapur
Badhwar; Marcia Baron; Lawrence Blum; Nathaniel Branden; John M. Cooper; Marilyn Friedman; C.
S. Lewis; H. J. Paton; Peter Railton; Amelie O. Rorty; Mary Lyndon Shanley; Nancy Sherman; Michael
Stocker; Laurence Thomas

What is Friendship?

It's hard to imagine a good life without friends. But why is friendship so valuable? What is friendship at
all? What unites friends and distinguishes them from others? Is the preference given to friends rationally
and morally justifiable? This collection examines answers given by classic philosophers and offers new
answers by contemporary thinkers.

Friendship

In this new accessible philosophy of friendship, Mark Vernon links the resources of the philosophical
tradition with numerous illustrations from modern culture to ask what friendship is, how it relates to sex,
work, politics and spirituality. Unusually, he argues that Plato and Nietzsche, as much as Aristotle and
Aelred, should be put centre stage. Their penetrating and occasionally tough insights are invaluable if
friendship is to be a full, not merely sentimental, way of life for today.

Thinking about Friendship

This feminist classic explores the many manifestations of friendship between women and examines the
ways women have created their own communities and destinies through friendship.

The Philosophy of Friendship

Daniel Schwartz examines the views on friendship of the great medieval philosopher Thomas Aquinas.
For Aquinas friendship is the ideal type of relationship that rational beings should cultivate. Schwartz
argues that Aquinas fundamentally revises some of the main features of Aristotle's paradigmatic
account of friendship so as to accommodate the case of friendship between radically unequal beings:
man and God. As a result, Aquinas presents a broader view of friendship than Aristotle's, allowing for
a higher extent of disagreement. lack of mutual understanding, and inequality between friends.

A Passion for Friends

A central bond, a cherished value, a unigue relationship, a profound human need, a type of love. What is
the nature of friendship, and what is its significance in our lives? How has friendship changed since the
ancient Greeks began to analyze it, and how has modern technology altered its very definition? In this
fascinating exploration of friendship through the ages, one of the most thought-provoking philosophers
of our time tracks historical ideas of friendship, gathers a diversity of friendship stories from the
annals of myth and literature, and provides unexpected insights into our friends, ourselves, and the
role of friendships in an ethical life. A. C. Grayling roves the rich traditions of friendship in literature,
culture, art, and philosophy, bringing into his discussion familiar pairs as well as unfamiliar-Achilles and
Patroclus, David and Jonathan, Coleridge and Wordsworth, Huck Finn and Jim. Grayling lays out major
philosophical interpretations of friendship, then offers his own take, drawing on personal experiences
and an acute awareness of vast cultural shifts that have occurred. With penetrating insight he addresses
internet-based friendship, contemporary mixed gender friendships, how friendships may supersede
family relationships, one's duty within friendship, the idea of friendship to humanity, and many other
topics of universal interest. "

Looking Back

Charts the stages of the history of friendship as a philosophical concept in the Western world. Focusing
on Plato and Aristotle, the Stoics and Epicureans, and early Christian and Medieval sources, Ancient
and Medieval Concepts of Friendship brings together assessments of different philosophical accounts
of friendship. This volume sketches the evolution of the concept from ancient ideals of friendship
applying strictly to relationships between men of high social position to Christian concepts that treat
friendship as applicable to all but are concerned chiefly with the soul’s relation to God—and that ascribe



a secondary status to human relationships. The book concludes with two essays examining how this
complex heritage was received during the Enlightenment, looking in particular to Immanuel Kant and
Friedrich Holderlin.

Aquinas on Friendship

Addresses the question of whether special preference for friends is morally justified.

