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Nicholas Nickleby Or The Life And Adventures Of Nicholas Nickleby is an iconic Victorian novel by 
Charles Dickens. This classic literature piece chronicles the compelling life and numerous adventures 
of young Nicholas, offering a vivid exploration of 19th-century England and its societal challenges.
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Nicholas Nickleby; Or, the Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby. a Novel by

Nicholas Nickleby; or, The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby is a novel by Charles Dickens. 
Originally published as a serial from 1838 to 1839, it was Dickens' third novel. The novel centers on the 
life and adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, a young man who must support his mother and sister after 
his father dies.Nicholas Nickleby is Charles Dickens' third published novel. He returned to his favourite 
publishers and to the format that was considered so successful with The Pickwick Papers. The story 
first appeared in monthly parts, after which it was issued in one volume. The style is considered to be 
episodic and humorous, though the second half of the novel becomes more serious and tightly plotted. 
Dickens began writing 'Nickleby' while still working on Oliver Twist and while the mood is considerably 
lighter, his depiction of the Yorkshire school run by Wackford Squeers is as moving and influential as 
those of the workhouse and criminal underclass in Twist.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

Nicholas Nickleby; or, The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby is a novel by Charles Dickens. 
Originally published as a serial from 1838 to 1839, it was Dickens's third novel.The novel centres on 
the life and adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, a young man who must support his mother and sister 
after his father dies.

Nicholas Nickleby

‘The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby’ is a sprawling adventure that follows young Nicholas’ 
journey across England to defend his family’s honour and regain their lost fortune. After the death of 
Nicholas’ father, the Nickleby family is on the brink of collapse, and they must rely on their treacherous 
uncle Ralph to survive. Nicholas is sent to work at a Yorkshire school but quickly learns that it is run 
by belligerent ghouls. After a violent confrontation, Nicholas and his friend Smike flee the school and 
embark on a marvellous misadventure to rescue Nicholas’ family and find love. While remaining true 
to Dickens’ celebrated social criticism, this novel also portrays the author’s incredible comedic abilities 
as the protagonists find themselves in many accidentally absurd situations. ‘The Life and Adventures 
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of Nicholas Nickleby’ is a drama teeming with humour, romance, revenge, and murder. The story’s 
narrative scope and memorable cast of characters make it the perfect read for fans of Shakespeare, 
and it was adapted into a film starring Anne Hathaway and Charlie Hunnam in 2002. Charles Dickens 
(1812-1870) was a widely popular English author and social critic. Among his most famous novels are 
‘Oliver Twist’, ‘A Christmas Carol’, and ‘Great Expectations’. Dickens is best known for his depictions 
of poor Victorian living conditions and his unforgettable characters, some compassionate and others 
grotesquely malicious. Dickens’ timeless tales are still as celebrated today as when they were written, 
and his literary style is so influential that the term Dickensian was coined to describe the literature he 
inspired. Many of Dickens’ novels have been adapted for movies and television, including the Academy 
Award-winning musical ‘Oliver’.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

Nicholas Nickleby; or, The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby is a novel by Charles Dickens. 
Originally published as a serial from 1838 to 1839, it was Dickens's third novel. The novel centres on 
the life and adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, a young man who must support his mother and sister after 
his father dies. Nicholas Nickleby is Charles Dickens's third published novel. He returned to his favourite 
publishers and to the format that was considered so successful with The Pickwick Papers. The story 
first appeared in monthly parts, after which it was issued in one volume. The style is considered to be 
episodic and humorous, though the second half of the novel becomes more serious and tightly plotted. 
Dickens began writing Nickleby while still working on Oliver Twist and while the mood is considerably 
lighter, his depiction of the Yorkshire school run by Wackford Squeers is as moving and influential as 
those of the workhouse and criminal underclass in Twist.

