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The extent of Islamic Al-Andalus at its greatest. The border between Al-Andalus and the Christian
kingdoms was constantly changing through the 781 years between 711 and 1492

In Muslim culture, the baths (which had a sauna, a warm room and a cool room) were places of
socializing and, in the case of the palace, the business of governing

Alfonso X is credited with the establishment of Castilian (better known as castellano, the royal branch
of the Spanish language) as a literary and scholarly language in the 1200s

Carlos I was from the Hapsburg wing of the royal farnily (from Austria). The Hapsburg line continued
until Philip V, a distant relative from France, took the throne in 1700. That began the Bourbon line
(including today's king Juan Carlos).

Following the horror of the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939). Francisco Franco was the authoritarian
ruler of Spain until his death in 1975.
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