Friendship

Dearest friends -- The cheerful skeptic (1711-1749) -- Encountering Hume (1723-1749) -- A budding
friendship (1750-1754) -- The historian and the Kirk (1754-1759) -- Theorizing the moral sentiments
(1759) -- Féted in France (1759-1766) -- Quarrel with a wild philosopher (1766-1767) -- Mortally sick
at sea (1767-1775) -- Inquiring into the Wealth of Nations (1776) -- Dialoguing about natural religion
(1776) -- A philosopher's death (1776) -- Ten times more abuse (1776-1777) -- Smith's final years in
Edinburgh (1777-1790) -- Hume's My Own Life and Smith's Letter from Adam Smith, LL. D. to William
Strahan, Esq

Ancient and Medieval Concepts of Friendship

A splendid new translation of one of the greatest books on friendship ever written In a world where social
media, online relationships, and relentless self-absorption threaten the very idea of deep and lasting
friendships, the search for true friends is more important than ever. In this short book, which is one of
the greatest ever written on the subject, the famous Roman politician and philosopher Cicero offers a
compelling guide to finding, keeping, and appreciating friends. With wit and wisdom, Cicero shows us
not only how to build friendships but also why they must be a key part of our lives. For, as Cicero says,
life without friends is not worth living. Filled with timeless advice and insights, Cicero’s heartfelt and
moving classic—written in 44 BC and originally titled De Amicitia—has inspired readers for more than
two thousand years, from St. Augustine and Dante to Thomas Jefferson and John Adams. Presented
here in a lively new translation with the original Latin on facing pages and an inviting introduction, How
to Be a Friend explores how to choose the right friends, how to avoid the pitfalls of friendship, and how
to live with friends in good times and bad. Cicero also praises what he sees as the deepest kind of
friendship—one in which two people find in each other “another self” or a kindred soul. An honest and
eloquent guide to finding and treasuring true friends, How to Be a Friend speaks as powerfully today
as when it was first written.

Friendship

Tales both playful and profound explore answers to life's Big Questions as a professor of philosophy
gathers wisdom from elderly people in his classes and renowned thinkers from Plato to Kierkegaard.

Guides, Philosophers, and Friends; Studies of College Men

Man'’s best friend, domesticated since prehistoric times, a travelling companion for explorers and
artists, thinkers and walkers, equally happy curled up by the fire and bounding through the great
outdoors—dogs matter to us because we love them. But is that all there is to the canine’s good-natured
voracity and affectionate dependency? Mark Alizart dispenses with the well-worn clichés concerning
dogs and their masters, seeing them not as submissive pets but rather as unexpected life coaches,
ready to teach us the elusive recipes for contentment and joy. Dogs have faced their fate in life with

a certain detachment that is not easy to understand. Unlike other animals in a similar situation, they
have not become hardened, nor have they let themselves die a little inside. On the contrary, they seem
to have softened. This book is devoted to understanding this miracle, the miracle of the joy of dogs

— to understanding it and, if at all possible, to learning how it's done. Weaving elegantly and eruditely
between historical myth and pop-culture anecdote, between the peculiar views of philosophers and the
even more bizarre findings of science, Alizart offers us a surprising new portrait of the dog as thinker—a
thinker who may perhaps know the true secret of our humanity.

The Infidel and the Professor

Friendship is regarded as crucial to living a good life. But how does friendship make our lives better? Do
all friendships make our lives better? What sorts of interactions are necessary for maintaining valuable
friendships? This book answers these questions via a philosophical exploration of friendship and the



ways that it contributes value to our lives. Diane Jeske uses this philosophical analysis to assess the
impact of our ever-growing use of social media: Do interactions via social media interfere with our
ability to maintain genuine friendships? Do such interactions undermine the contribution of friendship
to the value of our lives? In addressing these topics, Jeske examines the contemporary notion of a
‘frenemy,” the ways in which we deliberately craft our social media personas, the role of the physical
body in friendship, and the ways in which social media’s exacerbation of our fear of being left out
and of comparison-based envy can impact our relationships. Written in a clear and engaging style,
Friendship and Social Media brings philosophical rigor and clarity to the task of determining how we
can responsibly use social media in our own lives. It is essential reading for anyone interested in the
ethics of interpersonal relationships and the social impact of technology.

How to Be a Friend

There has been renewed interest in the concept of friendship in contemporary philosophy. Many of the
existing treatments of the topic have been limited to Western notions of friendship, yet there is a far
wider perspective available to us through an examination of a more extended cultural examination of the
topic. Cultures other than those in Christian Europe have had important and interesting observations
to make on the nature of friendship, and in this collection there is treatment not only of Greek and
Christian ideas of friendship, but also of Islamic, Jewish, Chinese, Japanese and Indian perspectives.
A rich and extended view of the concept of friendship results from these various examinations.