Nicholas Nickleby; Or, The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby is a Novel by Charles Dickens

Nicholas Nickleby is Charles Dickens' third published novel. He returned to his favourite publishers and 
to the format that was considered so successful with The Pickwick Papers. The story first appeared 
in monthly parts, after which it was issued in one volume. The style is considered to be episodic and 
humorous. Dickens began writing 'Nickleby' while still working on Oliver Twist and while the mood 
is considerably lighter, his depiction of the Yorkshire school run by Wackford Squeers is as moving 
and influential as those of the workhouse and criminal underclass in Twist. 'Nickleby' marks a new 
development in a further sense as it is the first of Dickens' romances. When it was published the book 
was an immediate and complete success and established Dickens's lasting reputation. The cruelty of 
a real Yorkshire schoolmaster named William Shaw became the basis for Dickens's brutal character of 
Wackford Squeers. Dickens visited his school and based the school section of Nicholas Nickleby on 
his visit.

The Life and Adventures Of Nicholas Nickleby (Illustrated)

Left penniless by the death of his improvident father, young Nicholas Nickleby assumes responsibility 
for his mother and sister and seeks help from his Scrooge-like Uncle Ralph. Instantly disliking Nicholas, 
Ralph sends him to teach in a school run by the stupidly sadistic Wackford Squeers. Nicholas decides 
to escape, taking with him the orphan Smike, one of Squeers's most abused young charges, and the 
two embark on a series of adventurous encounters with an array of humanity's worst and best-greedy 
fools, corrupt lechers, cheery innocents, and selfless benefactors.

The Life And Adventures Of Nicholas Nickleby

The life and loves of Nicholas, the orphaned son of a bankrupt man, form the basis of this complex 
novel based on the author's recurrent theme of rising from poverty.

The Life & Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

Nicholas Nickleby; or, The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby is a novel by Charles Dickens. 
Originally published as a serial from 1838 to 1839, it was Dickens's third novel. The novel centers on 
the life and adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, a young man who must support his mother and sister 
after his father dies. In this novel Dickens returned to his favorite publishers and to the format that 
was considered so successful with The Pickwick Papers. The style is considered to be episodic and 
humorous, though the second half of the novel becomes more serious and tightly plotted.



Nicholas Nickleby, Volume I (Esprios Classics)

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby: Book I By Charles Dickens

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby: Book II By Charles Dickens

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

In Two Volumes. Containing A Faithful Account Of The Fortunes, Misfortunes, Uprisings, Downfallings, 
And Complete Career Of The Nickleby Family.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby. by Charles Dickens.

Nicholas Nickleby; or, The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby is a novel by Charles Dickens. 
Originally published as a serial from 1838 to 1839, it was Dickens' third novel.The novel centers on the 
life and adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, a young man who must support his mother and sister after 
his father dies.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby (annotated)

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby;

THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF NICHOLAS NICKLEBY BY CHARLES DICKENS KEY FEATURES 
OF THIS BOOK · Includes an autobiographical sketch of the author · This book includes original 
artwork · Unabridged original content · Available in multiple formats: eBook, paperback, and hardcover 
· Easy-to-read 10 pt. font size · Proper paragraph formatting with Indented first lines, 1.25 Line Spacing 
and Justified Paragraphs · Properly formatted for aesthetics and ease of reading. · Custom Table of 
Contents and Design elements for each chapter · The Copyright page has been placed at the end of 
the book, as to not impede the content and flow of the book. ABOUT THE BOOK: Original publication: 
1838 Containing a Faithful Account of the Fortunes, Misfortunes, Uprisings, Downfallings and Complete 
Career of the Nickelby Family · 65 Chapters · 326,000 words This book is great for schools, teachers 
and students or for the casual reader, and makes a wonderful addition to any classic literary library 
ABOUT US: At Pure Snow Publishing we have taken the time and care into formatting this book to make 
it the best possible reading experience. With more than 500 book listings, we specialize in publishing 
classic books and have been publishing books since 2014. Enjoy!

THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF NICHOLAS NICKLEBY

Nicholas Nickleby; or, The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby is a novel by Charles Dickens. 
Originally published as a serial from 1838 to 1839, it was Dickens' third novel. The novel centers on the 
life and adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, a young man who must support his mother and sister after 
his father dies.Nicholas Nickleby is Charles Dickens' third published novel. He returned to his favourite 
publishers and to the format that was considered so successful with The Pickwick Papers. The story 
first appeared in monthly parts, after which it was issued in one volume. The style is considered to be 
episodic and humorous. Dickens began writing 'Nickleby' while still working on Oliver Twist and while 
the mood is considerably lighter, his depiction of the Yorkshire school run by Wackford Squeers is as 
moving and influential as those of the workhouse and criminal underclass in Twist. Nicholas Nickleby's 
father dies unexpectedly after losing all of his money in a poor investment. Nicholas, his mother and 



his younger sister, Kate, are forced to give up their comfortable lifestyle in Devonshire and travel to 
London to seek the aid of their only relative, Nicholas's uncle, Ralph Nickleby. Ralph, a cold and ruthless 
businessman, has no desire to help his destitute relations and hates Nicholas, who reminds him of his 
dead brother, on sight. He gets Nicholas a low-paying job as an assistant to Wackford Squeers, who 
runs the school Dotheboys Hall in Yorkshire. Nicholas is initially wary of Squeers (a very unpleasant 
man with one eye) because he is gruff and violent towards his young charges, but he tries to quell his 
suspicions. As Nicholas boards the stagecoach for Greta Bridge, he is handed a letter by Ralph's clerk, 
Newman Noggs. A once-wealthy businessman, Noggs lost his fortune, became a drunk and had no 
other recourse but to seek employment with Ralph, whom he loathes. The letter expresses concern for 
the innocent young man and offers assistance if Nicholas ever requires it. Once he arrives in Yorkshire, 
Nicholas comes to realise that Squeers is running a scam: he takes in unwanted children (most of whom 
are illegitimate, crippled or deformed) for a high fee, and starves and mistreats his charges while using 
the money sent by their parents to pad his own pockets. Squeers and his monstrous wife whip and 
beat the children regularly while spoiling their own son rotten. Lessons are no better; they show how 
badly Squeers himself is and he uses the lessons as excuses to send the boys off on chores. While 
he is there, Nicholas befriends a simple boy named Smike, who is older than the other "students" and 
now acts as an unpaid servant. Nicholas attracts the attention of Fanny Squeers, his employer's plain 
and shrewish daughter, who deludes herself into thinking that Nicholas is in love with her. She attempts 
to disclose her affections during a game of cards, but Nicholas doesn't catch her meaning. Instead he 
ends up flirting with her friend Tilda Price, to the consternation of both Fanny and Tilda's friendly but 
crude-mannered fiance John Browdie. After being accosted by Fanny again, Nicholas bluntly tells her 
he does not return her affections and wishes to be free of the horrible..."

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

Illustrated by Hablot Knight Browne. Commonly referred to as Nicholas Nickleby was Dickens' third 
novel; originally published as a serial from 1838 to 1839 in 19 monthly issues, with the last as a 
double-number and cost two shillings instead of one. Each number comprised 32 pages of text and 
two illustrations by Phiz. The novel centers on the life and adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, a young 
man who must support his mother and sister after his father dies.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

When Nicholas Nickleby is left penniless after his father's death, he appeals to his wealthy uncle to help 
him find work and to protect his mother and sister. But Ralph Nickleby proves both hard-hearted and 
unscrupulous, and Nicholas finds himself forced to make his own way in the world. His adventures 
gave Dickens the opportunity to portray an extraordinary gallery of rogues and eccentrics: Wackford 
Squeers, the tyrannical headmaster of Dotheboys Hall, a school for unwanted boys; the slow-witted 
orphan Smike, rescued by Nicholas; and the gloriously theatrical Mr and Mrs Crummles and their 
daughter, the 'infant phenonenon'. Like many of Dickens's novels, Nicholas Nickleby is characterised 
by his outrage at cruelty and social injustice, but it is also a flamboyantly exuberant work, revealing his 
comic genius at its most unerring

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby (1839) by Charles Dickens (Classics