A Map to the End of Time

The most influential of contemporary philosophers, Jacques Derrida, explores the idea of friend-
ship—and its political consequences, past and future—through writings by Aristotle, Nietzsche, Cicero,
and more. Until relatively recently, Jacques Derrida was seen by many as nothing more than the high
priest of Deconstruction, by turns stimulating and fascinating, yet always somewhat disengaged from
the central political questions of our time. Or so it seemed. Derrida’s “political turn,” marked especially
by the appearance of Specters of Marx, has surprised some and delighted others. In The Politics

of Friendship Derrida renews and enriches this orientation through an examination of the political
history of the idea of friendship pursued down the ages. Derrida’s thoughts are haunted throughout
the book by the strange and provocative address attributed to Aristotle, “my friends, there is no friend”
and its inversions by later philosophers such as Montaigne, Kant, Nietzsche, Schmitt and Blanchot.
The exploration allows Derrida to recall and restage the ways in which all the oppositional couples of
Western philosophy and political thought—friendship and enmity, private and public life—have become
madly and dangerously unstable. At the same time he dissects genealogy itself, the familiar and
male-centered notion of fraternity and the virile virtue whose authority has gone unquestioned in our
culture of friendship and our models of democracy The future of the political, for Derrida, becomes the
future of friends, the invention of a radically new friendship, of a deeper and more inclusive democracy.
This remarkable book, his most profoundly important for many years, offers a challenging and inspiring
vision of that future.

Dogs

Today, friendship, love and sexuality are mostly viewed as private, personal and informal relations.

In the mediaeval and early modern period, just like in ancient times, this was different. The classical
philosophy of friendship (Aristotle) included both friendship and love in the concept of philia. It was
also linked to an argument about the virtues needed to become an excellent member of the city
state. Thus, close relations were not only thought to be a matter of pleasant gatherings in privacy,

but just as much a matter of ethics and politics.What, then, happened to the classical ideas of close
relations when they were transmitted to philosophers, clerical and monastic thinkers, state officials

or other people in the medieval and early modern period? To what extent did friendship transcend
the distinctions between private and public that then existed? How were close relations shaped in
practice? Did dialogues with close friends help to contribute to the process of subject-formation in the
Renaissance and Enlightenment? To what degree did institutions of power or individual thinkers find it
necessary to caution against friendship or love and sexuality?

Friendship and Social Media

Presents the major issues in Aristotle's writings on Friendship.



Friendship East and West

Each and every human philosopher since time immemorial has stolen their best ideas and insights
from their four-legged friends. Not only that, but they’ve shamelessly changed and altered their dogs’
original thoughts to make them sound more human (read: more foolish). Philosophers’ Dogs is the
groundbreaking volume that will set the record straight and, in doing so, shake the very foundations of
both Western and Eastern philosophy. Featuring beautiful illustrations alongside meticulous research
and historical fact,* it follows the trials, tribulations and tail-wagging of the dogs owned by famous
philosophers and essayists, and presents to readers the unadulterated real histories of the true masters
of enlightenment. A vital addition to the bookshelves of philosophy students, dog lovers and anyone with
an interest in THE TRUTH, Philosophers’ Dogs is also packed with genuine quotes hitherto (wrongly)
attributed to minds such as Karl Marx, Ayn Rand, Socrates and Simone de Beauvoir. *Not necessarily
historical or factual.

The Politics of Friendship

Philosophy Friends! introduces your child to key philosophical figures and basic concepts such as
fairness, the good, meaning and more.Each book is centered around a great philosopher's key
insight, presented in a playful and accessible way that children love.In this book they get an animated
introduction to John Rawls' idea of justice as fairness.

Friendship and Love, Ethics and Politics

Writer, Mary McCarthy, and philosopher, Hannah Arendt, first met in New York. Engrossing and
entertaining, these letters give a fresh and intimate view of the long and unique friendship between
these two eminent intellectuals of the 20th century.