How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100% Original content) 
Illustrated About The Life And Adventures Of Nicholas Nickleby by Charles Dickens The Life and 
Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby is a novel by Charles Dickens. The novel centres on the life and 
adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, a young man who must support his mother and sister after his 
father dies. Plot: Nicholas Nickleby's father dies unexpectedly after losing all of his money in a poor 
investment. Nicholas, his mother and his younger sister, Kate, are forced to give up their comfortable 
lifestyle in Devonshire and travel to London to seek the aid of their only relative, Nicholas's uncle, 
Ralph Nickleby. Ralph, a cold and ruthless businessman, has no desire to help his destitute relations 
and hates Nicholas, who reminds him of his dead brother, on sight. He gets Nicholas a low-paying job 
as an assistant to Wackford Squeers, who runs the school Dotheboys Hall in Yorkshire. Nicholas is 
initially wary of Squeers (a very unpleasant man with one eye) because he is gruff and violent towards 
his young charges, but he tries to quell his suspicions. As Nicholas boards the stagecoach for Greta 
Bridge, he is handed a letter by Ralph's clerk, Newman Noggs. A once-wealthy businessman, Noggs 
lost his fortune, became a drunk and had no other recourse but to seek employment with Ralph, whom 
he loathes. The letter expresses concern for him as an innocent young man, and offers assistance 



if Nicholas ever requires it. Once he arrives in Yorkshire, Nicholas comes to realise that Squeers is 
running a scam: he takes in unwanted children (most of whom are illegitimate, crippled or deformed) 
for a high fee, and starves and mistreats them while using the money sent by their parents, who only 
want to get them out of their way, to pad his own pockets. Squeers and his monstrous wife whip and 
beat the children regularly, while spoiling their own son. Lessons are no better; they show how badly 
educated Squeers himself is and he uses the lessons as excuses to send the boys off on chores. While 
he is there, Nicholas befriends a simple boy named Smike, who is older

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

Includes "50 original engravings" and "40 color photographs from the television series, The life and 
adventures of Nicholas Nickleby."

The Illustrated Life & Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby; Volume 1

This classic novel by Charles Dickens follows the eponymous protagonist as he navigates the perils 
of Victorian-era London. With vivid character descriptions, witty dialogue, and an intricate plot, this 
book is widely regarded as one of Dickens's finest works and a masterpiece of English literature. This 
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base 
of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important 
part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

Nicholas Nickleby or The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby is a novel by Charles Dickens 
originally published as a serial from 1838 to 1839. It was Dickens's third novel. The story centres on the 
life and adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, a young man who must support his mother and sister after 
his father dies.

Nicholas Nickleby

Left penniless by the death of his improvident father, young Nicholas Nickleby assumes responsibility 
for his mother and sister and seeks help from his Scrooge-like Uncle Ralph. Instantly disliking Nicholas, 
Ralph sends him to teach in a school run by the stupidly sadistic Wackford Squeers. Nicholas decides 
to escape, taking with him the orphan Smike, one of Squeers's most abused young charges, and the 
two embark on a series of adventurous encounters with an array of humanity's worst and best-greedy 
fools, corrupt lechers, cheery innocents, and selfless benefactors.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby : FreedomRead Classic Book

In Two Volumes. Containing A Faithful Account Of The Fortunes, Misfortunes, Uprisings, Downfallings, 
And Complete Career Of The Nickleby Family.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby. by Charles Dickens ... with Illustrations

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 



no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby; Volume 2

Reprint of the original, first published in 1858.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF NICHOLAS NICKLEBY Nicholas Nickleby; or, The Life and Ad-
ventures of Nicholas Nickleby is a novel by Charles Dickens. Originally published as a serial from 
1838 to 1839, it was Dickens's third novel.The novel centres on the life and adventures of Nicholas 
Nickleby, a young man who must support his mother and sister after his father dies.Nicholas Nickleby 
is Charles Dickens's third published novel. He returned to his favourite publishers and to the format 
that was considered so successful with The Pickwick Papers. The story first appeared in monthly 
parts, after which it was issued in one volume. The style is considered to be episodic and humorous, 
though the second half of the novel becomes more serious and tightly plotted. Dickens began writing 
'Nickleby' while still working on Oliver Twist and while the mood is considerably lighter, his depiction of 
the Yorkshire school run by Wackford Squeers is as moving and influential as those of the workhouse 
and criminal underclass in Twist.'Nickleby' marks a new development in a further sense as it is the first 
of Dickens's romances. When it was published the book was an immediate and complete success and 
established Dickens's lasting reputation.The cruelty of a real Yorkshire schoolmaster named William 
Shaw became the basis for Dickens's brutal character of Wackford Squeers. Dickens visited Shaw's 
school and based the school section of Nicholas Nickleby on his visit. Like most of Dickens's early 
works, the novel has a contemporary setting. Much of the action takes place in London, with several 
chapters taking place in Dickens's birthplace of Portsmouth, as well as settings in Yorkshire and 
Devon.The tone of the work is that of ironic social satire, with Dickens taking aim at what he perceives 
to be social injustices. Many memorable characters are introduced, including Nicholas's malevolent 
Uncle Ralph, and the villainous Wackford Squeers, who operates an abusive all-boys boarding school 
at which Nicholas temporarily serves as a tutor.CHARLES JOHN HUFFAM DICKENSCharles John 
Huffam Dickens (7 February 1812 - 9 June 1870) was an English writer and social critic. He created 
some of the world's best-known fictional characters and is regarded by many as the greatest novelist 
of the Victorian era. His works enjoyed unprecedented popularity during his lifetime, and by the 20th 
century critics and scholars had recognised him as a literary genius. His novels and short stories 
enjoy lasting popularity. Born in Portsmouth, Dickens left school to work in a factory when his father 
was incarcerated in a debtors' prison. Despite his lack of formal education, he edited a weekly 
journal for 20 years, wrote 15 novels, five novellas, hundreds of short stories and non-fiction articles, 
lectured and performed extensively, was an indefatigable letter writer, and campaigned vigorously for 
children's rights, education, and other social reforms.Dickens's literary success began with the 1836 
serial publication of The Pickwick Papers. Within a few years he had become an international literary 
celebrity, famous for his humour, satire, and keen observation of character and society. His novels, most 
published in monthly or weekly instalments, pioneered the serial publication of narrative fiction, which 
became the dominant Victorian mode for novel publication. The instalment format allowed Dickens to 
evaluate his audience's reaction, and he often modified his plot and character development based on 
such feedback. For example, when his wife's chiropodist expressed distress at the way Miss Mowcher 
in David Copperfield seemed to reflect her disabilities, Dickens improved the character with positive 
features. His plots were carefully constructed, and he often wove elements from topical events into his 
narratives. Masses of the illiterate poor chipped in ha'pennies to have each new monthly episode read 
to them, opening up and inspiring a new class of readers.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

This Is A New Release Of The Original 1838 Edition.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby (illustrations)

Nicholas Nickleby is Charles Dickens's third published novel. He returned to his favourite publishers 
and to the format that was considered so successful with The Pickwick Papers. The story first appeared 
in monthly parts, after which it was issued in one volume. The style is considered to be episodic and 



humorous, though the second half of the novel becomes more serious and tightly plotted. Dickens 
began writing 'Nickleby' while still working on Oliver Twist and while the mood is considerably lighter, 
his depiction of the Yorkshire school run by Wackford Squeers is as moving and influential as those 
of the workhouse and criminal underclass in Twist. 'Nickleby' marks a new development in a further 
sense as it is the first of Dickens's romances. When it was published the book was an immediate and 
complete success and established Dickens's lasting reputation.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby V1

How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100% Original content) 
Illustrated About Nicholas Nickleby by Charles Dickens Nicholas Nickleby; or, The Life and Adventures 
of Nicholas Nickleby is a novel by Charles Dickens. Originally published as a serial from 1838 to 1839, 
it was Dickens' third novel. The novel centers on the life and adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, a young 
man who must support his mother and sister after his father dies.Nicholas Nickleby is Charles Dickens' 
third published novel. He returned to his favourite publishers and to the format that was considered 
so successful with The Pickwick Papers. The story first appeared in monthly parts, after which it was 
issued in one volume. The style is considered to be episodic and humorous. Dickens began writing 
'Nickleby' while still working on Oliver Twist and while the mood is considerably lighter, his depiction of 
the Yorkshire school run by Wackford Squeers is as moving and influential as those of the workhouse 
and criminal underclass in Twist. 'Nickleby' marks a new development in a further sense as it is the first 
of Dickens' romances. When it was published the book was an immediate and complete success and 
established Dickens's lasting reputation. The cruelty of a real Yorkshire schoolmaster named William 
Shaw became the basis for Dickens's brutal character of Wackford Squeers. Dickens visited his school 
and based the school section of Nicholas Nickleby on his visit.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