Aristotle's Philosophy of Friendship

In Socrates on Friendship and Community, Mary P. Nichols addresses Kierkegaard's and Nietzsche's
criticism of Socrates and recovers the place of friendship and community in Socratic philosophizing.
This approach stands in contrast to the modern philosophical tradition, in which Plato’'s Socrates has
been viewed as an alienating influence on Western thought and life. Nichols' rich analysis of both
dramatic details and philosophic themes in Plato's Symposium, Phaedras, and Lysis shows how love
finds its fulfilment in the reciprocal relation of friends. Nichols also shows how friends experience
another as their own and themselves as belonging to another. Their experience, she argues, both
sheds light on the nature of philosophy and serves as a standard for a political life that does justice to
human freedom and community.

The Friends of Voltaire

The joke is that all the prostitutes go on vacation when the philosophers come to town. The reason
that the other conventioneers do it; philosophers just talk about it. And talk about sex and love, and
friendship is what the contributors to this volume do! They talk and argue, split hairs and clarify, all
trying to advance our understanding of this most interesting practice of the human species. Some of
the best minds on three continents, from four nations, and eighteen of the United States discuss such
topics as adultery, commitment, cross dressing, gender politics, date rape, family, friendship, friends
as lovers, gayness, love, marital pluralism, marriage, prostitution, religiously motivated anti-queer
sentiments, same sex marriage, seduction, and self-respect. Rather than preach, participants probe
our attitudes and practices involving these issues with the aim of better understanding the broad range
of sexual practices of our species. The result is a collection of stimulating essays that can enliven class
discussions as well as provide guidance for the sexually perplexed. The work is accessible to readers
from high school through college and beyond.

German Recollections

This volume is a comprehensive collection of critical essays on The Taming of the Shrew, and includes
extensive discussions of the play's various printed versions and its theatrical productions. Aspinall has
included only those essays that offer the most influential and controversial arguments surrounding the
play. The issues discussed include gender, authority, female autonomy and unruliness, courtship and
marriage, language and speech, and performance and theatricality.



Philosophers' Dogs

In Dear Friend, you must change your life, we see some of the most fascinating thinkers in history at
their most private and profound, reaching out to a friend, sharing, testing, confirming discoveries about
the complexity of life, how to rise above its hardships and enjoy its pleasures. We see writers embrace
the roots of philosophical thought afresh, by grappling with real, lived experience, giving us unique
insight into their ideas and worldviews that their more polished, public work often does not provide.
We see artists sound the foundations of their artistic and moral integrity. Ranging from Seneca and
Marcus Aurelius to Flora Tristan and Walter Benjamin, to Elizabeth of Bohemia and Giacomo Leopardi,
to Mahatma Gandhi and Maurice Béjart, we see how the philosophical letter as a form of thinking,
and thinking freely, spans across the ages and often forms some of the most interesting and lively of
philosophical writings. Each letter is given a contextualising preface by an expert that brings out the
reason this particular letter is a philosophical letter for life. As such, Dear Friend, you must change your
life provides a unique introduction to an array of thinkers throughout history as well as an argument for
philosophy as conversation, a conversation which has been ongoing for centuries.

Philosophy Friends! Rawls Rabbit and the Fair Race

Erasmus’ Adages—a vast collection of the proverbial wisdom of Greek and Roman antiquity—was
published in 1508 and became one of the most influential works of the Renaissance. It also marked a
turning point in the history of Western thinking about literary property. At once a singularly successful
commercial product of the new printing industry and a repository of intellectual wealth, the Adages
looks ahead to the development of copyright and back to an ancient philosophical tradition that ideas
should be universally shared in the spirit of friendship. In this elegant and tightly argued book, Kathy
Eden focuses on both the commitment to friendship and common property that Erasmus shares with
his favorite philosophers—Pythagoras, Plato, and Christ—and the early history of private property that
gradually transforms European attitudes concerning the right to copy. In the process she accounts for
the peculiar shape of Erasmus’ collection of more than 3,000 proverbs and provides insightful readings
of such ancient philosophical and religious thinkers as Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, lamblichus,
Tertullian, Basil, Jerome, and Augustine.

Between Friends

Socrates on Friendship and Community
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