Support Struggle for Public Domain: like and share http://facebook.com/BookLiberationFront One of the 
touchstones of the English comic novel, the Penguin Classics edition of Charles Dickens's Nicholas 
Nickleby is edited with an introduction by Mark Ford. When Nicholas Nickleby is left penniless after 
his father's death, he appeals to his wealthy uncle to help him find work and to protect his mother 
and sister. But Ralph Nickleby proves both hard-hearted and unscrupulous, and Nicholas finds himself 
forced to make his own way in the world. His adventures gave Dickens the opportunity to portray 
an extraordinary gallery of rogues and eccentrics: Wackford Squeers, the tyrannical headmaster of 
Dotheboys Hall, a school for unwanted boys, the slow-witted orphan Smike, rescued by Nicholas, 
the pretentious Mantalinis and the gloriously theatrical Mr and Mrs Crummels and their daughter, 
the 'infant phenomenon'. Like many of Dickens's novels, Nicholas Nickleby is characterised by his 
outrage at cruelty and social injustice, but it is also a flamboyantly exuberant work, whose loose, 
haphazard progress harks back to the picaresque novels of Tobias Smollett and Henry Fielding. In 
his introduction Mark Ford compares Nicholas Nickleby to eighteenth-century picaresque novels, and 
examines Dickens's criticism of the 'Yorkshire schools', his social satire and use of language. This 
edition includes the original illustrations by 'Phiz', Dickens's original preface to the work, a chronology 
and a list of further reading. Charles Dickens is one of the best-loved novelists in the English language, 
whose 200th anniversary was celebrated in 2012. His most famous books, including Oliver Twist, Great 
Expectations, A Tale of Two Cities, David Copperfield and The Pickwick Papers, have been adapted for 
stage and screen and read by millions. If you enjoyed Nicholas Nickleby, you might like Dickens's David 
Copperfield, also available in Penguin Classics. 'The novel has everything: an absorbing melodrama, 
with a supporting cast of heroes, villains and eccentrics, set in a London where vast wealth and 
desperate poverty live cheek-by-jowl' Jasper Rees, The Times

Nicholas Nickleby

An enhanced edition of the second half of Charles Dicken's The Life and Adventures of Nicholas 
Nickleby. Text has been retypeset and repaginated with newly styled chapter headings and details. 
Images have been enhanced from the original artwork to improve quality. This is not a scan or 
photocopy.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

Left penniless by the death of his improvident father, young Nicholas Nickleby assumes responsibility 
for his mother and sister and seeks help from his Scrooge-like Uncle Ralph. Instantly disliking Nicholas, 



Ralph sends him to teach in a school run by the stupidly sadistic Wackford Squeers. Nicholas decides 
to escape, taking with him the orphan Smike, one of Squeers's most abused young charges, and the 
two embark on a series of adventurous encounters with an array of humanity's worst and best-greedy 
fools, corrupt lechers, cheery innocents, and selfless benefactors.

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby

Buy this Classic Bestseller in its original format in this new series of bestselling classic paperback 
reprints! Welcome to a special edition of a renowned classic. This classic, difficult-to-find text has been 
reprinted using a print-on-demand service to provide you with an updated version of the text, at the 
best value possible! Several edits have been made for readability, including font, text size, spacing, 
and alignment changes. However, while our goal was to enhance the ease at which this book can be 
read, we did not alter or change the historic text. Experience this classic in all of its glory and historical 
significance! This is a bestselling bestseller that you need to read today!

Works: Nicholas Nickleby

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby. by Charles Dickens ... with Illustrations
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